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PREFACE. 


TOPOGRAPHy  iSf  at  the  best^  an  unpromising  and 

unthankful  branch  of  literature.    JSTeither  in  the  pecuniary 

return  which  is  customarily  its  loty  nor  in  the  reputation 

auHirded  to  its  student^  does  it  offer  any  inducement  to 

undertake  that  labour  and  expend  that  time  which  it 

rigidly  requires.       Some  other^  perhaps  better^  motive 

mustf  therefore^  be  caUed  into  operaiioni^^omething  like 

a  love  of  the  labour  for  its  own  sakCf — something  of  a 

feeling  of  association  and  identi^cation    between    the 

topographer  and  his  subject^ — something  akin  to  what 

was  felt  by  the  poet,  in  his  oft  repeated  but  beautiful 
lineSf 

"  Nescio  qua  natale  solum  dulcedine  cunctos 
Ducit,  et  immemores  non  sinit  esse  sui." 

Such  motives  and  feelings  do  prevail.  He  who  explores 
the  recorded  annals  of  past  agesj  or  ascends  into  the  mists 
of  traditionary  legend^  finds^  in  his  researches^  reward 
for  the  past  and  encouragement  to  proceed.  Warton 
well  delineated  his  own  conviction  and  that  of  many 
others^  when  he  asserted  that 

'*  Not  rough  nor  barren  are  the  winding  ways 
Of  hoar  Antiquity,  but  strewn  with  flowers." 


il  PREFACE. 

Such  have  been  the  motives  prompting  to  the  present 
publication.  Feeling  desirous  to  see  established^  in  a 
more  permanent  and  collected  form  than  had  before  existed^ 
the  scattered  memorials  of  the  by^^gone  days  of  my  native 
toum  ;^-feeling  also  tliat  every  endeavour  to  elucidate 
the  local  notices  of  any  diMrict  was  something  cast  into 
the  treasury  of  Topography — the  useful  handmaid  of 
History  J — and  a  fragment  offered  towards  the  completion 
of  an  eminently  desirable  series  of  local  histories  ranging 
over  the  kingdom  ; — /  have  edited  the  volume  now  pre* 
sented.  It  is  the  condensed  product  of  collections  made 
in  the  leisure  hours  of  several  years;  and,  should  it 
appear  that  too  long  time  has  elapsed  since  the  publication 
was  first  spoken  of  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  hours 
devoted  to  it  have  been  snatched  from  other  avocations^ 
and  have  been  much  encroached  on  by  the  privations  of 
sickness* 

It  is  true  tfiat  Poole  cannot  boast  much  of  high  anti» 
quity :  it  offers  no  memorials  of  the  days  when  the  Druid 
altars  frowned  upon  the  isle^  and  presents  but  scanty 
associations  unth  the  more  refined  era  of  Roman  rule  / 
but  its  annals^  arCf  nevertheless^  not  altoget/ier  destitute  of 
interest.  The  commercial  and  political  importance  which 
the  town  has  attained  for  many  years  pasty  justifies  some 
attention  to  its  more  ancient  state.  Gradually  increasing 
in  wealthy  respectability ^  and  population;  the  seat  of 
mujch  internal  trade  and  of  extended  foreign  commerce^ 
it  surely  became  desirable  ta  trace  its  gradual  progress  in 
prosperity.  Tlie  wattled  hut  of  the  Saxon^  the  rude  home 
of  t/ie  Anglo-Norman  fishery  have  made  room  for  the 
stable  residences  of  wealthy  merchants^  and  for  the  tall 
fvarehouses  laden  with  the  riches  of  their  commerce :  the 
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once  swampy  marshy  whose  silence  was  only  broken  by  the 
cry  of  the  bittern  and  the  heron  as  they  flapped  their 
heavy  wingy  affrighted  by  the  plashing  oar  oftlie  solitary 
fisherman^  has  become  solidified  by  the  mingled  operations 
of  nature  and  arty  and  now  sends  forth  the  confused  buz 
of  commercial  indtistry;  whilst  the  adjacent  waters^  erst 
broken  but  rarely  by  the  frail  vessels  of  their  frequenters  y 
have  since  borne  on  their  surface  the  enriching  product  of 
many  a  varied  clime.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  interest 
to  trace  the  progressive  development  of  the  effects  thus 
produced  by  civilization  and  the  concurrence  of  favouring 
circumstances.  And  it  is  thought  that  the  municipal 
memorials  of  Poole  present  matter  of  especial  moment y  in 
clearly  indicating  the  course  and  progress  of  many  of  the 
important  changes  whichy  either  by  sudden  violence  or  by 
gradual  adaptation  to  the  circumstances  of  society y  were 
effected  in  the  municipal  institutions  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  not  presumed  that  this  volume  approaches  to  that 
form  which  should  be  presented  by  a  complete  work  of  the 
kind;  but  it  is  believed  that  those  who  feel  any  interest  in 
the  town  of  Poolcy  or  in  topography  as  a  study,  will  here 
find  much  never  before  publinhedy  many  facts  now  first 
brought  to  light. 

The  classification  adopted  willy  I  hope,  render  the  work 
one  of  easy  reference. 

In  presenting  this  book  to  the  publicy  I  have  no  apology 
to  makCy  for  I  know  not  that  any  page  contains  a  word 
likely  to  be  offensive  to  any  man.  But  to  those  kind 
friends  by  whose  advice  and  assistance  I  have  been  fur* 
thered  in  the  progress  of  the  worky  I  have  the  gratification 
of  desiring  them  to  accept  my  sincere  acknowledgments. 
My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Dr.  Salter,  for   the 
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valuable  paper  on  the  Botany  of  the  district  with  which 

the  volume  is  enriched.  ^j 

It  only  remains  to  add  that  the  difficulties  (f  research 
have  been  much  lessened  by  frequent  reference  to  the  \ 

pages  of  HutchinSf  the  venerable  pioneer  of  Dorsetshire  < 

topography  ;  and  that  for  the  family  history  of  the  Longm 
espies^  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  genealogical  erudim  *^ 

tion  of  Mr.  J.  G,  Nichols ^  developed  in  that  pleasing  and 
important  volume^  ^*  Lacock  Abbey** 


J.  S. 


Dorchester^ 
October^  18S8. 
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ON  a  beautiful  inlet  of  tfie  sea,  near  the  south^eaatem 
«xtreiiiity  of  the  county  of  Dorset,  stands  the  busy  port  of 
Poole.  Locally  situated  in  the  manor  of  Canford  and  in 
the  county  of  Dorset,  it  has,  neverdieless,  long  ei^oyed 
exempt  and  exclusive  privileges*  Its  geogrs^hical  position 
is  in  longitude  1  deg.  58  min.  west  of  Greenwich,  and  in 
latitude  50  deg.  43  min.  north.  It  is  108  miles  distant 
Irom  London  by  the  road  traversed  by  the  mail,  10  from 
Wareham,  14  from  Blandford,  6  from  Wimbome,  12  from 
^ingwood,  and  10  from  Christchurch. 

The  town,  which  is  neatly  built  and  remarkably  dean,  is 
placed  on  a  p^iinsula  jutting  into  die  harbour  and  joined 
to  the  mainland  by  a  narrow  and  short  isthmus.  It  occu- 
pies a  considerable  tract  of  ground,  being  nearly  one  mile 
long  and  tfiree  quarters  of  a  mile  broadL  The  principal 
streets  run  parallel,  from  N.  £.  to  S.  W.,  and  the  minor 
streets  and  intersecting  lanes  are  irery  numerous.  Tlie 
houses,  which  are  generally  commodious  and  respectable, 
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have  been  built  with  more  regard  to  convenience  and 
comfort  than  to  regularity  and  exterior  splendour*  Many 
of  the  public  edifices  are  worth  attention. 

It  is  the  most  considerable  town  in  the  county;  and 
since  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when  the  influx 
of  inhabitants  and  several  grants  from  favouring  monarchs 
combined  to  encourage  its  trade  and  general  prosperity^ 
it  has  acquired  much  maritime  importance.  The  princi- 
pal foreign  trade  b  with  the  colonies  in  Newfoimdland 
and  British  Nortli  America ;  but  mercantile  transactions 
with  other  foreign  parts  are  now  engaged  in ;  and  it  has 
an  extensive  coasting  trade,  being  the  port  of  supply  to  a 
considerable  tract  of  inland  country. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Poole  has  been  greatly  improved 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century ;  and  the 
effects  of  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  expanded  by  the  opportu-^ 
nities  presented  by  enclosure  acts  and  building  leases,  are 
pleasingly  evident  in  the  cultivation  and  planting  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  dreary  and  barren  tract  of  Waste  land,  which, 
in  bygone  days,  presented  so  forbidding  an  approach  to 
the  town ;  and  in  the  rapid  erection  of  long-extended  lines 
of  suburban  buildings  on  spots  where,  but  a  few  years 
since,  the  lowly  heath-flower  bloomed  in  undisturbed  soli- 
tude. 

Poole  Harbour,  more  especially  when  the  tide  is  in, 
presents  much  scenic  beauty :  and  the  traveller,  approach- 
ing the  town  from  almost  any  direction,  cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  with  its  picturesque  situation.  The  water,  nearly 
surrounding  the  town,  spreading  a  surface  of  indistinct 
extent,  broken  by  islands  and  projecting  headlands  ;'-die 
shores,  of  a  diversified  character,  here  rising  abruptly,  there 
retiring  into  a  low  flat,  and  in  many  parts  richly  wooded ; — 
tlie  bustling  port,  in  the  foreground,  with  its  gallant  array 
of  masts  and  flags ;— the  background,  formed  by  the  bold 
and  well-defined  outline  of  the  lofty  Purbeck  hills,  giving 
relief  to  the  sombre  ruins  of  Gorfe  Castle  in  their  front ; — 
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the  island  and  castle  of  Brownsea,  forming  a  pleasing  ter- 
mination to  one  side  of  the  view,  whilst  the  other  is  bounded 
by  the  undulations  of  the  distant  heathy  hills  ; — com- 
bine to  produce  scenery  of  a  very  distinctive  and  agreeable 
kind.  And,  as  the  communication  between  the  harbour 
and  the  sea  b  hidden  by  the  overlapping  of  Brownsea 
island  and  the  opposite  sandbanks,  the  appearance  is  that 
of  a  large  inland  lake. 

One  of  the  more  prominent  natural  advantages  derived 
by  Poole  from  its  protected  situation,  is  that  the  climate  is 
of  a  very  mild  and  equable  temperature,  the  variations  of 
the  thermometer  being  less  than  in  most  other  places, — a 
circumstance  that  renders  the  town  generally  healthy,  and 
a  desirable  residence  for  those  whose  physical  constitution 
may  require  avoidance  of  the  more  extreme  alterriations  of 
temperatureu 
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From  beyond  the  time  of  our  earliest  records,  Poole 
has  been  a  member  of  the  manor  of  Canford,  and  its  terri- 
torial history  is  therefore  identical  with  the  descent  of  that 
important  and  extensive  manor.  Few  estates  have  passed 
dirough  the  hands  of  so  many  possessors  as  that  now  under 
notice;  and  its  connection  with  so  many  of  the  highest 
families  of  the  kingdom,  and  its  association  with  names 
and  events  that  are  prominent  in  our  national  annals,  invest 
it  with  a  more  than  ordinary  interest.  In  tracing  the 
various  transfers  to  which  the  manor  has  been  subject,  the 
earliest  authentic  record  to  which  reference  can  be  made 
is  that  great  statistical  document  known  as  Domesday 
book.  By  this  we  are  informed  that  Ulwen  held  this 
manor^  then  called  *  Cheneford,'  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Confessor. 

[Family  of  Sarisberie.— (Rosmar.)]— This  record 
then  states,  that  at  the  time  of  the  survey  it  was  held  of  the 
King  by  Edward  de  Sarisberie  ;  that  it  consisted  of 
eighteen  carucates,  and  that  this  manor  and  that  of  Chine- 
stantone  (now  Kinson)  were  worth  when  he  received  them 
£50»  but  at  the  time  of  the  survey  £70. 
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This  Edward  de  Soraberie  was  the  second  son  of 
Walter  le  £urus4f ,  «arl  of  Rosmary  in  Normandy,  who 
was  amongst  the  powerftil  chieftains  that  accompanied  the 
duke  of  Normandj  into  England,  stnd  to  whom,  in  conri* 
deration  of  th6  valour  which  he  displayed  in  the  battle  of 
Hastings,  the  Conqueror  gave  the  lordships  of  Salisbury 
and  Ambrtesbury.  This  earl,  before  his  coming  into 
England,  bad  issue  Girold,  afterwards  earl  of  Roamar, 
called  ^  Mantelec  f  who  was  the  fiither  of  William  de  Ro^ 
MH*,  called  *  Le  Groe  ;*  who  was  the  fether  of  William  de 
Rosmar,  named  *  Mescbin,'  and  he  of  another  WiUiam  de 
Rosnuu",  wbo  died  without  nsue.  After  his  settlement  in 
England,  earl  Walter  had  a  son,  the  above  Edward  de 
Sarisberie^,  who  appears  at  the  time  of  the  general  survey 
•a  have  possessed  two  lorddiips  in  Dorsetshire,  three  in 
Soifiers^lBhire,  one  in  Surrey,  two  in  Hampshire,  one  in 
Middlesex,  two  in  Hertfordshire,  two  in  Buckin^nunsfaire^ 
and  thirty-eight  in  Wiltshire,  out  of  which  county,  being 
then  sheriff  tfiereof,  he  received  in  rent,  as  bdonging  to 
bis  ofice,  ft  hundred  and  tfiirty  hogs,  thirty*two  bacons^ 
two  bushels  and  sixteen  gallons  of  wheat,  as  much  of  baiw 
ley,  five  bushels  and  eight  gallons  of  oats,  thirty-tw^ 
gaHons  of  honey  or  sixteen  shillings,  four  hundred  and 
eighty  hens,  a  thousand  and  six  hundred  eggs,  a  hundred 
cheeses,  fifty-two  lambs,  one  hundred  and  forty  fleeces  of 
wool,  having  likewise  a  hundred  and  sixty-twe  acres  of 

*  SonuonM  were  andently  gireu  from  particular  circomstancea  connected  ?rith  the 
ladivldtiaL  Sometimes  they  were  dcrired  from  the  place  of  hia  birth,  as  Edward  *  de 
Barisberie,*  and,  aa  some  hare  it,  Walter  '  de  Evreux  :*  whilat,  in  most  instanoea, 
Ihey  had  reference  to  aome  personal  peculiarity ;  thus,  as  others  derire  it,  Walter  *  le 
Earns,*  (heureux.)  or  fortunate;  Girold  *le  Mantelec,*  from  hia  peculiar  xaktilbt, 
•rcloak^WilUam'leMcachin,*  the  araridoua;  William  *leOtoa;*  HumMdos  *  enm 
barba;'  Ronnlph  *Genion8,'  from  his  moustachea ;  Sec 

i  The  early  genealogy  of  this  family  is  involved  in  much  obscurity.  Considerable 
dispute  haa  arisen  on  the  question  whether  this  was  a  branch  of  the  great  Normaa 
Counts  of  Errenx.  Dugdalc,  however,  and  the  Laeock  Book,  do  not  ascribe  to  thin 
any  such  origin ;  and  an  Investigation  into  the  various  writers  on  the  subject,  lears 
the  matter  In  great  nneertainty.  We  have  adhered  to  the  statement  of  the  Laooek, 
Bo<^  Edward  of  Salisbury  must  have  been  very  yotmg  at  the  time  of  hb  suceN- 
sion  to  the  estates  by  the  death  of  his  father ;  if,  indeed,  the  statement  be  true  tha% 
he  was  bom  after  the  arrival  of  his  father  in  England  with  the  Conqueror. 
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arable  land,  and  amongst  the  reeves-land  to  the  value  of 
forty  pounds  per  annum.  This  Edward  was  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  king*  William  the  Conqueror's  foundation 
charter  of  the  abbey  of  Selby,  in  the  county  of  York. 
And  in  the  20th  Henry  I,  being  the  king's  standard  bear^ 
in  the  battle  of  Brenneville,  in  Normandy,  (where  king 
Henry  I.  was  present  and  victorious,)  he  behaved  with 
singular  courage  and  military  skill.  The  time  of  his  death 
is  uncertain.    He  left  issue 

Walter,  his  son  and  heir,  and  a  daughter  called 
Maud,  wife  of  Humphry  de  Bohun.  This  Walter  having 
married  Sibilla  de  Chaworth<^y  became  the  founder  of  the 
priory  of  Bradenstoke  in  the  county  of  Wilts^*,  for  canons 
regular  of  St.  Augustine,  plentifully  endowing  it  with  lands 
and  revenues ;  and,  surviving  her,  he  took  the  habit  of  a 
canon  there.  After  which,  departing  this  life  in  that  house, 
he  was  buried  with  her  in  one  grave  near  the  choir  tfiere, 
leaving  issue 

Patrick,  his  son  and  heir,  who  was  advanced  to  the  title 
and  dignity  of  earl  of  Salisbury,  by  Maud  the  empress, 
being  then  steward  of  her  household;  and  in  the  18tb 
Stephen,  upon  the  accord  then  made  between  Henry,  duke 
of  Normandy,  and  king  Stephen,  he  was  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses thereto,  by  the  title  of  earl.  After  which,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  H.,  until  the 
end  of  the  sixth  year  of  that  reign,  he  was  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Wilts.  In  the  10th  Henry  H.  he  was  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  recognition  of  the  ancient  laws  and  liber- 


*  This  lady  was  of  that  family,  from  whom  was  descended  the  beautiful  girl  who 
awakened  the  first  feelings  of  passion  in  the  breast  of  the  youthful  By  ton,  called 
ky  him  *'  The  last  sdou  of  an  ancient  race,"  and  of  whom  he  has  written  in  language 
of  such  pure  affection. 

4  The  ancient  Priory  of  Bradenstoke  was  founded  In  1142,  for  religious  of  the 
Older  of  Aogustine  or  Black  Canons,  in  honour,  as  most  houses  of  the  kind  were 
hoik,  of  the  **  Blessed  Virgin."  On  the  valuation  taken  of  this  priory,  shortly  be- 
fore its  dissolution,  its  total  income  amounted  to  £270  IO0.  8d.,  and  its  net  rerenue, 
after  deductions,  to  £212  19s.  8d.  It  was  granted  in  exchange  to  Richard  Pexel, 
38th  Henry  VHI.  From  the  heirs  of  Pexel,  or  Pecsall,  it  came,  by  purchase,  into 
the  possession  of  the  Mcthacns,  of  Corsham. 
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ties  of  England,  then  made  by  that  lung.  In  tlie  13th 
Henry  II.,  upon  the  aid  then  assessed  for  marrying  that 
king*s  daugiiter,  he  certified  his  knight's  fees  to  be  in  num- 
ber seventy-eight  and  two^fifths.  In  the  13th  Henry  II., 
being  in  Normandy  with  the  king,  upon  the  rebellion  of  the 
Poictevins  and  Gascons,  after  the  takin^r  of  the  castle  of 
Lezinnian,  when  king  Henry  went  to  meet  the  king  of 
France,  and  to  expostulate  with  him  touching  his  injuries, 
he  was  left  with  the  queen  during  her  stay  in  that  castle* 
This  earl  Patrick,  for  the  health  of  the  souls  of  his  father 
and  mother,  and  of  the  soul  of  Maud  his  wife,  confirmed 
those  grants  which  Walter  de  Salbburie,  his  father,  had 
made  to  the  canons  of  Bradenstoke,  upon  his  foundation 
of  that  monastery,  and  gave  diem  lands  in  Wilecote,  in 
exchange  for  those  in  Wvvelesford,  given  to  them  by  his 
father.  The  rest  of  the  manor  of  Wilecote  he  gave  them 
in  lieu  of  the  church  of  Caneford,  and  chapel  of  St*  An- 
drew, at  Cettre,  and  bestowed  on  the  knights  templars  a 
mill  at  Lacock,  in  the  county  of  Wilts.  Being  the  king's 
lieut^iant  in  Aquitaine,  and  captain  general  of  the  forces 
there  in  the  year  1 167,  I3th  Henry  II.,  he  was  then  slain 
by  Guy  de  Lusignan,  upon  his  return  from  a  pilgrimage 
which  he  had  made  to  St.  James  m  Gallicia,  and  was 
buried  at  St<  Hilary  in  Poictiers.  The  king  so  highly 
resented  his  death,  thai  he  expelled  Guy  out  of  Poictoq ; 
and  as  the  earl  was  slain  in  his  attendance  upon  the  queen, 
Eleanor,  she  procured  the  king  her  husband  to  join  with 
her  in  the  gift  of  all  their  customs  in  Benai,  imto  the 
church  where  he  was  buried.  This  earl  Patrick  was  twice 
married.  By  his  last  wife,  Ela,  daughter  of  the  count 
de  Ponthieu,  and  widow  of  earl  Warren,  he  had  William, 
the  next  earl,  and  three  other  sons,  named  Walter,  Pat- 
rick, and  Philip. 

To  him  succeeded  William,  his  son,  in  the  earldom  of 
Salisbury.  This  earl  William  at  the  coronation  of  king 
Richard  L,  bore  the  golden  sceptre,  with  the  dove  on  the 
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bead  of  H,  in  that  solemn  proceeding.  And  in  the 
2nd  Richard  L,  when  the  king  was  tak^i  prisoner  in 
Almaine,  he  was  one  of  those  who  adhered  to  John,  earl 
of  Moreton,  dien  striving  for  the  rule  here :  at  that  time 
be  likewise  executed  the  office  of  sha'iff  of  Wiltshire, 
which  he  held  till  the  8th  Richard  I.  In  6th  Richard  I. 
be  was  with  the  king  in  the  expedition  then  made  into 
Normandy;  and  was  likewise  present  in  his  great  council 
et  Nottingham  after  his  return  into  England.  And  at  the 
second  coronation  of  the  king  in  the  same  year,  he  was 
one  of  the  four  earls  who  then  carried  the  canopy  of  state. 
He  died  ibe  next  year,  1198,  Sib  Richard  L,  leaving  issue 
by  Eleanor  de  Vitrei  his  wife,  daught^  of  Tirrel  de 
Matners,  one  sole  daughter,  his  heir,  called 

El  A,  who  was  the  heroine  of  a  romantic  incident,  and 
tbe  events  of  whose  life  afford  still  more  ample  provision 
for  the  pen  of  the  poet  and  novelist,  fhan  even  for  that  of 
the  mere  genealogist  and  historian ;  and  whose  virtues  and 
adventures  were  ^ishrined  in  many  a  troubadour's  lay. 
Eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  fother's  death,  Ae 
was  left  an  orphan  possessed  of  immense  property,  and 
necessmly  subject  to  all  the  wiles  and  viol^ice  resorted  to 
in  that  age  to  obtain  possession  of  rich  heiresses.  Wh^her 
with  a  view  to  protect  her  from  such  attempts,  or  with  die 
object  of  sacrificing  her  inclinations  and  person  at  a  fitting 
age,  cannot  now  be  learned;  but  certain  it  is,  that  on 
losing  the  protecticm  of  her  father,  this  richly  portioned 
heiress  was  suddenly  snatched  from  the  scenes  familiar  to 
her  infancy,  and  subjected  to  a  jealous  seclusion  in  a  fo* 
reign  country ;  being  taken  into  Normandy  by  her  relations, 
end  there  brought  up  in  dose  and  secret  custody.  The 
fame  of  her  beauty  and  wealth,  however,  having  been 
bruited,  an  English  knight,  named  William  Talbot,  un- 
dertook to  discover  the  place  of  the  youthful  heiress's  con- 
cealment. Assuming  the  garb  of  a  pilgrim,  the  gallant 
Talbot  passed  over  into  Normandy,  and  there  continued 
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his  seardi  for  two  years^^.  Wh«a  at  l^igth  he  iiad  foubd 
Ihe  lady  Ela  of  Salisbury,  he  exchanged  lus  pilgrim's 
dres$  for  that  of  a  harper  ol*  travelling  trotibadour,  and  in 
tteit  giuse-^itered  the  court  in  Whidi  the  maid  was  detain- 
ed. As  he  sustained  to  perfection  his  chsuraeter  of  a  glee* 
many  and  was  excell^itly  versed  in  the  gests,  or  historical 
hlfrs,  l-ecetiiitkig  the  deeds  of  former  timesy  this  stranger 
Iras  luiidly  Teoetved,  4ind  soon  treated  as  oo^  of  the  house- 
betfL  At  last,  ^^iifficidt  undeiPtlJdng  Was  fully  ac6om^ 
pliriied;  wh^,  ^aiviqgfound  a^xmveinent  (^oi^tutiity  for 
retook^  to  En^a&d,  be^ditried  with  htm  the  Jieiress,  and 
l^reseoAed  her  to  kitig  Ridiard.  That  moiiarch  received 
her  with  tiiat  courteousaess  and  (Aivriric  cionsidearatioa 
whibh  wete  ihe  dbaraolmstics  aiy^e  of  the  Ung  and  of 
Hie  agef  «id  ga^e  heir  in  marriage  to  his  broths  William^ 
siAtoluned  Loif  obspbe,  who  was  ^  nattutd  son  of  Heniy 
U^  by  Rosamund  €liibrd,  better  knofm  as  the  *^fafar 
Bosamntid/'  whose  roinairtie  name,  her  traditional  Ihte^ 
tad  the  proximify  df  her  bower  and  of  her  butial«iplace  Id 
the  tnuseas  of  Oxford^  liave  aH  codtributed  to  perpetuate 
that  ccAebrity  which  her  beauty  acquired  in  her  own  days, 
nis  ffiarriage^  or  rather  affiancing,  took  place  in  1198, 
when  Eia  must  have  4>een  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age,  Mid 
iMnedlalely  aA^  ibe  was  plaeed  within  ihe  power  of  her 
sotereij^  lotd» 

£TAb  L6NG^tab8.]^With  ll^f>thar  possessidns  of  the 
elder  hduse  of  Salisbuiy,  the  manor  of  Oanford  and  its 
membeto  passed  hy  this  marriage  ii^  the  hands  of  Lon«- 
(i«8PBB,  who  was  so  named  from  the  long  sword  he  wore. 
We  find  ndthii^  recorded  of  this  gallant  wartior  previods 
to  bis  htdktg  affianced  to  Ela,  and  it  is  probable,  from  all 
eoRCttitent  circumstances,  that  he  was  then  a  youtfi  just 
rising  into  manhood,  and  that  his  munificent  brother,  Rtch^ 


*  JhigcUe,  iA  his  Baronage,  inconecUy  saya  *'  mootba''  tastcad  of  '*  yetia. 


»» 
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ard,  with  whom  he  appears  to  have  been  a  peculiar  favourite^ 
took  the  earliest  opportunity  thus  to  confer  upon  him  a 
provision  suitable  to  his  royal  birth.  On  the  death  of 
Richard  I.,  he  adhered  faithfully  to  John  during  the  early 
part  of  his  reign,  and  was  in  frequent  attendance  on  the 
king,  through  the  vagrant  life  in  which  his  reign  was  spent. 
Immediately  upon  his  marriage,  or  at  least  very  shortly 
after,  Longesp6e  entered  upon  Ela's  hereditary  office  of 
die  shrievalty  of  Wiltshure.  At  the  coronation  of  John, 
May  27,^  1199,  at  Westminster,  the  earl  of  Salisbury  was 
amongst  the  concourse  of  nobility  present.  He  was  ap- 
pointed constable  of  Dover  castle,  Sept.  9,  1204,  and 
held  that  officef  for  about  twenty  months.  In  1206  he  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  some  troops  embarked  by 
John  in  his  attempted  enterprise  for  the  recovery  of 
Normandy.  In  1209  he  was  constituted  warden  of  the 
marches  in  Wales.  He  adhered  steadily  to  his  royal 
brother  during  that  stormy  period,  when  Pope  Innoc^it 
fulminated  his  interdict  against  king  John ;  and  is  named 
first  amongst  those  whom  Matthew  Paris  calls  the  king's 
<^  consiliarii  iniquissimi."  He  was,  of  course,  involved  in 
some  of  the  scenes  of  humiliation  whidi  John  was  doomed 
to  encounter.  In  1213  he  was  one  of  the  four  great  barons, 
whose  names  appear  in  the  treaty  entered  into  by  John  with 
the  pope,  and  who  all  swore  on  the  king's  behalf  t6  his 
observance  of  the  ignominious  conditions  imposed  by  the 
pontiff.  In  the  same  year,  he  commanded  the  English  fl^t 
in  the  war  with  France,  and  surprising  the  fleet  of  Philip, 
ihe  French  king,  entirely  destroyed  it.  This  expedition  was 
imusually  short ;  for,  surprising  a  large  French  fleet  at  an- 
chor in  the  haven  of  Dam,  deserted  by  the  soldiers,  who 
had  marched  to  ravage  the  country,  the  English  forces, 
having  soon  overcome' the  sailors,  immediately  loaded  thirty 
ef  the  transports  with  every  kind  of  store  and  provision, 
and  sent  them  off  to  sail  for  England.  They  then  proceeded 
to  fire  the  despoiled  vessels,  amounting  to  a  hundred  or 
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more,  which  were  lying  dry  on  the  shore.  This  falal  loss 
blasted  all  Philip's  grand  projects,  and  obliged  him  to  re- 
linquish his  undertaking, — viz.,  the  reduction  of  Flanders, 
— and  to  return  to  Paris  extremely  mortified.  In  1214  he. 
was  one  of  the  five  earls  taken  at  the  battle  of  Bovines^ 
gained  by  Philip  over  the  emperor  Otho,  of  Germany ;  but 
recovered  his  liberty  in  the  following  year.  In  the  contest 
between  John  and  his  barons,  Longesp&e  attached  himself 
to  the  party  of  the  king,  and  was  one  of  those  threatened- 
by  the  confederate  barons,  when  besi^ing  John  in  the 
tower,  with  the  plundering  of  their  estates.  He  was  also 
(me  of  those  who  attended  on  the  king's  side  at  Runny- 
mede;  and  we  find  him  amongst  those  named  in  Magna 
Charta.  When  the  king  had  collected  an  army  of  fo- 
reign merceoaries,  with  the  assistance  of  the  pope,  to 
whom  he  had  been  again  reconciled,  he  divided  his  forces 
into  two  bodies,  giving  the  command  of  one  of  them  to 
Longespee,  who  first  placed  garrisons  in  the  castles  of 
Windsor,  Hertford,  and  Berkhampstead,  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  watch  the.  city  of  London,  where  the  barons  had  fixed 
themselves,  and  cut  ofi*  the  supply  of  their  provisions.  He 
then  ravaged  Essex,  Hertford,  Middlesex,  Cambridgeshire, 
and  Huntingd<H)dbire.  By  these  exertions,  the  arms  of  the 
king  were  so  successful,  that  the  barons  had  only  two  cas- 
tles left,  Mountsorrel  in  Leicestershire,  and  that  of  Robert 
de  Ros  in  Yorkshire.  At  that  crisb  they  turned  for  aid  to 
prince  Louis,  the  dauphin  of  France,  who,  m  May,  1216, 
landed  at  Sandwich.  We  now  ^icounter  a  remarkable 
diange  in  the  conduct  of  the  earl  of  Salisbury.  He  who 
had  been  so  loyal  to  his  brother  throughout  all  his  difficul- 
ties, is  now  found  suddenly  to  join  the  French  invader.  In- 
assigning  a  motive  for  this  conduct,  our  chroniclers  oiter- 
tam  diverse  views.  Matthew  Paris  ascribes  the  desertion  to 
a  conviction  on  the  part  of  Salisbury  and  those  who  were 
associated  with  him,  that  they  were  cleaving  to  the  strong- 
est party,  "  as  if  they  accounted  it  now  perfectly  certain 


n 

Ikal  Louis  would?  obCai»  die  kmgdont  of  England  ;'^  wfaUsI 
the  chnmicle'Of  Mdioietspeaks  of  then** conduct  as  haidtig^ 
lieett  adopted  with  the  intention  rather  of  subveiiing  tban 
of  assisting  the  oauso  of  Louis,  ^d  their  subsequmt  be» 
burioiff  would'  seeni'  to  fttYOwr*  this  last  conjectunew  On  the 
ISCfa.  ^f  Octob^  in  the*  same  year,  death  tenninatedthe 
lurbulmiti  and  miserabliS'reign  of^  John,  and  shortly  afteiw 
wards  Loi^e^>6e  aotd  the  other  three  earls  again<  dianged 
their  party^  and  admowledged  the  young  king^JHe^ry  IlL 
Chi' this  r^uvn,  L(Hige^6e  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Soneiy 
seti  and:  goiremor  of  the  castle  of  Sherborne ;  and  was  also» 
eopstituted  sheriff  of  Linc<Ai  and  governor  of  theoastle* 
there.  The  Clause  RoHs  for  •  many'  subsequent^  yearst  teenii 
with  entries  of  money  andl  lands  which  were*  conferred 
upon  hini-  From  some-  of  them*  we  gathw  that  the  king^ 
presented*  him  with  iBlOOO'in^  money,  the^  payment  of  which 
was  completed*  in  Ndvembery  ISljOi;  and,  besides,  paid 
him*  jiearly  the  sum^  of  490(^  until  he*  was  provided' with 
esdieated  lands  of  that  value*  Lands  of  the  value- of  £S00 
had  been  promised  to  him.  by  king  John.  He  reodved' 
scarcely  fewer  ftvours  from  the- crown,  than  had;  fallen*  to* 
bis  share  when  he  was  the  oompanion  of  the  late-king* 
Besides  the*  weightier  matters  already  mei^oned;  gifts  of 
deer  and  of  timber  are  particularlj^  frequent.  In  Abyt 
^20,  he  assisted  at  the  foundation  of  the  new  cathednd^ 
ohurdi  of  New  Si^runu  The  bidiop.  laid  the  first  stone* 
for  pope  Honorius;  the  second  for  Stephen,  archbttbopi 
of  Canterbury ;  the  third  for  hunsel^  Then'  the  fouiih* 
was  laid  by  William^  eari  of  Salbbury  ^  and  the  fififai 
by  his  wife,  the  oountess  Ela,  ^  a  woman  truly  praise* 
worthy/'  adds  the  chronidfsr  qf  this,  ^lendidi  pageanti 
For  some  time  subsequent  to.  this,  Longespfe  appearsto* 
have  led  a  courtly  Iife«  and  was  generally  in  attendance* 
on  hb  king:  but,  in  the  ^ring  of  1234^  his  nephew, 
prince  Richard,  the  king's  brother,  was  placed  under  hts 
guidance,  that  his  maiden  sword  might  be  fleshed  ui^der 


dimfAott  #f>  so  eiqperieiiced  and^  gaHani  a  soldier,  im 
Ike  jMm  ofl  Gasoooju  Huungi  c<rf|Mtod:  an  anqr,  tfai» 
€att  proceeded  wHk  his  royal  nephem  through  Gascony^ 
redttcbg'  to  obedtenoe  those  whareftued  homage  and^feal-* 
Igr  takmg  Ifenry.  1  his^  canqpaign  lasted  about  two  yeorsr 
ia  which  Loi^i^^de  bore  die  most  conqiicuous  part.  The 
voyage^  on  bis retmto  En^aad>  was.most  dtsasirous  and 
protnieted-  for  upwards  of  thneo' mondis.  During  the  in* 
tttrvalv  all:  his  friends  had  deqNitred'  of  his  safety,  ^uxpt 
his  fiiithfid  wife,  whO|  thou^  now  a  mabron.  whose  i^ 
and  cKgnity  ought  to  have  commanded  greater  reqiect^ 
became  again  an  object  of  pursuit  to  the  fortuneJuuiteiSi 
ofithe  oourt.  The  person  who  then  had  the  greatest  sway 
hi  the  oou^cy^  was  the  justiciary  Hubert  de  Burgh' ;  amait 
wjio  was  no  less  remarkable  on  account  of  his  power  and 
prosperity  under  one  king,  than  for  his  tnakomd  suflteings. 
under  another.  It  is  related^  by  Matthew  Paris,  that,  whilst 
king  Ifenry  was  deeply  affected  with  grief  at  the  supposed 
Idss  of  the  eei^  of  Salisbury,  this  potent  minister,  Hubert,, 
came  and  required  from  him  that  he  would  bestow  eaii 
William's  wife^  to  whom  that  earldom  belonged  by  here- 
<tftazy  rights  on  his  own  nephew  Reimund,  that  he  might 
marry  her.  The  king  yielded  to  this  petition,  provided  the 
oountess  [could  be  induced  to  consent ;  but  sho:  reeeiFed 
KeuQund  with  scorn  for  his  offers,  and  protestations  of  her 
assurance  of  her*  husband's  safety.  Oa  the  arrival  of  the* 
earl,,  after  gii^ng  public  thanks  for  his  preservation  and 
safe  return^  he  proceeded  to  the  kifig  at  Sbriborough,  and 
complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  justiciary  and  Reimundi 
Peace  was  however  made  between  them;  the  justiciary 
mvited  the  earl  to  his  table,  where,  it  is  said,  the  earl  was. 
nifected  with  secret  poison^^,  and,  thence  returning  to  his 

*'  Tim  friq^KOl  tnftomtloni  of  nnpectcd  poiion  which  occur  in  old  chronicles 
sddoni  dperre  any  other  regard  than  as  eridencea  of  the  ignorance  of  the  times  in 
pathological  science.  It  Is  evident  that  nothing  could  be  more  Ukely  to  act  as  poison 
than  the  royal  feastings  of  Marlborough,  after  tho  long  privations  of  a  disastrous 
voyage  and  8h(pwicck.-i-Thc  memory  of  Hubert  dc  Borgb  has  eulftxed  considtrably- 
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castle  of  Salisbury,  took  to  his  bed  grievously  sick,  and 
shortly  afterwards  eicpired,  March  7, 1226.  The  intermeDt 
of  hts  body  took  place  on  the  following  day,  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Virgin  in  the  new  cathedral  of  Salisbury.  <<  There/' 
says  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bowles,  *^  on  the  north,  stood  his 
monument,  with  his  effigy,  its  sides  ornamented  with  pillars 
and  arches  carved  in  wood,  and  panels  richly  painted,  dia- 
pered, and  gik,  having  depicted  around  it,  in  alternate 
shidds,  the  three  lions  passant  of  England,  and  the  six 
rampant  lioncels  of  Salisbury.  In  the  year  1790,  alas  for 
cathedral  inqprovements !  tim  monument  was  removed  to 
its  present  situation  in  the  nave,  when  the  skeleton  was 
found  entire.  The  appearance  of  this  'son,  brother,  and 
uncle  of  kings,'  to  judge  from  his  martial  figure  of  grey 
marble,  sleeping  as  it  were  from  century  to  century,  with 
his  sword  and  shield4^  upon  his  tomb  in  Salisbury  cathe- 
dral, must  have  been  singulariy  manly  and  commanding* 
His  features  are  only  partially  exposed,  through  a  small 
aperture  in  his  hood  of  mail,  which  entirely  covers  his 
mouth  and  chin.  His  eyebrows  are  somewhat  lofty  and 
imperious ;  but  the  ey^  seem  gentle  and  intelligent.  His 
limbs  are  li^tly  cased  with  plaited  mail,  formerly  gilt, 
which  covers  his  hands  and  feet«  On  his  body,  above  his 
mail  shirt,  he  wears  a  surcoat,  formerly  blue,  painted  with 
Koncels,  and  lined  with  crimson;  this  is  confined  by -the 
belt  (^knighthood,  with  a  golden  buckle." 

The  earl  left  issue  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  by  his 
countess  £la,  four  sons  and  four  daughters ;  the  former 
were  William,  Richard,  Stephen,  and  Nicholas. 

The  countess  £la  lived  long  after  the  death  of  the  earl 
her  husband,  surviving  both  her  son  and  grandson.    Thus 

from  •uspicion  and  tradition ;  for  this  alleged  crime,  as  well  as  the  participation  in  the 
death  of  prince  Arthur,  which  is  in  legendary  lore  ascribed  to  him,  are  foreign  to 
those  indications  of  his  moral  character,  which  authentic  history  has  handed  down. 

•  On  this  shield,  azukb,  are  embossed  six  lioncels  rampant,  3, 2, 1,  oe.  The  lion- 
eels  painted  on  the  surcoat,  are  like  in  number  and  arrangement  j  but,  by  reason  of 
the  many  foldings,  they  are  not  so  easily  discernible. 
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k  was  that  neither  of  these  enjojed  tlie  title  and  estates  of 
the  earldom  of  Salisbury^  which  Ela  inherited  from  the 
Edward  of  Domesday,  and  which,  by  the  principles  of  the 
feudal  law  that  then  prevailed,  became  vested  in  her  during 
her  life.  As  she  continued  a  widow,  the  title  remained 
dormant;  but  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Wiltshire,  and  that  of 
castellan  of  Old  Sarum,  she  was  permitted  to  exercise  in 
person,  1 1th  Henry  III. ;  and  again  in  the  15th  of  that  reign 
she  paid  a  fine  of  200  marks,  to  have  the  custody  (i.  e.  tlie 
shrievalty)  of  the  county  and  the  castle  of  Sarum,  during 
her  whole  life.  She  exercised  the  office  until  she  became 
a  nun,  in  21st  Henry  III.  A  few  years  after  her  husband's 
decease,  she  founded  the  abbey  of  Lacock,  and  the  priory 
ef  Hinton,  and  on  Christmas  day,  1238,  Ela  assumed  the 
habit  of  religion  in  the  former  foundation,  being  then  in  the 
51st  year  of  her  age.  August  15,  1240,  she  was  constitu- 
ted abbess  of  Lacock,  and  after  having  held  peaceful  rule 
over  her  monastic  society  for  sixteen  years,  she  relinquish- 
ed this  station  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1256,  and  spent 
the  last  five  years  of  her  life  in  perfect  retirement  and 
seclufflon.  She  died  August  24,  1261,  in  the  seventy- 
fourth  jear  of  her  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir  of  the 
monastery  at  Lacock. 

William  Lonoespee  the  second  inherited  the  name 
without  the  dignity  of  hb  father;  the  earldom  of  Salisbury, 
and  the  estates  appendant  to  that  title,  being  vested  in  the 
countess  Ela^  and  consequently  dormant  through  her  wi- 
dowhood. It  is  probable  that,  if  Ela  had  accepted  a 
second  husband,  he  would  have  acquired  a  title  to  the 
earldom  as  complete,  during  her  life,  as  Longespee  himself 
had  enjoyed ;  so  closely  at  that  period  did  the  rights  of  in- 
heritance attach  themselves  to  the  husbands  of  heiresscs4f« 
We  are  informed  that  her  son,  when  he  became  of  age, 

*  Thns,  «t  the  same  period,  the  heiress  of  Albemarle  had  conferred  the  di^ty  of 
Earl  sacoessively  on  her  three  husbands,  William  de  Mandeville,  William  de  Fortibus, 
and  Bfldnrin  de  Betun  -,  it  a|tenrard0  descended  to  her  son  and  heir,  who  was  bom  of 
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daimed  myestiture  of  tbe  eiurklaiii:  but  that  the  king^re^* 
fused  it,  **  not  in  his  anger,  or  from  an  lurbitary  impulse,^ 
but  judicialUer,  that  is,  by  the  advice  of  bis  judges,  and 
according  to  Uie  principles  of  feudal  law.  He  was  a  minoir 
at  the  time  of  bis  fittber's  death,  and  for  some  ^rs  after; 
but  he  had  been  already  provided  with  a  wife  of  ample 
domains,  the  heiress  of  the  two  baronies  <tf  Hay  m  hm^ 
eolnshh-e,  and  Camville  in  (be  coiunty  of  Osford,  and 
elsewhere*  The  marriage  of  this  lady,  Idonea,  the  daugh* 
ler  of  Richard  de  Camville,  had  been  granted  to  <the 
earl,  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1216,  specially  tot  the  advan« 
tage  of  his  eldest  son,  WilKam*  In  1326  tl^y  were  already 
married ;  but  in  1281,  young  Longesp6e  was^tiV  a  wiaxm, 
though  idonea  had  attained  her  miyoritif.  In  the  nelst 
year  we  find  him  serving  wiUi  Ihe  army  in  Wales,  being 
present,  says  Matthew  Paris,  in  the  royd  casa^f  at  the  tinle 
when  it  was  grievously  despoiled  by  a  night  attack  of  the 
enemy.  In  1233,  ^17tfa  Henry  III*,)  he  was  got  with  the 
sword  of  kmgbfiood%  Hehad been  finit  << signed  with  the 
cross^  in  1286,  with  many  distinguished  con^Mttions,  bift 
their  intentions  a[^>earlo  have  been  suspended  until  to^alrda 
the  olose  of  the  year  1239;  when  an  asMmbly  of  the  prin- 
cipal croises  of  England  took  place  at  Northampton,  to 
consult  respecting  their  journey,  it  seems  probable  that 
at  this  period,  as  oertainly  on  hb  second  voyage  to  Pale»» 
tine,  Longe6p6e  headed  an  expedition  distinct  from  Aat  of 
the  earl  of  Cornwall.  He  left  En^and,  says  Maldiew 
Paris,  <<  about  the  same  time''  a»  eari  Aickard,  htataf^pa^ 


^m^ 


Ihe  leoond  hmband.  Isabel  of  Olouoestor  was  tbe  wife,  fiist  of  John,  (afterwards 
king,)  and  secondly  Of  Oeolfry  de  Mandeville,  who  were  bofh  earls  of  Olonccsler 
laberright  InUwreignof  Idwardl.,  there  wasahinstaaioeof  atfumbeoomingan 
carl  by  manying  a  widow  only,  without  her  being  an  heiress,  (as  is  said  to  hare  hap- 
pened to  Stephan  de  Longesp6 ;)  bat  in  that  instance  the  ooontess  was  one  of  the. 
king's  daughters.  Her  husband,  Balph  de  Monlhermer.  was  earl  of  Oloncester  and 
Hertford,  so  long  as  the  princess  Joan  lived;  bat  on  her  death  the  dignity  left  him 
and  doToWed  on  Gilbert  de  Clare,  the  son  and  heir  of  the  princess  by  her  first  hus- 
band, whilst  Ralph  de  Montheiper  lurrired  her  for  •erenteeft  yetrs,  inthenakof 
•  hvon  o&Iy*«^owiiBs, 
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renily  it  was  not  in  his  company.  He  arrived  in  England, 
on  his  return,  in  the  beginning  of  March,  1241-2.  At  a 
later  period  of  the  same  year  (1242),  he  was  present  at 
the  battle  of  Xantoigne,  in  Guienne ;  after  which,  he  and 
the  earl  of  Leicester  (the  great  Simon  de  Montfort)  re- 
mained at  Bourdeaux  with  the  king  and  queen,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  the  majority  of  the  English  barons,  and 
to  their  own  great  loss  in  the  incurring  of  debt.  During 
all  these  transactions,  he  appears  to  have  borne  the  title  of 
earl,  by  courtesy,  though  his  claim  to  the  dignity  was  in 
dispute,  and  he  had  therefore  never  obtained  possession  of 
the  revenues  of  the  earldom.  On  this  account,  in  1243, 
the  king  granted  him  an  annuity  of  sixty  marks  out  of  the 
exchequer,  until  he  should  obtain  judgment  upon  the 
claim  he  made  to  the  earldom  of  Wiltshire  and  castle  of 
Sarum.  It  was  probably  owing  to  the  favour  of  his  sove- 
reign, that  he  became  possessed  of  other  portions  of  the 
inheritance  of  Ela,  including  the  manor  of  Canford  and 
Poole.  In  1247,  says  Matthew  Paris,  William  Longespee, 
shrewdly  imagining  that,  like  earl  Richard,  he  might, 
Vres^ing  where  he  had  not  sown,*  collect  some  emolu- 
ment from  the  crusaders,  "went  to  the  court  of  Rome, 
and  soliciting  our  lord  the  pope  (Gregory  IX.)  to  further 
his  views,  said,  ^  My  lord,  you  see  that  I  am  signed  with 
the  cross^f ,  and  am  prepared  to  proceed  on  the  expedition 


*  The  devotee  who  had  assumed  the.  cross,  or  become  what  the  chroniclers  call 
'emcesignatus/  was  distinguished  to  the  ricw  of  all  men  by  a  croi  s  affixed  to  a  cou- 
•pieaous  part  of  his  dress.    The  custom  originated  with  the  council  of  Clermont, 
held  by  pope  Urban  II.,  in  109&.  The  crosses  were  received,  with  certain  ceremonies,  ' 
from  the  hands  of  bishops  or  abbots.    Those  worn  by  great  men  were  made  of  silk,  * 
and  worked  with  gold ;  those  of  the  commonalty  of  doth.    The  colour  was  origi- 
nally crimson ;  but  different  colours  were  afterwards  taken,  in  order  to  distinguish  * 
the  country  of  the  wearer.    In  the  expedition  of  1188,  Philip  king  of  France  and 
his  followers  adopted  a  red  cross ;  Henry,  king  of  England,  and  his  men,  white  cros- 
ses ;  and  ^hOip,  count  of  Flanders,  green.    The  '  cruccsignati '  were  invested  with  a 
▼ariety  of  privileges  and  immunities.    They  were  freed  from  the  payment  of  their 
debts,  ontU  alter  their  return ;  and  exempt  from  interest  on  borrowed  money ;  and 
also  from  some  taxes,  (although  at  the  same  time  subjected  to  other  exactions,  which 
were  nominally  for  the  benefit  of  the  cause  in  which  they  embarked,  but  too  often 
diverted  to  the  personal  emolument  of  the  Pope,  or  of  those  who  obtained  the  cn-Uil 
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• 

with  my  lord  the  king  of  the  French^  to  fight  for  God  in 
this  pilgrimage.  I  beaor  a  great  and  well-known  name, 
that  isy  William  de  Longespee,  but  mj  ibitnne  is  small  f 
for  my  lord  the  king  of  England,  my  kittsman  and  natural 
lordy  hath  taken  away  irom  me  the  tide  of  earl,  with  its 
estate ;  yet,  as  he  did  this  judicially,  and  not  in  hb  anger 
or  from  an  arbitrary  impulse,  I  do  not  blame  him.  Thus 
I  am  obliged  to  fly  to  the  paternal  bosom  of  your  compas- 
sion,  to  seek  assistance  from  you  in  this  necessity.  For  we 
see  that  the  noUe  earl  Richard,  although  he  is  not  signed 
with  the  cross,  yet  is  gatherii^  much  money  in  the  king* 
dom  of  England,  from  those  who  are  signed,  through 
the  influence  of  your  too  bountiful  favour  in  that  behalf; 
and  I,  therefore,  who  am  signed  with  the  cross,  and  in 
want,  taking  hope  from  his  examjrfe,  request  the  same 
favour  for  myself.*  So  the  pope,  considering  at  once  die 
eloquence  of  his  address,  the  force  of  his  reasoning,  and 
the  gracefulness  of  his  person,  was  favourably  hiclined 
towards  him ;  and  granted  him  in  part  what  he  adced,  that 
b,  a  Inroad  thong  out  of  another's  htde4^.''  By  means  of 
the  pope's  letters,  as  Msrtdiew  Paris  afterwards  m^itions, 
the  earl  of  Cornwall  collected  an  infinite  sum  from  those 
desirous  to  redeem  their  vows^ ;  of  which  the  chronicler 
names  as  an  instance  no  less  than  £600  from  one  arcbdea« 
conry ;  and  William  Longesp6e  obtained  in  all  more  than 
a  thousand  marks.  It  was  about  this  time,  1248,  as  will 
be  shewn  in  a  subsequent  page,  that  William  Longespee, 

•f  being  hto  co«iniirionw>)  They  were  also  permAted  to  pledge  tbclr  estate!,  with- 
out oonsnUing  the  chief  lords;  aod  to  have  their  cmuee  tried  in  the  eooleeiasticel 
eourte.    All  which,  if  may  be  supposed,  led  to  a  rarlcty  of  abuses  aad  InoonTeoiea* 


*  A  certain  share  of  the  earl  of  Lancaster's  pririlege. 

i  Multitudes  assumed  the  cross  who  nerer  left  their  natire  eountry :  but  their  tow 
was  then  redeemed  by  a  sum  of  money.  There  is,  in  the  Fcsdera,  a  proclamation  ta 
the  form  of  letters  patent,  of  Henry  IIL,  promising  **  in  good  hith**  to  his  suhjeeta^ 
that  no  one  who  had  been  signed,  or  who  should  be  signed,  with  the  cross,  in  hia 
dominions,  should  be  con^elled,  on  that  account,  to  pay  a  greater  sum  of  money  tor 
the  redemption  of  his  tow,  than  he  had  promited  at  the  time  of  hii  assuming  iht 
cross.   This  i«  dated  at  Wiad«or,  Jan.  IB,  mu 
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in  all  probability,  granted  to  the  burgesses  of  Poole,  tbat 
<jiarter  which  is  the  foundation  of  their  privileges.  This 
celebrated  warrior  took  his  second  departure  for  the  Holy 
Land  in  the  monlh  of  July,  1249,  accompanied  by  Robert 
de  y ere  as  his  standard-bearer,  and  a  band  of  two  himdred 
knights.  <^  He  departed,'*  says  Matthew  Paris,  ^  with  the 
licaice  and  blessing  of  his  noble  mother,  the  holy  abbesa 
of  Lacock,  being  acknowledged  the  general  of  all  the 
orusaders  of  England,  and  jomed  in  safety  the  army  of  the 
French*''  His  prowess  and  knightly  deeds  in  fulfilment  of 
his  vow  are  matters  of  historical  record :  they  sufficed  to 
obtain  for  him  not  only  the  dmost  idolatrous  admiration  of 
his  own  immediate  followers,  but  the  bitter  and  jealous 
envy  of  the  French.  He  was,  in  consequence,  subjected 
tp  unjust  aggression  and  to  the  violent  spoliation  of  the 
riches  he  had  taken  from  the  enemy,  by  a  party  of  the 
French,  headed  by  the  Comte  d'Artois,  the  king's  brother. 
I^ongespee,  not  meeting,  at  the  hands  of  the  French  mo« 
nardb,  that  full  justice  which  he  claimed  for  this  outrage^ 
withdrew  from  the  army,  and,  with  his  followers,  remained 
at  Aeon  for  some  time,  Louisi  however,  having  occasion 
deeply  to  regret  the  absence  of  Longespee  and  bb  soldiers, 
sent  to  him  to  return,  and  effected  a  reconciliation.  The 
united  forces  adopted  the  bold  resolution  of  marching  at 
onc^  towards  the  capital  of  Egypt ;  and,  with  that  inten- 
tion, the  whole  army  marched  in  a  body,  towards  the  close 
of  November,  1249.  Until  their  approach  to  the  vicinity 
of  Mansoura,  they  overcame  both  the  open  and  insidious 
enmity  of  the  Saracens ;  but  they  here  experienced  a  con^* 
derable  check  from  the  Egyptian  army,  who  stoutly  con- 
tested the  passage  of  the  Achmoun  canal.  At  l^igth,  at 
Shrove-tide,  (Feb.  8, 1249-50,)  a  Bedouin  offered  to  show 
them  a  ford,  and  the  Comte  d'Artois,  with  his  characteris- 
tic impetuosity,  immediately  resolved  to  effect  the  passage. 
At  the  head  of  fourteen  hundred  knights,  including  the 
templars  and  hospitallers,  with  William  Longespee  and  his 
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followers^  he  threw  himself  into  the  water ;  and  after  a 
slight  resistance,  they  succeeded  in  mounting  the  opposite 
bank,  and  the  infidels  were  put  to  flight.  Thus  far  the 
Christian  army  was  successful:  and,  having  surmounted 
an  important  obstacle,  might,  under  prudent  guidance, 
have  continued  its  march  in  triumph ;  but  it  was  their  next 
unhappy  movement  which  led  to  the  most  fatal  consequent 
ces,  no  less  than  the  death  of  William  Longesp6e  and  the 
impetuous  Artois,  the  capture  of  king  Louis,  and  the  final 
discomfiture  of  this  crusade.  If  the  Comte  d'Artois  had 
listened  to  the  counsels  of  the  leaders  of  the  military  bro- 
thers and  the  red-cross  knights,  he  would  not  have  advanced 
fi'om  the  river  until  the  main  body  of  the  army  had  come 
up.  But  the  fiery  Comte  could  not  regard  with  calmness 
the  sight  of  Mansoura,  deserted  by  many  of  its  inhabitants ; 
and,  burning  for  personal  distinction,  he  regarded  their 
prudent  counsels  as  the  mask  of  pusillanimity.  Matthew 
Paris  gives  at  great  length  the  sentiments  expressed  at  the 
council  of  war ;  in  which,  after  the  overbearing  Artois  had 
insulted  the  master  of  the  templars,  William  Longespee  is 
introduced  as  attempting  to  moderate  the  contest,  and 
thereupon  receiving  a  repetition  of  the  Comte's  injurious 
aspersions  on  the  English  nation.  The  taunts  of  the  Comte 
prevailed  where  his  reasoning  was  ineffectual ;  and  putting 
on  their  helmets,  and  expanding  their  banners,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  assault  of  Mansoura.  The  fate  and  fame  of 
Longesp6e  were  made  known  not  only  by  our  historian 
Matthew,  but  by  a  travelling  minstrel,  whose  poem  is  still 
extant,  affording  a  circumstantial,  though  probably  poeti- 
cal, description  of  all  the  incidents  of  the  battle^^.  The 
poem  is  entitled  "  Des  suffrances  de  Guil.  Longesp^Cy  pris 

*  This  poem  is  preserved  in  the  Cottonim  collection  of  MSB.  Julius,  A  r.,  fol.  76, 
b,  and  printed  with  a  translation,  in  the  Excerpta  Historica,  1831.  Though  the  au- 
thor is  unknown,  it  is  clear  ttom  the  internal  evidence  of  the  poem,  that  he  was  an 
Englishman,  and,  from  its  existing  in  the  same  manuscript  as  Peter  of  Langtoft's 
chronicle,  (though  not  on  any  surer  authority,)  it  has,  with  some  probability,  been 
ascribed  to  that  author.    The  following  lines  with  which  the  i>oet  opens  his  quaint 
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par  les  Saracins.**  The  narrative  is  commenced  with  a 
description  of  the  successful  attack  of  the  Christians  upon 
the  Saracens,  after  crossing*  the  river ;  their  short  repose ; 
and  the  council  of  war  which  ensued.  The  assault  of  Man- 
soura  is  then  minutely  described  $  the  doughty  deeds  of  the 
chief  warriors  being  separately  enshrined  in  the  minstrePs 
verse,  and  the  most  honourable  mention  made  of  Longespee, 
whose  indomitable  valour  and  heroic  achievements  appear 
to  have  been  eminently  conspicuous  throughout  the  events  of 
that  disastrous  combat.  He  is  styled  by  the  poet  **  the  stout 
knight,  the  best  warrior,  than  whom  a  more  valiant  cavalier 
hath  not  fought  in  arms  smce  the  time  of  Roland.''  The 
narrative  accompanies  him  through  every  portion  of  the 
fight,  in  which  "  he  fought  most  bravely,  and  sold  his  life 
right  dearly.    He,  with  five  others,  contended  with  rank 

but  Tivid  rhymes,  in  an  addreas  to  hia  auditors,  will  fiumish  a  specimen  of  the  ortho- 
graphy of  the  original,  as  the  accompanying  translation  will  of  its  expressions. 
'*  Ky  vodra  de  dod  ft  de  pit6  oier  tres  graunt 

De  hon  WiUii  Longespte  ly  hardy  combatant, 

Ke  fust  oscis  en  BabUone,  A  la  quarame  pemant, 

Ke  od  le  roi  Louys  alat  o  son  host  mat  graunt, 

A  un  chastel  de  Babilone,  Musoire  est  nomto 

Ke  tons  jours  en  Peinime  sera  renomie 

For  ly  rois  qe  fiist  pris  en  ode  chevadite 

Et  les  altres  chivalers  ki  Airent  de  sa  mdgnie. 

£t  ly  Cunte  de  Artoise,  sire  Roberd  U  fers, 

(Ceo  fu  par  son  orguile  tant  fu  snrquiden) 

E  meins  altres  esquiers  &  prus  chivalers 

I  perdcTunt  la  vie  tant  urunt  desturbers ! 

Et  meint  home  vailant  i  avoit  dimqe  oscis ; 

£t  ly  bon  Willam  Longesp^e,  li  chivaler  hardiz.** 

The  following  is  a  nearly  literal  translation : — 

<*  List  with  grief  and  with  pity  who  wish  to  be  told 
Of  the  good  William  Longesp^e,  the  champion  so  bold. 
Who,  at  Shrove-tide,  in  Egypt,  his  life-blood  hath  spent. 
As  among  the  great  host  of  king  Louis  he  went. 
At  a  castle  of  Egypt,  Mansoura  by  name. 
Which  shall  never  in  Paynim  relinquish  its  fame. 
For  'twas  there  that  king  Louis  a  captive  was  ta'en. 
With  the  other  brave  knights  who  were  then  in  his  tndn. 
And  'twas  there  the  Comte  d'Artois,  Sir  Robert  the  fierce, 
(Whose  pride  was  the  cause  of  so  sad  a  reverse) 
With  esquires  and  true  knights  many  more,  met  their  fate. 
So  complete  the  disaster,  the  slaughter  so  great ; 
There  a  host  of  brave  men  have  alas !  found  their  grave ; 
And  there  fell  the  good  knight,  William  Longespce  the  brave.** 
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^A^  rank,  until  the  eyeoing,  when  he  gare  himself  up  a 
D^artyr/'  The  deK^riptioD  of  the  mortal  conflict  and  3a4 
end  of  tbU  noble  and  heroic  soldier  of  the  cross,  given  in 
this  poemt  ^  ampljr  corroborated  bj  the  details  given  bj 
JIatdbew  Paris  f  and  the  remarkable  correspondence  be» 
tween  the  two  accounts,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are 
evidently  not  derived  the  one  from  the  other,  is  a  circum^- 
stance  which  is  highly  favourable  to  their  general  correct- 
iiesst  The  prowess  and  chivalric  demeanour  of  Loogespee 
ao  won  upon  the  admiration  of  the  .enemies  against  whom 
be  had  so  powerfully  contended,  that  on  account  of  his 
excellence  and  honourable  birth,  they  caused  his  body  to 
be  reverwtly  interred;  and  bis  bones  were  afterwards 
taken  up^  carried  to  Aoon,  and  solemnly  buried  there  in 
the  chm-ch  of  the  Holy  Cros34^,  Great  and  extended. was 
the  celebrity  achieved  by  William  Longesp6e,  m  his  hero* 
ie  and  devoted  sacrifice  of  life  to  the  united  call  of  military 
honour  and  religious  enthusiasms  Not  only  did  his  exploits 
become,  as  we  have  seen,  a  stirring  subject  for  the  min* 
strel's  rhjrmes,  but  they  were  perpetually  referred  to  as  a 
signal  example  of  martial  fame,  if  we  may  credit  Matthew 
Paris.  In  moitioning  the  difierence  between  England  and 
France,  in  1252,  that  historian  states,  that  such  was  the 
glory  that  William  hongeepie  bad  acquired  by  standing 

•  The  eondnct  of  Saladin  in  respect  to  the  remains  of  Longetpte  was  alike  honoora- 
hle  to  the  renowned  dead  and  worthy  of  the  magnanimous  leader  of  the  Saracen  host ; 
and  how  forcibly  does  it  contrast  with  the  petty  ire  and  malignant  enry  of  the  French, 
who  had  to  learn  from  their  pagan  enemy  the  homage  dne  to  Tiita*  and  ralour!  The 
•eene,  as  given  by  Matthew  Paris,  whoi  the  French  messengers  met  Saladin  to  nego- 
tiate the  redemption  of  prisoners,  is  so  characteristic  of  that  monarch,  and  so  ho- 
Boorable  to  Longespte's  memory,  that  it  may  well  he  quoted.  '*  *  I  wonder,'  said  Sala- 
din, *  I  wonder  at  you  christians,  who  renerate  the  bones  of  the  dead,  that  you  do  not 
Mk  for  the  bones  of  the  most  IDustrlous  William  Longesp^.  For  many  things,  how 
true  I  know  not,  are  dropped  into  my  ears  and  others*,  respecting  those  very  bones ; 
■och  as  how,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  there  have  been  appearances  upon  his  tomb, 
and  how  those  who  have  called  upon  his  Lord  hare  leceired  many  benefits  fh>m  hea- 
ven. For,  on  account  of  his  cKoeUence  and  honourable  birth,  we  caused  his  body  to 
be  reverently  interred,  when  he  was  slain  in  battku'  In  answer  to  whom  the  messen- 
gers, having  consulted  aaumg  thfsslvee,  replied,  'How  can  we  detract  from  this 
Bn^hman,  when  even  these  Saracens  are  unable  to  deny  the  celebrity  of  William.* 
They  therefore  requested  his  bones  to  be  given  to  them,  which  the  Soldan  graciously 
granted;  and,  carrying  than  to  Acun,  they  rerereutly  buried  them  in  the  Church  ai 
the  Holy  Cross.'* 
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Km  grotjhd,  when  etm  the  iVefich  kind's  brother,  Ai€p 
Cotiite  d'AtioiBf  basely  fled, — that  even  Fi^eifK^hmeti  eould 
not  deny  that  he  shone,  smtoi^ded  with  a  efowii  of  maiw 
ijrrdom.  There  is,  in  the  cathedral  of  Salisbury,  a  sepul-^ 
cbral  efflgy  of  a  crusader,  which  has  been  generally  attri« 
buted  to  the  second  Longespee ;  and  nothing  eiui  be  more 
probable  than  that  Ela  should  have  placed  a  monumeurt  to^ 
her  son,  in  the  same  sacred  edifice  in  which  the  bones  of 
his  brave  and  illustrious  fkther  reposed.  Such  is  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  warlike  Tffe  and  heroic  acfatetemento  of  flial 
iihistrious  noble  to  whom  Poole  is  mdebted  for  the  first 
charter  that  gave  a  stimulus  to  its  industry  imd  prosperity, 
and  for  those  liberties  which  the  confirmations  and  aug-- 
mentations  of  subsequent  ages  have  so  matured ;  and  on 
the  foundation  of  which,  so  hnportant  a  superstraeture  of 
municipal  privilege  has  been  erected. 

The  pious  historians  who  have  traced  flie  devoted  and 
religiotwiy  enthusiastic  career  of  the  valtant  Longesp^e, 
have  recorded  a  circumstance  connected  with  his  death  at 
once  affecting,  and  indicative  of  the  holy  resignation  and 
the  fervid  devotion,  with  which  Ela  regarded  tfte  fkH  of 
her  son  in  the  sacred  cause  of  the  cross.  "  In  the  night 
prececBng  this  battle,"  we  {^in  quote  Matthew  Paris,  "  it 
appeared  to  hb  mother,  tfie  most  noble  lady  countess,  mid 
abbess  of  Lacock,  that  a  knight,  armed  at  all  points,  was 
received  into  the  opening  heavens !  The  device  upon  his 
shield  she  presently  recognised ;  yet,  being  overwhelmed 
with  astonishment,  she  demanded  who  it  was  that,  thus 
ascending,  was  received  by  the  angeb  into  such  glory ;  and 
it  was  answered  her,  in  a  (fistinct  and  audible  voice,  *  Wil- 
liam, thy  son !  *  Having,  therefore,  taken  notice  of  thai 
night,  the  vision  afterwards  proved  to  be  clearly  fulfilled.** 
Her  reception  of  the  fatal  news  is  described  in  a  subsequent 
passage :  **  Mindful  of  the  vbion,  she,  with  ready  spirit, 
clasped  hands,  and  bended  knees,  broke  forth  into  this 
grateful  praise  of  God :— *  O  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ !  I  give 
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thee  thanks,  wbo  from  the  bodj  of  me,  an  unworthy  sinner^ 
hast  willed  such  a  son  to  be  born,  whom  thou  hast  vouch- 
safed to  redeem  with  the  crown  of  so  glorious  a  martjrr- 
dom !  I  therefore  trust  that,  by  his  tutela^,  I  may  the 
more  quickly  arrive  at  the  roof  of  my  heavenly  country.* 
So  the  relators  of  the  melancholy  tidings,  who  had  long 
been  silent  from  fear,  were  astonished  at  her  maternal  piety, 
seeing  it  was  not  resolved  into  words  of  sorrowing  com- 
plaint, but  rather  into  those  of  spiritual  joy."  This  oele- 
brajted  warrior  left,  by  his  wife  Idonea,  one  son, 

William  Lomgespee  the  third,  who  was  a  minor  at 
the  death  of  hb  father :  he  became  possessed  of  all  the 
lands  the  latter  died  seised  of;  but,  for  the  reason  before 
stated,  he  never  enjoyed  the  title  of  earl  of  Salisbury ;  and 
no  second  member  of  the  house  of  Longespee  was  ever 
confirmed  in  the  earldom.  In  1254,  he  married  Matilda^ 
only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Walter  baron  de  Clifford, 
and  great-neice  to  his  own  progenitor,  the  fair  Rosamund 
Clifford*  Only  two  years  after,  it  was  arranged  that  Mar- 
garet, his  infant  heiress,  should  be  given  in  marriage  to 
Henry,  son  and  heir  of  Edmund  de  Lacy.  This  alliance 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  first  instance  negociated  during 
the  campaign  in  Gascony ;  and  was  finally  settled  on  the 
Friday  next  before  Christmas.  By  a  charter,  sans  date^. 
he  granted  to  the  monastery  of  Thetford,  two  marks  year- 
ly rent  out  of  his  two  mills,  one  at  Canford,  the  other  at 
Le  Letigefle,  "  which  is  on  the  sea,"  to  be  held  of  him 
by  29.  4d.  per  annum.  He  was  snatched  away  in  1257,  by 
an  untimely  death,  in  consequence  of  injuries  received  at 
a  tournament.  The  "  mimic  war,"  which  led  to  this  fatal 
event,  is  thus  briefly  noticed  in  the  chronicle  of  Holinshed : 
"In  Whitsuntide,  (1266,)  was  hold^i  a  great  justs  at 
Blie,  (Blyth  in  Nottinghamshire,)  where  the  lord  Edward, 
the  king's  eldest  son,  first  began  to  show  proof  of  his 
chivalry.  There  were  divers  overthrown  and  hurt,  and, 
amongst  others,  William  de  Longespee  was  so  bruised. 
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that  he  could  never  after  recover  his  former  strength;** 
Edmund  de  Laci  also  died  in  the  same  year,  on  St.  Mag* 
dalen's  dajy  (July  21,)  and,  in  consequence,  Henry  de 
Laci,  the  husband  of  Margaret  Longesp6e,  succeeded  to 
the  estates  of  both  families;  but,  being  a  minor,  was  in 
ward  of  the  king,  whilst  his  wife  was  in  custody  of  the 
queen. 

The  history  of  Matilda  Longesp6e,  the  widow  of  the 
third  William,  is  somewhat  remarkable.  In  1271,  four- 
teen years  after  her  husband's  death,  she  made  complaint 
to  the  king,  that  John,  lord  Gifiard,  had  taken  her  by 
force  from  her  manor  house  at  Canford,  in  Dorsetshire,  and 
carried  her  to  his  castle  at  Brimsfield,  in  Gloucestershire, 
and  there  kept  her  in  restraint.  He  was,  in  consequence, 
summoned  to  the  king,  and,  being  told  what  was  informed 
against  him,  he  denied  the  charge,  saying  that  he  took  her 
not  against  her  will ;  and  tendered  to  the  king  a  fine  of 
three  hundred  marks  for  marrying  her  without  his  consent, 
of  which  the  king  accepted,  upon  condition  that  she  made 
no  further  complaint.  It  would  seem  that  these  proceed* 
ings  were  a  sort  of  friendly  scheme,  for  encountering  in  a 
favourable  way  the  penalty  incurred  by  the  lady's  having 
taken  a  second  husband  without  the  royal  permission.  She 
died  in  1282,  and  in  the  following  year,  John  Gifl&rd 
founded  a  cell  in  Oxford,  (afterwards  called  Gloucester 
Hall,)  for  thirteen  monks  from  the  abbey  of  Gloucester, 
who  were  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  himself  and  Matilda 
Longespee,  formerly  his  wife.  He  died  on  the  28th  of 
May,  1299. 

[De  Lacy.]  —Henry  de  Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln,  was 
of  an  ancient  family,  who  came  in  with  William  the  con* 
queror.  The  covenants  of  his  marriage  with  Margaret 
Longespee  are  given  by  Dugdale.  Soon  after  the  death 
of  his  wife's  father,  he,  with  the  countess,  performed  ho- 
mage for,  and  obtained  livery  of,  all  the  lands  which  had 
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in  consequence  devolved  upon  her.  He  was  a  higchly  dis-^ 
tinguished  peer  in  the  reigns  of  the  first  and  second  Ed* 
wardsy  and  sometimes,  in  right  of  his  wife,  styled  earl  of 
Salbburj.  On  the  feast  of  St.  Edward,  March  18,  1272» 
the  earl  of  Lincoln  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and 
in  the  same  year  was  appointed  governor  of  Knaresborough 
castle.  In  5th  Edward  I.,  he  had  livery  of  the  fee  which 
his  ancestors  had  usually  received  ^*  nomine  comitatHs  Lin^ 
coln^^  with  all  the  arrears  from  the  time  he  was  invested 
by  king  Henry  HI.  with  the  sword  of  that  earldom.  Upon 
several  occasions,  between  the  6th  and  10th  Edward  I.,  he 
obtained  grants  of  fairs,  markets,  and  free  warrens,  in 
different  parts  of  hb  domains ;  and  in  the  year  last  men- 
tionedi  he  accompanied  the  expedition  then  sent  into  Wales. 
In  the  20th  Edward  I.,  the  earl  was  sent  as  ambassador  to 
the  king  of  France,  to  treat  on  the  subject  of  the  restraint 
of  pirates,  who  had  robbed  some  French  merchants ;  and 
in  the  22nd  year  of  that  monarch,  he  again  attended  him 
into  Wales,  and  was  likewise  in  the  expedition  sent  into 
Gascony.  He  accompanied  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
24th  Edward  L,  into  Brittany,  and  was  present  at  various 
successes  of  the  English  forces ;  and  on  the  death  of  that 
nobleman,  he  succeeded  him  in  hb  command.  In  1800, 
he  b  stated  to  have  been  sent  to  the  pope,  with  sir  Hugh 
Spencer,  to  complain  of  injuries  received  from  the  Scots ; 
and  about  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  lieutenant  of 
Gascony.  In  the  29th  Edward  I.,  he  was  made  governor 
of  Corfe  castle ;  and  in  the  31st  of  that  king,  he  was  join- 
ed in  a  commission  with  the  bbhop  of  Winchester,  to  treat 
of  peace  between  England  and  France.  He  was  after- 
wards engaged  in  many  transactions  of  importance  and 
confidence ;  and  upon  the  death  of  the  king,  at  Burgh,  in 
Cumberland,  the  earl  was  one  of  the  peers  who  attended 
him  in  hb  last  moments,  and  received  his  solemn  request 
to  be  faithful  to  hb  son,  and  not  to  allow  Piers  de  Gaves- 
t<m  to  return  into  England.    The  conduct  of  the  earl  seems 
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to  have  secured  the  confidence  of  the  youngs  monarchy  tott 
upon  his  expedition  towards  Scotland  in  the  3rd  and  4th 
years  of  his  reign,  the  earl  of  Lincoln  was  constituted 
governor  of  the  realm  during  his  absence.  His  works  of 
piety  wdre  proportionate  to  his  extensive  possessions,  and, 
adopting  this  criterion  of  his  religious  sentiment^,  we  may 
conclude  that  he  was  not  behind  his  contemporaries  in 
superstition  or  devotion.  He  closed  a  long  and  active  ca« 
reer  in  1312,  at  Lincoln's  Inn^,  in  the  suburbs  of  London, 
being  then  about  sixty-three  or  sixty-four  years  of  age ; 
and  his  body  was  buried  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  new 
works  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  betweai  the  chapel  of  our 
lady  and  that  of  St.  Dunstan.  He  had  issue  by  his  wife, 
Edmund,  John,  and  Alice.  The  two  sons  both  died  in 
childhood,  the  former  being  drowned  at  Denbigh  castle, 
in  a  deep  well  within  a  high  tower  called  the  red  tower ; 
which  was  the  reason  hb  father  never  finished  that  castle. 
Dugdale  has  stated  that  Margaret,  countess  of  Lincoln, 
was  remarried  to  sir  Walter  Walrond ;  but  this  is  an  error, 
as  she  died  two  years  before  the  earl.  There  was  a  dole, 
at  Lacock  abbey,  for  the  soul  of  the  countess  Margaret,  on 
the  feast  of  St.  Cecilia.  Henry  de  Lacy  was  sebed,  at  his 
death,  of  several  castles,  manors,  &c.,  in  the  counties  of. 
Stafford  and  Derby;  and,  by  the  courtesy  of  Englandi  of 
the  inheritance  of  his  wife,  and  several  other  manors,  &c., 
county  of  Bucks ;  and  the  town  and  hamlet  of  Wimbome, 
Dorset.  He  also  died  seised  of  this  manor  held  in  chief 
of  the  king  by  knight's  service,  belonging  to  the  earldom 
of  Sarum,  of  the  inheritance  of  Margaret  de  Longesp6e  i 
the  manor  of  Charlton,  for  life ;  a  rent  of  40s.  per  annum^ 
payable  by  the  burgesses  of  Blandford,  and  the  advowsom 

*  Thif  cddliratcd  Inn  of  Court  Is  recorded  to  hare  been  the  town  residence  of  the 
Uthopt  of  Chichester,  f^om  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  till  that  of  Henry  VIII.  It 
aeems,  howerer.  to  have  been  for  a  short  timt  possessed  by  this  Hemy  ds  Lacy,  who. 
although  the  only  earl  of  Lincoln  who  resided  there,  left  it  the  name  which  it  has 
permanently  retained  during  the  fire  subsequent  centuries.  The  arms  of  Lacy  on  the 
gate-hotisc  in  Chancery  lane,  were  erected  by  sir  Thomas  LoTell,  together  with  his 
own,  1518. 
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of  that  church ;  the  pleas  and  perquisites  of  the  hundred 
of  Badburj;  the  hundred  of  Cockdene;  the  manor  of 
Kingston  Lacj;  2Qs«  rent  in  Wimboume:  also  these 
knight's  fees:  Hugh  le  Despenser  held  of  him  one  knight*s 
fee  and  a  half,  in  Winterboume  Houghton ;  Alan  Pluke- 
net,  one  in  Kingston ;  John  de  Montealto,  one  in  Cane- 
ford;  Drogo  de  Bardolf,  Andrew  Peveral,  William  de 
Horsington,  one  fee  in  Liscet,  [Lirtchett  Minster.]  He 
also  held  the  manor  of  Canford,  where  b  a  capital  mes- 
suage and  garden,  ctmi  aiasamentis  damorum^  yearly 
value  6s.  8d.  In  the  same  are  120  acres  of  arable,  yearly 
value  20s.  at  2d.  per  acre ;  40  acres  /alcabiliumj  yearly 
value  6s.  8d.  at  2d.  per  acre ;  a  separate  pasture,  yearly 
value  2Qs. ;  three  parks,  from  which  mdltis  prqficuus  pro 
feriSf  &c.,  yearly  value  60s. ;  a  dove-house  \colvmburay'\ 
yearly  value  ds. ;  and  a  watermill,  yearly  value  dOs. ;  in 
all  £7  Ifts.  8d.  There  are  freeholders  who  pay  a  rent  of 
assize,  of  42s.  5d.  quarterly ;  26  copyholders,  [custumariQ 
each  of  whom  holds  one  messuage  and  half  a  virgate  of 
land,  and  who  pay  yearly  48s.  at  the  said  term,  quarterly, 
by  equal  portions ;  their  services  valued  at  8s.  Also  eight 
eotariiy  each  of  whom  holds  one  messuage,  cum  curtellegio^ 
and  who  pay  at  usual  terms  8s.  per  annum,  in  all  100s. 
At  La  Pole,  there  are  free  burghers,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
£8  13s.  4d.,  paid  at  Christmas,  Midsummer,  and  Michael- 
mas, belonging  to  th^  said  manor ;  total  £46  Os.  8d.4^ 

[Plantagenet.] — Alice,  the  sole  daughter  of  the 
above,  and  the  heiress  of  two  great  families,  was,  in  1291, 
at  nine  years  of  age,  giv^i  in  marriage  to  the  potent  nephew 
of  Edward  I.,  Thomas,  earl  of  Lancaster,  Leicester,  and 
Derby,  who,  by  this  alliance,  added  to  those  three  earldoms 
a  title  or  two  more, — Salisbury  and  Lincoln.  This  Plan- 
tagenet,  who  was  the  son  of  Edmund,  earl  of  Lancaster, 


*  The  fignm  abore  an  the  tame  u  Appear  on  the  original  escheat ;  but  the  calcula* 
tioBf  arc  tonewhat  onaooountablc. 
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the  younger  son  of  king  Henry  III.,  who  died  24th  Ed- 
ward 1«9  bore  a  very  prominent  part  in  the  troubles  of 
that  period.  He  was  generally  upon  ill  terms  with  the 
king,  being  always  at  the  head  of  the  opposition  to  hb 
majesty's  favourites,  Gaveston  and  the  Spencers.  At  last, 
provoked  by  their  insolence,  he,  with  a  great  numb^ 
of  the  powerful  barons,  took  arms  against  them;  but 
on  an  engagement  at  Boroughbridge,  in  Yorkshire,  with 
the  forces  of  the  king,  who  supported  his  favourites,  Lan- 
caster was  taken  prisoner,  carried  to  an  eminence  near  his 
own  castle  of  Pontefract,  and  by  order  of  the  king  behead- 
ed there,  6th  Edward  H.  All  the  actions  of  this  nobleman 
are  so  well  known  as  constituting  a  leading  feature  in  the 
history  of  the  kingdom,  during  that  period,  that  it  would 
be  useless  here  to  enter  into  detail.  His  public  conduct 
sufficiently  discovers  the  violence  and  turbulence  of  his 
character;  his  private  deportment  appears  not  to  have  beon 
innocent;  and  his  hypocritical  devotions,  by  which  he 
gained  the  favour  of  the  monks  and  populace,  will  be  re- 
garded rather  as  an  aggravation  than  an  alleviation  of  his 
guilt.  Yet,  notwithstanding  his  character  was  so  dubious, 
and  that  he  was  accused  by  some  of  adultery,  cruelty,  and 
injustice,  the  common  people  reputed  him  a  saint,  and 
miracles  are  reported  to  have  been  done  at  his  tomb,  in 
the  abbey  of  Pontefract,  where  he  was  buried. 

His  marriage  had  previously  terminated  unfortunately ; 
for,  in  1317,  the  countess  Alice,  who  had  borne  him  no 
children,  being  at  Canford,  which  had  been  the  scene  of 
her  grandmother's  alleged  rape  before  mentioned,  she  was 
violently  taken  thence  by  a  knight  of  the  family  of  John, 
earl  of  Warren,  and  carried  in  great  state,  in  despite  of  her 
husband,  to  the  said  earl  of  Warren,  then  at  his  castle  at 
Reigate,  in  Surrey.  In  their  passage  through  the  woods 
between  Alton  and  Famham,  her  conductors,  discemmg 
the  streamers  and  banners  of  some  priests  and  people  going 
in  procession,  supposed  they  were  the  earl  of  Lancaster, 
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or  some  of  his  fnends,  coming  to  rescue  her,  and  fled, 
leavbg  her  alone ;  but,  perceiving  their  mistake,  returned, 
and  with  them  a  person  of  very  low  stature,  lame,  and 
hunchbacked,  called  Richard  de  St  Martin,  who  challenged 
her  for  his  wife,  confidently  affirming  a  pre-contract,  which 
she  denied  not  Whereupon  he  claimed  the  earldoms  of 
Lincoln  and  Salisbury  in  her  right,  and  brought  an  action 
in  Westminster  Hall*  This  outage  being  committed  with 
the  consent  of  the  king,  b  said  to  have  widened  the  breach 
betwe^i  him  and  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  exasperating  the 
latter  to  take  upvarms  as  against  the  favourites.  Aft^  the 
death  of  her  husband,  the  countess,  then  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  received  livery  of  her  dower,  16th  Edward  IL; 
and  the  same  year  surrendered  to  the  king  her  right  in  the 
manor  of  Canford,  and  several  oth^^  in  the  counties  of 
Wilts  and  Somerset  18th  Edward  IL  she  married  Eubolo 
le  Strange,  a  younger  son  of  John  Baron  le  Strange,  of 
Knockyn,  Shropshire,  the  fourth  of  that  name,  made  knight 
of  the  Bath,  19th  Edward  IL  In  consequence  of  his  mar- 
riage he  had  the  title  of  earl  of  Lincoln  attributed  to  him, 
and  the  £20  per  annum  in  lieu  of  the  third  penny  of  that 
county ;  and  he  was  also  sununoned  to  Parliament  (as  a 
baron)  from  1326,  to  his  death,  in  1335.  He  died  in  Scot- 
land, about  Michaelmas,  1335,  from  the  fatigues  of  the 
campaign  of  that  year;  and  hb  body  was  brought  for 
interment  to  the  abbey  church  of  Barling,  Lincolnshire. 
Before  the  8th  of  July  in  the  following  year,  the  countess 
Alice  had  taken  a  third  husband,  one  Hugh  de  Fresnes,  a 
knight  of  Artois ;  who,  at  thai  date,  obtained  livery  of  the 
castle  of  Buelt  in  Wales,  which  had  been  previously  granted 
to  Eubolo  le  Strange.  He  also  was  summoned  to  Parlia- 
ment on  the  29th  Novemb^  and  14th  January  following, 
but  died  in  the  month  of  December,  between  those  two 
summonses,  likewise  in  Scotland,  at  St  John's  town,  now 
Pertli.  After  these  unfortunate  marriages,  the  countess 
Alice  survived  thirteen  years  a  widow.    Her  estates  must 
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hATe  been  very  large,  as^  after  the  surrender  as  above, 
the  remainder  of  it  amounted  to  9000  marks  per  annum. 
A  reversionary  grant  of  the  manor  of  Canford,  and  others, 
was  subsequently  made  to  her,  as  below,  but  she  never 
again  eiyoyed  possession*  She  died  without  issue,  October 
2, 1846,  in  the  67th  year  of  her  age,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  Barling,  by  the  side  of  her  second  husband, 
Eubolo  le  Strange.  With  thb  lady,  whose  romantic  life 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  a  popular  novel,  terminated 
the  blood  of  the  Lacies,  and  the  elder  line  of  the  Longes- 
pies. 

[Dfi  Spencer.] — When  the  countess  Alice,  as  above, 
16th  Edward  II.  surrendered  Ais  manor  to  the  king,  he 
granted  it  to  Hugh  de  Spencer,  his  favourite,  against 
whom  the  hostility  of  the  revolting  barons  was  mainly 
directed.  They  ultimately  succeeded  in  their  designs,  and 
preferred  a  biU  of  attainder  against  him,  m  which  they  com* 
polled  the  king  to  acquiesce.  On  this  attainder,  this  manor, 
with  other  possessions,  came  to  the  crown. 

[Warren.]— Isl  Edward  III,  the  king  granted  it  to 
John,  earl  of  Warren  and  Surrey,  and  Johanna,  his 
wife,  for  their  lives ;  and  in  the  I6th  year  of  his  reign,  the 
king  made  a  reversionary  grant  of  it  to  Alice,  countess  of 
Lincoln  and  Salisbury,  for  her  life ;  but  she  seems  not  to 
to  have  lived  long  enough  to  enjoy  its  possession,  as  she 
was  not  possessed  of  it,  either  at  her  death,  or  for  many 
years  bdbre ;  and  20th  Edward  III.,  the  earl  of  Warren 
held  two  knig^f  s  fees  at  Canford  and  Kyiigeston,  which 
the  earl  of  Lincoln  formerly  held.  At  his  death,  21st  Ed- 
ward III.,  it  is  found,  in  the  Inquisitiones  post  mortem^  that 
he  held  this  manor  as  parcel  of  the  earldom  of  Surrey, 
for  term  of  life,  jointly  with  Joan  dc  Baar,  his  wife,  by 
grant  of  king  Edward  III.  It  is  stated  that  the  reversion 
belongs  to  William,  son  and  heir  of  William  Monteacute, 
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late  earl  of  Sarum,  held  of  the  king  in  chief,  by  service  of 
two  knight's  fees;  and  that  there  is  a  hundred  called 
CokedenCy  and  qtusdcun  custuma^  at  le  Pole ;  also  the 
manor  of  Shapwick,  and  Kinstanton  Park.  Joan,  the  wife 
of  the  earl  of  Warren,  though  divorced,  was  possessed  of 
this  manor,  the  hundred  of  Cokedene,  and  the  customs  of 
Poole,  when  she  died,  35th  Edward  III.  The  grant  in  re- 
version of  this  manor  with  its  appurtenances,  and  other 
estates  to  William  Montacute  was  made  2nd  Edward  IIL 

[MoNTACUTE.]— The  surname  of  this  family  was  an- 
ciently written  ia  Latin  ^de  Monte  AcuJto^  and  in  old 
English  ^  Monteacutef  butthe  original  name  was  <  Montagu,' 
as  since  written,  and  denominated  from  the  town  of  Mon- 
tagu or  Montaigue,  in  Normandy.  Drogo  de  Monteacute, 
so  styled  in  Domesday  Book,  came  over  with  the  conque- 
ror, in  the  retinue  of  Robert,  earl  of  Moreton,  half  brother 
\£i  the  conqueror.  Under  this  earl,  Drogo  held  one  hide 
of  land  in  Bbhopston,  and  the  manors  of  Sutton,  Shipton, 
and  Stoke,  all  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  he  also  held 
of  the  king,  the  manor  of  Knolle,  in  the  same  county. 
This  Drogo  left  issue,  William,  his  heir ;  whose  successor 
Richard,  paid  £20  into  the  king's  exchequer  for  the  an- 
cient pleas,  in  ^d  Henry  II. ;  and  in  7th  Henry  II.,  20 
nuirks  for  the  knight's  fees  he  then  held,  upon  the  collec- 
tion of  scutage  at  that  time  levied. — ^To  this  Richard  suc- 
ceeded hb  son,  Dru  or  Drogo  de  Monteacute,  who  had 
the  appellation  of  young  Dru,  in  12th  Henry  II,  when,  on 
the  aid  demanded  for  the  marriage  of  the  king's  daughter^ 
he  certified  his  knight's  fees  in  Somerset  and  Dorset  to  be 
nine  and  a  half,  and  one  third  de  veteri  feoffamentOy  and 
one  de  novo^  besides  one  whereof  he  was  dispossessed  by 
Henry  Lovell ;  for  all  which,  in  14th  Henry  II.,  he  paid 
ten  marks.  By  his  wife  Aliva,  daughter  of  Allan  Bassett, 
baron  of  Wycombe,  Bucks,  and  who  survived  him,  he 
had  a  son,  William  de  Mon^^ute.     6th  Richard  L,  on  the 


TRB    MANOR.  S8 

collection  of  the  scutage  for  the  king^s  redemption,  thb 
William  paid  for  knights'  fees  in  Somersetshire  £6  Is.  8d. ; 
and  m  Devonshire  6s.  6d.  1st  John,  he  gave  £100  to  the 
king  for  livery  of  the  hundreds  of  Chaldesei  and  Piddleton. 
7th  John,  he  executed  the  office  of  sheriff  for  the  counties 
of  Dorset  and  Somerset ;  as  he  did  likewise  in  the  two  next 
ensuing  years ;  none  but  persons  of  the  greatest  note  being 
in  those  days  appointed.  17th  John,  being  one  of  the  chief 
of  the  rebellious  barons,  the  king  gave  to  Ralph  de  Ralegh, 
all  his  lands  in  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  Dorset,  except 
Cheldesey,  which  he  had  bestowed  on  William  de  Briwere. 
He  died  shortly  after,  for  in  1st  Henry  IIL,  the  kmg  grants 
ed  the  wardship  of  his  lands  and  heir — ^with  the  benefit  of 
his  marriage,  to  Alien  Basset,  of  Wycombe,  Bucks.  The 
lands  of  the  said  heir,  who  was  William,  son  of  another 
Dm  de  Montacute,  in  17th  Henry  III.,  were  seized  by  vir- 
tue of  ihe  king's  precept,  because  he  repaired  not  to  court 
at  Whitsuntide,  to  receive  the  dignity  of  knighthood,  as 
he  was  required  to  do.  But,  the  next  year,  the  dieriff  of 
Dorset  and  Somerset  was  commanded  to  make  livery  of 
them  to  him,  on  his  doing  homage.  He  died  31st  Henry 
III,,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William,  who,  38th 
Henry  III.,  attended  the  king  into  Gascoigne,  against 
Alphonso  X.,  king  of  Castile,  who  had  usurped  that  pro« 
vince.  42nd  Henry  IIL,  he  attended  the  king  in  an  expe- 
dition into  Wales.  To  this  Willi^n  and  Bertha,  his  wife, 
John  de  la  Linde,  by  deed  without  date,  grants  the  manor 
of  Bromefield,  Wyts.  Their  son  and  heir,  Simon,  in  1277, 
(6th  Edward  I.,)  being  seised  of  the  barony  of  Shipton 
Montacute,  Somerset,  was  summoned  to  attend  the  king  on 
another  expedition  into  Wales,  and,  10th  Edward  I.,  on  a 
similar  occasion.  18th  Edward  I.  he  obtained  a  confirma^ 
tory  grant  from  the  king,  of  the  manors  of  Shipton  Monta- 
cute, Jerlington,  Chedeseye,  Gothulee,  KnoUe,  Thulbere, 
and  the  More,  all  in  Somerset ;  and  of  the  manor  of  Swere, 
with  £20  rent  in    Puddletune,    £20  rent  in  Lullwrich,> 


[Lullvortfa,]  Vk.  rent  in  Sl9k^i9pm»  iiHib  ^be  «roods  oi 
PtiAemorer  co^  Dorse* ;  nod  of  tkft  mmifm  of  Woneford, 
CO.  Thvoik ;  AsUm-Cliotoo*  jcOi.  Bucks ;  and  Kereiogtoo,  oo^ 
(hxxi ;  with  remamder  to  bis  soos^  WilBam  mi  Slmm^  aad 
Ae  faeks  of  dieir  bodies.  ^Siid  andiieifa  Edward  11.,  be 
accompanied  the  king  in  two  expeditions  to  Gascoigne ;  and 
was  also  engaged  in  the  latter  jrear  m  fbe  Scaftish  wars.. 
97tfa  Edward  L,  he  was  constituted  goremor  of  Corfo 
pasde.  35tb  Edward  I.^  he  was  agant  in  the  wj^b  in  SooU 
hod ;  and,  Snd  Edward  II.,  was  made  goFemor  of  Beauit 
maris  casde,  in  the  iide  of  Anglesea.  4th  Edward  II.,  h% 
was  admiral  of  the  kin^s  feet.  7<h  Edward  II.,  ha 
obtained  the  king's  license  Id  make  a  castle  of  his  faouse^ 
at  YerdIingto9i>  Som»«et.  He  was  baron  of  Shipton 
Montacute,  in  ScHnersetshire,  by  descent ;  and>  baring  been 
summoned  to  Parliammt  from  28th  Edward  L  to  8th  Ed* 
ward  IL,  inclusive,  died  soon  after.  He  married  Aufriciat 
daughter  and  heir  of  Fergusius,  king  of  the  isle  of  Man, 
which  he  possessed  in  her  right,  and  mortgaged  it  for  seven 
jears  to  Anthonj  Bek»  bidiop  of  Durham ;  but  it  was  re* 
covered  16th  Edward  HI.,  and  his  posteritj  held  it  till 
William,  eari  of  Salisbury,  sold  it,  lOlii  Richard  11^  to 
lord  Scrope,  though  he  stOl  reamed  the  title  of  king  of 
Man.  By  her  he  had  two  sons,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
eldest,  William,  who  was  trained  to  the  public  service 
from  his  youth.  1303,  %nd  Edward  I.,  he  was  at  the  ta* 
king  of  the  castle  of  Stirling.  34th  Edward  I.,  he  waa 
the  governor  of  Corfe  castle,  and  had  the  custody  of  Wil* 
Uam  de  Morreve,  of  Sandford,  knight,  one  of  the  foUow^s 
of  Robert  Bruce,  taken  in  the  Scottish  war.  The  same 
year  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood^  by  bathing 
and  other  ceremonies,  witfi  Prince  Edward.  He  then 
again  attended  the  king  in  the  Scottish  wars.  4th  Edward 
IL,  he  was  made  governor  of  the  castle  of  Berkhamstead,. 
Herts.  1 1th  Edward  IL,  he  had  a  license  to  make  a  castle 
of  his  house,  at  Kersyngton,  Oxon,  and  was  constituted 


seiriiMKal  of  &e  duohy  tS  A^eqaitaine.    Thersame  j«ar  Be 
y  WW  MBSlHtited  saaesobd  of  Galm^ey  aad  gov^or  of 

the  Me  of  OldroR.  lie  n^  sunotaioned  to  PairiiMlm^»  nVi 
aiMb  mb  Editpard  IL,  aAd'  died  the  foltowiiig  yoiii^;  n 
OaseO^e,  leaving  issit^  hy  his  wife  Eliagjabeth^  ddtiglitff 
of  sii^  Poler  de  Montforty  of  BeaiideBeif,  coHnfy  df  Wavu 
wMt,  WniLiAN,  his  sod  and  heir,  at  thai  tim^  18  fetM 
^  of  agfe,  and  sevend  other  sons  and  daii^^itcMB.    He  w» 

Ifacnr  seised  of  £90  yeariy  rent  out  of  the  mluior  of  Ptiddlev 
teH^'fd  be  received  of  the  pi%or  of  Chiislchnroh  Tw^^hen^ 
jBM>  jearly  reo«  out  of  the  manor  of  WM  LidlWordt,  i^id 
a  effSi^mi  wasle  in  tfae^  foi^  bf  firakenAm;  dlso^  lands) 
ittk^  ki  tte  vill  of  Swere,  and  flie  advowson  of  t&air  efamrdiy 
wMr  several  hnigfat^s  fees»  ail  m the  coiUty  of  DoAset;  the 
nlanbn^  Astoiitt€b3AoD,5CO«'BudiDB^  K«rsln|fton^^o.'^Ei^^ 
SariihghiteV  co;»  Noi^Hd^  Seh^ton^  Jerlhi^tta^  KiA>Hl4 
Sottiie»:artd  B<frlebiffg,:G6*  S<menJetj^  Wji^sM,  Fjneto^ 
artd  WomboB^rdy*  cO«  Bevoa :  Mm  de  WhitfieM  hMk 
^  him  the  ntemnr  (rf  iovefolrc^  for  one^ourth  of  a  hs^ght^fll 
iiie>;  CMes  de  BbdeeaK^  hcSd  Of  hilm  one  canicMb  di 
land;  Henry  de  Talbot^  <taie-e^lMh  of  a-fito  fii-Newtoir)'  im 
Prarbeek;  J<^deIaTei#,  one^e^^  of  ar fee m  S#erel^ 
WiHtaiofr  QterreH.one^cfighUi  of  a  fee  in  ditfdw 

fiKs  son  a6d  bekv  WniiiiAif^  lotd  Montaoate,  tiie  year 

aftel*  his  fidberV  6»BAh>  oblakied  ag/MA^trdm  th^  king  of 

^  ^  w«i!^dsbip  of  dl  Us  Ow»  lands,*  bsH^.  then  not  fbti  1^ 

jsearvof  ilge^  and  l^th^  £d#ard  K^.  oh  doings  iMmige^ 
Ind^lmi^'of  dwteir  IMr  Edwtodr  H.,*  he  wttriyonbnroc^ 
wHh  &e  digiHtj  of  biie^ithck)dt  and  3nd  Edward  Utiy 
4l0  engaged-  i»  the  easpeditibfr  agaent  die  SiMilb'  M^urm^ 
oOBspieoonr  for  bis  senrices  agmisl  Mbrilil%r,>  eait  df 
Mtikkf  whew  be^ deneineed  to  flie  kfliig,>at  tfe^Pa^H^ 
dbsHt'  sf  NMIiegiian^.  1B9^  and  at  whose  ^pp^iimim 
be  bove  tM  fA-iitoipaf  pfot|  for  ^eB  te  ^^  Iibl#flly 
ro#Eurded<  by  the  Ung^  Wtti  the  ]^oe9e^(»Hrof  JlfMKiiS^, 
iff  Novtfa^  Wales»  attd  a  peofriim  of  £1600  ^  adnifliL    m 
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obtaitiedi  moreoVer^  a  grant  in  taiU  to  himself  and  Kaihe« 
imei  his  wife,  of  the  castle  of  Sherborne,  with  the  customs 
of  beer  at  that  place ;  as  also  of  the  manor  of  Swynestone^ 
m  the  Isle  of  Wight;  and  the  castle  of  Christehurdi 
Twyneham^  with  the  boroiigh ;  the  manor  of  Westom^, 
hundred  of  Christchurch,  and  manor  of  Ringi^^ood,  co. 
Southampton  J  of  the  manor  of  Cronham,  co.  Berk^;  Ful«« 
mere^  co.  Btlcks^  Catfourd  and  LefVesham,  co.  Koatj 
with  remainder  to  the  king,  &c.  He  was  also  the  same  year 
constituted  governor  of  the  castles  of  Sherborne  and  Corfe^ 
with  the  chace  of  Purbeck.  These  grants,  with  others, 
were  chieflj  bestowed  on  him  for  his  services  m  the  Scot^ 
tish  wars^  he  being  the  principal  commander  of  the  forced 
sent  bj  Edward  IIL,  to  make  reprisals  on  the  Scots  for  the 
outrages  they  had  committed  on  the  marches  of  Ei^land« 
8th  Edward  IIL,  he  was  q)pointed  governor  of  the  isles  of 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  Sark,  andAlderaey.  10  Edward  IIL, 
on  accompanying  the  king  into  Scotland,  he  was  specially 
honoured  by  his  majesty,  and  had  grants  of  the  mjinors  of 
Wodeton,  Frome  Whitfield,  and  Marshwode,  tvith  the 
advowsons  of  the  churches^  Also  the  manor  of  Pole, 
(Wilts,)  with  the  advowson  of  the  church,  after  the  death 
of  Robert  le  Fitz^paine,  and  Ela,  his  wife,  without  issue ; 
and  other  lands,  &c.,  of  the  said  Robert  and  Ela,  in  Dorset, 
Somerset,  and  Wilts,  part  of  the  possessions  of  John  Mal^ 
travers,  junr«,  attainted,  paying  to  the  king,  his  heirs,  and 
successors,  upon  Christmas  day^  a  sitord  of  8s.  4sd^  price, 
for  all  services.  Durmg  the  wars  in  Scotland,  he  lost  one 
of  his  eyes.  The  same  yeai*,  he  was  made  constable  df  the 
tower  of  London,  admiral  of  the  cinque  ports,  and  of  all 
other  parts  and  places  from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  west- 
ward. For  his  extraordinary  services,  he  was,  in  a  full 
Parliament  held  at  Westmmster,  advanced  to  the  title  and 
dignity  of  earl  of  Salisbury,  I6th  March  1896-7,  vnth  a 
grant  of  the  yearly  rent  of  £20  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
county  of  Wilts,  to  him  and  his  heirs ;  also  grants  in  rever- 


ftibnt  after  the  death  of  John  Warrai,  earl  of  Siirry,  and 
Joan^  his  wife^  of  the  tnanor  of  Canfofd  and  the  burgh  of 
Poole,  and  other  manors  in  Wilts  and  Somerset,  ps&rt  of  the 
possesions  of  Henry  de  Lacy,  earl  of  liinr.nln>  12th  £d«* 
ward  IlL,  he  had  a  grant  for  life  of  the  office  of  eari 
marshall  of  Etigland*  Sept  16, 1830,  the  king  granted  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  the  advowsoti  of  the  priory  of  Montacute^ 
which  had  been  founded  and  endowed  by  his  lordship's 
aticestors«  In  the  wars  with  France,  being  left  commander- 
in*-chief  of  the  forces  in  Flandei^,  his  lordship  and  the  earl 
of  Suffolk  were  taken  prisoners,  and  conveyed  with  ignominy 
to  Paris,  where  the  French  king  ordered  them  to  be  put  to 
death ;  and  they  only  escaped  the  execution  of  this  sentence, 
trough  the  influence  of  the  king  of  Bohemia.  The  earl 
of  Salisbury  was  exchanged  on  the  signature  of  the  next 
truce*  14th  Edward  IIL,  the  king,  m  consideration  of  his 
suflerings,  granted  him  the maiior  of  Martock,  Somerset; 
andi  in  the  following  year,  he  had  a  ccHifirmation  of  the 
manors  grailted  lOth  Edward  1II«,  with  the  addition  of  that 
of  Worth.  The  same  year^  he  was  again  sent  against  the 
Scots,  and  having  conquered  the  isle  of  Man,  was  crowned 
king  of  that  island.  The  next  year,  he  went  to  France,  in 
ttie  expedition  in  favour  of  the  countess  de  Montfort*  In 
1943,  the  earls  of  Salisbury  and  Derby  were  appointed  am« 
bassadors  from  the  king  to  Alphonso,  king  of  Castile*  Ho 
died  Jan.  30, 1343-4,  of  a  fever,  brought  on  by  bruises  and 
over-exertion,  at  a  tournament  at  Windsor,  on  the  19th  of 
diat  month,  and  was  buried  either  in  the  Whitefriars,  Lon* 
don,  as  is  alleged  by  Brooks ;  or,  as  Collins  thinks  more 
probable,  at  Bisham  priory,  Berks.  He  died  seised  of  the 
manors,  &c.,  mentioned  in  the  grants  above  recited ;  also, 
tfie  manor  of  Swere ;  the  hamlet  of  Blakemore,  and  100 
acres  of  land  called  Newland  there,  paying  10s.  rent ;  the 
hundred  of  Puddletown ;  a  rent  out  of  the  manor  of  West 
Lullworth ;  one  fee  in  Berwick  and  Motburg^  £20  rent  in 
the  manor  of  Puddletown ;  a  fourth  of  a  fee  in  Loveford; 
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a  sixtir  of  si  fee  Bt  Newtes  M  Ptntb^tsk ;  Mfd  aii  e%Mi  of  a 
fee  in  Swere,  and  the  adVo#8oii  of  ttml  dmroh.  Katherine 
bis  wife  had,  for  htf  dow at,  Ae  naitor  of  S#ere  and  hvct^ 
kft  i>f  Btakemore ;  fhe  manor  and  hundred  of  Puddlelowny 
and  £25  rent  ont  of  it;  £&  (hk7d.  yearly  of  the  abbotof 
Bindon,  for  the  manor  of  W'est  Lull  worth,  &c.  She  (tted 
28rd  Edward  III.  He  left  two  son^,  William^  vfkftsnamt 
eeeded  him  in  his  estates  and  title,,  and  John^ 

William,  second  earl  of  SaKsbnrj,  was  bom  Jrate-SK^ 
1^28 ;  and  on  Maj  24,  20tfa  Ed^rd  UL,  the  wardAi|>  of 
bis  body  was  committed  to  JofaR  de  Somert^n^  and  Thomila 
Wfltryn;  and. being  witfrin  a^ be  att^ded  the  bfaig^  ISM^ 
in  the  expedition  then  made  into^  Franoe.  0#  landing,  ai 
la  Hogue,  in  Normandy,  he  recieived*1be  hNtoour  of  tnightw 
bood,  with  Edward,  piinice  of  Waks^>  aid  was^atdbe  si^o 
of  Caen,  and  took  a- prominenjb  part  iA  the  bifttle'of  Oee^ 
the  same  year.  In  die  21stt  and  23nd^  Edwtird  IIK^^  be  Wa» 
again  employed  m  the  wafe^  6f  France;*  and  ki  tbe  98rd«of 
lliat  monardi,  (though  ndt*  then  of  MA  age,)  in  reoosHr 
penctd  of  tbe  valiant  aetions*  tbat  had  been  perfdmedbyv 
Him,. had  sucli  finromr  from'tteldng,  that  he  obtamed  liv^ 
of  tbe  rei^rsidn  of  all  tbe  laftids'of  his  infaeritancei  Also^ 
before  Uie  end  of  limC  year,  making  proof  of  hb  age,  upoH^ 
the  death  of  Katherine,  his  moAer,  he  had  livery  of  Ao 
manors  of  Sweymeton  and  Brigbte^n,  in  the  Ille  of 
Wight,  which'  ^e  Keld  fbr  Ae  tetm  of  her  life.  On  tfi^ 
institution  of  the  otder  of  the  garter^  April  38>  1340,  b» 
wa»1hesevenA  knight  elected;  and,  Augu^QO,  1866i,.b^ 
was  in  tbe  sea»«£ght  against  tbe  SpMiards^  neat^  Wihobelseay 
where'  Ibe  king  commanded  in  person.  In  tbe  30lb  Edv^ 
ward  Illn  on  the  dvichy  of  Aquitaine  being asfcigaedte 
ptmciQ  Edward,  tfafe  earl  attended  him  in  tbole  partsi  ht 
1856;  he  commanded  dm  rent  of  die  Ei^lisb  arti^ia  the 
femous  battle  of  PoicCbm,^  fbugbt  on  Sepl^  19;. and' itisJ 
MRonled  (bat,  in  dm  heat  of  tbatfigbt^  he  s^ve  with  the 
east  of' Warwick,  wbiok  olt  tfaem^  sboukL  ttost  bedew*  Ibv 


Imd  with  Ffeadk  Mood,  it  is  certaia«  that  ike  £^idi 
rear,  iMHider  Uijs  earl^  ow»eio  m§lifcia  the  fiost  miin.ste'ess  of 
tfie  btftley  md  wholly  dnramfitted  tiiose  whom  tbej  enoovHi* 
teredy  dnying  the  1(hy1  Clermont,  the  French  mamshal ;  and 
of  9000  Scots,  who  were  in  bis  battalia,  few  escrpeJ* 
Afterwards  the  earl  fougbt,  wiA  the  ^eatest  magnanimity, 
a^wist  ithose  forces  that  were  headed  by  John,  king  of 
Franoe,  in  person ;  and,  tatatiy  defeating  them,  that  mon- 
arch and  Philip  his  fourth  son  were  tak^  prisoners.  The 
^ari  continued  in  France  in  the  31st,  39rd,  and  3^  Ed- 
ward IIL  In  1369,  he  was  the  chief  of  those  named  by 
the  king^  to  accompany  his  son,  John  of  Gatrnt,  duke  of 
Lancaster,  in  his  voynge  to  France,  against  whom  th^ 
duke  of  Burgundy  was  sent  with  ao  great  an  army,  that 
tiie  EngliA  were  but  as  a  handful  tp  them ;  yet  he  could 
obtain  no  advantage.  In  1373,  on  a  rumour  that  Jevan* 
prmce  of  Wales,  son  of  prince  Aymon,  was  upon  the  £n« 
glish  coasts  with  600  men,  designing  to  land,  he  wa$ 
appomted  to  guard  the  seas,  and  was  retained  by  indenture 
to  serve  the  king,  with  no  less  than  300  men  o/  arms, 
of  whom  20  besides  himself  were  knights,  and  the  oUiers 
esquhres ;  as  also  wkh  300  archers.  This  feet  made  direct- 
ly  for  the  port  of  St.  Mab,  in  Bretagne,  where  they  burnt 
seven  huge  Spanish  carracks.  Thence  sailing  to  Brest,  he 
rdieved  the  garrison  (where  sir  Rob^  Knowles  was  be- 
sieged,) with  men  and  provisions,  and  returned  to  his  ships 
to  keep  tiie  marches  and  frontiers  on  the  sea  coasts.  In 
48th  Edward  III.,  he  was  one  of  the  ambassadors  sent  to 
Bruges  to  treat  of  peace,  with  tfie  plenipotentiaries  of 
Charles  V.,  king  of  France.  The  following  year,  he  was 
constituted  admiral  of  the  king's  fleet,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Thames  to  the  westward  parts ;  and  in  51st  Ed- 
ward IIL,  he  was  one  of  the  commisaoners  for  arraying  all 
aUe  men  from  16  to  60  years  of  age  in  the  county  of  Dor^ 
set,  to  withstand  the  attempts  of  the  French,  then  threaten- 
ing an  invasion.    In  the  1st  Richard  II.,  he  was  assigned 
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to  secure  the  coasts  of  Southampton  and  Dorset,  against 
the  bvasions  of  the  French ;  and  the  king  commanded  all 
his  liegpe  subjects,  in  the  said  counties,  to  be  obedient  and 
assisting  to  him  in  all  things  that  he  thought  necesssary  or 
convenient  for  their  defence.  He  was  the  same  year  re^ 
tained  by  indenture  to  serve  the  king  in  his  wars  beyond 
the  seas,  under  the  conduct  of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of 
Lancaster*  But  the  duke  not  adventuring,  the  earl  of 
Salisbury  put  to  sea,  and  took  Cherbourg,  In  the  follow- 
tng  year,  he  was  constituted  governor  of  Calais.  In  1381, 
he  was  sent  to  conduct  Anne  of  Luxemburgb  on  her  pro* 
gress  to  this  country,  to  be  married  to  Richard  II,  In  the 
7di  Richard  IL,  he  attended  the  king  into  Scotland.  Two 
years  afterwards,  the  custody  of  the  isle  of  Wight,  and 
castle  of  Carisbrook,  with  the  whole  demesne  thereunto 
belonging,  was  granted  to  him  for  life.  In  ISdi  Richard 
IL,  he  was  again  employed  in  the'  king's  service,  in  the 
marches  of  Calais ;  and,  in  15th  Richard  IL,  constitu* 
ted  one  of  the  commissioners  to  treat  of  peace  with  the 
French.  He  contracted  marriage  with  Joan,  commonly 
called  '^the  fair  maid  of  Kent,**  daughter  of  Edmund 
Plantagenet,  earl  of  Keirt,  (third  son  of  king  Edward  L,) 
but  sir  Thomas  Holland,  earl  of  Kent,  in  his  petition  to 
pope  Clement  VL,  alleging  a  precontract  and  that  the  earl 
unjustly  withheld  her  from  him,  the  pope  gave  judgment 
against  the  eari  of  Salbbury ;  who,  complying  therewith, 
married  another  noble  lady,  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter, 
and  at  length  one  of  the  co-heirs  of  John,  lord  Mohun, 
of  Dunster,  (one  of  the  first  knights  of  the  garter,)  and 
by  her  had  William,  his  only  son  and  heir,  unfortunately 
slain  at  Windsor,  in  6th  Richard  IL,  by  his  own  hand  in 
tilting.  He  died  June  3,  21st  Richard  IL,  and  was  buried 
at  Bisfaam  abbey.  At  his  death  he  was  seised  of  the 
manor  of  Canford  and  burgh  of  Poole ;  Puddletown  hun« 
dred  and  manor,  and  £20  rent  there ;  the  manor  of  West 
LuUworth,  and  several  fees  belonging  to  the  manor  of 


THE   MANOR,  41 

Canford ;  the  hundred  of  Cokedean ;  the  manor  of  Blake- 
more,  called  Ncw-lond,  with  the  wood  of  Blakemore* 
Elizabeth  his  wife  held  as  dower,  at  her  death,  2ifkd 
Henry  V.,  £20  rent  in  Puddletown ;  a  third  of  the  manor 
of  Swere ;  half  a  fee  in  Hinton  and  Esset<Hi  juxta  Winter- 
bourne;  half  a  fee  in  Craford;  a  fee  in  Silton  juxta 
Gillingham;  a  fee  in  Child-Okeford ;  half  a  fee  in 
Milton  juxta  Gillingham ;  a  fourth  of  a  fee  in  East  an(| 
West  Chickerell;  a  fourth  of  a  fee  in  Langton  juxta 
Abbotsbury  and  Winterboume  Herringstone ;  one  fee 
in  8hipton  Maureward  juxta  Bridport ;  half  a  fee  in 
Bardolveston  juxta  Puddleton ;  half  a  fee  in  Pymore ;  a 
sixth  of  a  fee  in  Pudeiton  and  Bilsey ;  and  one  fee  in  King* 
ston  juxta  Dorchester.  The  reversion  is  stated  to  belong 
to  Thomas,  earl  of  Sarum,  and  his  heirs  male ;  and  that  the 
said  fees  belong  to  the  manor  of  Canford,  of  which  he  is 
seised^  This  William  granted,  in  the  year  1371,  a  charter 
to  the  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Poole,  confirming  that 
of  William  Longespee,  and  conceding  other  important 
privileges.    He  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew, 

John,  the  third  earl  of  this  family,  who  was  son  of  sir 
John  de  Montacute,  knight,  brother  of  the  above  earl.  He 
had  been  summoned  to  Parliament  as  a  baron,  from  Itith 
liichard  IL,  to  the  death  of  bis  uncle,  whom  he  succeeded 
in  title  and  estate.  He  was  very  early  engaged  in  the  ser* 
vice  of  his  country,  and  i^pears  to  have  be^  a  warrior  of 
considerable  valour.  In  21$t  Richard  II.,  doing  his 
homage,  he  had  livery  of  all  the  lands  descended  to  him 
from  his  uncle.  He  obtamed  from  tiie  king,  a  grant  to 
himself  and  heirs  male,  of  many  manors,  &c»,  then  in  the 
king's  hands  by  the  attainder  of  Thomas  de  Beaacbamp, 
earl  of  Warwick.  During  the  troubles  of  that  period,  he 
seems  to  have  been  a  steady  partizan  of  Richard  II.  In 
tlie  22nd  year  of  that  monarch's  reign,  the  earl  of  Salisbury 
ivas  constituted  marshal  of  England.  He  was  soon  after 
9cnt  to  France,  on  a  special  mission  from  the  king,  to 
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endeavour  to  break  a  treaty  of  marriage  then  on  fbot, 
between  the  duke  of  Hereford,  (afterwards  Henry  IV.) 
and  tiie  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Berri,  in  which  he  suc- 
ceeded. For  this  he  was  disgraced  on  the  deposition  of 
Richard,  and,  on  the  -coronation  of  Henry  IV.,  was  thrown 
into  prison :  the  popular  voice  was  so  loud  against  him, 
that  he  barely  esca[)ed  execution,  on  the  plea  that  what  he 
did  was  by  the  king's  commandment.  He  was  set  at  liberty 
soon  afterj  but  speedily  became  involved  in  a  conspiracy 
against  the  king,  in  which  he  was  detected,  and  he  and  the 
earl  of  Kent  were  taken  at  Cirencester,  and  executed  there 
the  next  day,  Jan.  5,  1400,  by  order  of  the  mayor.  His 
body  was  buried  in  the  abbey  at  that  place,  and  there  rested 
until  8th  Henry  V.,  when,  on  the  petition  of  his  widow,  the 
king  gave  leave  to  have  it  removed  to  Bisham.  He  was 
one  of  the  chief  of  the  Lollards,  and  his  zeal  against  the 
idolatrous  ceremonials  of  popery  was  so  great,  that  we  are 
told  ^'  that  he  caused  all  the  images  which  had  been  set  up 
in  the  chapel,  at  Shenele,  by  his  wife's  former  husbands, 
to  be  taken  down  and  thrown  in  obscure  places ;  only  the 
imago  of  St.  Catherine,  in  regard  that  many  did  affect  it, 
he  gave  leave  that  it  should  stand  in  his  bakehouse."  On 
his  execution,  he  was  attainted,  and  all  his  lands  forfeited : 
the  king  (a.  r.  2,)  uniting  to  the  duchy  of  Lancaster;  the 
castle  and  town  of  Donington,  co.  Leicester ;  the  wi^en- 
takc  of  Risley,  co.  Derby ;  the  wapentake  of  Alerton,  co. 
Nottingham*;  the  manor  of  Gretham,  with  limds  in  Stayn- 
worth ;  the  manors  of  Horblinge,  Segbroke,  wid  Thorley, 
CO.  Lincoln-;  the  manor  of  Cimford  and  the  town  of  Poole, 
and  certain  other  tenements  belonging  to  the  said  manor  of 
Canford,  co.  Dorset;  and  the  manors  of  Winterboume 
and  Ambresbury,  co.  Wilts ;  which  belonged  to  Thomas, 
earl  of  Lancaster,  the  king's  ancestor,  and  to  which,  Henry, 
brother  of  the  said  Thomas,  was  restored,  though  judg- 
ment was  not  executed,  and  which  came  to  the  king  by 
right,  as  cousin  and  heir  to  the  said  earl  Thomas,  so  that 
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the  said  judgnront  was  extcuted  with  the  liberties  of  the 
said  dachj.  Yet  tlie  king,  considering  that  the  earl  of 
Salisbury  had  sold  great  part  of  his  wife's  inheritance,  and 
die,  low  state  of  her  and  her  children  on  his  attainder, 
granted  her  some  manors  in  Devon,  for  the  term  of  her 
life.  It  was  fomid  hy  inquisition,  10th  Henry  IV.,  that 
this  earl  died  seised  in  fee  tail  of  this  manor  and  the  fees 
belonging  to  it,  held  of  the  king  in  chief  by  knight's 
service ;  ;the  hundred  of  Cockdene ;  tlie  manor  and  advow- 
son  of  Swere;  £20  r^it  in  Lullworth;  10s.  rent  in  Blake- 
more;  the  manor  of  Blakemere,  called  Newland ;  half  a 
fee  in  Winterboome  Maurward  extra  Bere ;  half  a  fee  in 
Mourebaok ;  and  half  a  fee  in  Fleet ;  all  which  belong  to 
the  b(mou?  of  the  castle  and  manor  of  Christchurch :  also, 
half  a  fee  in  Kinstantcm ;  one  in  Plumbere ;  one  in  Mel- 
bury-Bubbe;  (me  in  Wraxhall  and  Maperton;  one  in 
Kingston  Plukenet;  two  in  Wint^boume  Series  and 
Houghton ;  one  in  Afolbury  Osmond  and  Woodyate ;  one 
in  Tollard;  one  in  Magna  Crawfurd;  one  in  Tore  and 
Luveford  juxta  Piddleton ;  one  m  Swany whyche ;  half  a 
feeinNutford;  one  inWoodcote;  and  that  he  lately  held 
one  in  Coston.  All  these  belonged  to  the  manor  of 
Caoeford.  He  held  also  the  advowson  of  the  priory  of 
Monteacute,  and  of  the  cells  of  Holme,  &c.,  belonging  to 
it,  and  of  £120  rent  yearly,  to  be  received  out  of  ^e  said 
priory  and  cells. 

His  son,  Thomas,  the  fourth  earl  of  his  name,  who  was 
12  years  of  age  at  his  father's  decease,  became  one  of  the 
greatest  heroes  of  the  age ;  and  our  histories  are  full  of 
his  noble  acts  and  great  achievements  in  France,  where  he 
gained  .immortal  honour.  In  2nd  Henry  IV.,  the  king, 
**  having  compassion  on  his  youth,  and  the  low  estate  he 
was  in  by  the  attainder  of  his  father,"  granted  him  the 
manor  of  Croxham,  co.  Berks ;  Warblington,  More,  and 
Hinnton,  co.  Southampton ;  KnoUe,  co.  Somerset ;  Powor- 
thy,  Okeford,  and  St.  Mary-Cliflfe,  co.  Devon,  (part  of 
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his  father's  lands)  to  enjoy  tiH  he  should  accomplish  faisf 
full  age;  and  the  next  year,  in  augmentation  thereto^ 
granted  him  the  manor  of  Watyngwell,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
He  strove  to  obtain  a  reversal  of  his  father's  attainder,  but 
was  unable  to  effect  it ;  and  his  possession  of  the  paternal 
estates  was  much  abridged,  though  he  succeeded  in  obtain* 
ing  a  grant  of  the  manor  of  Cdnfoi'd  and  that  of  Swyre, 
and  the  advowson  there,  and  lOs.  rent  in  Blakemore,  He 
came  into  the  possession  of  a  large  estate^  however,  by  his 
first  wife,  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Kent« 
He  early  commenced  his  illustrious  career ;  and  in  the  2nd 
Henry  V.  was  joined  ambassador  with  the  bishops  of  Dur- 
ham and  Norwich,  to  settle  peace  between  the  English  and 
French,  and  to  demand  in  marriage  the  lady  Catherme^ 
daughter  of  Charles  VI.,  the  French  king.  That  embassay 
failed.  In  1416,  he  was  engaged  with  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford,  the  king's  brother,  and  other  nobles,  in  a  sea-fight^ 
off  the  river  Seine,  where  they  obtained  an  entire  victory 
over  the  French  fleet.  5th  Henrv  V.,  he  embarked  with 
the  king  and  a  puissant  army  at  Portsmouth;  and,  on 
landing  in  France,  took  the  castle  of  D'Anvillers,  which 
was  subsequently  granted  to  him*  He  was  a  principal 
commander  at  the  siege  of  Caen,  and  afterwards  took 
Falaise.  He  bore  a  conspicuous  part  through  the  whole 
of  these  campaigns,  and  performed  many  valiant  exploits* 
He  was  one  of  the  ambassadors  on  the  successful  renewal 
of  the  treaty,  by  which  the  king  and  the  princess  Catherine 
were  married*  Slnd  Henry  VL,  he  was  constituted  general 
of  the  army  in  France^  and  continued  a  career  of  unexam-^ 
pled  success,  valour,  and  victory*  Soon  after  these  great 
successes,  he  returned  to  England,  and  Was  not  again 
employed  till  6th  Henry  VL,  occasioned  by  a  differ^ice 
between  him  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  arising^  accords 
ing  to  Stowe,  from  some  attentions  paid  by  the  duke  to 
the  earl's  lady.  In  that  year,  however,  he  was  prevailed 
on  again  to  take  the  command  of  the  army,  soon  after 
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which  he  laid  siege  to  the  city  of  Orleans,  theti  defended 
by  the  celebrated  Joan  of  Arc ;  and  on  the  forty^inth  day 
of  the  siege,  as  he  was  examining  the  accesses  to  the  city, 
he  was  fired  at  with  such  precision,  and  wounded  in 
the  face  so  desperately,  that  he  expired,  after  lingering 
eight  days,  on  Nov.  3,  1428.  His  body  was  conveyed  to 
England  with  great  pomp  and  Solenmity,  and  buried  at 
Bisham,  in  Berkshire.  Our  old  historians  unanimously 
agree  that  he  was  the  life  of  the  war  in  those  parts ;  and 
that  the  death  of  this  gallant  soldier  occasioned  a  serious 
reverse  to  the  English  arms.  He  was  almost  idolized  by 
his  comrades  for  his  valour  and  the  magnanimity  which 
characterized  his  demeanour ;  mid,  beyond  the  chronicled 
history  of  the  days  in  which  he  lived  and  triumphed,  his 
name  has  be^i  immortalised  in  the  strains  of  the  Avonian 
bard,  who  speaks  of  him  as  the  <<  mirror  of  all  martial 
m^,''  ^  framed  of  the  firm  truth  of  valour  ;**  and,  in  the 
passionate  lament  over  his  wounded  body,  attributed  to  his 
friend  and  companion  in  arms,  tiie  faithful  Talbot,  his 
character  and  military  prowess  are  thus  briefly  summed 
up: — 

**  In  fhlrteen  faatUcs  SaUslmry  o'eraone, 
Henry  the  Fifth  he  first  trained  to  the  wart; 
Whllat  any  tramp  did  sound,  or  drum  struck  up. 
His  swoid  did  ne'er  leare  striking  in  the  field.'* 

Ucn.  VI.,  act  1.,  le.  4« 

This  celebrated  earl,  who  was  also  styled  lord  of  Mon-* 
thermer,  granted  a  charter  of  confirmation  to  the  burgesses 
of  Poole,  in  tiie  year  1410-11.  His  second  wife  was  Alice, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Chaucer,  esq.,  widow  of  sir  John 
Phillips.  He  lefl  issue,  Alice,  who  married  Richard  Ne« 
ville,  eldest  son  of  Ralph,  first  earl  of  Northumb^imd. 
His  wife  Alice  survived  him,  and  was  endowed  of  the  third 
part  of  the  manor  of  Canford,  imd  continued  to  ^'oy  it 
until  the  25th  Henry  VI.  She  had  previously  been  remar- 
ried to  William  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  Suffolk ;  and,  in  that 
year  exchanged  the  said  third  part,  as  appears  by  charter 
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granted  wok)  the  said  eari  at  his  creatioiu  The  other  two 
parts  of  the  ^manor^  ftc*,  descended  to  the  Jate  sari's 
brother^ 

RiOHARrH  M01CTACIITB9  who  We  find,  on  his  death,  to 
hare  been  seised,  in  fee  tail,  to  him  and  his  heiis  male,  of 
two  parts  of  this  manor,  tenements  in  Fiilhalding,  and  most 
of  the  knights'  fees  before  mentioned,  which  belonged  to 
this  manor.  He  died  without  issue ;  Alioe,  the  wife  of 
Richard  Neville,  being  his  kinswoman  and  heir.  On  his 
deadly  Canford  came  to  the  crown. 

After  the  death  of  Richard  Montacute,  this  manor  and 
hundred  w^e  granted  to  relations  and  favourites  of  several 
princes.  11th  Henry  VI.,  it  was  granted  to 
>  John,  duke  of  Bedpori>.  Tbis  powerful  nobleman 
wa6;the  third  son  of  Henry  IV.,  by  Ids  first  wife,  Mary  de 
Bohun,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  the  earl  of  Hereford.  He 
was  accordmgly  brother  to  Henry  V.,  andimde  to  Henry 
VI.;.  and  his  fiimily  connecticHis^  his  civil  and  military 
distinction,  and  hb  unUemidbed  character,  made  his  name 
prominent  in  the  age  which  he  dignified  and  adorned. 
From  the  time  in  whidh  he  first  appeared  on  the  arena  of 
politics,  scarcely  a  transaction  appears  fo  have  he&a 
undertaken  in  connection  with  the  state  of  England,  in 
which  his  opinion  and  advice  were  not  regarded  as  of 
weigiity  inqportance.  The  glorious  achievements  of  his 
military  career  in  the  wars  with  France,  and  his  conduct 
9s  regent  during  the  early  portion  of  the  r^gn  of  his 
B^hew,  are  matters  of  naticmal  history.  With  the  whole 
power  of  England  at  his  command,  he,  nevertheless, 
draieaned  himself  with  such  prudencci  and  integrity,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  his  behaviour  towards  the  Maid 
of  Orleans,— tand  for  which  the  q)irit  of  his  age  may 
rather  be  held  accountable, — no  censiH^e  is  atladied  to  his 
memory.  He  is  described  to  have  been  the  most  accom- 
plished prince  of  his  time,  and  one  whose  experience,^ 
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prudence,  valour,  and  generosity,  qualified  him  for  the 
high  offices  he  was  called*  on  to  execute.  At  his  death,  14th 
Henry  YJ;,  he  held  in  fee  tail;  to  him  mid  his  heirs  male, 
by  die  gift  of  the  king,  in  the  11th  year  of  his  reign,  two 
parts  of  this  manor  and  of  the  hundred  of  Cokeden^  and 
the  vill  of  Poole,  with  the  reversion  of  the  third  part  of 
the  manor,  hundred,  and  vill,  which  Alice,  countess  of 
Sufiblk,  late  wife  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Sarum,  held  for  life. 
Also  the  priory  or  manor  of  Frampton,  with  its  members,* 
Burton,  with  a  chapel  and  tithes  there,  Winterboume 
Came,  Bincomb,  Cemel,  fiettescombe,  and  Swanwiche; 
the  manor  of  Povington  and  Milbome  Beke;  and  £18 
rent  out  of  the  manor  of  Porstock,  of  the  gift  of  king 
Henry  IV.  He  died  without  issue  male,  king  Henry  VI. 
being  his  kfaisman  and  heir,  to  whom,  accordingly,  the 
estates  reverted ;  and  in  the  17th  year  of  his  reign,  this 
manor  and  the  town  of  Poole  were  granted  to 

Henry  Bbauport,  cardinal  of  England,  and  bishop  of 
Winchester,  his  heirs  and  assigns.  Cardind  Beaufort  was 
one  of  the  natural  children  of  John  of  Gaunt,  bv  Catherine 
Swinford,  daugliter  of  sir  Pajrno  Roet,  alias  Guyen,  king 
at  arms,  and  widow  of  sir  Otes  Swinford,  knight.  Henry, 
with  his  two  brothers  and  a  sister,  were  l^timated^  by  act 
of  Parliament,  on  the  marriage  of  their  parents,  in  1396. 
Henry  was  made  bishop  of  Winchester  in  1405,  and  was 
also  cardinal  and  lord  chancellor.  His  name  is  very  con* 
spicuous  in  all  the  state  transactions  of  the  period  in  which 
he  lived.  During  the  minority  of  Henry  VI.,  to  whom 
the  cardinal  was  great  uncle,  the  pers(Hi  and  education  of 
the  infant  prince  were  entrusted  to  him.  The  cardinal, 
who  died  in  the  36th  Henry  VI.,  had  previously  convejred 
this  manor,  &c.,  to 

John,  duke  of  Somerset.  He  was  great  grandson  of 
John  of  Gaunt,  and  the  third  earl  of  Somerset,  in  which, 
dignity  he  succeeded  his  father.  In  1443,  he  was  created 
duke  of  Somerset  and  carl  of  Kcndali  and  constituted 
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lieutenant  and  captain-general  of  Aquitaine,  as  also  of  the 
whole  realm  of  France,  and  duchy  of  Normandy.  His 
grace  died  on  May  27, 1444,  and  was  buried  at  Wimbome 
Minster ;  in  which  church  is  an  altar  tomb  of  grey  mar* 
ble,  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  duke  and  hb  wife,  by 
their  sole  daughter  Margaret.  On  each  side  of  the  tomb 
are  five  blank  shields,  each  enclosed  in  a  quatrefoil ;  those 
on  the  south  side  have  been  formerly  covered  with  plates 
of  armorial  bearings,  since  stripped  off  by  the  rapacity  or 
misjudging  zeal  of  later  days.  On  the  tomb  are  tiie 
recumbent  efSgies  of  the  duke  and  duchess.  The  male 
figure  is  in  rich  and  curious  armour,  a  pointed  helmet 
with  a  coronet  on  his  head,  a  collar  of  SS4^  round  his 
neok,  a  dagger  on  his  right  side,  and  on  his  left  a  sword^ 
of  which  the  hilt  alone  remains,  inscribed  widi  the  letters 
it  1^.  C'f  A  garter  is  fastened  round  hb  knee ;  hb  head 
b  supported  by  two  angels,  and  hb  feet  by  a  lion ;  hb  left 
hand  holds  the  gauntlet  on  hb  breast,  hb  right  clasps 
that  of  hb  wife.  She  b  attired  in  a  long  robe  of  state, 
with  a  veil  and  collar,  a  coronet  on  her  head,  which  b 
supported  abo  by  two  angeb,  and  at  her  feet  a  gfu^Ile  |  in 
her  left  hand  b  a  string  of  beads,  a  ring  on  her  forefinger, 
two  others  on  the  second,  and  two  on  the  third.  There 
are  no  traces  of  any  inscription ;  but  the  soldier *s  helmet 
still  hangs  over  hb  tomb.  As  the  conveyance  of  thb  manor 
was  made  subsequently  to  the  creation  of  John  as  duke,  in 
1449,  and  as  be  died  early  in  1444,  it  must  have  takea 

*  The  coHar  of  bssbs.  fonned  of  links  iu  rcs^emblanec  of  that  letter,  and  itUl  worn 
on  ecrtain  occasions  by  our  Judges,  is,  by  some  persons,  derlred  finnn  the  religioaa 
society  of  3t.  SimpUcius,  ^ho  was  thrown  )n^  the  Tiber  with  a  chidn  round  hi« 
neck,  by  Dioclcslan.  But  the  more  learned  agree  that  this  collar  was  the  badge  of 
Henry  and  the  l^ancastrian  party,  in  qllifsion  to  their  watdiwoffl  <*  somrvfis  VOU0 
BB  Moi,"  during  their  meditated  overthrow  of  Richard  II. 

"¥  The  old  mannpr  of  writing  this  symbol  of  our  Savioiir.  which  occurs  in  Gred( 
manuscripts  of  the  New  Testament,  thus,  I  H  0,  with  a  dash  over  tiie  middle 
letter,  was  merely  an  abbreviation  of  the  word  JESUS,  the  Greek  E  bearing  the 
figure  of  the  English  H,  and  the  ancient  Greek  or  Smymese  8,  that  of  the  English 
C.  The  Ifalins.  howler,  interpreted  it  in  their  own  characters  to  mean  Jisui 
HoMUfUK  CoKsoLATOB,  or  Sal?4T0B,  and  mai^aiQcd  the  dash  into  a  cro89. 
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place  in  the  former  year.    He  died  without  issue  male, 
and  the  manor  descended  to  bis  brother  and  heir^ 

Edmund,  who  was  earl  of  Aforetoi),  and  created  mar- 
quis of  Dorset,  June  24,  1443.  In  the  24th  Henry  VI., 
he  was  appointed  regent  of  Normandy,  and  in  the  26th  of 
that  reign,  created  second  duke  of  Somerset.  He  took  a 
ooD^ieuous  part  in  the  troubles  of  that  age ;  and  in  the 
eontests  of  the  roses,  he  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of 
Lancaster,  and  became  particularly  obnoxious  to  the 
Yorkists.  He  was  slain  in  the  first  battle  of  St.  Albans, 
Aby  2^9  1455,  By  his  wife,  Eleanor,  second  daughter 
4nd  coheir  of  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick, 
die  duke  had  (bur  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  died 
seised  of  this  manor  and  the  vill  of  Poole;  and  divers 
lands,  &c.,  in  Cokedean  and  Poole ;  the  manor  of  Ryme, 
and  the  manor  and  castle  of  Corfe ;  and  several  manors  in 
Somerset     These  possessions  descended  to  his  son  and 

beir, 

Hmrv,  who  was  then  nineteen  years  of  age.  During 
bis  father's  lifetime  he  had  the  title  of  earl  of  Moreton, 
lie  achieved,  even  in  youth,  many  important  victories  in 
the  French  wars^  In  the  36th  Henry  VI.,  he  was  constitu- 
ted lieutenant  and  gpvernor  of  thp  Isle  of  Wight  and  castle 
pf  Carisbrook,  and  the  year  after  made  governor  of  Calais, 
He  also  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the  Lancasters,  and  fought 
cm  their  behalf  at  the  battle  of  Hexham,  after  victory  had 
alighted  on  tiie  Yorkist  forc^.  At  tiiat  fight,  he,  with 
many  other  nobles,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  soon  after 
beheaded.  After  his  death,  5th  Edward  IV.,  he  wa^ 
attainted;  and,  on  his  attainder,  this  manor,  with  other 
q{  his  possessions^  again  reverted  to  the  crown, 

In  the  8th  Edward  IV.,  this  manor,  &c.,  were  granted 
by  the  ki|[|g  to 

George,  duke  of  Clarence.  He  was  son  of  Richard, 
duke  of  York,  who  contended  for  the  English  crown  with 

11 
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Henrv  VL,  and  brother  of  Edward  IV.,  who  succeeded  in 
the  designs  of  their  father.  On  the  accession  of  his 
brother,  Clarence  was  received  into  the  royal  favour,  and 
named  to  the  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  and  soon  after  invest* 
ed  with  great  possessions,  amongst  which  was  this  manor. 
For  the  subsequent  career  of  this  noble — his  withdrawal 
from  court  through  his  connection  with  the  powerful  earl 
of  Warwick,  "  Ihe  setter-up  and  puller-down  of  kings,** 
to  whose  daughter  he  was  united  in  marriage— his  alternate 
ruptures  and  reconciliations  with  his  brother — and  the 
varied  part  which  he  bore  in  the  wars  of  the  roses — the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  more  ample  pages  of  our  national 
historians*  The  "false,  fleeting,  perjured  Clarence,'* 
was  at  length,  in  1478,  committed  to  die  Tower  on  charges 
of  treason ;  and,  on  his  trial  before  the  peers,  be  was 
found  guilty  and  received  sentence  of  death.  The  king» 
however,  professed  himself  averse  to  a  public  execu« 
tion  of  his  brother ;  and  it  was  soon  announced  that  the 
duke  had  died  in  the  Tower.  The  manner  of  his  death  has 
never  been  ascertained ;  but  a  report  circulated  at  the  time» 
and  which  tradition  has  since  perpetuated,  alleged  him  to 
have  been  drowned  in  a  butt  of  Malmsey  wine.  The  sins 
of  the  father  do  not  appear  in  this  case  to  have  been  visited 
upon  the  child ;  and  the  possessions  of  the  duke  descended 
to  his  son, 

Edward  Plantagenet.  After  the  death  of  his  ftither, 
the  king  sent  for  him,  then  a  child,  to  court,  and  created 
him  earl  of  Warwick,  the  title  borne  by  his  grandfather. 
The  life  of  this  ill-starred  prince  affords  a  melancholy 
instance  of  the  uncertain  tenure  of  human  prosperity,  the 
dangers  of  ennobled  birth,  and  the  miseries  attendant  upon 
a  disputed  throne  and  a  domestic  warfare.  Bom  to  the 
possession  of  great  wealth,  the  heir  of  two  powerful  nobles, 
with  the  blood  of  royalty  coursing  in  his  veins,  bred  in  the 
pomps  of  a  splendid  court,  yet  was  he  from  boyhood,  the 
victim  of  jealous  and  despotic   oppression,  tlie  solitary 
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tenant  of  a  prison,  severed  from  the  enjo3m[ients  of  liberty 
and  society.  The  fears  of  Richard  III.  had  early  con- 
signed him  to  confinement  in  the  castle  of  Sheriff-Hutton, 
Yorkshire ;.  and  Henry  VII.  no  sooner  ascended  the  throne 
than  he  transfinred  thb  young  prince,  then  in  his  fifteentli 
year,  to  a  place  of  greater  security — the  Tower.  Here, 
though  guilty  of  no  crime  but  his  birth,  though  no  charge 
was  alleged  against  him,  he  was  kept  in  a  strict  seclusion 
that  wasted  his  body  and  enfeebled  his  mind.  The  public* 
we  are  told,  commiserated  the  lot  of  the  innocent  victim, 
who  thus,  to  satisfy  the  ambition  of  others,  was  condemned 
to  perpetual  imprisonment  from  his  childhood ;  and  the  spot 
chosen  for  his  confinement — a  spot  so  lately  stained  with 
the  blood  of  princes — was  considered  as  an  omen  of  hb 
subsequ^it  destiny.  That  destiny  was  at  length  fulfilled. 
The  impostures  of  Stmnel  and  Wulford,  whose  personations 
of  the  earl  had  troubled  tiie  realm,  instigated  Henry  to  the 
destruction  of  the  object  of  his  jealous  care ;  and  Warwick 
therefore  was,  in  1499,  ^raigned  for  an  attempt  to  escape 
from  custody.  To  this  charge  he  pleaded  guilty :  sentence 
was  pronounced ;  and  Henry  soon  signed  the  warrant  for 
the  execution  of  the  last  legitimate  descendant  of  the 
Plantagenets,  whose  pretensions  could  excite  the  jealousy 
of  the  house  of  Tudor.  Warwick  was  beheaded  on  Tow* 
er-hill.  The  whole  nation  lamented  his  fate.  When 
Warwick;  was  conunitted  to  the  tower  by  order  of  Henry, 
(a«  r.  1,  Jan.  23,)  that  monarch  seized  his  possessions ;  and 
ii^  the  same  year  he  granted  the  manor  of  Canford  and  the 
vill  of  Poole,  to  his  mother, 

Margaret,  countess  of  Richmond,  for  her  life.  This 
lady  was  only  daughter  of  John,  the  first  duke  of  Somerset, 
mentioned  above,  and  was  married  first  to  Edmund  Tudor, 
earl  of  Richmond,  who  was  son  of  Owen  Tudor,  by 
Catharine,  dowager  queen  of  Henry  V.  Of  this  marriage 
Henry  VIL  was  born.    She  married,  secondly,  sir  Henry 
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Stafford,  son  of  Humphrey,  duke  of  Bucking^hain ;  and^ 
thirdly,  Thomas  Stanley,  -afterwards  earl  of  Derby.  Aftei' 
the  grant  of  this  manor  to  her,  she  appears  to  have  resided 
at  Canford,  and  was  the  foundress  of  the  free  grammAi' 
school  at  the  adjoining  town  of  Whnbome,  in  the  church  of 
which,  where  the  i*emaifis  of  her  pai'ents  reposed,  she 
founded  and  endowed  a  chapel.  She  died  June  29,  1509, 
(1st  Henry  VHL,)  and  was  buried  in  the  magnificent 
chapel  erected  by  hei*  son  in  Westminster  abbeys 

Prom  the  1st  to  the  l7th  Henry  VIlJ.,  tills  manoi'  appearsi 
to  have  been  possessed  by  the  crown ;  and  in  the  latter  year 
the  king,  by  letters  patent,  confirmed  by  an  ad  of  Paflia^ 
ment,  in  the  22nd  year  of  his  reign,  granted  tfie  manor  of 
Canford  and  Poole  to  his  natural  son, 

tiBNkY  FiTzkoY,  duke  of  Richmond  and  Somerset^ 
who  was,  in  the  following  year,  June  18, 17th  Henry  VIIL^ 
installed  a  knight  of  the  garter :  and  afterwards  appointed 
lieutenant  of  Ireland.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Thomas,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  dying  without  issue,  in 
I5S6,  28th  Henry  VIII.,  the  manor  again  reverted  to  the 
crown ;  and  was,  in  the  same  year,  granted^  together  with 
the  manor  of  Pimpeme,  to 

Henry  Courtney,  marquis  of  EiCEYEli,  ilnd  Gertrude^ 
his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  to  be  held  in  chief,  by  knight's 
service,  and  paying  yearly  £16  15s.  5Jd.  He  was  of  the  re- 
nowned and  illustrious  house  of  Courtney^  and  the  eleventh 
earl  of  Devonshire ;  and  wasj  June  18,  1525^  advanced  to 
the  degree  of  marquis  of  Exetef*  He  was  highly  dis- 
tinguished for  his  valoUr  and  chivalric  bearing  {  and  stood 
high  in  the  favour  of  Henry  YIIL  Hb  lady  Was  one  of 
the  godmothei^  to  princess  (afterwards  quec»)  Elizabeths 
He  was  one  of  the  lords  who  subscribed,  in  1529,  to  the 
forty-four  articles  exhibited  against  cardinal  Wolsey,  and 
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to  the  tetter  sent  to  pope  Clement  VIL,  earnestly  entreating 
him  to  ratify  the  divorce  betweein  king  Henry  and  Catharine 
his  first  wife.  In  1596,  he  sat,  with  others,  on  the  trial  of 
quera  Anne  Bole3m  i  and^  in  the  same  year,  in  conjmictioil 
triih  the  dUke  of  Norfolk,  the  earb  of  Shrewsbury,  ttiin- 
tingdon,  and  Rutland,  suppressed  an  insurrection  in  York- 
diire :  and  it  was,  prob^ibly,  for  these  services  that  the 
above  grant  was  made  to  him.  But  soon  after  he  appears 
to  have  declined  in  the  royal  fevour ;  and,  in  1538,  being 
accused  of  maintaining  intelligence  with  canfinal  Pole, 
was,  With  others^  committed  to  the  ToWef  ^  and  wa^  bdiead** 
M  on  ToWerwhill,  oti  the  9th  df  January  following^.  Som^ 
writers  ascribe  the  fate  of  the  marquis  to  the  jealousy  the 
king  entertained  of  his  great  popularity  and  hb  descent 
from  the  Plantagenets,  which  is  far  from  being  improbable. 
His  lady  was  also  attainted  in  the  following  year,  but  did 
not  suffer.  On  these  attainders,  their  possessions  became 
again  vested  in  the  crown« 

tn  ttie  1st  Edward  VL,  cohlirmed  in  the  4th  of  that 
tnonarch,  this  mandr  and  tiie  hundred  of  Cokedean,  to>» 
gether  with  small  customs  and  prisage  of  wines  at  Poole, 
Were  g^ranted  to 

EtiwARD,  duke  of  Somerset,  uncle  of  the  king,  and 
protector  of  the  realm  during  Lis  minority*  The  life  of 
tfiis  nbbleman  belbngs  to  national  history^  On  his  attainder 
and  execution,  Which  took  place  on  the  22nd  of  January, 
1551-2,  5th  Edward  VL,  these  possessions  otice  more 
reverted  to  the  crown. 

About  two  yeai^  afterwards,  on  the  24th  October,  1553, 
1st  Mary,  the  queen  granted  to  the  above  Gertrude, 
marchioness  of  Exeter,  who  had  been  pardoned,  and  **for 
the  better  maintenance  and  sustentation  of  her  estate  and 
degTBe,"  a  number  of  manors  and  lordships,  and,  inter 
alia^  the  lordships  and  manors  of  Canford  and  Poole,  with 
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the  great  and  little  parks  of  Canford,  and  all  their  rights^ 
members,  and  appurtenances ;  also  Richmond's  lands  there, 
fiNrnerly  belonging  to  Margaret,  countess  of  Richmrad, 
and  afterwards  to  the  duke  of  Somerset,  which  consisted  of 
G28.  8d.,  issuing  out  of  the  manor  of  Canford;  and  also 
£36  ISs.  8d.  out  of  the  t^iements  in*  Poole  and  Ham ;  to 
hold  to  her  and  her  heirs  and  assigns,  incapitej  by  one- 
twentieth  of  a  knight's  lee.    Bj  her  will,  dated  Augu^  27, 

1557,  she  gave  this  manor,  with  the  fees  and  liberties, 
the  lawns,  and  the  farm  of  Upton,  to  her  kmsnum,  Jambs, 
lord  M^UNv JOY  and  his  heirs,  on  condition  that  if  she 
in  her  lifetime  should  appoint  a  priest  to  pray  for  her  soul 
in  4be.<2hur€h  of  Canford,  and  «x  poor  men  or  womep 
to  abide  within  the  said  church  to  pray  for  her  soul,  and 
al(  christian  souls  wkhm  it;  md  also  should  eroQi  six 
bouses  for  the  said  six  poor  men  or  women ;  lofd  Mount* 
joy  and  his  heirs  should,  after  her  decease,  pay  yearly  to 
the  said  priest  and  his  successors  4Qs.,  and  to  the  said  six 
poor  men  or  women  £4  13s.  4d.,  towards  the  reparation 
of  their  houses^  their  maintenance  and  lodging.  But  this 
foundation  appears  to  have  been  transferred  by  lord 
Mountjoy  to  Wimbome ;  the  six  alms  houses  still  bearing 
her  name,  stand  near  the  eastom  entrance  to  that  town; 
and  the  inmates  contmue  to  be  appointed  and  paid  by 
the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Canford.    The  marchioness  died 

1558,  and  was  buried  at  Wimbome  Minst^.  She  lies 
under  an  altar  tomb  of  grey  marble,  beneath  an  arch, 
just  above  the  asc^it  from  the  choir,  on  the  north  side. 
On  the  remaining  portion  of  the  brass  plates  which  once 
went  round  the  verge,  b  this  imperfect  inscription,  the  only 
fragment  spared  ,by  the  fanatics  of  the  commonwealth : — 

'' ttmvLt  quonHam  l^cttnd  Couctetiap^ 

marcltottijr  <Sxm,  tt  matec  ^loactit  tfourtenap 
nuper  ce '' 

Ilutchins  says,  that  her  tomb  being  opened  some  years 
since  o%it  of  curiosity,  and  repaired,  the  body  was  found 
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wrapped  up  in  cerecloth;  but  being  placed  in  an  erect 
posture,  the  back-bone  gave  away,  and  all  the  other  parts 
fell  to  pieces.  There  were  several  shields  in  quatrefoils- 
upon  the  sides  of  the  tomb,  but  they  have  been  torn  off.- 
Her  son  Edward  was,  by  queen  Mary,  created  esarl  of 
Devon,  and  died  at  Padua,  1556. 

[As,  however,  the  manor,  &c.  devised  by  the  marchioness 
to  lord  Mountjoy,  was  held  in  capite^  by  the  statute  of 
wills,  34th  Henry  VITI.,  c.  5,  only  two-thirds  of  it  pas- 
sed by  her  will;  the  other  one-third  descended  to  her 
nephew,  sir  John  Baker,  of  Sissinghurst,  in  Kent,  who 
had  his  livery  of  this  part,  16th  Elizabeth ;  and  died  38th 
Elizabeth.  Of  his  heirs  it  was  purchased  in  1611,  by  the 
earl  of  Huntingdon,  who,  as  will  be  seen,  infra^  thus  ob- 
obtained  the  entirety,  with  the  exception  of  several  small 
portions  that  had  been  alienated  by  lord  Mountjoy.] 

The  above  James  Blount,  lord  Mountjoy,  was  the 
descendant  of  an  ancient  and  honourable  femily,  tracing 
their  pedigree  up  to  the  conquest.  He  was,  we  are  told, 
a  curious  searcher  into  nature,  and  whilst  he  was  possessed 
of  thb  manor,  discovered  that  there  was,  near  Parkstone, 
earth  yielding  alum,  on  which,  in  1564,  he  began  to  make 
calcandium  or  copperas,  and  boil  alum.4(    In  1571,  we 


*  The  Duet  that  lord  M oun^oy  commenoed  the  manufacture  of  alum  In  the  imme- 
diate neighboorlHNid  of  Poole,  socariy  aa  the ytta  15M,  entirely  aubrerts  the  gene- 
rally received  aaaertion  that  the  manu&cture  of  that  mineral  waa  brought  into  this 
country  in  15Q5»  by  air  Thomaa  Ghaloner,  who  erected  alum  worka  near  Gaina- 
borough,  Yoi^ahire.  It  had  been  a  monopoly  for  aeveral  agea,  in  the  handa  of  tho 
court  of  Rome,  and  the  current  tradition  aaya  that  air  Thomaa,  having,  during  hia 
tiaveia  in  Italy,  diaoovered  that  the  mineral  fh>m  which  alum  waa  made,  waa  the 
aame  aa  one  which  abounded  on  hia  own  estate,  engaged  a  number  of  the  poi>e*a 
workmen  to  accompany  him  to  England;  and  it  ia  added,  that  to  avoid  tiie  diacovery 
of  hia  purpoae  he  waa  oUiged  to  convey  them  on  ahip-board  concealed  in  large 
caaka.  Now  it  would  be  a  pity  entirely  to  aubvert  the  romantic  incident  of  these 
potted  ahim-worken,  and  it  ia  not  unlikely  that  sir  Thomaa  did  import  foreigners 
to  perfect  the  manufiu;ture,  which  was  probably  somewhat  rude  in  the  commence- 
ment ;  but  it  ia  clear  that  he  haa  no  claim  to  the  honour  of  having  made  the  diacovery 
of  the  earth  and  originaHy  introduced  the  manufacture.  Lord  Mountjoy  possesses 
an  aatecedent  claim  by  more  than  thirty  years*  Ue  erected  two  houses  for  the  worka 


56  THE   MANOR* 

learn  from  Strjpe,  in  his  life  of  sir  Thomas  Smith,  sir 
Thomas  attempted  to  transmute  iron  into  copper,  and  took 
a  lease  of  land,  of  £900  per  annum,  of  lady  Mountjoj, 
near  Poole,  hoping  to  find  there  the  minen^ls  which  were 
thought  necessary  to  perform  this  work  at  a  cheap  rate. 
But  die  next  year  it  came  to  nothing ;.  whether  owing  to  it^ 
being  impracticable,  or  to  the  unskilfulness  of  the  undertaker 
employed  by  sir  Thomas,  or  to  the  lord  Mountjoy's  gaining 
oTcr  one  of  his  chief  workmen,  b  uncertain.  His  lordship 
aliraated  Upton,  and  several  other  portions  of  the  manor. 
It  is  found  by  a  record,  dated  9th  Elizabeth,  diat  two  parts 
of  the  manor  of  Canford,  and  the  warrep  und  lands  there, 
and  in  Wimbome,  Kiiigston,  and  Poole,  value  £110  per 
annum,  were  held  by  James,  lord  Af piifitjoy,  apd  Catharine 
hb  wifp,  with  licepce  to  alienate  tq 

JoHif  Brown  and  Charles  Brown,  esquires,  to  whon> 
the  premises  were  accordingly  conveyed;  and  by  diem 
ifkej  were  afterwards  sold  to 

Henry,  tliird  ear|  of  {Iuntinodon,  He  was  of  the 
renowned  family  of  Hastings ;  and  was  installed  knight  of 
the  garter  on  Jupe  19,  }579.  He  was  |ord  lieutenant  of  the 
counties  of  Leicester  imd  Rutland,  and  on^  of  hef  mftjesty'a 
privy  ppiinpil.  Ifb  lordship  was  also  president  of  the 
north,  master  of  tlie  queen's  hare-hounds,  and  one  of  the 
peers  who  had  charge  qf  Mary  queen  of  Scots.  He  died 
Dec  14»  1596,  without  issue ;  and  hb  title  and  estates, 
including  the  two4hirds  of  the  manor  of  Cimford,  de-i 
scended  tp  his  brother, 

George,  fourth  earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  died  Dec, 
31,  1^5,  leavipg  as  hb  heir,  his  grandsoui 

on  the  heath,  tn  th^  immedUte  vicinity  of  Poole,  tnd  coi)tI|iu^  thefn  during  hie  life, 
though,  probably  trojpn.  the  absence  of  hit  fcientific  supfirintendenoe,  they  afterward* 
went  to  decay.  Jhe  fact  and  date  are  lx>yond  dispute,  both  being  recorded  in  somo 
legal  proceedings  relative  to  the  premises,  which  were  entered  into  nearly  half •%? 
century  afterwards. 
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Hbiirt,  thetfiikh  earl  of  HuiiTiifODOift  his  father  having 
dKed  during  the  lifetime  of  earl  George#  H6  was  also  lord 
Uenteoant  of  the  couolies  of  Leicester  and  Rutland,  steward 
of  the  diiel^  of  Laacastar,  and  in  Mky^  1616,  one  of  the 
pews  for  the  trial  of  the  earl  and  countess  of  Somerset, 
for  the  poisoning  of  sir  Thomas  Orerbury.  After  he  be- 
came possessed  of  the  twoi-thirds  of  the  manor  of  Canford, 
he  endeavoured  to  restore  the  aktm  works  set  on  foot  by 
JLord  Mountjoj,  and  which  had  then  gone  to  decay  :  and 
b^  so  doing,  he  became  involved  in  disputes  with  the  town 
of  Poole,  of  wfaieb  more  hereafter*  In  1611,  he  purchased 
the  remaining.  oneUhkd  of  the  manor  of  the  heirs  of  sir 
Joh»  Baker ;  and  having  sold  several  parcels,  ccmveyed  the 
rest  and  the  oth^two  parts  in  the^ame  year  to 


JoHV  Wbbb*  It  seems  however  to  have  soon  after- 
wards reverted  to  the  crown,,  or  that  the  crown  had,  or 
professed  to  have,  some  claim  to  it|  for  Hutchfais  says 
thati  in  the  3rd  Charies  L,  it  was  returned  in  an  inquisition, 
that  the  lung  was.  lord  of  the  manor ;  and  that  m  the  10th 
Charles  L,  the  manor  of  Canford  and  Poole,  the  hundred 
of  Gokedean#.  the  capital  messuage  of  Great  Canford,  the 
demesne  lands  4»eloBging  to  it,  and  indosed  lands  there  and 
in  Hampreston  and  Wimbome  Minster,  called  the  great 
park  andXeigbpark,  were  granted  to  John  Webb,  esqqire. 
This  sir  Johv  Webb,  to  whom  the  premises  were  conveyed 
in  1611,  was  son  of  John  Webb,  of  Odstock,  Wilts,  esq., 
and  grandson  of  William  Webb,  an  emin^it  merchant  of 
Salbbury,  in-  the  time  of  Henry  VIIL  He  was  knighted 
1st  James  L,  1603,  with  his^  cousin,  William  Webb,  of 
Payne's  Place,  near  Shaftesbury,  esq»  Hi^  son,  in  whose 
fiivour  was  the  grant  of  lOtb  Charles  L,  was  a  major* 
general  in  the  service  of  the  king  in  the  civil  wars  i  and, 
as  a  reward  for  his  services,  he  was  created  a  baronet, 
4pril  2,  1644.  In  1646,  his  manor,  rents,  and  demesne 
land  at  Canford  and  Poole,  value,  in  1641 ,  ^£300  per  annum* 
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were  sequestered.      He  died  1680,  and  was  buried  at 
Odstock,  leaving  his  son  and  heir, 

Sir  John  Webb,  bart,  who  died  in  1700,  and  was  also 
buried  at  Odstock,  being  succeeded  in  his  title  and  estates 
bv  his  son, 

Sir  John  Webb,  bart.,  who  died  m  1745,  at  Aix-la* 
Chapelle.  His  first  son,  John,  having  died  in  1744,  with- 
out male  issue,  he  was  succeeded  bv  his  second  son. 

Sir  Thomas  Webb,  bart.,  who  died  June  29,  1763, 
leaving,  as  his  successor,  his  eldest  son. 

Sir  John  Webb,  bart.,  of  Canford,  and  of  Easingwold, 
CO.  York,  which  latter  estate  came  to  him  by  his  marriage 

with  the  daughter  of Salvin,  esq.    He  died  between 

the  7th  January  and  the  9th  May,  1797,  his  will  being 
dated  on  the  former,  and  proved  on  the  latter  day.     From 
a  strange  caprice,  he  contrived  by  his  will  that  the  possession 
of  this  extensive  and  valuable  propeKy  should  be  left  in  a 
state  of  great  uncertainty ;    and  that  the  interests  of  his 
immediate  descendants  should  be  sacrificed  to  the  prospec- 
tive aggrandizement  of  a  more  remote  posterity.    By  this 
singular  will,  he  devised  all  his  estates  in  the  county  of 
Dorset,  and  in  the  town  and  county  of  Poole,  to  Edward 
Arrowsmith,  esq.,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust  that, 
after  the  payment  of  all  charges  and  expenses,  he  and  they 
shall,  during  the  lives  of  the  daughter  (tlie  countess  of 
Shaftesbury,)  and  granddaughter  (lady  Barbara  Ashley,) 
of  the  testator,  and  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  them,  invest 
the  surplus  of  the  rents  and  profits  in  mortgage  on  real 
estates,  or  in  government  securities,  the  interest  of  which  to 
be  also  so  invested ;  and  that  on  the  death  of  the  survivor 
of  his  daughter  and  granddaughter,  the  estates,  with  ail 
the  accumulations,  shall  be  equally  divided  amongst  the 
children  of  his  granddaughter,  if  more  than  one,  and  if 
but  one,  the  whole  to  that  one  child,  at  their,  his,  or  her 
ages  or  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  days  or  day  of  mar- 
riage, which  shall  first  happen.    The  wiU  gives  the  trustee 
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bonsiderable  powm«  for  the  managem^t  and  improvement 
of  the  estates. 

.  Barbara,  the  only  surviving  daughter  of  sir  John  Webb^ 
Was  married  July  17^  1786)  to  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper, 
fifth  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  and  bi^other  of  the  present  earl ; 
and  died  in  May»  1811,  leaving  one  daughter, 

Barbara^  who  was  bom  Oct.  29,  1788,  and  married 
Aug.  8,  1814,  to  the  hon.  William  Francb  Spencer  Pon* 
sonby^,  third  son  of  the  earl  of  Bessborough.  In  1825, 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Arrowsmith,  the  trust,  under  the  will 
of  sir  John  Webb^  was  Vested  it)  the  hon.  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
who  has  since  acted  as.  die  sole  trustee ;  and  under  his  ma^ 
nagranent  the  manor  has  been  greatly  improved  of  late 
years,  and  the  old  house  replaced  by  the  present  stately 
mansion.  This  gentleman  represented  the  borough  of  Poole 
in  the  parliaments  of  18^,  1890,  and  1831.  In  the  last- 
mentioned  year  he  retired  from  the  representation  of  Poole, 

*  The  hon.  Mr.  Pomonby  is  the  detoendant  of  a  noble  and  ancient  family,  fonncrly 
tetident  in  the  province  of  Picardy,  In  France,  some  of  whom,  at  the  Norman  invasion, 
ih  lOM.  eame  into  Bofland  with  William  of  Normandy,  and,  after  his  conqnest,  were 
rewarded  with  grants  of  lands  in  the  county  of  Cumberland ;  and  being  owners  of  the 
lordship  of  Ponsonby,  In  that  county,  assumed  their  name  ttom  thence.  An  old 
tradition  that  this  family  had  the  office  of  barber  to  the  kings  of  England  confernMl 
upon  them,  in  1177, 83rd  Henry  II.,  when  the  place  of  butler  was  granted  to  the  pre. 
decnsor  of  the  late  dnkes  of  Ormond,  renders  It  probable,  that  some  of  these  lands 
were  formerly  holden  by  grand-serjeanty,  on  the  tenure  of  performing  some  personal 
service  to  the  monareb,  when  required  to  do  so ;  and  this  probability  is  strengthened 
by  the  bearings  (three  combs)  on  the  arms  worn  by  the  family.  The  more  recent 
founder  of  the  family  went  to  Ireland  in  1649,  as  an  officer  in  the  army  of  Cromwell, 
and  settled  in  that  oosntrir,  where  his  senrlces  rendered  him  illustrious.  The  creations 
have  been  as  follows :— baron  Bessborough,  of  Bessborough,  in  the  county  of  KiU 
kenny.  Sept  11, 1721 ;  riseount  Duncannon,  of  the  fort  of  Puncannon,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  Feb.  8,  178S.S;  earl  of  Bessborough,  Oct  6,  1739;  snd  lord  Ponsonby. 
baron  Ponsonby,  of  Sysonby,  in  the  county  of  Leicester,  June  19, 1749.  The  titles 
of  the  present  earl  are  Frederick  Ponsonby,  earl  of  Bessborough,  viscount  Duncannon, 
and  baron  of  Bessborough,  in  the  peerage  of  Irdand ;  and  baron  Ponsonby,  of  Sysonby, 
in  that  of  Great  Britain.  His  lordship  was  bom  Jan.  94,  1758,  and  succeeded  March 
11, 1793.  He  married,  Nov*  97, 1780,  lady  Henrietta  Frances  Spencer,  second  daugh- 
ter of  John,  the  first  earl  of  Spencer,  by  whom,  who  died  Nov.  11,  1891,  he  has 
issue,-*  . 

1.    John  William,  viscount  Duncannon,  bom  Aug.  31, 178-. 

9.    The  hon.  mi^r-gen.  sir  Frederick  Cavendish,  K.C.B.,  bom  July  6, 1783. 

3.  Lady  Caroline,  bom  Nov.  13, 1785 ;  died  Jan  95, 1898,  having  married,  Juno  3. 

1805,  the  hon.  William  Lamb,  now  viscotmt  Melboume. 

4.  The  hon.  William  Francis  Spencer,  M.P.,  bora  Feb.,  1787,  married,  Aug.  8, 

1811,  lady  Barbara  ^shley  Cooper,  only  child  of  Anthony,  fifth  earl  of 
Shaftesbury* 
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and  was  the  uMOeoenfiil  eandidaie  for  that  of  ihe  county 
of  Dorset,  in  the  celebrated  and  protracted  ccntest  iritli 
lord  Ashley*  In  the  partiameot  next  foUowitig^  howeto*^ 
he  was  chosen  without  opporition  to  ropreaoat  tfiat  ootinfy« 
'The  issue  of  the  hon.  Mr*  and  lady  BarbarB.  Pooaonby^ 
and  in  the  sunriTors  <of -whom  the  estates  will  ultimately 
i^est,  arei— iBt,  Chaeibs  FasoBfttoK  AaHLBT  Oo^rBR^ 
bom  S^  12,  1816  ;-4iid|  Kbabcbs,  bom  Jidy  34^ 
1617 }— 8rd,  jEfimry  fViUiam  Owrge^  bora  Sqit;  1,  1819« 
died  Nov.  4,  1821 ;-— 401,  ^  JinUmny  AMey*  WmOwmth^ 
bom  April  11,  1828,  idied  Not,29,  1829|-»6th,  Ashlbt 
GborobJohii,  bom  June  26,  1881. 


In  all  the  transfers  of  the  nianori  Poole  was  «ofisidefed 
an  iirtegral  portion  of  it«  andf  in  many  records,  the  manor 
is  described  as  that  **  of  Ca&ford  and  Poole  |"  and  down 
to  die  lOCh  Elizabeth,  when  the  efaartef  was  granted  to  the 
borough,  raising  it  to  the  state  of  a  eotporale  oouirty,  it 
was  an  undivided  member  of  the  manori  at  the  courtJeet 
of  which,  the  mayor  and  odier  officers  were  foranerly 
chosen  and  swom«  But,  by  that  diarteri  a  separate  court* 
leet  was  gnmted  to  the  borough,  by  which  it  becamci 
in  some  measure,  though  not  entirely,  independent  of  CaiH 
ford ;  and  for  some  time  after  it  was  granted,  the  lords  of 
that  manor  held  a  court4)aron  in  Poole  |  an  instance  of 
which  occurs  in  the  21st  Elisabethi  when,  at  a  court-leet 
and  baron  held  there,  it  was  presented,  that  one,  Thomas 
Aunwood,  an  alien^  had  purchased  hmds,  which  escheated 
to  the  lord  \  and  Hutchbis  says,  "  since  the  charter,  10th 
Elizabeth,  it  has  been  adjudged,  that  the  lord  of  Canford 


TttE   MANOE.  61 

ought  oft  right  to'keepifthe:  Jaw^day  .on  ihe  morrow  lof 
new^jrear^s  dft}^»  iii?Poble»  lonoeia  jreari  hj  the  steward  of 
thatiHiatior.*'  'After  rthe  judgiaeiit  on^.quo  wanramioswwi 
oblBaiedi^[aiBstthe'toWn»itiil661v:i]Btii  the  refltofatkm  of 
the  eharteri  an  attempt  wa9«adeoB  the^part  of  the  mamnrt 
to  ^ect %af  Miireiinon  of  things;  to  /their  (M^oonne.  -Suit 
and<8erfioe%w^r»again*petfonnecLat.ithe  court-leet  ofi  the 
mancH*  of  Cattford,^  andithefequiaite  officers  were  there 
chosen  |r 'but  (the.  ftfkial  ibusiaess  lofi  the  town  iqppears  to 
have  been  ^tmnsaeted^by  a.>magror  and  deputjr  mayor, 
appoinledlibj-commisrion*  JButiafter  :the  restoration  m 
1^7t  (there  aronoi  proeeedings  recorded  at  the  manor 
eourts .  iffiwiiBg  the  inhabiiantsnof  Poole.  There  were 
hraamily^cofiyhxjIUlB'  in*  tuety  .part  of;  Poole,  the.  holders  of 
which  did.  suit  1  and 'ser^riee  to  the  lord  in  great* numbers; 
but'they  are  now^eryimuchidimimshed^ 

iSoioe'lthe  partial  ^seireniaoe  of  Poole  from  Canibrdt 
diversi  I  diqnites':  have  arisen  between  the  inhabitents  of  the 
borough  andithe  lords  of  the  aumor,  principally  with  re- 
gord  toethe  commonable  tigfate^  which. have; frequently  been 
Ijdgaled'in  ourioomts^pf  jurtieeyat  considendble  expense  to 
beft  parlies.  Theinhahitaiin  of  Poirfe  had  alwaya  etijoyed 
by  prescription,  conirmed  bygvantof  WilUam  Longespie, 
and  byrthe  subseqpient  duvtaS)  wiittnliBiited  righiof  4MD* 
nenifior  cattle,  and  turf  for  Aid,  on^the  heaths  of  the 
aMtfUM^  iWhea'themmor.washeldbyJames^ferdMount- 
joy^.he  eslaMished  oc^iparas and  abim  works  at  Parhsloiie, 
whidi,  however,  w«re  subsequently  permitted  to  run  to 
'decay  f  but,  neatly  half  a  century. aft€»rwards,  Henry,  earl 
of  Ibrntingdon^  then  lord  ofithe  manor,  'endeavoured  to 
vestorofthem.  rin  these  works  a  gfreat  quantity  of  turf  was 
consmned  by  way  of  fuel,  and  his  lordship  proceeded  to 
endoee  certain  portions  of  die  waste  land,  for  providing 
the  turf  necessary  for  the  wmJLs.  This  measure  appears 
to  have  given  imbrage  to  the  corporation  and  inhabitants 
of  tiie  town,  who,  under  their  ancient  charters,  claimed 
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unlimited  right  of  common ;  and  they,  therefore,  ph>ceeded 
to  break  down  die  fences  erected  by  his  lordship.  On  this, 
the  earl  filled  a  bill  in  chancery^  dated  28rd  June,  1610, 
reciting  thslt  in  his  manor  of  Canford  be  had  mineral  worics 
or  mines  of  alum  and  copperas,  and  a  great  and  spacious 
waste  of  8^000  or  10,000  acres ;  that  the  town  of  Poole 
was  theii  built  on  96  acres,  all  in  the  manor;  that  the  earl 
intended  inclosing  parts  of  the  waste^  and  proceeding  with 
the  mines^  which  were  fed  with  turf  growing  on  such  .waste; 
that  he  hiid  allotted  parts  of  the  waste  to  the  purpose  of 
such  mines :  and  complaining  that  one  Maudley^  the  maycn*^ 
and  others,  many  of  them  being  brewers,  attempted  to  geU 
and  did  get  to  cut  tuif  within  the  space  allotted  for  the 
mines ;  and  that  the  corporation  had  engaged  people  to 
throw  down  the  ancient  enclosures  on  the  waste*  H» 
lordship  contended,  that  the  holders  of  ancient  tenements 
alone  ought  to  take  fuel  on  the  waste^  and  for  their  own 
provision  only.  Oct.  4,  1610^  the  respondents  put  in  their 
answer  to  the  above  bill,  in  which  they  plead  in  bar,  that 
the  matters  are  tryable  at  common  law ;  they  say  that  two 
houses  only  w^*e  erected  for  die  copperas  and  alum  works^ 
by  the  late  James,  lord  Mountjoy,  about  46  years  then  past| 
diat  one  of  these  houses  was  taken  down,  and  the  other 
gone  to  decay ;  that  part  of  the  soil  was  held  of  the  king's 
majesty  in  chief;  that  Poole  was  an  ancient,  town^  and  that 
from  time  out  of  mind,  the  inhabitants  had  been  entitled 
to  common  without  stint,  and  the  full  right  of  turbary^  &c.S 
they  deny  his  lordship's  right  to  enclose  any  part  of  the 
waste,  and  complain  of  the  excessive  quantity  of  turf  used 
in  the  copperas  and  alum  houses.  The  bill  was  subse- 
quently dismissed  from  the  court,  as  involving  a  question 
of  prescription,  and  tryable  at  common  law.  His  lordship 
took  no  further  proceedings,  and  the  commonable  rights  of 
the  townsmen  remained  unquestioned. 

Sir  John  Webb,  then  lord  of  the  manor  of  Canford, 
drc.  1739,    attempted  to  establish  a  right  to  the  waste 
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ground  and  soil  in  and  belonging  to  the  town  of  Poole,  to 
low  water  mark;  and  also  to  certain  petty  customs  and 
town  dues,  as  kejage  and  cellarage,  &c. ;  and  he  filed  a 
biU  in  chancery,  against  the  corporation.  But  this  bill  was, 
on  a  full  hearing,  on  the  9th  Feb.,  1742,  dismissed  with 
costs,  by  lord  chancellor  Hardwick,  who  declared  that  he 
did  not  find  that  the  plaintiff  had  made  out  any  foundation 
of  right  claimed  by  the  bill,  and  that  the  bill  must,  in  con- 
sequence, be  dismissed.  He  added,  that  it  would  be  a 
mischievous  thing  if  people  were  permitted,  on  discovering 
old  musty  papers  in  their  closets,  to  come  into  that  court, 
and  dispute  the  right  of  others,  without  shewing  any  in 
themselves.  ^^Therefore,''  he  said,  **let  the  bill  be  dismissed 
with  cofiits ;  and  I  the  rather  dismiss  it  with  costs,  because 
of  the  great  expense  which  the  defendants  have  been  put  to 
in  this  cause.'' 

About  the  same  time,  sir  John  Webb  recovered,  on  an 
issue  directed  fi^m  the  court  of  chancery,  the  salterns,  at 
Parkstone,  held  by  ^*— *-  Cleeves,  who  had  taken  leases  of 
the  land  from  sir  John  Webb  and  the  corporation  (both  of 
whom  claimed  it) ;  sir  John  Webb's  tenants  deposing  that 
the  salt  works  were  above  high  water  mark,  and  that  before 
they  were  erected,  the  cattle  fed  on  the  land  as  part  of  the 
common  of  the  manor. 

Sir  John  Webb  was  in  the  habit  of  erecting  a  toll-booth 
upon  the  waste  within  the  town  gates,  for  a  fortnight  before 
and  a  fortnight  after  midsummer,  in  every  year,,  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  a  toll  or  duty,  called  chiminage. 
On  the  Gth  June,  1744,  tlie  mayor  and  corporation  disputed 
his  right  to  do  so,  destroyed  the  booth,  and  made  an 
order  to  prevent  its  recurrence  in  future. 

On  or  about  1781,  sir  John  Webb,  grandson  of  him  last 
m«»tioned.  m  being  a  man  of  a  scheming  mud  and  of  great 
opulence,"  as  the  counterfpetition  informs  us,  became  de- 
sirous of  enclosing  some  hundreds  of  acres  of  the  mud- 
lands  adjoining  Parkstone,  and  which  are  situate  in  what  is 
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now  caHMl  Hole  Vbftf;  andpresenttdapelkionto 
meat  for  an  act  for  that  porpote.  The  corporatkNi'  of 
Poole  ptesiotod  a  coonter-petitioD,  setting  fortk  that  each 
nudlands  belonged  to  thenr  bj  prescription^  as  part  of  tiM 
harbour  of  Poolei  and  thiat  their  embanbnonl  would  be 
very  prejudidal  to  the  said  harbour,  and  efentuaHj  nrin 
the  trade  of  the  said  town  and  its  inhabilanls.  On  which 
sir  John  Webb  desisted  fromhis  attraipt'  to  obtAin  an  act 
of  parliamenlf  and  shortly  afterwards  deliv^^  several 
ejectments  for  the  recovery  of  «iieh  lands  below  high  water 
marki  as  had  been  conTerted  into  priTale  qi»ys ;  the  pow« 
derJiouae^  at  Baiter  $ .  and  some  other'  buiidingi  on  the 
Hawwortby  sid^t  Bnt  these ejecCmenls^  went'  dropped^  in 
ooneeq^ence  of  an  arraagemenl' between  tbe^  oorpetalieii 
andf  sir  Jolm  Webb^.l^ifhicb  the  former  consenlod  to  the 
embankment  of  certain  mudlands,  sir  John  Webb  bairing 
offered  4o  giro  up  certain 'quit  rents^.and  allow  the  cprpo^ 
ration  certain  pririlegesr  But  sir  John:  Webbi  in  1787; 
findmg  hiy  proposed  embankment  impracticable,  laid  aside 
the  scheme,  and  matters  returned  to  the  same  stale  as  before 
the  aboTO  arrangement;  Several  suits  were  commenced^ 
and  an  action  of  qectment  was  tried  at  the  Dorset  summer 
assisiie,  28th  July,  1788,  before  Mn  justice  Buller,  in  which 
sir  John  Webb  was  plaintiff,  and  the  corporation  ^and  Law» 
rence  TuUoch^  their  lessee,  were  defendants.  The  premises 
in  question  were  a  parcel  of  land,  on  West  Butts  shore,  on 
which  a  wind«miir  was  erected,  situate  between  high  and 
low  water  marks  i  and  were  claimed  by  sir  John  Webb,  as 
part  of  the  manor  of  Conford^  whidi,  he  contended,. ex* 
tended  to  low  water  mark ;  but  the  corporation 'insisted  on 
their  right  to  them,  as  part  of  the  mud  or  waste  lands  of 
the  harbour.  The  cause  was  tried  by  a  special  jury,  who 
had  a  view  of  the  locus  in  quo^  and,  on  the  presumption  that 
the  manor  extended  to  low  water  nutrk,  the  jury  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  This  was  a  most  important  ver« 
diet,  and  caused  much  consternation  in  the  town,  as  it  was 
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likely  to  operate  very  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  indi- 
viduals, if  not  to  the  injury  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  town,  many  of  the  uihabitants  having,  from  time  imme- 
morial, erected  considerable  buildings,  wharfs,  and  private 
quays,  on  and  adjoining  to  the  mudlands,  without  the  pay- 
ment or  demand  of  any  acknowledgment  whatever ;  and 
if  they  were  to  be  affected  by  the  decision,  and  could  not 
avail  themselves  of  ancient  prescriptive  right  or  usage, 
Aose,  at  least,  whose  improvements  and  erections  had  been 
made  within  twenty  years,  were  liable  to  the  operation  of  a 
dormant  right,  which  might,  possibly,  be  exercised  so  as  to 
deprive  them  of  the  use  of  their  private  quays,  fifct.,  built 
at  a  very  considerable  expense,  or  otherwise  subject  them  to 
the  payment  of  heavy  rents  and  acknowledgements.  This 
difficulty,  however,  and  other  questions,  with  respect  to  sir 
John  Webb's  manorial  rights,were  set  at  rest  by  the  act  of  the 
4dth  Geo.  III.,  under  which  allotments  were  made  (inter 
alia  J  of  all  the  mudlands  in  the  harbour ;  and  all  disputes 
between  the  town  and  the  lord  of  the  manor  were  thus  ad- 
justed. Under  this  act,  the  sand  pit,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  town,  is  allotted,  as  such,  to  Poole ;  a  conduit  head  and 
reservoir  are  allotted,  at  a  spring  on  Constitution  hill  and 
at  a  pond  near  the  turnpike  gate  house  at  the  end  of 
Towngate  street*,  (but  these  were  never  appropriated  to 
the  purpose,  and  the  pond  is  now  filled  up) ;  it  is  provided 
that,  after  certain  deductions  specified,  one-seventh  part  of 
the  whole  residue  of  the  waste  lands  in  the  manor,  (except 
the  mudlands,)  and  all  the  residue  of  the  waste  within  the 
town  and  county  of  Poole,  and  also  the  mudlands  within 
the  limits  of  that  town  and  county,  bounded  on  the  north- 
east by  the  town  ditch,  and  on  the  east  and  south-east  by 
the  low  water  mark  of  a  certain  channel  or  lake  running 
from  a  place  called  Scalescraft,  into  the  great  channel  of 

*  This  pond  formed  part  of  the  ancient  fosie,  by  which  the  town  was  formerly 
protected  at  that  extremity.  The  spot  has  since  been  conreyed  by  the  corporation  to 
Mr.  Wm.  Mfjor,  by  a  deed  of  exchange,  in  lieu  of  aa  adjoining  portion  of  land. 
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the  harbour  of  Poole,  and  on  the  south  and  south-west  bjr 
the  low  water  mark  of  the  same  great  channel,  and  on  die 
west  and  north-west  hy  the  low  water  mark  of  the  great 
channel  or  stream  leading  towards  a  place  called  Creek- 
moor,  and  also  all  other  mudlands  within  the  said  town 
and  county,  shall  be  set  out,  allotted,  and  awarded  by  the 
said  commissioners,  to  and  amongst  the  several  persons, 
bodies  politic  and  corporate,  within  the  town  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Poole,  in  lieu  of  and  in  lull  compensation 
for  their  respective  rights  of  common- and  turbary.  These 
wastes  and  mudlands  are  directed  to  be  allotted— one-third 
to  the  corporation,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the 
owners  of  messuages,  &c.,  in  Poole.  It  is  provided,  that 
no  mudlands  are  to  be  subdivided,  the  inclosure  of  which 
would  be  prejudicial  to  the  harbour,  but  that  one-third  of 
such  mudlands  be  allotted  to  the  corporation,  and  two- 
thirds  to  the  owners  of  messuages,  &c.,  in  entire  parcels.. 
The  act  provides  that  the  well  at  Tatnam,  used  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Poole4^,  shall  remain  uninclosed  and  unap- 
propriated. By  thb  act,  also,  the  inhabitants  of  Poole 
were  relieved  from  the  pajrment  of  the  customary  fee  farm 
rents.  We  find  that  they  formerly  paid  for  the  farm  of 
their  liberties,  the  sum  of  £8  ISs.  4d.,  which  is  the  sum 
they  are  described  as  paying  to  Henry,  earl  of  Lincoln, 
and  afterwards  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Lancaster,  t  Edward  IL ;  - 
but  this  rent  was  afterwards  reduced  to  £6  lis.  7|d.; 
the  particulars  of  which  are  thus  entered  in  a  book,  enti-« 
tied,  *'the  Chiefage  book,''  dated  5th  Elizabeth,  28th 
April : — 

"  The  bailiff  of  Poole  pays  yearly  to  the  reeve  of  Canford, 
the  fee  fann  of  the  whole  chief  rent  of  the  town  of  Poole, 
as  had  been  always  accustomed  time  out  of  mind, £5  17    5^ 


•  The  conduit  head,  at  Tatnam,  had  been  prerioiuly  conceded  to  the  town,  by  a 
grant  in  the  84th  llenry  VI 11.,  (at  which  time  the  manor  was  vetted  in  the  crown, 
after  the  attainder  of  the  marquis  of  Exeter.)  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Parliament: 
and  the  town  had,  at  variona  timet,  inconed  considerahle  expense  in  erecting  and 
maintaining  the  neccttary  boildings. 


TSE  MANOB.  67 

'*  In  -wluch  8ud  ram  is  comptla^d  lOd,  for  a  pound  oQ 
-wax  and  a  pound  of  cummin.  ) 

«  The  bailiffs  also  for  ale  waitB^..... • ».       14    2 


£6  11    7i 


This  amount  was  formerly  provided  for  bj  a  distinct  rate 
levied  on  the  inhabitants,  and  collected  by  the  water-buliff; 
but,  July  1,  1771,  it  was  agreed  at  a  public  vestry,  "that 
the  chief  rent  of  £6  lis.  7^d«  annually  due  to  sir  John 
Webb,  as  lord  of  the  manor,  should  be  annually  paid  by 
the  overseers  of  Ihe  poor,  in  order  to  avoid  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  a  distfaict  rate  collected  by  the  water-bailiff  as 
before  used."  This  fee  farm  rent  continued  to  be  paid 
until  the  inclosure  of  the  wastes  under  the  above  mentioned 
act. 


The  manorial  mansion,  with  its  demesne,  is  delightfully 
situated  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river  Stour,  and  stands 
upon  the  site  formerly  occupied  by  the  seat  of  the  ancient 
lords  of  the  manor.  The  venerable  structure,  pulled  down 
that  the  present  edifice  might  be  reared,  though  evidently 
erected  at  various  periods,  bore  testimony,  in  every  part, 
to  its  claims  to  considerable  antiquity,  and,  for  many  years 
before  its  demolition,  was  one  of  the  rarest  specimens  of 
our  early  mansion  houses.  A  portion  of  it  was,  not  impro« 
bably,  coeval  with  die  elder  Longespee,  who,  undoubtedly, 
occasionally  resided  here :  and  there  is  a  tradition  preserved 
amongst  the  old  retainers  of  the  estate,  that  the  mansion 
was,  at  one  time,  inhabited  by  king  John.  Thb  tradition 
b  confirmed  by  a  consideration  of  the  vagrant  life  led  by 

•  These  *'  ale  waiU"  teem  to  hare  been  feei  paid  to  the  fteward,  for  attepdinct 
at  the  High  Court  day,  00,  8<L ;  and  at  fire  other  court  days,  at  Is.  6d.  each,  Ts.  6d. 
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that  monarch ;  of  the  visits  made  by  him  to  this  part  of  the 
country;  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Corfe  Castle,  where  he 
for  some  time  resided ;  of  the  troubles  in  which  he  was 
frequently  involved;  and  of  the  steady  attachment  with 
which,  despite  his  vices  as  a  man  and  a  monarch,  Longes- 
p6e  regarded  hb  royal  brother.  Striking  and  varied  have 
been  the  scenes  which  the  antique  walls  of  **  the  gray  old 
house''  witnessed  during  the  lapse  of  nearly  seven  cen- 
turies. The  virtues  and  the  sorrows  of  the  gentle  Ela ;  the 
honours  of  the  heroic  Longespees;  the  romantic  elopement 
of  Maud ;  the  unfortunate  life  of  Alice  de  Lacy ;  the  glo- 
ries of  the  Montacutes ;  the  renown  of  John  of  Somerset ; 
and  the  piety  of  Grertrude  of  Exeter;  sufficed  to  invest 
with  no  common  interest,  the  mansion  successively  occupied 
by  these  personages.  The  only  portion  of  the  ancient 
house  now  remaining,  is  the  old  kitchen,  of  which  an  en- 
graving b  subjoined  as  a  vignette.  How  the  appellation 
of  **  John  of  Gaunt's  kitchen,"  by  which  this  structure  has 
been  long  familiarly  known,  became  attached  to  it,  is  now 
difficult  to  conjecture.  That  ^<  time-honoured  Lancaster" 
was  never  in  possession  of  Canford,  which,  during  the 
whole  of  his  life,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Montacutes.  This 
kitchen,  with  its  capacious  fireplaces,  speaks  powerfully  of 
the  manners  and  the  hospitalities  of  former  days— of  times 
when  the  proud  baron  sat  surrounded  by  a  gallant  com- 
pany, and  feasted  in  hb  halb  a  numerous  retinue  of  armed 
servitors.  Long  may  it  stand  to  connect  the  present  day 
with  the  romantic  incidents  associated  with  the  more  re- 
mote history  of  the  mansion.  A  part  of  the  buildings  was 
demolbhed  in  1765,  consisting  principally  of  the  out  offices. 
About  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  the  man- 
sion itself  was  let  to  the  Englbh  Teresan  nuns  of  Hoogstraet, 
in  Brabant,  founded  by  Teresa,  a  virgin  of  Avila,  in  Spain, 
under  an  abbess.  They  quitted  Hoogstraet,  July  7, 1794, 
and,  arriving  in  London  on  the  13th,  were  placed  at  Friar's 
place,  near  Acton,  which  belonged  to  the  prior  of  St. 


41, 
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Barlholomew,  West  Smithfield,  and  from  thence  they  re- 
tired hither,  where  they  found  an  asylum  from  the  horrors 
with  which  they  were  threatened  by  the  French  revolution. 
In  1625,  howerer,  it  having  beoi  determmed  to  rebuild 
the  bouse,  the  nuns  left  it,  and  embarking  at  Poole,  again 
repaired  to  the  continent.  The  remaining  portions  of  the 
ancient  structure  were  then  rased,  and  the  present  stately 
edifice  was  reared  on  its  site.  It  is  an  elegant  and  com- 
modious house,  in  the  architecture  of  the  Elizab^an  age, 
built  from  a  design  of  Edward  Blore,  esq. ;  and  has  since 
been  occupied  by  the  hon,  Mr.  Ponsonby  and  bis  family. 

"Ihe  manorial  rights  extend  over  the  whole  parish,  con- 
sisting of  upwards  of  Hxteen  thousand  acres,  and  compris- 
ing the  following  hamlets,  &c.: — Little  Canford,  Ensbury, 
KlnsoD,  Knighton,  Longfleef,  Merley,  Paricsttme,  and 
Upton. 
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Few  literary  tasfks  are  m^eloped  in  g^reater  difficulties 
flian  those  with  which  the  topographer  meets  in  the  attempt 
to' trace  flie  history  of  a  town  op  to  its  origin.  Hie  fiurther 
he  penetrates  into  the  recesses  of  antiquity,  the  more  per- 
plexed does  he  become,  and  the  more  labjrrinthine  does  his 
path  appear.  The  changes  that  haye  been  effected  over 
the  face  of  the  country  by  the  progress  of  civilization ;  the 
corruption  and  alteration  of  names,  during  the  silent  march 
of  century  after  century ;  the  scarcity  of  written  records 
and  official  documents,  prior  to  the  time  of  Henry  III.,4^ 
and  the  destruction  of  a  great  prnlion  of  these,  scanty  and 
imperfect  as  they  were,  by  tiie  ravages  of  time,  and  still 
more  by  the  devastation  of  thb  species  of  literature  with 
which  the  dissolution  of  the  monastic  establishments  was 
attended ;  often  present  insuperable  obstacles^  giving  any 
connected  and  uninterrupted  series  of  historical  memoranda. 
If,  in  the  absence  of  written  testimony,  the  enquirer  re- 
sort to  local  tradition,  he  meets  with  discrepancies  and  con- 
tradictory legends,  which,  deviatmg  widely  in  their  oral 
diescent,  are  too  opposite  to  admit  of  reconcilement.  The^ 
difficuhies  press  much  upon  the  present  subject  of  enquiry. 

•  Rymer  giTCi  a  strildng  instmee  of  tbe  great  scarcity  of  books  before  the  InTen- 
Uon  of  printing.  So  late  as  1424.  the  countess  of  WesUnoreland  presented  a  petition 
to  the  privy  council,  representing  that  the  late  king.  Henry  V.,  had  borrowed  a 
book  from  her,  and  praying  that  an  order  might  be  given,  under  the  privy  seal,  for 
the  lestoiation  of  the  said  book,  which  was  granted  with  great  solemnity. 
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In  treating  of  the  early  portion  of  the  history  of  Poole, 
a  claim  for  a  much  higher  degree  of  antiquity  than  has 
hitherto  been  assigned  to  the  town,  may  be  fairly  made. 
The  g^rally  advanced  opinion,  that  it  had  no  existence 
until  subsequently  to  the  Norman  conquest,  is  certamly 
erroneous ;  and  although  it  is  not  now  sought  to  assert  that 
Poole  was,  in  the  more  remote  ages  of  our  national  exist- 
ence, a  maritime  town  of  great  commercial  or  other  im- 
portance, yet  it  is  contended  that  there  still  exist  ample 
remains  to  evidence  that  the  smooth  waters  of  its  harbour 
have,  assuredly,  been  ploughed  by  the  more  aspiring  beaks 
of  the  Roman  galleys,  if,  indeed,  they  have  not  also  sha- 
dowed the  frail  coracle  of  the  early  Britons. 

Baxter,  in  his  Glossary,  places  here  the  ^*  Bolbelaunium*' 
of  Ravennas,  or  rather,  as  he  corrects  it,  Bolnelaunium,  de- 
riving it  from  the  Celtic  BoUneJaun^iUi  signifying  a  head 
or  bay  full  of  water4^.  This  opinion  well  corresponds 
with  the  order  of  Ravennas,  and  the  ^ymology  is 
strictly  in  conformity  to  the  ni^ure  of  the  place.  The  pre-, 
sent  name,  Poole,  may  be  either  an  abbreviated  corruptioa 
of  the  old  Celtic  phrase,  as  suggested  by  Baxter,  or  a  mere 
Saxon  trandation  of  it ;  and  the  analogy  between  the  Celtic 
^^  bol  **  and  the  Saxon  ^  pool,''  affords  material  for  the  en- 
quirer into  the  abstrusities  of  philology.  Thb  etymological 
fragment  is,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  British  coins  that 
have  been  dug  up  in  the  neighbouriiood«f*,  the  only  link 
serving,  at  the  present  day,  to  connect  Poole  with  the  tribes 
of  the  ancient  Britons :  indeed,  the  wild  and  desultory  habits 
of  that  nomadic  race  precluded  them  from  leaving  other 
vestiges  of  their  temporary  settlements  sufficiently  marked 
to  reach  to  this  day,  excepting  in  tracts  which  the  hand  of 

*  **  Bolndanniam :  NamqaisdubitefciUacrikendumiaBaTeimate,  pro  eo  quod  in 
Ubro  est,  cata  etiam  sexto,  Bolrelaunio  }  Ut  sit  Bol  ne  lauu  ia,  quod  est  caput  t«1 
ctiam  sums  plbn Ji  cmdjl  Hodie  curteto  nomine  Pool  dicitur :  et  ett  in  Durotrigl- 
bus  tatig  Tetustnm  oppidum.'*--£Baxter,  Oloss:  Anti :  Brit:  p.  48,  fo.  1719.] 

f  A  British  gold  coin  of  a  fcry  early  era,  and  of  a  type  flguied  l^  Ruding,  was 
found  near  Poole,  in  1835. 
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civilized  man  has  left  unaltered  bj  the  operation  of  the 
plough;  or  on  spots  where  our  shepherd-fathers  have 
themselves  fortified  some  hill-citj  as  a  more  stable  and 
secure  place  of  refuge  when  pressed  by  their  enemies. 

A  Roman  vicinal  waj,  that  has  been  traced  from  the 
shore  of  the  harbour  near  Upton  house,  and  which,  passing 
by  Cogdean  elms, — where  are  two  barrows,  and  where,  in 
Hutchins*s  time,  the  dorsum  was  very  visible — leads  to  the 
station  of  Bindogladia  (now  Badbury  rings),  originally 
British,  but  subsequently  occupied  by  the  Romans ;  shews 
that  the  Romans  made  use  of  the  harbour,  at  least,  os  a 
convenient  landing  place ;  whilst  the  coins  that,  at  various 
times,  have  been  exhumed  within  the  precincts  of  Poole  or 
its  immediate  neighbourhood,  testify  that  a  spot  so  adapted 
for  fitting  out  maritime  excursions  to  the  neighbouring 
places,  was  not  left  without  settlers.  The  most  extensive 
discovery  of  such  coins  took  place  so  lately  as  1832,  when 
several  hundreds  were  dug  up,  in  a  meadow,  at  Sterte, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town.  These  coins, 
which  had  been  buried  in  a  vase  of  fine  pottery,  are  of  the 
time  included  between  a.d.  253,  and  a.d.  274,  and  bear 
tfie  efligies  of  the  emperors  Valerianus,  Gallienus,  Claudius 
Gothicus,  and  Aurelianus ;  of  the  empress  Salonina,  con- 
sort of  Gallienus ;  and  of  the  usurpers  Postumus,  Lselianus, 
Tetricus,  Tetricus  Caesar,  and  Quintillus.  They  are  nearly 
all  of  the  common  third  brass,  and  of  the  same  size. 
Two  only  are  of  silver.  The  state  of  preservation  exhibi- 
ted by  the  greater  number  was  exceedingly  fine ;  and  the 
reverses  were  very  varied;  many  of  them  being  highly 
beautiful  specimens  of  art.  The  vase,  in  which  they  were 
secreted,  was  broken  by  the  tool  of  the  workman,  and  a 
few  fragments  only  could  be  obtained ;  enough,  however, 
to  ascertain  that  it  was  of  the  ordinary  shape. 

In  his  splendid  work,  Britannia  Romana^  Mr.  Horsley 
is  inclined  to  fix  the  Roman  station  of  Porttis  Magnus  on 
this  spot,  <<  in  the  large  bay  (or  what  else  you  please  to 
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call  it)  when  the  river  Frome,  coming  from  Dorchester, 
empties  itself  near  Poole  and  Wareham ;" — **  because  (he 
adds)  then  the  situation  of  the  other  neighbouring  places 
seems  to  answer  exactly  enough,  and  the  title  Magnus  may 
suit  the  haven  here*'*  This  opinion,  however,  will  not  re-r 
sist  the  test  of  careful  and  candid  examination,  and  has 
been  long  exploded;  the  localities  connected  with  the 
Portus  Magnus  of  Ptolemy,  and  particuli^rly  its  relative 
position  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  having  induced  the  best 
authorities  to  concur  in  placing  it  at  Porchester. 

In  the  Saigon  times,  Poole  was  undoubtedly  in  existence 
as  a  settlement,  though  it  h^d  not  then  attained  to  much 
consideration.  Occasional  mention  is  made  of  it  in  the 
troublous  period  in  which  the  Danish  hordes  visited 
and  devastated  thb  land.  In  the  years  997-8,  the  Danes 
ravaged  the  western  coast;  and,  in  the  latter  year,  they 
entered  Poole  harbour,  stationed  their  fleet  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Frome,  and  spread  themselves  over  Dorsetshire, 
Forces  were  often  collected  to  oppose  them ;  but  whenever 
they  were  about  to  join  battle,  some  irresolution  appeared, 
— whether  arising  from  the  apprehension  of  treachery  in 
their  leaders,  distrust  of  tb.eir  courage  or  conduct,  or  that 
fear  which  a  siiccession  of  defeats  may  bring,  even  upon 
brave  men, — and  the  invaders  were  always  victorious. 
^*  The  seas,"  says  Southey,  <*  which,  since  England  became 
a  great  mi^itime  power,  have  secured  it  against  all  fo#- 
reign  enemies,  served,  in  these  unhappy  ages,  only  tp 
expose  it,  on  all  sides,  to  predatory  invasion;  and  the 
invaders,  having  now  learnt  to  despise  a  divided  people,  a 
feeble  government,  and  a  piisillanimous  king,  sailed  up 
the  rivers  a|  their  will,  and  penetrated  into  the  country, 
whithersoever  they  would4(."  This  policy  of  the  Danes  in 
penetrating  the  country  so  far  as  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
would  permit  them,  and  thus  securing  a  congenial  mode 

•  Southc}'*s  Nay :  HUt:  t.  i.,  p.  M-5.— Stx:  Chron:  179.— Turner's  Anglo  Sax: 
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of  retreat  to  their  accustomed  elementy  well  accords  with 
the  opinion  of  Leland,  an  acute  enquirer  into  local  tradition, 
who  states  that  Poole  had,  previouslj  to  this  time,  risen  to 
some  importance,  on  the  decadence  of  Wareham,  owing  to 
the  alluvial  deposit  at  the  embouchure  of  the  river  Frome; 
but  that  Wareham  again  flourished  as  a  Danish  town4^« 

When  discontents  prevailed  in  consequence  of  the  im« 
posts  collected  bj  £thelred,  the  Anglo-Danes  opened  a 
secret  communication  with  king  Canute,  who  had  been 
driven  from  England  the  previous  year,  and  invited  him  to 
return,  assuring  him  of  their  support,  Canute  soon  got 
together  a  fleet  of  200  ships,  royally  decked,  furnished  and 
appointed,  both  for  brave  shew  and  necessary  furniture 
of  all  manner  of  weapons,  arms,  and  munition*}*.  He 
sailed  first  for  Sandwich,  a.d.  1015,  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  favourite  port  of  the  Danes ;  he  then  sailed  for 
Poole  harbour ;  and  making  Wareham  his  naval  station, 
he  ravaged  the  three  counties  of  Dorset,  Somerset,  and 
Wilts,  Poole,  with  other  places,  had  been  held,  during 
Canute's  absence,  by  adventurers,  for  him,  in  case  he 
should  return,  or  for  themselves,  as  the  course  of  events 
might  determine.  Canute's  fleet  in  the  harbour  was  soon 
augmented  by  forty  ships,  brought  over  to  him  by  the 
traitor  Edric.  Wareham  continued  to  be  his  naval  station 
during  this  and  the  following  year,  when,  having  gathered 
all  his  forces  there,  that  monarch  moved  with  his  ships  to 
the  Thames,  and  stationed  them  at  Greenwich, 

Having  thus  glanced  at  the  British,  Roman,  and  Saxon 
ages,  we  arrive  at  the  time  in  which  the  Norman  William 
enforced  the  title  of  the  sword  to  the  conquered  crown  of 
England.    In  the  reign  of  this  prince,  we  meet  with  that 

•  *«  I  can  gather  no  otherwUe,  bat  whereas  of  old  times,  shippes  came  stunwhat 
ncre  to  Wareham,  up  the  haven,  and  there  had  vent  of  their  wares ;  and  synce 
shippes  lost  their  rode  there  for  lak  of  depth  of  water,  shippes  kept  and  lesortid 
nerer  to  Pole  town,  and  so  it  by  a  little  encreasid,  and  Wareham  felle  dene  to  ruins. 
Bowbeit,  Wareham  was  ons  so  rerasid  in  the  Danes  wars."— [Itin.  iii,  69,  70. J 

f  Holinshed,  i..  718. 
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stupendous  territorial  surveji  undertaken  by  order  of  that 
tnonarch,  and  known  as  the  Domesday  book4^«  In  this 
document  Poole  is  not  mentioned  by  name»  being  doubtless 
included  in  the  survey  of  the  manor  of  Canford,  of  which  it 
formed  an  integral  part,  until  it  was  invested  with  the  pri- 
vileges of  a  county  corporate,  by  the  charter  of  10th 
Elizabeth*     From  this  absence,  and  from  the  few  persons 

*  This  great  national  record  was  compiled*  nndeir  the  orders  of  William,  by  roring 
eommlMioners  sent  into  erery  county,  coxutituting  the  first  instance  upon  record  of 
an  inquisitorial  commission  of  enquiry.  It  was  undertaken  to  ascertain  and  secure 
the  revenue  which  arose  from  the  great  land  proprietors ;  and  occupied  eight  years  in 
the  compilation.  It  was  completed,  as  appears  from  a  memorandum  inserted  at  the 
end  of  the  second  volume,  in  the  year  1066,  the  twentieth  of  the  king's  reign.  This 
remarkable  monument  of  antiquity,  thou|^  one  of  the  most  important  records  in 
the  kingdom,  and  affording  highly  valuable  antiquarian  and  historical  information* 
is  by  no  means  so  exact  or  imiform  as  some  historians  have  represented  it. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  describe  Domesday  as  a  baoge  of  Norman  tyranny.  That  the 
survey  was  prompted  by  the  stem  and  rigid  principles  of  government  adopted  by  the 
eonqueror,  cannot  be  denied ;  but  instead  of  being  calculated  to  enlarge  his  authority, 
it  was,  in  truth,  an  admission  of  the  restriction  of  his  power.  Had  he  considered 
himself  as  an  absolute  monarch,  governing  by  right  of  conquest,  there  would  have 
been  little  necessity  to  enquire  into  the  prerogatives  of  Bdward  the  confessor.  New 
lords  had  become  seised  of  the  halls  of  the  Saxon  thanes ;  and  few,  indeed,  of  the 
En^h  aristocracy  enjoyed  any  share  of  wealth  or  honour.  Still  the  law  was  un« 
shaken  and  unchanged*  The  record  which  testified  the  extent  of  the  ri^ts  of  the 
sovereign,  was  an  equal  protection  to  the  humble  socman;  who,  if  his  franchises 
were  invaded,  was  thereby  enabled  to  cUOm  his  plough-land  with  as  much  certainty 
as  the  king  could  assert  his  wide-spreading  prerogative*  The  precedent  so  given  was 
soon  universally  adopted :  every  prelate  and  every  baron  imitated  the  proceedings  of 
the  royal  courts,  as  dosdy  as  could  be  effected  by  the  constitution  of  the  seignorial 
tribunal :  the  vaJue  of  the  rents  of  the  manor,  and  the  services  of  the  bondmen  were 
investigated  by  proceedings  modeled  after  the  prototype  of  Winchester ;  and  every 
"extent"  of  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  that  is  to  say,  an  enquiry  into  their 
nature  and  Talne,  efflected  by  means  of  a  jury  impannelled  before  the  esche«tor,  the 
sheriff,  or  any  ether  persou  d^egftted  by  the  crown,  derives  its  origin  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  Conqueror. 

One  of  the  principal  otijects  of  the  Domesday  survey,  was  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  hydes,  which  were  to  be  charged  with  the  Danegeld.  This  land-tax  was  assessed 
at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  per  hyde,  amounting,  on  the  average,  to  one  hundred 
acres :  and  until  the  land  was  brought  under  the  plough,  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  liable  to  the  payment  The  Increase  of  cultivation  may,  therefore,  hare  bcui 
one  of  the  causes  which  induced'  the  ambitious  Flambard  to  advise  another  survey, 
which  was  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  grievances  of  the  tyranny  of  the  red 
king.  Other  general  surveys,  in  the  nature  of  Domesday,  were  made  from  time  to 
time.  Henry  I.  made  similar  enquiries ;  and  a  most  curious  description  of  Winches- 
ter is  extant,  resultbig  ttom  the  inquest  of  the  eight  score  and  six  burgesses,  impan- 
ndled  before  the  commissioners,  in  whieh  we  have  the  particulars  of  every  house  in 
the  city,  which  paid  **  landgable"  or  ground-rent  to  the  king,  in  the  days  of  Edward 
the  confessor,  and  at  the  period  when  the  survey  was  made.  It  is  unci-rtain  to  what 
period  we  are  to  refer  the  fragments  of  another  general  survey,  hit^.  rto  unnoticed, 
-and  affording  some  imp6rtant  particulars  relating  to  tenure,  wliiih  ure  omitted  in 
Domesday.  For  instance,  from  the  description  of  the  borMp^l.^  ul  \'>  iiichvoinb  and 
Gloucester,  we  ascertain  that  the  burgesses  had  a  corhdu  male  •  .^  inhemauce  in 
their  burgages,  and  which  «  us  nut  Ui>  ested  by  the  couq'ic^t. 
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4)^ified  as  piertaining  to  that  mandr,  it  has  been  ihfeited^ 
that  Poole  had  no  existence  till  subtoqtiently  to  the  Normaii 
conquest.  This  position,  however,  is  easily  refuted ;  and 
that  document  cannot  affect  the  question.  The  following* 
h  the  passage  in  this  great  fiscal  record,  relating  to  the 
manor  i — 

«« bofsete. 

"  XXXL    Terra  EdWardi  Sarbber\ 

«*  EdwardVs  Sarisber'  ten*  de  Rege  Cheneford.  Vluueil 
tendit  T.  R.  E.  et  ffeldb'  p'  xxv  hid\  Tra'  e'  xviii  car'. 
be  ea  s'  in  dnio  xi  hidae  et  dim'  et  ibi  iii  car*  et  ix  servi 
et  XXXV  villi'  et  xl  bord'  cti'  xv  car'.  Ibi  molini  il®  redd* 
XV  solid'  et  cxviii  ac'  pti\  Pastura  ii  leu'  int'  Ig*  et  lat'. 
Silva  una  leu'  Ig'  et  dim'  leu'  lat'. 

"  Ad  Winbvrne  iii  bord'  et  una  dom'  ptin'  huic  m'  et  ibi 
Una  leu'  brocae." 

This,  translated,  rims  thus  i — 

Edward  of  Salbbury  holds  Canford  of  the  king,  til weii 
iield  it  in  the  time  or  king  Edward,  and  it  was  taxed  foi* 
twentj^-five  hides.  There  is  land  for  eighteen  ploughs. 
Of  this  there  are  in  the  demesne^  eleven  hides  and  a  half; 
and  therein  three  ploUg;hs^  aiid  nine  bondmen,  and  thirty^ 
five  villeins,  and  forty  bordars^  with  fifteen  ploughs*  There 
are  two  mills  paying  fifteen  shillings  t  and  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  acres  of  meadow.  PaSure  two  miles  in  length 
and  breadth4  Wood  one  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  broad. 
Tlu'ee  bordars  and  one  house  in  Wimbome  belong  to  this 
inanor,  and  there  is  one  mile  of  brushwood* 

The  whole  number  of  persons  here  specified  does  not 
^kceed  eighty*four, — a  number  so  small  as  to  lead  to  the 
inference  that  it  includes  those  only  who  were  more  imme^ 
diately  the  retainers  of  the  lord  for  agricultural  purposes^ 
and  appurtenent  to  those  broad  acres^  the  siirVey  of  which 
was  the  great  object  of  William's  commissioners.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  this  work  was  compiled  only  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  a  rent  roll^  as  it  were,  of  the  tenure 
and  Value  of  the  lands  throughout  the  kingdom.  It  was 
liot  a  parochial  survey  or  census  of  population ;  but  such 
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persons  odI  j  were  recorded,  whose  lands  and  tenements 
irendered  some  payment  or  service  to  the  state.  It  is  obvi^ 
ous  that  all  the  burghers  or  actiial  inhabitants  of  cities  and 
boroughs  al^  not  mentiotiedt  tio  mottks  nor  clergy  are 
enumerated ;  jet  it  is  said  tliat  the  parbh  churches  in  Eng^^ 
land  about  this  time^  amounted  to  46,122.  In  Dorsetshire, 
they  were  216.  This  document,  therefore,  throws  no  light 
upon  this  part  of  the  enquiry^ 

From  the  time  at  which  we  have  ilrrived,  howeVer,  i\i6 
state  of  Poole,  ib  progress  in  commercial  and  municipal 
importance,  and  its  connection  with  national  events  and  trans-t 
actions  may  be  more  clearly  traced.  In  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  centuries,  the  fortunes  of  Poole  must  have  i^pidly 
risen,  and  increased  collaterally  With  the  second  declensioti 
of  Wareham,  which  tbwti  suffered,  not  only  from  its  gt'ow^ 
ing  incotivehience  as  a  port,  but  also  from  the  wars  between 
king  Stephen^  ahd  the  empress  Maud.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  these  troubles,  the  tbWh  and  castle  of  Warehani 
were  seized  for  Maud,  by  Robert  de  Lincoln.  It  was 
afterwards  held  for  her  by  the  earl  of  Gloucester ;  and,  iii 
1142,  during  the  absence  of  the  earl,  Stephen  tookth^ 
castle  ahd  burnt  the  town.  It  was  in  the  same  year  retaken 
by  the  earl  of  Gloucester^  after  a  siege  of  three  weeks,  with 
a  force  of  only  between  300  and  400  men.  Four  years 
ilfterwards  it  Was  again  made  the  scetie  of  a  bloody  conflict^ 
being  taken  by  the  king,  after  a  siege  in  which  much 
blood  was  shed«  During  so  turbulent  and  so  perilous  a 
period,  the  more  peaceable  inhabitauts,  including  thos^ 
who  were  engaged  in  trade  and  commerce,  and  who  had 
moveable  possessions  to  preserve,  naturally  forsook  a  town 
in  which  their  lives  and  property  Were  so  insecure,  and 
gt*eat  numbers  migrated  to  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Poole,  where  all  the  trade,  previously  seated  at  Wareham^ 
soon  became  centred. 

We  now  approach  a  period  in  which  there  is  undoubted 
evidence  that  the  town  of  Poole  was  holding  a  position  of 
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prosperity  and  of  some  importance*  That  it  was  a  port  of 
considerable  maritime  resort  in  the  early  part  of  the  thir- 
teenth  century,  appears  from  its  being  included  in  a  list  of 
the  principal  ports  in  England ;  to  the  authorities  of  which, 
in  1224,  the  orders  of  the  king,  Henry  IlL,  were  sent,  in 
consequence  of  the  expiration  of  a  truce  with  France,  to 
lay  an  embargo  on  all  vesseb  lying  in,  or  arriving  at, 
those  ports,  and  to  keep  them  in  readiness  for  the  king's 
service.* 

The  language  and  intent  of  the  charter  of  William  Long- 
,  espee,  granted  to  the  burgesses  of  Poole,  shortly  after  the 
period  last  named,  are  strongly  indicative  that  the  worthy 
burghers  had  been  for  some  time  carrying  on  a  lucrative 
trade.  The  charter  grants  many  important  privileges  to 
the  burgesses ;  and  it  states  that,  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
these,  the  lord  was  paid  seventy  marks,  (£46  13s.  4d.) — a 
very  considerable  sum  in  those  days,  and  equal,  in  its  value 
as  a  medium  of  exchange,  to  about  £600  at  present.  This 
charter  is  without  date,  and  the  time  at  which  it  was  granted, 
and  the  identity  of  the  William  Longespee  who  conceded  it, 
have  ever  hitherto  been  regarded  as  matters  of  mere  con- 
jecture ;  but  a  little  attentive  enquiry  suffices  to  place  it 
almost  beyond  doubt,  that  this  document  was  granted  in  or 
about  the  year  1248,  and  by  the  second  William  Longespee. 
The  first  only  of  the  three  Longespees  enjoyed  the  title  of  the 
earldom  of  Salisbury :  and  as  the  charter  purports  to  have 
been  granted  by  William  Longespee  simply,  a  presumption 
that  it  was  granted  by  one  of  the  last  two,  naturally  arises. 


La  Pole..... now  Poole 

Sorham — —  Shoreham 


•  The  following  b  Ihe  Ii§t  of  the  ports  epoken  of  :^ 

Gipewie  . 
Lenne  ... 
ErweU  ... 
Brmuth. . . 

Dour 

Rimcnide* 

Ryt   

Kingctton 

Eya 

Hasting. . . 
Pagdiam  . 
PeTvncs. . . 


Suhanton . 
Bafford  ... 
Portetnme 

Exon 

BristoU... 
DertBMM  .. 
Honft'ic... 
Gememuc 
Orcford . . . 
Duiic\i'ic  . 


'  Southampton 

Seaford 

Portsmouth 

Exeter 

Bristol 

Dartmouth 

Harwich 

Yarmouth 

Orford 
'  Duuwich 


.now  Ipawioli 
,— —  Lynne 
.—  Orwell 

Yarmouth  (l.W.) 

. Dover 

>— Rumley 

Rye 

.^ — HuU 

. Eye 

.-—  llastiugs 

.— —  rugiuiii 

.— -  IVveuset'. 
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The  third  of  the  name  survived  the  second  for  six  years 
only,  and  expired  very  shortly  after  he  had  attained  his 
majority.  The  probability  that  hence  arises  in  favour  of 
the  second  William  is  reduced  to  a  certainty,  by  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  seal  appended  to  the  document ;  and  which 
is  the  same  as  that  engraved  in  the  Kev«  W,  L,  Bowles*s 
History  of  Lacock  Abbey,  and  ascribed,  by  that  writer,  to 
the  second  Longespfee.  The  seal  has  long  presented  nothing 
but  a  small  bag  of  crumbling  fragments ;  but  a  minute 
examination  of  these  will  decidedly  establish  the  identity. 
Longespee  IL  survived  his  father  from  1226  to  1250,  and 
between  these  dates,  therefore,  the  charter  must  have  been 
granted :  but,  brief  as  is  the  space  of  twenty-four  years,  the 
uncertainty  may  be  reduced  to  much  more  confined  limits. 
The  military  life  of  that  great  warrior,  and  the  wild  chiv- 
alric  adventures  in  which  he  was  occupied,  afforded  him 
little  time  for  sojourning  in  his  native  land,  and  would 
have  withheld  him  from  giving  attention  to  the  interests  of 
his  burgesses  and  subfeudaCories,  unless  with  a  view  to  the 
advancement  of  his  military  undertakings.  The  seventy 
marks,  paid  by  the  burgesses  of  Poole  for  their  liberties, 
may  be  here  adduced  as  strikingly  indicative  of  the  object 
and  thence  of  the  date  of  the  charter.  This  considerable 
sum  must  have  been  paid,  not  as  a  merely  nominal  acknow- 
ledgment, but  to  serve  some  useful  purpose.  Now  the 
historical  particulars  of  Longespee  that  have  come  down 
to  us  state  that,  from  1247  to  1249,  he  was  engaged  in 
collecting  all  the  revenues  and  resources  that  could  be 
made  available  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  his  under- 
taking in  the  Holy  Land,  on  which  he  departed  in  the 
latter-mentioned  year.  With  this  object  he  visited  the 
court  of  Rome,  in  1247;  and  soliciting  the  pope  to  forward 
his  views,  the  holy  pontiff  granted  him  what  he  asked ;  and 
by  aid  of  the  pope's  letters,  and  his  other  means,  he  ob- 
tained in  all  more  than  a  thousand  marks.  It  is  more  than 
probable,  therefore,  that  it  was  after  his  return  from  Rome, 
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and  during  his  preparations  for  the  crusade,  m  1348,  that 
this  charter  of  privileges  was  conferred  on  his  burgesses  of 
Poole»  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  his  funds  to  the  not 
inconsiderable  amount  of  seventy  markst 

In  the  numerous  writs  issued  under  the  roval  mandate, 
about  this  time,  for  the  supply  of  shipping,  we  $nd  that 
Poole  was  npt  forgotten  as  a  maritime  port. 

In  the  year  1254,  38th  Henry  III.,  the  writ  <<  De  navibus 
perquirendis  ad  transfetationem  reginae  et  aliorum,"  is 
directed,  t^nongst  others,  to  the  bailifi&  of  the  port  of  **  l$i 
Pole.*' 

In  the  year  1295, 23rd  Edward  1„  Poole  furnished  three 
ships  with  fifty-nine  mariners  towards  the  fleet  fitted  out 
for  Guienne,  under  the  command  of  the  earb  of  Lancaster, 
Richmond,  and  Lincoln,  in  prosecution  of  th^  war  under- 
taken by  the  king  agajnst  Fpance,4( 

King  Edward  L,  in  the  year  1300,  by  the  advice  of  his 
nobles,  entirely  prohibited  the  currency  of  **  pollards  and 
crokards,"  and  all  other  money  not  of  his  own  coinage. 
In  the  reign  of  this  monarch,  varieties  of  corrupt  and 
deceitful  money  were  coined  in  parts  beyond  the  seas,  pri- 
vately brought  into  the  kingdom,  and  uttered  here  for 
pennies,  though  not  worth  more  than  a  halfpenny.  The 
)king  adopted  various  measures  for  putting  an  end  to  this 

*  This  .fleet  was  diridcd  iato  four  squadrons,  of  wl^ich  one  tailed  for  Gaienne, 
vhilst  the  other  three  were  equipped  to  guard  the  coasts,  riz.,  the  Yarmouth,  or 
eastern,  under  John  de  Battletort ;  the  Portsmouth,  or  southern,  under  William  de 
Laybon;  and  the  Irish,  or  western,  whose  commander  is  not  named.  The  south 
fleet,  which  included  the  vessels  from  Poole,  was  composed  of  978  ships,  with  M(K^ 
mariners.  The  fleets,  in  the  times  treated  of,  were  formidable  only  on  account  of 
their  number.  They  generally  consisted  of  a  few  galleys,  and  other  ships,  bdonging 
to  the  crown ;  of  a  squadron  which  the  cinque  ports  were  compdled,  hy  charter,  tp 
fVimish  as  often  as  they  were  demanded  by  the  king ;  of  galleys  hired  from  forei^ 
adventurers ;  and  principally  of  the  merchantmen  belonging  to  the  difftBrent  ports. 
For  at  this  period  the  same  vessel  served  alternately  for  the  purposes  of  cofmnerce 
and  war :  and  a  large  ship,  after  having  discharged  its  cargo,  and  taken  on  board  a 
complement  of  forty  mariners,  forty  armed  men,  and  sixty  archers,  was  equal  to 
meet  any  enemy.  The  king  claimed  the  right  of  purveyance  of  ships,  as  well  as  of 
other  articles.  As  occasion  required,  he  issued  orders  for  the  seizure  of  a  certain 
number  of  vessels,  sometimes  of  all  that  could  be  found  in  any  of  the  Knglish  harr 
hours ;  and  at  the  same  time  appointed  commissioners  to  press  mariners  and  othera 
into  his  service,  till  they  had  collected  a  sufficient  number  to  man  them. 
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pernicious  practice;  he  established  a  standard;  and  all 
foreigfn  base  money  was  cried  down  by  proclamation, 
except  "  pollards  and  crokards,"  which  were  allowed  to 
pass  for  a  halfpenny  each ;  but  in  the  above  year,  they  also 
were  prohibited.  To  render  this  measure  more  effectual, 
by  retaining  in  the  kingdom  all  the  sterling  coin  and  pre* 
cious  metals,  the  king  also  issued  writs,  directed  to  the 
authorities  of  the  chief  ports  in  England,  commanding  them 
to  allow  no  money,  either  English  or  foreign,  nor  any 
bullion,  to  be  exported,  without  his  own  especial  licence^F. 
One  of  these  writs  was  directed  to  the  bailiffi  of  Poole, 

In  the  following  year,  we  also  find  a  writ,  directed 
"  balliris  et  probis  hominibus  villae  de  la  Pole,"  ordering 
the  service  of  one  ship,  to  be  sent  to  the  king  at  Berwick. 

In  the  Originalia^  vol.  i,  p.  121,  is  a  writ,  dated  1302,  ad« 
dressed  to  Thomas  de  Verblyngton  and  Peter  de  Donewych, 
in  which  it  is  recited  that,  although  the  towns  of  Seford, 
Shoreham,  Portsmouth,  Poole,  Southampton,  Wareham, 
Plymouth,  Teignmouth,  Bridgwater,  Lyme,  and  three 
others,  had  agreed  to  s^id  one  ship  each  (Southampton 
two)  to  the  Scottish  war;  yet  these  towns  had  not  sent 
any  ship,  to  the  great  contempt  of  the  king,  and  manifest 
delay  in  finishing  the  war ;  the  persons  to  whom  the  writ 
is  addressed  are  authorized  to  adjudge  such  punishment  as 
they  may  think  proper  for  the  neglect.  What  punishment 
was  inflicted  remains  unknown. 


*  From  the  orders  issued  on  this  occasion,  we  obtain  the  following  list  of  the  ports 
of  England,  Wales,  and  that  part  of  Scotland  which  was  then  under  subjection  to 
Edward:— 


Dover 

8«uidwich 

Bomney 

Winchelsea 

Rye 

Hythe 

Farersham 

Hastings 

Shoreham 

Seaford 

Portsmouth 

Southampton 

Falmouth 

Wareham 

Bristol 

partmouth 


liVmington 

\vey  mouth 

Pools 

Hamble 

Ljme 

Sidmouth 

Chichester 

Teignmouth 

Fowey 

tiOOC 

Bodwyn 

Ilaverford 

Carmarthen 

Caernarvon 

LArapadermaar 

Conway 


Chester 

Bridgwater 

Cartlfr 

Oystermouth 

Rochester 

Oravesend 

Northfleet 

London 

Harwich 

Ipswich 

Dunwich 

Orford 

Yarmouth 

Blackney 

Lynn 

3o$tOQ 


WainHeet 

Saltfleet 

Grimsby 

Hull 

Rarensere 

Scarbui^h 

Tinemouth 

Newcastle-upon^ 

Tine 
Bamburgh 
Berwick-upon* 

Tweed 
and 
Dunbar 
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An  order  for  the  bailiffs,  &c.,  of  Poole  to  prepare  a  ship 
to  serve  in  transporting  the  forces  under  the  earl  of  Ulster, 
in  the  wars  with  Robert  Bruce,  was  issued  in  1310,  3rd 
Edward  IL* 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  fourteenth  centurv, 
the  barons  and  mariners  of  the  cinque  ports  began  to 
assume  that  undue  authority,  to  which  they  were  encou- 
raged by  the  privileges  that  had  been  bestowed  upon 
them,  and  which  was  afterwards  so  extended,  particu- 
larly during  the  weak  and  troubled  reign  of  John,  as 
enabled  them  to  defy  the  regal  power,  and  dictate  terms  to 
their  monarch.  The  seafaring  people  of  Poole  and  other 
western  ports  resisted  these  encroachments  at  the  outset, 
and  protracted  and  violent  disputes  hence  arose,  which 
were  frequently  attended  by  bloodshed.  These  disputes 
attained  such  a  height,  that  the  king,  Edward  II,,  was 
obliged  to  interpose  his  authority;  and,  in  the  year  1321, 
he  issued  the  following  writ  on  the  subject: — 

"  The  king,  to  his  dearly  beloved  and  faithful  Edmund, 
earl  ofKent,  constable  of  Dover  castle,  and  keeper  of 
the  cinque  ports,  his  most  dear  brother,  or  his  lieu- 
tenants, greeting: — 

"  Whereas  we  have  understood  that  great  dissention  and 
dispute  belween  the  barons  of  our  aforesaid  ports  and  the 
men  and  mariners  of  the  western  parts,  of  the  towns  of 
Poole,  Weymouth,  Melcombe,  Lyme,  and  Southampton, 
and  other  towns  of  the  parts  adjacent,  exists,  now  anew 
sprung  up ;  and  that  murders,  depredations,  burning's  of 
ships,  and  very  many  other  injuries  have  taken  place  from 
that  cause,  and  greater  and  more  grievous,  it  is  feared, 
will  ensue,  unless  some  remedy  be  speed! Iv  applied ;  We, 
willing  to  obviate  the  evils  aforesaid,  by  all  the  ways  and 

*  The  following  is  the  list  of  ports  to  which  writs  were  sent  on  this  occasion :— . 
La  Pole,  to  send  1  ship,  Shoreham  1,  Portesmue  1.  Sutht'  2,  Lymyton  and  Ermuth 
1,  Wareham  1,  Weymouth  1,  Mdcomhe  1,  Lyme  1,  Exmuth  &  Exccstr'  1,  Tiengmuth 
1,  Dcrtmulh  1,  Plymmuth  1,  Colecestre  1.  Herewii  1,  Oippewii  8,  Donewlz  1,  Or- 
ford  1,  Jememuth  6,  Jememuth  petite  1,  Synterte  1,  ^uraham  and  Holkham  1,  Seint 
Botolf  1,  Lenne  4,  Orymesby  1,  Ravensere  1,  Hull  8,  Scardeburg  1,  Pavensie  1, 
Hertelpole  1,  Nove  Chastel  sur  Tyne  8,  Neuby  1,  Glouccstr'  and  Bristoll  2,  Sumcrf 
Bruggewalter  I. 
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means  in  our  power,  and  to  give  full  justice  for  all  injuries 
anywhere  sustained,  do  command  ye,  that  in  every  one  of 
the  ports  aforesaid,  ye  do  cause  to  be  forthwith  publicly 
proclaimed  on  our  behalf,  and  prohibited,  that  no  man  of 
the  aforesaid  ports,  under  forfeiture  of  all  that  may  be 
forfeited  to  us,  shall  do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  injury  to  any 
men  or  mariners  of  the  aforesaid  ports,  or  to  their  ships,  or 
other  goods,  either  by  land  or  sea,  nor  shall  attempt  any 
thing  against  the  said  men  or  mariners,  by  which  our  peace 
may  be  anywise  violated  or  broken,  Ve  shall  also  cause 
to  come  before  us  and  our  council,  at  Westminster,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing,  six  barons  of  the 
ports  aforesaid,  with  full  powers  for  the  other  barons  of 
their  ports  to  present  their  complaints,  if  they  have  any, 
against  the  men  or  mariners  aforesaid ;  and  to  do,  upon 
those  complaints,  and  the  injuries  thence  sustained,  miat 
may  then  happen  to  be  ordained  by  our  council,  touching 
thein. 

"  Witness  the  king  at  Westminster,  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  August 

"  By  the  king  himself  and  council."* 


*  **  Rex»  dOecto  et  fideli  suo  Bdmimdo  comiti  Kane*,  eonstaliplario  casiri  toi 
Doverr*  et  custodi  qainque  portuum  suorum,  fratri  suo  cariasimo,  vel  cjua 
locum  tenc^tea  salutem. 

**  Quia  intdleximua  quod  grandis  diiseneio  et  diaoordia  inter  barones  noatros  por- 
tuum predictorum  et  hominea  et  marinarios  parcium  occidentalium  dc  villis  de  la  Pole, 
Weymouth,  Melcotobe,  Lym,  et  Suthampton,  et  aliUi  rillia  parcium  acyacencium, 
de  nove  jam  orta  existit :  et  quod  homlddia,  depredaciones,  et  combustionea  naviuQ, 
de  alia  dampna  quamplurima  e«  occaaione  aunt  aubaecuta ;  majoraque  ac  graviora 
timentur  erenlre,  nui  cidua  auper  hoc  remedium  apponatur ;  noa,  malia  predictia, 
omnibus  viis  et  modis  quibus  poterimus,  rolentea  obviare,  et  auper  dampnia  hinc  ind^ 
datia  fieri  juatici«  complcmentum : 

**  Vobia  mandamus,  qaod  in  aingolia  portuboa  predictia  public^  prodamari,  et 
distrieii,  ex  parte  nostra,  faciatla  inhiberi,  ne  quia  predictorum  portuum.  sub  foris- 
factura  omnium  que  nobis  forisfacere  poterit,  aliqnibus  hominibua  sen  marinariis  de 
predictis  villia,  aut  naribus,  vel  aliia  bonia  suia  per  terram,  tcI  per  mare,  dampnum 
fadat,  Tel  fieri  procuret;  ncc  contra  dictos  hominea  acu  marinarios,  aliquid  attemptet, 
l»er  quod  pax  noatra  poterit  aliqualiter  ledi,  vd  infringl. 

**  Venire  edamfadatis  coram  nobis  etconsilio  nostro  apud  Westm*,  in  quindena 
Sancti  Blichadis  proxim6  futura.  aex  baronea  de  portubus  predictis  cum  plena 
poteatatB,  pro  ceteris  baroniboa  portuum  illorum,  ad  proponendum  querelaa,  ai  quaa 
habeant,  versus  homines  seu  marinarioa  prcdictos ;  et  ad  faciendum  auper  qucrelia 
iUls  et  dam|mia  exindd  datls,  quod  tunc  per  consilium  nostrum  de  hiis  coutigerit 
ordinarL  • 

**  £t  habeas  ibi  nomina  predictorum  aex  baronum,  et  hoc  breve. 
"  T.  R.  apud  Wettm',  xxriii.  die  AugusU, 
,  **  Fer  ipaum  Regem  et  concilium." 

[Rymer,  ii,  pU  i,  p.  456*] 
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In  1324,  the  king  summoned  Poole  and  the  other  maritime 
towns  on  the  south  coasts  to  assemble  their  largest  ships  at 
Portsmouth^  manned  and  provided  with  landing  bridges 
and  ''clays/'  for  carrying  soldiers  and  horses^  at  his 
expense,  over  to  his  duchy  of  Aquitaine.4^ 

In  1826,  when  the  dbastrous  events  that  marked  the 
close  of  the  second  Edward's  reign  were  approaching  their 
consummation,  and  that  weak  and  unhappy  monarch  had 
to  defend  himself  against  the  intrigues  of  a  faithless  queen 
and  the  Lancastrian  faction^  then  abroad^  we  find  that  pre- 
cautionary writs  were  issued  to  the  bailiflb  and  commonalty 
of  the  town  of  Poole,  directing  them  to  examine  all  letters 
coming  from  foreign  parts,  and  to  send  such  as  might  con« 
tain  matter  prejudicial  to  his  majesty,  his  crown  and  dignity, 
to  the  king  forthwith ;  and  also  to  arrest  and  keep  in  safe 
custody  all  persons  whom  they  might  see  cause  to  suspect 

By  an  inquisition  taken  June  7, 1340, 15th  Edward  III., 
on  the  petition  of  John  Warren,  carl  of  Surrey,  then  hold- 
ing the  manor  of  Canford  and  Poole,  and  William  Monte- 
acute,  eatl  of  Salisbury^  who  had  the  reversion  of  it,  it  was 
found  that  the  burgesses  of  Poole  had,  from  beyond  the 
memory  of  man^  received  certain  tolls  from  every  ship 
coming  into  the  port.  This  inquisition  will  be  detailed  in 
a  future  page« 

King  Edward  IIL  was  the  first  sovereign  of  England 
who  gave  much  attention  to  commerce  and  navigation,  and 
by  his  care  the  industry  of  the  kingdom  was  scarcely  less 
extended  at  home  than  its  glory  and  conquests  abroad.  He 
Was  the  first  English  sovereigi,  since  the  reign  of  Alfred, 
who  gained  a  naval  victory  in  person^  humbling  the  mari« 
time  power  both  of  France  and  Spain,  when  the  king  of 
the  latter  country  had  assumed  the  title  of  *^  lord  of  the 
English  sea."     For  information  and  advice  upon  matters 

•  The  following  are  the  quotas  ordered  from  each  port  :—*•  Poole,  4  rrasels; 
Southampton.  6 :  Sandwich,  4;  Portsmouth.  1 ;  Wincheteca,  6;  Rye.  2 ;  Paveuham. 
1 ;  Shoreham.  3  ;  Scaford.S;  Wrymouth,  10;  Uamclhokc.  1 ;  Boldre.  1 ;  Yarmouth. 
(I.  of  W.,)  2.— [Bymcr.li  pt.  i,  p.  5W.J 
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bf  trade  and  shipping*,  he  was  accustomed  occasionally  to 
assemble  a  species  of  conmiercial  and  maritime  parliament^ 
consisting  of  merchants  and  ship-owners,  deputies  from 
the  principal  maritime  towns,  to  whose  ophiion  and  autho- 
rity  so  much  influence  was  giyen,  that  there  is  eyen  an 
instance  of  a  conyoj  duty  haying  been  imposed  with  the 
adyice  of  the  prelates,  nobles,  and  community  of  merchants 
of  the  maritime  towns.  These  deputies  assembled  in  the 
metropolis  to  deliberate  and  adyise ;  and,  as  a  new  and 
powerful  impulse  was  gfiyen  to  commerce  and  nayigation 
at  this  epoch,  it  was  probably  owing  to  their  councils  and 
d^iberations.  The  earliest  date  recorded  of  the  summon- 
ing of  one  of  these  nayal  councils,  is  the  12th  of  February, 
134],  16th  Edward  III*,  when  we  find  a  writ  issued  to  the 
bailiffi  and  honest  men  of  the  town  of  Poole,  directing 
them  to  prepare  and  furnish  with  men  and  ammunition, 
for  war  against  the  king's  enemies,  all  the  yessels  of  the 
said  port  of  sijrty  tons  and  upwards;  and  commanding 
them  also  to  send  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  discreet 
men  of  the  town,  to  the  king,  at  Westminster,  to  be  there 
on  the  Monday  after  Midlent  Sunday,  then  next  ensuing, 
to  giye  information  to  the  king  and  his  council,  touching 
the  array  of  the  said  fleet,  and  to  take  such  further  orders 
as  might  be  then  deemed  fit  for  the  repulse  of  the  enemies 
of  the  kingdom4^*  A  similar  council  was  conyened  in  the 
following  year,  when  a  writ,  dated  April  16,  16th  Edward 
J II.,  was  directed  to  the  bailiff  of  Poole,  to  the  effect  that 
the  king,  being  desirous  of  taking  the  advice  and  counsel 
of  the  mariners  and  merchants  of  his  kingdom,  in  instant 
council,  on  diyers  difficult  business,  specially  touching 
his  majesty  and  the  state  of  his  kingdom  of  England, — 

•  Similar  writs  were  forwarded  to  the  following  towns,  with  directions  to  send  to 
the  cooncil  the  number  of  persons  annexed  :— 

Great  Yarmouth,  Oosford,  Lynn,  Winchelsea,  Southampton,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth, 
Bristol,  Kingston-upou-Uull,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Sandwich,— 2  each. 

Ipswich,  Dover,  Rye,  Hastings.  Weymouth,  St.  Botolph,  Falmouth,  Pcrensoy, 
Scaford,  Shoreham,  Iloke,  Exmouth,  Teignmouth,  Fowcy,  Raveuscre,  Little  Yar- 
mouth,—! each.— [Rymer,  11,  pt.  ii,  p.  IISO.] 
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commanded  the  said  bailifi&  to  cause  two  of  the  bettei" 
and  more  discreet  of  the  sea^faring*  men  of  their  town» 
to  come  to  Westminster,  to  give  their  counsel  and  advice 
on  those  matters^  and  to  do  what  the  king  and  council 
might  see  fit  to  order  in  that  behalf.<^  In  the  year 
1344^  a  third  council  was  summoned  with  the  like  intent, 
a  writ,  dated  on  the  6th  February,  being  directed  to  the 
bailiffs  of  the  town  of  Poole,  commanding  them  to  cause 
one  *'  of  the  more  sufficient  men  of  the  said  town,  and 
having  the  greater  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  ship* 
ping^'  of  the  kingdom,  to  attend  at  London,  on  the  Monday 
after  Midlent  ensuing,  '*  to  give  information  to  us  and  our 
council  then  and  there  assembled,  on  divers  matters, 
touching  the  said  shipping,  and  to  do  further  what,  by 
God's  grace,  may  then  and  there  be  ordered,  touching  the 
same*f*."  Attention  was  now  given  to  maritime  affairs  as 
of  high  importance,  in  consequence  of  the  three  years' 
truce  between  England  and  France,  which  commenced  in 


•  **  Rex  l»nivls  suis  tUIic  de  Pole. 

^  Quia  super  arduia  n^odia,  noa  et  atatom  regni  noatii  Anglic  apecialiter  con- 
cementibua,  habere  volumua  aviaamentum  et  concilium  marinariorum  ei  hominum 
maritimorum  ejusdem  regni,  in  |nstanto  concillo  noatro  quod  apud  Westm*.  ad  dieln 
Lune  proximd  post  featum  aancti  Marci  ErangeliaUB  prosdmo  futurum*  fecimua 
aummoneri ; 

**  Vobia  mandamus  flrmiter  injungcntes,  quod  venire  Cadatia  duos  de  melioribua  et 
discretioribua  liomiuibus  marinariis,  villie  prndicte,  apud  Weatm'  ad  dion  predictum, 
Tcl  in&a  duos  dies  proximo  aequentes,  consilium  et  aviaamentum  auum  auper 
pnemiaaia  impenauri,  et  facturi  quod  per  noa  et  ooneilium  nostrum  contigerit  ordinari 
in  hac  parte. 

**  £thoc»  aicut  noa  et  bonorem  nostrum,  ae  aalrationem  dicto  regni  noatri  dillgitia, 
et  vos  ipaos  erga  nos  indempnes  servare  volueritia,  nuUo  modo  omittatiB.*' 

Similar  writs  were  sent  to  the  following  ports,  westward  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames : — "  London,  Roff*,  Maydenatone,  Paveraham,  Sandwich',  Dovorr',  Hethe, 
Romney,  Rye,  Wynchelae,  Dertemuth',  Flummuth',  Loo,  Uastyng*,  Pevenese, 
Seford,  Shorham^  Suthampton*,  Weymuth,  Mdcombe»  Lym,  Exon,  Fowy  and 
Polruan,  BristoU'."— [Rymer,  U,  pt.  ii,  p.  IIW.] 

\  Similarwrits  were  issued  to  the  authoritiea  of  the  following  ports  to  send  the 
number  of  men  annexed  : — 

Great  Yarmouth,  London, — 1  each. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Kingston-upon-Hull,  St  Botolph,  Lynn,  Ipswich,  Sand- 
wich, Dover,  Winchelsva,  Chichester,  Southampton,  Exeter,  Dartmouth,  Plymouth, 
Bristol,— 2  each. 

Scarborough,  Ravensrode,  Grimsby,  Dunwich,  Colchester,  Harwich,  Orford, 
Maldon,  Rye,  Hastings.  Gosford,  Wainfleet,  Lyme,  Seaford,  Portsmouth,  St.  Helen, 
Mi'Icumbc,  Pcvcnsey,  Romucy.  Exmouth.  Falmouth,  Sidmouth,  Barnstaple,  Wey- 
mouth, Ravcnscrc,  Blacknej*,  Shorcham,^!  each.— [Rymcr,  iii,  pt.  i,  p.  4.] 
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1343,  and  was  employed  by  both  monarchs  in  preparing 
for  hostilities  at  its  termination.  Both  looked  to  their 
naval  Yneans.  The  resources  of  England  were  not  yet 
so  available  for  maritime  as  for  military  service:  the 
feudal  system  had  made  no  provbion  for  it,  and  the  tenure 
upon  which  the  sea  ports  held  their  privileges  was  too 
irregular,  and  felt  to  be  too  partial  in  its  openition  to  be 
duly  complied  with.  The  king  frequently  found  difficulty 
in  procuring  obedience  to  hb  orders.  The  complaint 
made  by  the  maritime  places  was,  that  the  keeping  of  the 
seas,  though  being  for  the  general  good,  was  not  at  the 
general  cost ;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  at  the  king^s  charge, 
not  at  that  of  a  part  of  the  community.  That  this  complaint 
was  not  made  without  a  practical  grievance,  will  appear 
from  the  circumstance, — ^not  an  unfrequent  one, — ^that  in 
1342,  writs,  issued  to  tbe  bailiffi  of  Poole,  and  of  other 
ports,  directed  them  to  cause  ^  all  owners,  masters,  and 
mariners,"  of  their  town,  to  bring  *^  all  their  ships,  well 
fumbhed,  to  Portsmouth,"  by  a  certain  day,  to  transport 
to  Brittany  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of 
Northampton.  At  the  council,  or  naval  parliament,  as  it 
might  almost  be  termed,  convened  in  1344,  it  will  be  seen 
that  representatives  were  summoned  from  many  more 
places  than  on  the  former  convocations.  None  of  the 
proceedings,  however,  have  been  recorded. 

The  measures  adopted  by  Edward  to  improve  the  naval 
resources  of  the  kingdom,  were  not  altogether  fruitless,  as 
b  shewn  by  the  extent  of  the  fleet  with  which  he  invaded 
Calais,  in  1347-8.  To  thb  fleet  Poole  fumbhed  4  ships, 
manned  with  94  mariners.4^ 


•  In  the  roll  of  king  Edward'i  fleet  at  the  viege  of  Calais,  in  the  Cotton  Libnury, 
(Tib.  F.  iii,  8,)  and  in  Hackluyt's  Collection  of  Voyages,  pt.  i,  p.  118,  copied  from 
the  king's  wardrobe,  we  find  the  following  proportion  between  the  number  of  ships 
furnished  by  Poole  and  other  ports : — 

Weymouth 20  ships 884  mariners 

or  according  to  Uackluyt 15 863 

Poole 4 •    M . 

I-yme 4— -....*•    68 

Wareham 3 59 
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It  is  stated  bj  Speed  and  Holinshed,  that  Poole  was 
made  a  garrison  bj  Edward  III,,  daring  his  memorable 
wars  with  France* 

From  the  destructive  pestilence  that  devastated  Europe 
about  thb  time^the  town  of  Poole  was  one  of  thefirst  to  suffer, 
il  being  on  the  coast  of  Dorset  that  that  fearful  calamity  was 
brought  into  the  kingdom*  This  pestilence,  which  was  as 
general  and  &tal  as  any  recorded  in  history,  we  first  dis« 
cov^  in  the  empire  of  Cathai :  thence  we  may  trace  its 
progress  through  diflferent  provinces  of  Asia,  to  the  delta 
and  the  banks  of  the  Nile :  a  south  wind  transported  it  into 
Greece  and  the  Grecian  islands ;  from  which  it  swept  the 
coasts  of  the  Mediterranean,  depopulated  Italy,  and  crossed 
the  barrier  of  the  Alps  into  France*  In  1348,  *'  the  seveoth 
yeare  after  it  b^anne  (we  quote  Stowe,  245),  it  came 
into  England,  and  first  beganne  b  the  townes  and  portes 
joyning  on  the  sea  coasts,  in  Dorsetshire,  wh^re,  even  as  in 
other  countries,  it  made  the  countrey  quite  voyde  of  inhabi-* 
tants,  so  that  there  were  almost  cone  left  alive,"  It  passed 
into  Devonshire  and  Somersetshire,  and  finally  spread  over 
all  England,  This  plague  came  in  the  midst  of  great 
prosperity,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  more  destructive 
than  any  pestilence  that  has  visited  the  world  before  or 
since.  Of  its  victims  many  expired  in  the  course  of  six 
hours,  and  few  lingered  more  than  two  or  three  days, 

Bristol  23  ships 008  marinen 

Portsmouth 5 96 

London 85  6<8 

Plymouth 2« 603 

Seton 2 85 

Sidmouth 3  68 

The  fleet  was  divided  into  the  north  and  south  fleets;  the  former  consisting  of  817 
•ail.  and  4531  men  ;  the  Utter  of  493  sail,  and  9630  men.  Total  710  sail.  14.151  men. 
There  were  also  38  foreign  ships,  in  which  one  from  Irdandwas  included ;  the  others 
were  15  from  Bayonne.  7  from  Spain.  14  from  Flanders,  and  1  from  Ouelderland. 
The  men  on  board  these  foreigners  amounted  to  805. 

With  the  exception  of  Bristol  and  London,  the  ships  from  Poole  must  hare  been 
larger  than  those  from  any  other  place  specified  above,  carrying  on  the  arerage  up- 
wards  of  23  mariners;  those  from  Weymouth,  13;  Lyme.  15;  Wareham,  19;  Ports*' 
mouth.  19;  Bristol,  27;  London.  86;  Plymouth,  83;  Seton.  18;  Sidmouth.  80.  The 
Poole  ships  also  exceeded  the  areiage  of  the  whole  fleet ;  that  average  glriug  but  80 
mariners  to  each  vcmcL 
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From  man  the  exterminating  malady  extended  to  the  bruto 
creation :  the  carcases  of  sheep,  horses,  and  oxen  lay  scat- 
tered in  the  fields*  The  labours  of  husbandry  were  neg« 
lected ;  no  courts  of  justice  were  opened ;  the  parliament 
was  repeatedly  prorogued  by  proclamation;  and  men, 
intent  only  on  their  own  safety,  fled  from  the  care  of  the 
infected,  and  slighted  every  call  of  honour,  duty,  and  hu- 
manity. When  historians  tell  us  ^Uhat  scarce  the  tenth 
person  of  all  sorts  was  left  alive,"  we  may  suspect  them  of 
some  exaggeration ;  but  it  is  easy  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
mortality,  from  the  fact  that  all  the  cemetries  in  I^ondon 
were  soon  filled ;  that  sir  Walter  Manny  purchased  for  a 
burial  place,  a  field  of  thirteen  acres,  where  the  charter 
house  now  stands;  smd  that  the  bodies  deposited  in  it 
(luring  several  weeks  amounted  to  the  daily  average  of 
two  hundred.  A  similar  appropriation  of  a  field  to  this 
purpose  is  stated  to  have  taken  place  at  Poole,  where  a 
spot  on  the  projecting  slip  of  land,  at  Baiter,  is  still  pointed 
out  as  the  burial  ground  for  the  victims  of  the  plague. 
The  extent  to  which  this  pestilence  prevailed  in  England, 
and  the  dread  with  which  its  ravages  were  apprehended 
by  those  whose  means  would  permit  their  endeavours  to 
fly  from  so  direful  an  enemy,  are  pictured  in  a  writ  ad-» 
dressed  by  the  king  to  the  bailiffs  of  Poole,  and  to  the 
authorities  of  many  other  sea-ports,  reciting  that  a  consi^ 
derable  part  of  the  population  of  the  kingdom  had  died  of 
the  pestilence;  that  the  treasury  was  almost  exhausted; 
that  the  king  understood  that  very  many  daily  went  abroad 
with  all  the  money  they  could  collect;  that  he  feared,  if  such 
departure  were  tolerated,  that  the  kingdom  would  soon  be 
destitute  as  well  of  inhabitants  as  of  money ;  that  he  wbhed 
to  prevent  the  danger  that  threatened  those  who  travelled 
in  foreign  parts,  and  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  king- 
dom and  the  people;  and  commanding,  therefore,  the 
bailifi,  that  they  allow  no  one,  of  whatever  state  or  con- 
dition, to  depart  from  the  kingdom,  without  a  special  ordei* 
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from  the  king,  unless  such  p^rsoa  were  a  inerchanti  a 
notary,  or  a  known  messenger^.  The  eonsequencea  of 
the  mortalitjr  are  carefullj  detailed  by  the  contemporary 
vritera.  At  first  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  consumers 
effected  a  proportionate  reduction  in  the  price  of  all  mer« 
ehantable  articles*  But  famine,  the  usual  attendant  of 
great  pestilence,  closely  followed ;  and  in  the  second  year 
the  prices  rose  with  a  rapidity  and  to  a  height  which 
alarmed  the  goyemment. 

The  charter  of  William  Monteacute,  granted  in  the  year 
1870,  bestowed  seyeral  important  additional  priyileges  on 
the  inhabitants  of  Poole, 

Jn  the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth  century,  thb  town 
suffered  from  a  piratical  tnyasion^  in  consequence  of  its 
connection  with  one  of  the  celebrated  nayal  leaders  of  that 
time ;  and  it  may  be  interesting  to  record  some  particulars 
connected  with  this  event, 

Henry  Paye,  who  during  the  latter  part  of  the  fourteenth, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth  centuries,  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  naval  transactions  of  the  kingdomi 
bad  possessions  in  Poole,  where  he  resided,  and  of  which 
place,  in  all  probability,  he  was  a  native.  He  was  associ-^ 
ated  with  lord  Berkeley  in  the  command  of  the  fleet  of  the 
cinque  ports,  at  the  time  in  which  those  celebrated  ports 
were  in  the  Hieridian  of  their  power  and  auth(»*ity.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  valour  and  enterprise,  and  the  above 
fleet,  when  under  bis  command,  was  very  successful  against 
the  French,  and  in  quelling  the  Welch  revok  in  favour  of 
Owen  Glendower,  His  cooquests  were  so  numerous,  that 
after  one  expedition,  he  brought  home  from  the  coast  of 
Bretagne,  120  prices,  l^^ten  with  iron,  $alt,  oil,  and  Rochdle 
stlt.  The  <«  Cronica  del  Conde  D.  Pero  Nino*'  speaks  of 
him  as  "  a  knight  who  scours  the  seas,  as  a  corsair,  with 
many  ships,  plundering  all  the  Spanish  and  French  vessels 
that  he  could  meet  with*    This  Arripay  (for  so  has  the 

•  Rymer,  Ul,  pt.  1,  p.  191. 


Worthy  chronicler  hispaniolized  the  name  of  Harry  Paye#) 
came  often  upon  the  coast  of  Castile,  and  carried  away 
many  riiips  and  barks ;  and  he  scoured  the  channel  of 
Flanders  so  powerfully,  that  no  vessel  could  pass  that  way 
without  being  taken*  This  Arripay  burnt  Gijon  and 
Finisterra,  and  carried  off  the  crucifix  from  Santa  Maria 
de  Finisterra,  which  was  famous  as  being  the  holiest  in  all 
those  parts,  (as  in  truth  it  was,  for  I  have  seen  it,)  and 
much  more  damage  he  did  in  Castile,  taking  many  pri-* 
soners,  and  exacting  ransoms  |  and  though  other  armed 
ships  came  there  also  from  England,  he  it  was  who  camo 
ofienest*!**"  The  vigour  and  activity  with  which  Paye 
carried  on  the  irregular  and  somewhat  piratical  system  of 
warfare  pursued  in  that  day,  had  inspu-ed  the  enemies  of 
the  kingdom  with  a  gallmg  dread  of  his  name  and  a 
detestation  of  any  thing  connected  with  him ;  and  it  is 
more  to  a  personally  vindictive  feeling  towards  hhn,  and  to 
a  desire  of  retaliation  for  the  conquests  he  had  effected, 
than  to  m^ely  national  hostility,  may  be  traced  the  attack 
m  1406,  from  which  Poole  suffered  severely,  and  which  is 
the  subject  of  the  following  relation. 

In  1406,  the  French  king  applied  to  the  king  of  Castile, 
Henrique  IIL,  for  naval  aid*  That  monarch  ordered  forty 
ships  to  be  got  ready  with  all  speed,  and  to  be  aided  with 
three  galleys  in  Santander,  appointing  Martin  Ruiz  de 
Abendano  to  the  command  of  the  former,  and  Pero  Nino  to 
that  of  the  latter.  In  consequence  of  some  error,  the  gal« 
leys  set  sail  without  the  ships,  and  proceeded  to  Rochelle, 
under  the  command  of  Pero  Nino,  afterwards  Conde  de 
Buelna,  who  is  described  as  a  man  of  high  birth,  and  who 
had  previously  distingtiished  himself  by  his  services  in  the 

*  This  iostance  of  the  amusing  oorruption  of  an  English  name  is  not  a  singular 
one :  and  a  similar  muution  recorded  about  the  same  time  may  be  quoted  as  an  illus- 
(ration.  Sir  John  Hawkwood,  an  Englishman,  who  bad  s«nred  eminently  in  the  wart 
against  France,  under  the  banners  of  Edward  III.,  on  their  exiiiration,  entered  with 
•ereral  others  into  the  serf  toe  Of  the  Italian  states,  when  we  find  that  eoatemporary 
writers  converted  his  appdlation  into  "  Aucud"  or  "  Agutus." 

^  Cronica  del  Conde  D.  Pero  Nino,  pt.  ii.  c  95,  26.— Soiithey,  Nav:  Bi»( :  ii.  ^7. 
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Mediterranean.  At  Rochelle,  the  galleys  were  joined  by 
two  shallops,  having  French  archers  and  arbalisters  on 
board,  and  by  a  French  knight,  with  two  galleys.  This 
person,  who  is  called  in  the  chronicle  of  Pero  Nino,  Mosen 
Charles  de  Sabasil,  was  the  Sieur  de  Seignelai,  Charles  de 
Savoisy,  who  had  been  brought  up  with  Charles  VL,  and 
held  the  office  of  first  chamberlain  and  chief  cupbearer, 
and  who,  having  been  disgraced  at  court,  took  to  the  seas 
for  the  love  of  enterprise,  and  proposed  to  join  company 
with  Pero  Nino,  and  try  their  fortune  upon  the  English 
coast*  After  meeting  with  some  adventures^  in  which  their 
mode  of  proceeding  betokened  something  like  a  piratical 
spirit  of  plunder,  they  reached  the  coast  of  Cornwall,  and 
proceeded  eastward  along  the  coast,  occasionally  landing 
for  the  purpose  of  capture  and  plunder*  On  coming  into 
the  neighbourhood  of  Poole  harbour,  Pero  Nino  no  sooner 
heard  that  he  was  near  *^  Arripay's'^  place  of  abode,  than 
he  determined  to  return  the  visits  which  that  corsair,  as  he 
deemed  him,  had  paid  to  the  Spanish  coast*  Accordingly 
they  entered  the  harbour,  and  came  at  day«break  in  sight 
of  Poole.  The  town  was  not  walled ;  and  the  chronicler 
says  there  was  a  handsome  tower  with  a  cupola*  Here 
the  French  commaqder  thought  it  would  be  rash  to  attempt 
a  landing ;  and  when  the  Spaniard,  as  if  the  honour  of  his 
country  required  him  to  take  some  vengeance  here,  per« 
sisted  in  his  purpose,  Mosen  Charles  forbade  any  of  his 
people  to  land  with  him.  The  Spaniards  landed  under 
the  command  of  Perots  kinsman,  Fernando  Nino,  with 
orders  not  to  encumber  themselves  with  plunder,  but  to 
plant  their  banner  before  the  place,  and  set  the  houses  on 
fire*  One  large  building  was  maintained  awhile  against 
them ;  but  when,  after  a  stout  resistance,  they  forced  an 
entrance,  the  defendants  escaped  at  the  back  part ;  and 
here  the  invaders  found  arms  and  sea  stores  of  all  kinds : 
they  carried  ofi*  what  they  could,  and  then  set  the  store- 
house on  fire.    By -this  time,  the  English  had  collected,  in 
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Itome  force,  archers  and  men  at  anus ;  smd  haying  put 
themselves  in  array,  thej  came  so  near,  ssljs  the  chroniclert 
that  it  might  well  be  seen  who  was  of  a  ruddy  complexion, 
and  who  of  a  dark  one*  They  had  taken  the  doors  out  of 
the  houses,  which  they  contrived,  by  means  of  supports, 
to  place  before  them  as  pavaises,  to  protect  them  against 
the  cross-bow  shot.  Under  this  cover,  the  archers  kept 
up  a  brisk  discharge  with  such  effect  that  the  arbalisters 
dared  not  expose  themselves  while  they  stooped  to  charge 
their  afbalists.  Many  were  wodnded,  and  those  whose 
armour  protected  them,  are  described  as  fledged  with 
arrows.  Pero  Nino,  seeing  his  people  in  danger,  and  that 
they  were  beginning  to  fall  back,  landed  with  the  rest  of 
his  men  i  and  the  French  then,  notwithstanding  their  pre- 
vious determination,  hastened  with  all  speed,  like  brave 
men,  to  support  him.  He  set  up  the  cry  of  **  Santiago ! 
Santiago  !*'  and  the  English,  who,  even  by  their  enemies* 
account,  fought  right  well,  were  at  length  compelled  to 
retreat,  leaving  among  the  slain,  a  brother  of  Arripay%  a 
gallant  man  of  arms,  who  distingubhed  himself  by  his 
great  exertions  before  he  fell.  The  enemy  having  secured 
some  prisoners,  retired  to  their  vessels,  and  proceeded 
towards  Southampton^. 

The  particulars  gathered  relative  to  this  attack,  comprise 
several  points  of  utility  in  regard  to  the  present  enquiry, 
Poole  was  evidently,  at  that  period,  a  place  of  some  im- 
portance and  strength,  for  although  thus  attacked  by 
surprise  at  daybreak  by  a  hostile  force  of  no  mean  power, 
the  inhabitants  made  so  sturdy  a  resistance  that  the  enemy 
only  records  the  capture  of  the  contents  of  one  storehouse, 
and  a  few  prisoners.  The  main  object  was  far  from  having 
been  fully  accomplished.  That  the  force  was  not  con- 
temptible is  clear  from  the  fact,  that  the  squadron  fitted  oUI 
by  order  of  the  Castilian  monarch  was  most  liberally  pro- 
vided.   It  was  manned  with  the  ablest  men  who  could  be 


•  Cronica  del  Conde  D.  Tero Nino,  pt.  U,  c.  27.~Southey.  Nit  :  Hist:  ii,  21. 
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found,  either  as  soldiers  or  sailors ;  and  money  Was  not 
f<n^otten*  The  account  ako  evidences  that  the  old  church 
and  tower  with  a  cupola  had  been  previousljr  erected ;  but 
that  the  wall  which  surrounded  the  seaward  side  of  the 
town,  was  of  a  subsequent  date.  The  large  building  that 
Was  sacked  and  set  on  fire,  was  jprobably  that  since  known 
as  the  town  cellar. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  Poole  flourished  greatly 
beneath  the  genial  influence  of  courtly  favour;  owing^ 
probably,  much  of  the  attention«then  bestowed  on  it,  to  the 
circumstance  of  the  manor  being  then  vested  in  the  eon«» 
nections  of  the  monarch.  Thus  it  was,  doubtless,  through 
the  good  disposition  of  the  regent,  Bedford,  towards  his 
good  burgesses  of  Poole,  that  they  obtained  the  letters 
patent,  issued  in  the  1 1th  year  of  that  reign,  under  the 
authority  of  parliament*  By  this  grant,  Poole  was  elevated 
to  be  a  port  of  the  staple,  and  we  find  mention  therein 
made  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  port  of  Melcomb,  and  also 
**  how  notable  our  town  and  port  of  Poole  is  inhabited,  and 
the  great  multitude  of  people  there  is  there/'  The  inhabit 
tants  were  authorised  under  this  grant  to  fortify  their  town. 
The  fortifications  raised  in  consequence  of  this  licence, 
appear  to  have  been  a  wall  and  an  embattled  gate  of  stone, 
erected  on  the  north  of  the  town,  which  were  frequently 
repaired,  and  ultimately  rased  on  the  restoration  of  the 
Stuarts,  by  order  of  Charles  IL,  in  pursuance  of  that 
policy,  which  had  learnt  from  the  valuable  lessons  of 
experience,  how  dangerous  to  absolutism  was  the  power 
which  fortified  towns  placed  in  the  hands  of  disaffected 
subjects.  The  progress  of  alteration  and  improvement 
has  long  removed  all  trace  of  this  wall ;  but,  until  within 
the  last  few  years  the  fosse  with  which  it  was  protected,  and 
which  ran  across  the  narrow  isthmus  at  that  side  of  the 
town,  was  distinctly  traceable  at  either  end :  a  short  time 
will  suffice  to  make  its  site  a  matter  merelv  of  tradition 
and  history.     A  wall  was  also  erected  on  the  seaward 
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side  of  the  town,  which,  we  are  told  bj  Leland,  was 
commeooed  by  Ricbard  III*  Of  this,  at  the  time  in 
which  that  topographer  wrote,  there  were  remaining  but  a 
small  embattled  gate  and  some  of  an  embattled  wall. 

This  gate  and  a  portion  of  the  wall  are  still  in  existeDce, 
orossing  a  narrow  lane,  known  as  St.  Clem^it's  allej,  near 
the  qnaj,  and  may  be  traced  westward  through  several 
stores. 

This  monarch  also,  in  the  Slst  year  of  his  reign,  14539 
granted  by  charter  to  the  mayor,  baili&,  burgesses,  and 
inhabitants  of  Poole,  licence  to  hold  a  market  on  Thurs- 
days, and  two  fairs  annually,  oxie  on  the  feast  of  St.  Philip 
and  St.  James  and  seven  dajrs  following,  the  other  on  All 
Souls'  day  and  seven  days  following.  Under  this  charter 
these  foirs  were  free  marts;  freedom  from  purveyance 
and  from  arrest,  and  a  court  of  piedmpoudre  were  granted^ 

Richard  III.,  we  are  told,  considerably  countenanced 
this  place,  and,  in  addition  to  the  share  borne  by  him  in 
the  section  of  the  town  wall,  he  ^<  promised  large  thinges 
to  the  town  of  Pooled."  The  usurper  was  probably  in* 
duced  to  tbb  course  by  a  desire  to  improve  those  posses- 
sions which  he  appropriated  to  the  advancement  of  his 
own  revenues,  on  enforcing  the  confinement  of  the  ui^or- 
tunate  Edward  Plantagenet. 

Henry,  earl  of  Richmond,  in  prosecution  of  bis  claim 
to  the  crown  of  England,  sailed  from  St.  Malo,  on  the 
12tb  of  October,  1483,  with  f<nrty  ships  and  a  force  of 
five  thousand  men,  designing  to  make  a  descent  on  the 
western  coast  ot  England,  where  his  partisans  were  then 
in  arms,  arrangements  having  been  made  for  a  general 
insurrection  on  bis  arrivaL  In  the  attempt  to  cross  the 
channel,  however,  his  fleet  was  dispersed  by  a  violent 
storm  that  arose,  and  most  of  his  veeeets  were  compelled 
to  put  back ;  but  the  earl's  ship,  weathering  the  tempest, 
arrived  off  Poole  harbour.    He  found  the  coast  lined  with 


•  Leland,  IHn.  iii,  09. 
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men,  but  whether  friends  or  foes,  he  could  not  satisfactorily 
determine.  The  intended  revolt  had  been  discovered  bjr 
Richard,  who,  previously  to  the  arrival  of  the  earl,  had 
succeeded  in  crushing  the  rising  in  embryo,  had  taken  and 
beheaded  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  dispersed  the  rest 
of  the  confederates*  The  forces  of  Richard  appointed  to 
guard  the  coasts  had,  therefore,  instructions  not  to  oppose 
the  landing  of  Richmond,  but  to  make  signals  to  encou^ 
rage  him  to  leave  his  vessel ;  and  if  he  sent  for  intelligence, 
to  pretend  they  were  posted  there  by  the  duke  of  Buck^ 
ingham  to  receive  him.  The  earl,  however,  was  too 
cautious  to  be  entrapped  by  an  artifice,  which,  if  successful, 
would  have  thrown  him  entirely  into  the  power  of  his 
relentless  enemy.  On  his  sending  a  boat  to  the  shore  with 
a  communication,  it  returned  with  an  answer  which  he  mis-« 
trusted,  and  as  no  other  portion  of  his  fleet  arrived  within 
sight,  he  *^  weighed  up  his  anchor,  halsed  up  his  sails,  and 
having  a  prosperous  and  streinable  wind,  and  a  fresh  gale, 
sent  even  by  God  to  deliver  him  from  that  peril,  arrived 
safe  in  Normandy."<^  The  tempest,  which  dispersed  his 
fleet,  had  been  his  preservation ;  for  if  he  had  effected  a 
landing  after  the  failure  of  Buckingham,  the  fortunes  of 
the  Tudors  would,  in  all  human  likelihood,  never  have 
obtained  that  ascendant  which  brought  with  it  to  the  natioQ 
so  much  evil  and  so  much  greater  good* 

The  issue  of  the  field  of  Bosworth  prevented  the  realiza* 
tion  of  the  promises  made  to  Poole  by  Richard  IIL  i  and 
it  would  seem  that  his  successor  regarded  with  no  partial 
eye  a  place  favoured  by  his  opponent,  and  at  which  he  was 
himself  so  nearly  made  the  victim  of  stratagem ;  and  we 
find  accordingly,  that  throughout  the  reign  of  Henry  VII., 
Poole  is  little  mentioned,  and  sufiered  a  temporary  deden-r 
sion.  The  duration  of  its  commercial  decline  was,  however, 
but  brief;  and  its  former  course  of  gradual  prosperity  was 
recovered  in  the  following  reign.    The  privileges  conceded 

•  HoUoAhed,  419. 
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to  the  town  by  the  charters  of  other  raonarchs,  had  probably 
fallen  somewhat  into  desuetude,  and  they  were  all  con- 
firmed by  a  charter  granted  in  the  3rd  Henry  VIIL  This 
king,  from  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  entertained 
intuitions  of  instituting  hostilities  with  France,  and  therefore 
gave  much  attention  to  the  defence  of  the  southern  coast ; 
and  privileges  were  granted  to  many  ports  with  a  view  of 
inducing  the  inhabitants  to  undertake  defensive  plans.  It 
is  likely  that  this  confirmation  of  the  ancient  privileges 
of  Poole  was  made  that  it  might  operate  as  such  an 
inducement :  and  as  the  hostilities  between  England  and 
France  had  not  terminated  in  the  12th  year  of  Henry*s 
reign,  it  is  fair  to  attribute  to  a  similar  motive,  a  royal 
grant  then  made  to  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  Poole, 
specially  licensing  them  to  purchase  as  much  wood  as  they 
might  need  from  the  royal  forests  in  Hampshire  and  Sussex, 
and  to  convey  the  same  without  let,  disturbance,  or  contra- 
diction. 

In  the  18th  year  of  Henry  VIIL,  Sept.  4,  1526,  by  a 
charter  from  the  lord  high  admiral  of  England,  the  ancient 
exempt  admiralty  jurisdiction  of  this  port  was  confirmed. 

A  grant,  sanctioned  by  authority  of  parliament,  was  made, 
34th  Henry  VIIL,  1542,  licensing  the  mayor,  burgesses, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  port  of  Poole,  to  erect, 
make,  frame,  and  set  up  at,  in,  and  upon  the  king*s  waste 
ground  and  common^  within  the  said  town  called  Bajrter, 
in  a  place  there  most  requisite  and  convenient,  at  their 
proper  costs  and  charges,  one  good  and  sufficient  wind- 
mill to  serve  the  said  town  and  port,  and  the  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  same ;  and  to  take  and  have  one  hundred 
feet  of  assize  square  of  the  said  waste  ground  for  a  conve- 
nient hill  to  be  made  to  set  one  windmill  upon :  and  also 
like  liberty  and  license  to  set  one  conduit  head  at  Totnam, 
within  the  king's  waste  ground,  without  the  flaid  town  of 
Poole,  taking  and  having  sixteen  feet  of  assize  square  of 

*  The  ounor  wm  at  tliia  Itmo  rested  in  the  eroim. 
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iihe  same  ground  for  the  situation  of  the  same  coiiduit  bead, 
Tor  the  conveying  of  fresh  water  for  the  serving  of  the  said 
Itown,  and  to  have  also  like  free  liberty  lo  dig  and  draw  in, 
by,  through,  and  upon  all  places  and  ways  thereunto  most 
meet  and  convenient,  with  free  course  and  recourse  unto 
and  from  the  same  at  all  times  hereafter  for  ever,  yielding 
ahd  paying  therefor  yearly  to  the  king,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  one  pepper-corn,  if  it  be  asked  for. 

A  well  at  Tatnam  had  been  used  and  kept  in  repair  by 
ifae  town  previously  to  this  grant,  as  appears  from  an  entry 
in  an  old  book  of  accounts,  from  which  we  learn  that  in 
1540,  the  corporation  made  a  payment  **  for  the  labour  of 
two  men  to  dig  about  the  well  at  Totnam.''  But  after  the 
Issue  of  this  grant,  the  well  was  greatly  improved  and  en« 
larged,  as  under  the  date  of  June,  1545,  we  find  entered, 
•*Ther  was  pd.  to  Mr.  Notherell  towards  the  condyte, 
'xiiijli.** 

In  ancient  times  the  inhabitants  of  Poole  served  a  beacon 
'At  Worbarrow,  in  the  isle  of  Purbeck.  Beacons  were  for- 
tnerly  established  along  the  coast  as  signals  for  the  better 
securing  the  kingdom  from  foreign  invasion.  They  gene- 
Tally  consisted  of  long  poles,  whereon  were  fastened  pitch 
barrels  to  be  fired  by  night,  and  to  smoke  by  day,  to  give 
notice  in  a  few  hours  to  the  whole  kingdom  of  an  approach- 
ing invasion.  They  were  erected  under  the  king's  author- 
ity, by  commissioners  appointed  under  the  great  seal,  who 
had  also  power  to  assess  the  adjoining  hundreds  for  the 
maintenance  of  each  beacon,  and  the  keeping  a  needful 
watch  in  the  time  of  danger.  Tlie  duty  of  watching  was 
imposed  on  the  inhabitants  possessed  of  certain  substance, 
and  who  generally  performed  this  duty  vicariously,  by 
"  hoblers,"  men  mounted  on  light  horses,  who  remained 
at  the  station  to  give  notice  to  the  country  on  any  alarm  or 
the  approach  of  an  enemy.  In  an  old  manuscript,  in  the 
possession  of  the  corporation,  dated  1544,  is  a  list  of  ^'all 
ther  namys  that  of  owlde  tyme  have  been  acustomyd  and 
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owgbt  to  fynd  hoblers  to  kepe  the  watche,  in  the  tjme  q( 
warre,  att  the  bekon  callyd  Werybarowe."  After  thijj 
follow  lists  pf  the  hoblers  who  kept  watch,  &c.  in  the  jears 
1513,  154Q,  1543,  and  1544. 

When  Philip  and  Mary,  in  conjunction  with  Spain,  bad 
entered  into  hostilities  ag^ainst  France,  measures  were  taken 
to  put  the  south  coast  in  a  state  of  defence,  so  as  to  repel 
the  threatened  attempts  at  invasion  by  the  enemy;  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  following  letter  addressed  by  the 
Iprds  of  the  privy  council,  "  to  our  lovyng  frynds  the  maior 
and  his  brethren  of  the  towne  of  Poole,"  dated  March  2, 
1^7-8. 

^*  After  our  ryghte  hartj  comendacions  all  be  hji  we 
dowght  not  but  you  knowing  that  the  enemy  practisyth  bj 
all  wayes  and  menes  the  anoyaunce  and  hurt  of  all  the 
queues  ma^^  good  subiects  spesially  upp^  the  sea  costs 
will  forese  and  have  vigilant  eye  to  the  securtie  and 
defense  of  your  selfes  and  that  towne  evt  have  we  towght 
good  too  put  yow  in  remembrans  thereof  and  therewyth  to 
requier  yowr  assemblyng  yourselues  together  to  call  such 
others  before  yow  as  be  resyant  and  dwellynff  w'^^in  the 
p'syncts  of  your  lyberteis  ana  to  tak  order  for  the  kepyng 
mannvng  and  strenffhtheing  of  your  fort  and  towne  ther  as 
may  best  seme  for  tne  defense  of  the  same  and  your  selves 
and  such  as  shalbe  obstynat  and  refuse  (as  whe  thynke 
ther  wilbe  none)  to  be  contributors  ther  vnto  resons^bully 
for  his  porcion  whe  will  yow  to  s'tefy  vs  therof  ande  so 
byqde  them  in  obligacion  to  aper  before  vs  to  anns'  the 
same  this  fare  ye  well  from  the  corte  the  second  of  M*ch. 
a<>  1567." — Signed  by  Winchester,  T.  Sussex,  Pembroke, 
Anthony  Montagve,  F.  Clyntton,  Edward  Hastings,  T. 
Darcy,  Rutland. 

It  appears,  from  the  charter  granted  to  the  town  in  the 
IQth  year  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  that  this  place  at  that 
time  laboured  under  one  of  those  temporary  depressions  to 
which  commercial  towns  have  always  been  peculiarly  sub- 
ject, and  which  a  state  of  almost  continued  warfare  and 
trouble  would  naturallv  induce ;  and  the  observations  of 
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Camden  and  Coker#  on  this  subject  are  in  part  confirmed 
by  the  testimony  of  the  official  record.  The  grant  of  this 
charter  constitutes  the  most  important  event  in  the  political 
history  of  the  town.  It  invested  Poole  with  the  dignity, 
and  endowed  it  with  the  privileges,  of  a  county  corporate, 
and  by  the  careful  attention  which  it  bestowed  on  the  en- 
couragement  of  commercial  transactions,  gave  a  vigour  and 
permanence  to  the  footing  which  the  port  thenceforth 
assumed. 

During  the  sixteenth  and  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
centuries,  a  very  considerable  trade  in  beer  was  carried  on 
between  this  town  and  the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey, 
which  were  supplied  with  that  beverage  from  hence. 
Reference  to  this  trade  is  found  in  the  proceedings  between 
the  earl  of  Huntingdon  and  the  town  in  1610;  and  we  find 
previously  a  course  of  protracted  litigation  between  some 
of  the  brewers  and  the  corporation,  who  claimed  a  duty  on 
the  beer  brewed  in  the  town.  In  these  contests,  one  Nich- 
olas Curry  appears  to  have  performed  the  part  of  agitator- 
in-chief.  He  was  one  of  those  unsettled  and  turbulent 
characters,  of  which  almost  every  town  in  every  age  fur- 
nishes some  sort  of  specimen,  who, — partly  from  a  love  of 
notoriety,  partly  from  the  influence  of  discontented  feelings, 
which  seek  to  inoculate  society  with  their  own  disease,  and 
still  more,  perhaps,  from  an  indulgence  of  rankling  envy, — 
are  ever  found  resisting  authority,  and  stimulating  amongst 
the  mass  of  the  population,  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction,  of 
restlessness,  and  contentious  opposition.  In  the  possession 
of  such  a  spirit,  Poole  appears  not  to  have  been  deficient 
at  any  period  of  which  record  has  come  down  to  our 
time :  and  Nicholas  Curry  had  little  difficulty  in  exciting  it 
into  action.  It  appears  that  the  ancient  revenues  of  the 
corporation  not  having  been  sufficient  for  the  necessary  ex- 
penditure, an  order  was  obtained  from  the  privy  council, 
t.  Mary,  authorizmg  the  inhabitants  to  assemble  together 

•  Camdcu,  Brit:  Dortct.—Coker,  Dorset,  85. 
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for  the  purpose  of  levying  such  local  taxes  as  might  be 
most  convenient ;  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  agreed 
to  levy  an  impost  upon  beer  brewed  by  the  common  brew- 
ersy  to  the  amount  of  4s.  a  brewlock^,  being  about  Id.  a 
kilderkin.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  a  complaint  was 
made  to  the  privy  council  by  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants, 
styling  themselves  "  the  inhabitants  and  poor  commons," 
alleging  that  the  corporation  had  laid  upon  them  grievous 
taxations  and  exactions,  whereof  they  affirmed  they  had 
prayed  to  be  relieved,  or  else  to  be  suffered  to  make  their 
provisions  elsewhere,  which  the  corporation  refused,  and 
made  benefit  thereof  to  themselves,  and  did  not  employ 
it  to  any  good  purpose,  or  to  the  reparation  of  any  de« 
cayed  place  or  defence ;  and  also  they  complained  of  a 
new  charge  upon  meal  and  other  grain ;  and  further  charged 
the  corporation  with  haviqg  imprisoned  the  said  com- 
plainants, either  for  complaining  to  any  others,  or  without 
any  cause  or  offence.  The  corporation,  in  their  answer  to 
this  complaint,  stated  that  the  town  being  an  ancient  port 
and  well  replenished  with  ships  and  mariners,  so  the 
havens,  ditches,  walls,  church,  quay,  and  other  places  were 
very  chargeable  to  be  kept  in  repair,  towards  the  defray- 
ing whereof  and  the  common  burthens  of  the  town,  they 
(the  corporation)  had  not  above  £12  yearly  rent,  which 
was  insufficient  to  defray  the  charge  even  of  the  necessary 
officers  of  the  town ;  which  having  been  considered  by  tlie 
council  of  the  late  queen  Mary,  it  had  been  ordered  that 
the  inhabitants  should  assemble  and  make  such  taxes  as 
might  be  thought  meet  to  defray  the  said  charges ;  that  in 
compliance  with  this  order,  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty  assembled,  and  finding  the 'estate  of  the  in- 
habitants to  be  very  poor  in  ability,  as  tiiey  still  continued, 
and  therefore  not  able  to  raise  any  tax  upon  merchandize, 
as  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do,  and  considering  what 

•  "Brcwlock"— BiAiMM, — •  brewing:  the  whole  quantity  brewed  it  one  time; 
Sat  ithich,  in  mui>  mauur»,  tull  wu  paid. 
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gre^i  charges  they  had  been  at  in  procuriog  necessary  fuel 
^8  well  for  the  brewers  as  the  other  inhabitants,  without 
any  charge  unto  them^  the  corporation  thought  it  most 
convenient  to  impose  a  tax  upon  such  as  should  buy  beer  of 
the  common  brewers  of  the  town,  not  exceeding  four  shil* 
lings  on  every  brewlock,  containing  three  tuns  of  beer  or 
thereabouts,  being  after  the  rate  of  one  penny  a  kilderkin, 
which  was  the  only  tax  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants,  and 
bad  been  applied  to  the  repairing  of  the  havens,  &c. ;  they 
denied  that^  they  had  refused  the  inhabitants  leave  to  miake 
their  provisions  elsewhere ;  and,  as  to  the  tax  on  meal^, 
they  alleged  that  it  had  been  willingly  paid  by  the  millers 
^nd  others  frequenting  the  market  with  grain,  in  co;isidera- 
tion  of  having  a  market  house  provided  for  their  accom- 
modation by  the  corporation ;  they  also  denied  the  charge 
of  imprisonment,  and  complained  that  some  of  the  inha- 
bitants had  of  late  contemned  the  magistn^sy  and  govern- 
ment of  the  town.  The  *^  inhabitants  and  poor  commons'' 
put  in  a  reply  to  this  which  is  remarkable  but  for  its 
quaintness.  Tlie  consequence  of  these  proceedings  was 
that  a  commission  was  issued  by  the  privy  council,  directed 
to  George  Trenchard,  Thomas  Hanam,  George  Turberville, 
and  Richard  Sidwaye,  esquires.  These  commissioners 
repaired  to  Poole,  Feb.  21,  1582,  and  having  heard  both 
parties  apd  their  witnesses,  came  to  a  determination  to 
repeal  all  former  taxations,  as  well  on  beer  as  on  meal,  and 
to  the  end  that  the  town  debts  might  be  satisfied,  with  all 
necessary  charges  for  tlie  provision  and  maintenance  of  the 
town,  haven,  quay,  walls,  &c.,  it  was  adjudged  that  all 
brewers  of  beer  or  ale  within  the  town  and  persons  bring- 
ing ale  or  beer  into  tlie  town  should  pay  one  penny  per 
kilderkin;  and  that  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  in 
building  the  market-house,  a  general  contribution  should 
be  fortliwith  equally  levied  on  the  inhabitants.    The  order 

•  This  lax  wm  three  quarters  of  a  wine  pint  on  every  bushel  of  grain  or  me«l.    At 
that  time  a  pitched  corn  market  was  held  in  the  town. 
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of  the  comitiissibners  yvas  confirmed  by  thie  privy  ebuhcil, 
-Dec.  17, 1684 :  atad  a  further  bonfirmation  was  made  in 
1685^  But  notwithstanding  this,  Nicholas  Curry  and  others 
refused  to  obey  the  order,  and  had  divers  tuMtiltuous 
proceedings  in  resistance  thereof;  on  which  the  council 
again  interfered,  and  ordeiied  the  knayor  and  his  brethren 
to  apprehend  the  said  Curry  and  others  and  keep  them  in 
custody  until  they  should  conform.  In  the  corporation 
records  are  many  entri^  of  the  compositions  between  the 
brewers  and  the  corporation,  by  which  the  former  agreed 
to  pay  a  fixed  sum  per  the  brewlock,  instead  of  one  penny 
the  kilderkin*  This  duty  appears  to  have  been  paid  up  to 
1694. 

A  commission  for  a  general  muster  of  the  town  of  Poole 
having  been  issued  in  1673,  a  census  of  the  population  was 
taken  by  Robert  Nicholas  and  Dennb  Howse,  con$taT)les, 
in  May,  1674,  and  is  still  preserved,  from  which  we  are 
enabled  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  town  in  regard  to  the  population  of  the 
kingdom  at  that  time,  and  its  present  position  in  that  re- 
spect. Fy  the  above  census,  it  appears  that  the  total 
number  of  inhabitants  was  1373,  of  whom  166  were 
householders  and  under-tenants.  The  population  of  Eng- 
land about  this  time  appears,  from  a  loose  sort  of  census 
taken  in  1688,  to  have  been  about  4,400,000 ;  so  that  the 
population  of  Poole,  as  compared  with  that  of  all  England, 
was  as  1  to  3204 ;  whilst,  by  the  census  of  1836,  the  popu- 
lation of  the  town,  subjected  to  the  same  comparison,  was 
as  1  to  2026.  This  census  of  1674  was  doubtless  taken 
partly  with  a  view  to  the  more  efficient  manning  of  Brownsea 
castle,  as  one  of  the  many  measures  adopted  to  put  the 
south  coast  in  a  state  of  strength,  in  preparation  for  the 
hostilities  with  which  the  kingdom  was  threatened ;  for  at 
the  end  of  the  general  census  b  a  list  of  116  names  of 
those  "  that  are  to  attend  to  svrve  at  the  castell  of  Brown- 

m 

sea.'*    To  this  census  is  also  added  a  list  of  the  owners  of 
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ships  and  ballingers  belonging  to  the  town»  together  iviih 
the  names  of  such  ships  and  ballingers,  twenty  in  number. 
It  likewise  gives  an  account  of  thirteen  poor  people  in  the 
alms  house,  and  six  in  the  alms  house  in  west  street. 

Throughout  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  she  was  careful  in 
attending  to  the  state  of  the  ports,  and  encouraging  and 
securing  navigation  ;  and,  under  her  auspices,  by  the 
wisdom  of  her  councillors  and  the  gallantry  and  talents  of 
the  brave  naval  heroes  who  gave  such  lustre  and  renown  to 
her  sway,  the  navy  and  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom 
made  rapid  progress  towards  that  proud  pre-eminence  they 
have  so  long  occupied  amongst  nations.  With  other 
measures  adopted  with  this  view,  strenuous  efforts  were 
made  to  repress  those  piratical  expeditions  which  the 
mariners  of  all  nations  down  to  that  time  had  been  too 
wont  to  undertake.  In  1577-8,  a  commission  under  the 
great  seal  was  issued,  directed  to  the  mayor  of  Poole, 
William  marquis  of  Winchester,  Thomas  viscount  Howard 
of  Bindon,  sir  Henry  Ashley,  sir  Matthew  Arrundell,  sir 
John  Horsey,  sir  John  Yonge,  the  recorder  of  Poole, 
George  Trencher,  and  William  Hussey ,  esquires ; — reciting 
that  divers  ill  disposed  persons  had  of  late  in  sundry 
vessels  and  ships  frequented  the  seas  upon  the  coasts  of  the 
realm,  robbing  and  spoiling  honest  quiet  merchants  and 
others,  which  pirates  were  victualled  and  furnished  by  per- 
sons residing  near  or  within  the  havens,  creeks,  or  landing 
places  of  the  realm,  taking  the  stolen  goods  of  the  pirates 
in  exchange ; — appointing  the  above  commissioners  to  pre- 
vent such  enormities  being  used  in  the  havens,  creeks,  and 
landing  places  of  the  town  of  Poole ; — directing  them  to 
choose  honest,  discreet,  and  trusty  persons,  dwelling  within 
or  near  every  of  the  said  havens,  creeks,  and  landing 
places  of  the  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  such  preven- 
tion ;  to  repair  once  every  month  to  such  havens,  &c.,  to 
ascertain  how  the  deputies  performed  their  duties ; — and 
empowering  them  to  issue  precepts  to  the  sheriff  to  empannel 
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juries  to  try  ofibnders*  A  similar  commission  was  issued  in 
1593^  directed  to  the  major  of  the  town,  Giles  Escourt,  ^ . 
esq.,  recorder,  William  Newman,  William  Green,  John  f  r 
Rogers,  and  William  Dyker,  with  additional  power  to  i4g^, 
arm,  furnish,  array,  and  set  forth  any  ship  or  ships,  bark 
or  barks,  or  other  vessel,  for  arresting  and  apprehending 
the  pirates  and  rovers,  and  to  try  them. 

In  1684,  Dec.  38,  a  commission  was  sent  down  to  the 
port  of  Poole,  from  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  directed 
to  the  mayor  and  others,  and  instructing  them  to  allow  no 
person  to  pass  out  of  or  into  the  realm,  unless  upon  due 
examination ;  to  take  bonds  of  the  masters  and  owners  of 
ships  that  they  would  not  convey  unlicensed  passengers ; 
and  to  arrest  suspected  persons*  This  commission  appears 
to  have  been  fully  acted  upon ;  many  proceedings  con* 
sequent  thereon  are  recorded;  and  many  letters  are 
preserved  that  passed  between  the  council  and  the  comm 
missioners.  In  the  following  year  a  general  embargo 
was  laid  upon  shipping,  which  was  the  occasion  of  Nicholas 
Curry  again  acting  a  conspicuous  part,  A  complaint  was 
made  against  him  of  stirring  up  the  people  to  resist  the 
orders  of  the  mayor  and  council  of  the  town^  and  he  was 
afterwards  apprehended  on  suspicion  of  an  intention  to 
visit  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Spain,  but  was  liberated 
on  parole. 

The  orders  in  council  issued  about  this  time  for  the 
restraint  of  shipping  gave  rise  to  a  question  of  disputed 
jurisdiction  between  the  authorities  of  Poole  and  the  officers 
of  the  vice-admiral  of  Dorset :  and  these  disputes  led,  in 
one  instance,  to  an  unfortunate  collision,  attended  with  loss 
of  life.  On  the  4th  of  February,  1589,  an  order  was 
issued  by  the  lord  high  admiral  of  England  *^  for  the  staye 
of  all  shippinge  within  the  ports  and  uppon  the  sea  costs  of 
thb  realme  in  respect  of  some  speciall  syrvice  to  be  donne, 
as  shall  hereafter  appeare;'*  and  the  vice*admirab  of  the 
maritime  counties  were  accordingly  commanded  ^^  to  make 
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staje  and  to  cotitjoewe  the  restrainte  of  all  sucfa  sliippeSf 
barcks,  and  other  serviseable  vesseb  as  are  or  shalbe  founde 
within  the  havens  and  ports  of  their  severall  jurisdictions } 
^nd  in  easse  there  shatbe  anj  vessells  fraighted  and  laden 
readye  to  go  forthe  in  short  Yoiages,  and  maje  retome 
before  the  first  of  Marche  next,  upon  signification  from  the 
said  vice  admiralles  made  by  their  letters  to  the  privy 
council  or  the  lord  admirall  of  the  burden  and  qualytye  of 
the  shippes,  to  whom  they  appartayne,  and  to  what  places 
they  are  bounde,  consideracion  shalbe  hade  to  lycence 
them  to  p 'forme  ther  pretendid  voyadge  so  as  they  may 
return  before  the  daye  prefixed/'  In  pursuance  of  these 
instructions,  Francis  Hawley,  esq.,  vice-admiral  for  the 
county  of  Dorset,  then  residing  at  Corfe  Castle,  sent  the 
following  warrant  to  the  officers  at  Poole  : — 

**  By  vertue  of  the  late  restraynte  this  present  daye 
lecevyd  bearinge  the  tenor  of  the  firste  and  with  more 
vehemency  from  theLo.  Admyrall  and  the  reste  of  my  IL  of 
here  ma*"  most  honorable  cownsell,  and  for  as  much  as  I 
hold  it  good  for  the  better  execucion  thereof,  that  as  well 
your  towne  and  countye  of  Poole  as  the  castell  be  admo« 
nyshede  thereof,  1  doo  therfore  chardge  you  and  in  here 
ma'«*  name  requyere  you  and  everye  of  you  that  you  suffer 
not  any  barcke,  shippe,  or  vessell,  whatsoever,  or  whence 
soever  to  passe  owt  your  porte,  other  then  in  small  vessells 
from  porte  to  porte  oniye  within  this  realme>  and  that 
uppon  ^ood  bands  before  taken  in  here'  ma**"  costom 
howsse  ther  of  the  m'  and  owner  of  any  suche  vessell,  and 
if  in  any  casse  you  shall  fynd  cawso  why,  then  doo  I  by 
vertewe  of  the  aforesayde  requyer  you  to  take  away  the 
saylles  of  all  suche  shippes,  barcks,  and  vessells,  which  you 
shall  suspecte,  and  so  making  no  doubt  that  you  or  any  of 
you  in  re^rde  of  the  greate  importance  will  faylle  in  the 
p'misses  I  bid  you  hartelye  farewell.  From  the  castell  of 
Corfie,  in  haste,  the  x'^  of  Februarye,  1689. 

Your  very  lovynge  ffrynde> 
Fra.  Hawley." 


« 


To  my  wonKipfuU  freendB  the  mayor, 
costomer,  and  other  her  matict 
officers  in  Poole." 
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The  officers  of  Poole,  on  receiving  this  warrant, 
gave  to  Walter  Meryatt,  owner  and  master  of  the  bark» 
*  Bountiful  Gift/  license  to  sail  for  London,  and  with  the 
view  of  securing  a  safe  passage  by  Brownsea  castle,  then 
occupied  by  Walter  Partridge,  under  the  orders  of  Mr. 
Hawley,  the  following  warrant  was  sent  to  Partridge,  by 
the  hands  of  Meryatt :  — 

^^Thes  are  to  let  you  to  understande  that  the  bearer 
hereof,  Walter  Meryatt,  m'  of  a  barcke  callyd  the  BountifuU 
Gyfte,  bound  for  London,  laden  with  coperos  for  Mr. 
Pnillipe  Smythe  hath  entered  into  bande  here  to'di&P 
chardge  ytt  at  London,  Thes  are  to  praye  you  to  p'mitt 
here  to  passe  withowt  any  your  lette  or  molestacions. 
From  Poole,  this  xi***  of  Feoruarye,  1589. 

Richard  Sidwaye,  coll. 
Nicholas  Symson,  comtro. 
Roheri  Gregorye,  sercher.*' 

''To  the  goonner  att  the 
castell  cf  Brownseye.** 

On  reachiBg  the  castle,  this  warrant  was  presented  to 
Partridge,  who  disputed  its  sufficiency  and  refused  to 
allow  the  vessel  to  pass  unless  with  the  production  of  a 
license  under  the  hand  of  Mr.  Hawley.  Meryatt,  however, 
attempted  to  pass,  and  two  shots  were  fired  at  hb  vessel 
from  the  castle,  the  second  of  which  struck  her  between 
wind  and  water,  and  so  severely  wounded  Meryatt  and  one 
of  his  men,  William  Drake,  that  they  died  within  a  few 
hours.  At  an  inquest  held  on  the  bodies  before  the 
coroners  for  the  town  and  county  of  Poole,  a  verdict  of 
wilful  murder  was  returned  against  Walter  Partridge,  who 
was  tried  at  an  admiralty  court,  held  at  Corfe  Castle,  when, 
as  we  learn  from  an  old  record,  he  **  was  condenmyd  of 
manslawter,  and  hee  could  not  have  the  benyfjrtt  of  his 
booke  to  saff  his  lyff,  becawsse  of  a  statut  that  is,  that  any 
matter  of  fellony  doonn  uppon  the  sea,  he  cannot  have  his 
booke."  Whether,  being  thus  denied  the  benefit  of  clergy, 
the  convict  was  executed,  or  whether  he  was  pardoned, 
does  not  appear. 
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.  Before  tlib  transaction,  there  appear  to  have  been  re« 
peated    disputes  between  Partridge  and  the  people  of  j 

Poole,  as  to  the  right  of  conveying  passengers  to  and  from 
the  north  and  south  havens.^ 

.  When  Elizabeth  assisted  the  states  of  the  Low  Countries  in 
their  hostilities  with  Spain,  Poole  was  the  port  of  embarka- 
tion for  three  hundred  soldiers,  levied  in  the  counties  of 
Somerset  and  Dorset,  and  who  sailed  hence  for  Flushing  " 

in  four  ships* 

In  1594,  rumours  Ivere  abroad  that  a  second  and  more 
formidable  armada  had  been  completed,  and  intelligence 
came  from  many  quarters  that  the  conquest  of  England 
Would  be  again  attempted*  Upon  this  men  were  levied  in 
all  the  maritime  counties,  and  a  watch  and  ward  appointed 
to  be  kept  upon  the  sea  coast* 

The  establishment  of  the  protestant  faith  under  Elizabeth 
was  not  unaccompanied  by  that  extreme  degree  of  hostility 
between  the  adherents  of  the  contending  doctrines  which  is 
too  frequently  the  attendant  of  polemical  difference,  though 
the  great  numerical  preponderance  of  the  protestants 
effectually  prevented  any  appeal  to  the  sword.  The  foU 
lowers  of  the  church  of  Rome,  though  a  minority,  were, 
however,  actively  engaged  in  endeavours  to  prepare  the 
mind  of  the  people  for  a  purposed  restoration  of  the  papal 
faith — an  event  which  a  little  reflection  on  the  ancient 
hereditary  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  progress  of  that  faith 
ever  manifested  by  the  English  nation  might  have  shewn  to 
be  impracticable.  In  furtherance  of  this  project,  schools 
were  established  in  France  and  Spain,  for  the  education  of 
English  youth  in  the  Romish  doctrines,  which  they  were 
afterwards  to  import  and  spread  amongst  their  country* 

*  At  a  court  of  idmiralty,  held  Aug.  25,  1561,  the  Jury  presented  *'  that  the  goon- 
ner  of  Bronkseye  castell  doth  moleste  the  inhabitants  of  the  towne  and  will  not  sufi^ 
them  to  passe  any  p*aons  ftom  northaren  pointe  to  southaren  pointe  butt  doth 
threaten  them  to  shoote  att  them  and  ryolentlye  doth  take  ther  monye  trom  them 
wh'  is  not  onlye  a  greatt  hinderaunce  to  poore  men  that  were  woonte  to  gayne  nonye 
that  waycs  butt  also  an  infk-ynglnge  of  our  lyberties  wherefore  wee  thincke  ytt  rerye 
iiecessarye  to  be  rwnctlyd."— Book  of  the  Admiralty  Court. 
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hiehi^  These  proceedings  afford  a  justification  for  many 
of  the  severe  measures  adopted  bv  the  queen.  In  order  to 
Iput  a  stop  to  this  species  of  emigration,  she  issued  commis- 
sions for  the  examinqJioQ  of  persons  going  abroad,  and  the 
apprehettsion  of  suspected  persons*  The  commisaon  for 
the  county  of  Dorset,  of  which  a  copy  was  sent  to  the 
mayor  and  other  officers  of  Poole,  so  distinctly  developes 
the  evils  which  it  was  sought  to  remedy,  that  we  subjoin  a 
copy  of  it: — 

"  To  or*  verie  lovinge  friendes  sir  Richard  Rogers,  sir 
George  Trenchard,  and  sir  Ralfe  Horsey,  knights,  and 
Harry  Hawleighe,  esquire,  vice  admirall  ot  the  countie  of 
Dorsett,  and  the  mayor  and  other  officers  of  the  seuerall 
porte  townes. 

"  After  our  verie  hartie  comendacions,  her  ma***  beinge 
informed  that  for  want  of  due  care  and  reg^arde  in  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ports  in  the  maritane  countries  who  ought  to 
looke  to  sucn  as  goe  into  the  p*tes  beyonde  the  seas,  or 
arry  ve  heere  from  tnence  and  throughe  the  corrupcion  of 
some  maisters  of  shippes  and  of  small  barkes  being  prac- 
tized with  by  semynaries  and  fugitives  and  other  lewde 
p*sons  to  that  end  not  onlie  manie  youthes  are  dailie  con- 
veyed forthe  of  this  realme  vnto  the  seminaries  beyonde  the 
seas  wher  they  are  not  onely  brought  up  in  erronieus  doc- 
trynes  but  verie  manie  oi  them  being  infected  both  in 
religion  and  alsoe  in  evill  affection  to  her  msfi^  and  the  State 
are  sent  and  doe  retowme  from  thence  and  soe  disperse 

*  One  of  these  schools  wss  fonnded  at  St  Omer,  and  Che  intent  of  their  establish- 
ment is  well  described  in  the  following  extract  from  Historical  Collections  by  Jean 
Hendricq,  citizen  of  St.  Omer,  from  1504  to  IfiOft:  MS.  in  the  library  at  St  Omer. 

**  1009.  The  house  in  which  the  English  chUdren  Uve,  wss  built  and  rented  by  the 
catholic  king  of  Spain  towards  the  year  1998,  who  wss  then  only  prince  of  Spain. 

*' At  present  there 'are  above  one  hundred  and  sixty  English  children  of  good 
funilies,  which  are  sent  here  secretly  by  their  parents  who  are  faithftil  catholics,  that 
they  may  receive  a  good  education,  and  learn  latin  under  the  discipline  of  father 
Giles  Scondoncq.  a  learned  and  excellent  Jesuit,  who,  assisted  by  several  English 
fathers,  hss  filled  the  house  so  completely,  that  there  hss  been  added  to  it  the  house 
which  belonged  to  the  old  dowsger  countess  of  Roeux,  so  that  it  is  a  pleasure  now  to 
go  and  see  it,  with  the  chapel,  which  he  afterwards  built,  which  is  very  handsome. 
<tc,&c. 

**  The  English  children,  after  they  have  finished  their  education  h«re,  and  after 
having  learned  rhetorick,  are  sent  into  Spain  to  finish  their  studies ;  and,  according 
to  their  capacities,  they  are  admitted  to  the  ecclesiastical  orders ;  others  are  placed  in 
different  situations ;  so,  being  established,  they  may  bring  forth  good  fruits  amongst 
their  countrymen,  who  are  bigoted  Huguenots." 
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themselves  into  divers  p*ts  of  the  realme  to  seduce  her 
ma^^  subiects  and  to  sowe  the  seede  of  discontente  and  re* 
bellious  humors  whereof  some  have  been  wroughte  to 
attempte  most  horrible  practizes  even  a^inst  the  sacred 
p'son  of  her  ma^®  This  of  late  beinge  lounde  so  comon 
as  weekelie  there  hath  bene  some  sent  up  hether  vnto  vs 
that  were  taken  in  seu'all  p'ts  of  the  realme  to  her  ma^^ 
great  charg^e  and  yet  more  doe  escape  and  verie  manie  are 
sufired  dailie  to  goe  over  the  Seas  that  afterwarde  become 
evell  affected  and  daung^rous  p'sons  to  the  estate  To 
meete  with  this  inconvenience  it  is  thought  meete  as  the 
like  beeretofore  hath  bene  done  not  onelieto  renewe  a  strict 
charge  and  comandement  to  the  mayors  and  oflScers  of  the 
seu'aul  porte  townes  to  have  espesial  care  to  suffer  none 
heerafter  to  passe  ouer  the  seas  but  knowne  m'diants  ther 
facto"  or  other  p'sons  knowne  vnto  them  to  be  meete  to  be 

f)'mitted  to  goe  m  trade  of  m'chandise  or  that  have  lawefull 
ycence  or  that  are  sent  for  occasions  in  her  ma^^  service 
and  affaires  And  to  staie  all  others  that  shall  attempte  to 
passe  over  the  seas,  and  to  plsent  them  to  the  comyssion's 
appointed  for  that  oppose  ana  in  like  manner  to  take  a  strict 
viewe  of  all  those  that  shalbe  brought  into  the  realme  from 
any  p^  beyonde  the  seas  &  to  staie  suche  of  them  as  are  to 
be  suspected,  to  be  brought  alsoe  before  the  sayd  coiays- 
sion's  to  be  by  them  examined,  accordinge  to  such  direc- 
Con  as  is  given  them  in  that  behalfe  to  thende  that  as  well 
suche  youthes  as  are  conveyed  forthe  of  the  realm  beyonde 
the  seas  as  the  seminaries  Jesuits  and  other  fugitives  that 
come  over  hether,  maie  be  app*hended,  examined,  and 
coin  vtted  to  prison  to  be  proceeded  w^ll  accordinge  to  the 
lawe,  and  as  ther  seu'all  offences  shall  deserve  Choice 
is  made  of  yow  heerbie  givinge  to  jow  or  anie  twoe  or 
more  of  yow  full  power  and  aucthoritie  to  call  before  yow 
and  to  examyne  all  those  that  shall  lande  in  anie  the  portes 
creeks  havens  and  barbers  in  that  countie.of  Dorsett,  or 
that  shall  attempte  to  goe  forthe  of  the  realme  w^out 
licence  not  beinge  m*chants  knowne  ther  factors  or  mar* 
ryn's  or  suche  other  p'sons  as  lawefullie  maie  passe  or 
snalbe  thought  fitt  to  be  suffred  to  goe  to  and  froe  mto  this 
realme  And  for  yo'  better  p*ceedings  in  this  service  we 
have  caused  certeyne  instruccons  to  be  conceaved  and  sett 
downe  w<*  yow  are  to  observe  in  the  course  of  theise  exa- 
minacons  with  those  that  shalbe  brought  before  yow  and 
p'cedings  whervnto  we  doe  referre  yo^  and  eamestlie  doe 
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praie  jow  that  yow  will  vse  ext'ordinarie  care  beerin  as  in 
a  matter  that  concemeth  greatlie  the  estate  and  goode  of 
the  realme  and  wherin  yo'^  diligent  endeavors  maie  doe 
great  and  acceptable  service  so  we  bid  yow  hartelie  fare- 
well. From  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  xxiij'^  of  Decem- 
ber, 1599. 

"  Yo^  verie  lovinge  frindes 

«  Jo.  Cant.     Tho.  Egerton,  C.  S.      Tho.  Buckhurste 

"  G.  Hunsdon        Ro.  Northe 

**  Ro.  Cecill        J.  Fortescue        Jo.  Popham.'* 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  instructions  annexed 
to  the  commission. 

1.  The  commissioners  to  appoint  a  place  of  meeting 
where  they  may  take  security  of  masters  of  vessels,  that 
that  they  will  not  land  or  talce  on  board  any  passengers 
but  in  the  open  port  towns : — offenders  to  be  imprisoned 
one  month. 

2.  Before  being  landed  or  embarked,  the  number  of 
passengers  to  be  specified  to  the  searcher  or  other  officer 
of  the  ports. 

3.  Suspected  persons  to  be  examined  before  the  com- 
missioners. 

4.  Mode  of  examination  prescribed :  and  the  oath  of 
allefi4ance  to  be  tendered :  and  if  this  be  refused,  and  no 
good  account  given  of  themselves,  to  be  committed  to 
prison,  examin^,  whether  they  be  priests  or  Jesuits,  or  in 
what  seminary  they  have  been,  and  searched  as  to  what 
they  carry  about  tnem. 

5.  If  young  men,  to  be  examined  as  to  by  whom,  and 
under  what  guidance  they  go  abroad. 

6.  The  result  of  the  examinations  to  be  sent  by  letter  to 
the  lords  of  the  privy  council. 

A  practice  appears  to  have  formerly  prevailed  in  this 

port,  of  levying  the  tenth  quarter  of  all  grain  shipped 

here,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  town.    This  practice, 

if  it  did  not  take  its  origin  from,  was  at  least  sanctioned  by, 

the  act  3rd  Eliz.,  c.  iii.     It  appears  to  have  been  resisted 

after  the  passing  of  the  act  43  Eliz.,  but  by  orders  received 

from  the  lord  high  treasurer  of  the  kingdom,  by  com- 
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mand  of  the  privy  council,  dated  22ad  Dec,  1603,  and 
Oct,  1604,  it  was  directed  that  the  tenth  quarter  of  grain 
should  be  set  aside  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  as  formerly. 

In  the  parliament  of  1614,  the  commons  asserted  their 
power  by  refusing  the  supplies  required  by  the  monarch, 
on  which  the  latter,  in  the  exercise  of  a  dormant  prerogative, 
had  recourse  to  the  system  of  forced  loans  from  his  sub^ 
jeds ;  and  we  find  a  letter  to  the  authorities  of  Poole  from 
the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  demanding  a  loan  of  money 
or  plate,  dated  July  4,  1614;  but  no  record  is  found  of 
the  degree  of  success  attending  this  demand. 

Another  expedient  for  raising  money  to  meet  those  ex-* 
penaes  of  government,  for  which  an  empty  exchequer  and 
a  recusant  parliament  furnished  no  requisite  supplies,  was 
undertaken  in  1619,  under  circumstances  which  assume 
somewhat  of  the  appearance  of  false  pretences.  Under 
date  of  Feb.  7,  1618-9,  a  letter  was  sent  by  the  lords  of 
the  privy  council,  to  the  mayor  of  Poole,  which  recited 
that  a  petition  having  been  presented  to  the  king  from  the 
merchants  and  owners  of  ships  trading  to  the  Straits  and 
other  places,  representing  the  spoil  done  by  pirates  at  sea, 
and  especially  by  those  of  Argier  and  Tunis,  who  were 
grown  to  such  strength  and  height  of  robbery,  that  they 
had  within  a  few  years  taken  from  the  petitioners  above 
900  sail  of  ships,  with  their  cargoes,  and  captured  many 
hundreds  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  praying  for  relief 
and  prevention,  his  majesty  had  referred  the  matter  to  his 
council,  who  thereupon  recommended  a  conference  of  the 
merchants  of  London,  by  whom  it  had  been  agreed  that 
£40,000  should  be  raised  bv  the  merchants  and  owners  of 
shipping  at  that  port;  on  which  the  lords  of  the  council, 
setting  forth  how  much  the  merchants  of  the  west  country 
were  interested  in  the  business,  required  the  mayor  to  call 
together  the  merchants  and  owners  of  shipping  in  Poole, 
and  impart  unto  them  his  majesty's  purpose  to  extirpate 
utterly  these  pirates;  and  to  direct  them  to  set  down  in  a, 
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gross  sum  what  they  would  contribute  towards  this  service 
the  council  intimating  an  expectation  that  such  sum  woul4 
not  be  less  than  £100  for  the  two  years  next  ensuing*,  and 
that  £50  would  be  ready  by  the  1st  of  April  next.  The 
answer  of  the  mayor  stated  that  the  merchants  and  owners 
of  shipping  were  willing  to  contribute  something  towards 
the  purpose ;  but,  considering  that  the  town  was  poor  and 
bad  lately  sustained  great  loss  by  casualties  at  sea,  and  had 
not  above  one  mere  merchant  adventurer,  the  adventures 
of  the  town  not  being  in  any  staple,  but  in  fishing  voyages 
for  the  Newfoundland  and  so  home,  they  deemed  £50 
suflScient  for  their  contribution,  which  sum  they  were  ready 
to  raise.  In  the  reply  of  the  council  the  whole  sum  was 
ordered  to  be  raised,  but  not  to  be  confined  to  the  merch^ 
ants  and  owners  of  shipping,  but  to  be  equally  levied  upon 
all  the  chief  traders  of  the  town.  The  first  instalment 
having  been  duly  paid,  the  expedition  was  relinquished ; 
but  no  portion  of  the  advance  was  returned. 

In  the  instances  just  cited,  we  may  trace  the  early  prov 
gress  of  those  contests  between  the  growing  power  of 
parliament  and  the  declining  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
that  marked  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and  Charles  I.,  and  led, 
under  the  latter  monarch,  to  the  lamentable  events  of  a 
long  and  bloody  domestic  warfare,  which  ended  in  the 
violent  death  of  the  king,  and  in  throwing  the  nation  into  a 
state  of  anarchy.     It  is  not  the  province  of  this  work  to 
enter  into  a  minute  enquiry  of  the  nature  and  grounds  of 
these  contentions.    It  will  suffice  for  our  purpose  to  observe 
that  they  arose  naturally  from  the  gradual  progress  of 
society  and  civil  liberty.    The  freedom  of  tone  assumed  by 
the  parliament  alarmed  the  crown,  which  endeavoured  to 
check  it  by  the  more  stringent  application  of  prerogative ; 
this,  in  its  turn,  being  met  by  a  still  greater  firmness  on  the 
part  of  the  parliament  and  by  repeated  refusab  to  vote  the 
supplies  required  for  the  purposes  of  government    The 
Jting,  in  difierent  instances,  invaded  the    privileges  an4 
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attempted  to  controul  the  power  of  the  parliament,  fre- 
quently dissolving  it  in  displeasure  and  governing  twelve 
years  without  it.  During  the  disputes,  various  expedients 
were  resorted  to  in  order  to  obtain  money,  which  were  not 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  were 
especially  displeasing  to  the  ideas  of  civil  liberty  then 
prevailing.  Amongst  these  expedients  we  trace,  in  the 
instances  given  above,  the  commencement  of  the  two  more 
prominent,  which  afterwards  attained  so  great  a  height 
under  the  denominations  of  loans  and  iship-money.  By 
Charles  I.,  the  former  were  raised  by  letters,  under  his 
privy  seal,  sent  into  the  diflTerent  counties  of  England, 
directed  to  those  who  were  supposed  to  be  best  able  to 
lend,  requiring,  by  way  of  loan,  such  sums  as  each  was 
arbitrarily  taxed  at.  These  letters  were  accompanied  by 
others  from  one  of  the  king's  servants,  exacting  an  immedi- 
ate attention  to  his  majesty's  requisition,  under  the  threat  of 
being  summoned  before  the  king  in  person.  The  terrors 
held  forth  in  these  requisitions  were  not  meant  to  raise 
vain  fears;  but  were  actually  productive  of  severe  evils  to 
those  who  opposed  this  measure.  In  London,  some  alder- 
men, who  refused  to  deliver  in  a  list  of  those  who  in  their 
wards  might  be  judged  able  to  lend,  were  committed  to 
prison;  and  divers  gentlemen  throughout  the  kingdom 
who  denied  the  loan  were  thrown  into  gaols. 

The  ship  money  was  a  pecuniary  commutation  of  that 
maritime  service  which  the  sovereigns  of  England  had 
been  anciently  accustomed  to  require  of  their  sea-faring 
subjects,  but  which  the  gradual  contraction  of  the  royal 
prerogative  had  long  rendered  obsolete.  It  was  re-intro- 
duced by  James  I.,  in  a  somewhat  uncertain  shape  by  the 
letter  of  the  privy  council,  in  1618,  for  the  levy  of  means 
to  reduce  the  Turkish  pirates ;  and,  in  1626,  Charles  I. 
sent  to  London  and  all  other  seaport  towns,  as  Poole, 
Wejrmouth,  Lyme,  &c.,  with  the  assistance  of  the  contri- 
bution of  the  adjoining  counties,  to  furnish  ships  to  guard 
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the  seas:  the  deputy  lieutenants  and  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Dorset  excused  themselves  by  a 
petition,  alleging  that  the  case  was  without  precedent ;  but 
their  excuse  was  not  allowed.  In  1634,  ship  money  was 
formally  demanded  on  writs  issued  to  the  maritime 
counties  only,  each  county  being  rated  at  a  particular  sum, 
which  was  afterwards  divided  and  assessed  upon  the  towns 
and  individuals  of  property.  In  1635,  writs  were  issued 
to  all  the  counties,  each  writ  being  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  the  lords  of  the  council  to  the  high  sheriff,  with 
instructions  for  levying  and  assessing  the  counties  towards 
the  furnishing  of  45  ships  and  their  charge.  These  letters 
were  dated  the  12th  of  August.  Dorsetshire  was  to  furnish 
one  ship  of  500  tons,  charged  upon  the  county  at  £5000 ; 
and  the  lords  of  the  council  proceeded  to  direct  that  **  to 
prevent  difficultie  in  dividinge  the  assessment  vpon  the 
corporate  townes  wee  haveinge  informed  o'selves  the  best 
wee  may  of  the  present  condicion  of  the  corporate  townes 
and  what  proportion  of  that  charge  each  pf  them  is  fit  to 
beare  doe  conceive  that  the  towne  and  countie  of  Poole 
maywell  beare  60/.  thereof;  the  burrough  of  Dorcester 
100/. ;  the  burrough  of  Wareham  30/. ;  the  burrough  of 
Corff  10/. ;  the  burrough  of  Lyme  Regis  70/. ;  the  bur- 
rough of  Shafteburie  30/. ;  and  the  burrough  of  Bland- 
ford  Forum  60/. ;  and  the  residue  of  the  5000/.  is  to  be 
assessed  vpon  the  rest  of  the  said  countie.'*  This  source  of 
revenue  produced  to  the  coffers  of  the  king  for  four  years 
the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  ;  and  all 
the  accounts  agree  that  it  was  honestly  applied  to  the 
alleged  purpose,  ^  the  safeguard  of  the  seas  and  defence 
of  the  realm,*'  by  the  advancement  of  the  navy  at  a  time 
when  the  right  of  the  English  crown  to  the  dominion  of 
the  narrow  seas  was  disputed. 

These  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  monarch  in  having 
recourse  to  a  worn-out  branch  of  the  prerogative,  though 
deserving  of  grave  censure,  yet  were  somewhat  palliated  by 
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iiie  circumstances  in  which  be  was  placed,  with  a  recusani 
and  factious  parliament  at  home  and  diflScuIties  abroad 
involving  the  honour  and  welfare  of  the  nation. 

When  the  breach  between  the  monarch  and  his  parlia^ 
ihent  became  widened  beyond  the  hope  of  reconciliation^ 
^hen  the  sword  of  civil  war  was  unsheathed,  and  the 
banners  of  the  hostile  parties  were  raised,  the  town  of 
Poole  took  its  stand  on  the  side  of  the  parliament.  This 
might  have  been  expected.  The  attachment  which  the 
inhabitants  had  ever  evinced  towards  liberty,  and  the  impa- 
tience of  authority  which  they  had  always  manifested, 
would  naturally  incline  them  to  take  up  such  a  position  ; 
for  there  may  be  generally  remarked  in  towns  and  com* 
munities,  as  well  as  in  families,  an  hereditary  descent  of 
principles  and  feelings.  And  the  inhabitants  of  Poole  were 
not  more  prompt  in  converting  the  town  into  a  parlia- 
mentary garrison,  than  they  were  afterwards  firm  and 
successful  in  maintaining  the  cause  they  had  espoused. 

'The  first  intimation  of  preparation  for  the  hostilities  that 
then  appeared  inevitable  was  made  Jan.  16, 1642,  when  an 
order  of  session  was  made  for  watching  the  town  by  the 
number  of  one  watchman,  one  rounder,  and  one  gunner^ 
for  the  day  time,  at  the  town  gate ;  and  six  ordinary 
watchmen  of  the  commonalty  and  two  rounders  for  the 
night  watch.  The  rounders  to  be  burgesses  and  such 
other  inhabitants  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  and 
justices. 

Poole  was  one  of  the  towns  in  the  west  with  which,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  sir  Anthony  Ashley 
Cooper  entered  into  treaty,  in  pursuance  of  the  scheme  he 
had  formed  for  putting  an  end  to  the  evils  of  war.  When 
sir  Anthony  had  prepared  his  plan,  he  went  to  Oxford, 
where  he  was  recommended  to  the  king  by  his  relation,  the 
marquis  of  Hertford,  and  introduced  by  lord  Falkland. 
At  his  audience  he  informed  the  king,  ^^  that  he  had  a  pro- 
posal to  make,  which  he  hoped  might  put  an  end  to  the 
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War,  and  terminate  the  differences  between  him  and^the  par-* 
liament."  The  king,  looking  earnestly  at  him,  said,  *^  ?oU 
are  a  young  man,  and  talk  great  things.  What  way  will  you 
take  to  compass  such  an  undertaking?*'  Sir  Anthony 
replied,  ^^that  he  was  persuaded  the  men  of  estates  in 
almost  every  part  of  England  were  tired  of  the  war,  espe-^ 
cially  as  they  had  no  fairer  prospect  of  its  conclusion  than 
they  had  at  first ;  that  he  knew  this  was  the  opinion  of  those 
who  resided  in  his  county ;  and  where  he  had  any  concerns. 
He  therefore  desired  the  king  would  authorize  him  to  treat 
with  the  principal  garrisons  of  the  parliament,  and  get  them 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  such  persons  as  were  men  of 
character,  and  would  act  impartially  between  him  and  the 
parliament,  that  these  should  declare  for  calling  a  new  and 
a  free  parliament,  who,  perhaps  might  be  better  disposed 
to  accommodate  the  differences  than  those  whose  minds 
might  have  been  sharpened  by  some  former  proceedings.'* 
He  made  his  proposal  appear  so  practicable,  and  so  much 
to  the  king's  satisfaction,  that  he  was  presently  commis- 
sioned to  put  it  in  execution.  He  returned  to  Dorsetshire, 
and  met  with  such  success  in  his  treaty  with  the  garrisons 
of  Weymouth,  Poole,  Dorchester,  and  other  places,  thai 
the  garrison  of  Weymonth  actually  admitted  the  persons 
recommended  by  him,  and  the  rest  engaged  to  follow  their 
example.  But  prince  Maurice,  who  commanded  some  of 
the  king's  forces  in  those  parts,  entered  the  town  and  pil- 
laged it,  after  it  was  agreed  to  be  surrendered;  which 
made  the  troops  of  the  garrison  think  themselves  to  be 
betrayed.  Sir  Anthony  not  only  expressed  his  resentment 
to  prince  Maurice,  but  sent  notice  to  Poole  and  the  other 
garrisons  to  be  upon  their  guard,  as  he  could  not  secure 
his  articles  to  them.  He  went  immediately  afterwards  to 
Oxford,  and  gave  the  king  an  account  of  what  progress  he 
had  made,  and  the  interruption  he  had  met  with  in  his  under- 
taking ;  at  which  the  king  shook  his  head  with  some  concern, 
but  said  little.    The  scheme  was  not  further  prosecuted. 
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In  consequence  of  (his  failure  (he  inhabitants  of  Poole 
proceeded  in  preparations  for  the  war,  and  put  their  town 
in  a  state  of  defence  so  as  to  enable  them  to  repel  any 
attack  from  the  royal  forces,  under  the  command  of  the 
marquis  of  Hertford,  who  was  then  in  the  west*  July  21, 
1642,  an  order  was  made  by  the  parliament  for  the 
defence  of  the  town,  authorizing  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
&c.,  to  assemble  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  any  others 
who  might  offer  themselves  as  volunteers,  and  array  and 
arm  them  for  resisting  any  attacks  that  might  be  made 
upon  the  town,  and  to  hinder  the  surprisal  of  the  ordnance 
and  magazine  therett.  Soon  after,  it  was  summoned  by 
the  marquis,  but  to  no  purpose.  The  following  quaint 
account  of  tlils  transaction  is  from  the  canting  puritan. 
Vicars  : — ^^  About  the  midst  of  August,  1642,  information 
came  to  the  parliament,  that  the  good  townes  of  Dorchester 
and  Poole,  in  Dorsetshire,  had  bravely  fortified  themselves, 
and  mounted  their  ordnance,  and  made  strong  trenches  and 
defences  to  prevent  the  marquesse  of  Hartford's  intention 
to  have  seized  on  them  and  their  magazine,  arms,  and 
ordnance,  in  those  parts,  resolving  stoutly  to  stand  out  for 
king  and  parliament,  against  the  illegal  ^<  commission  of 
array ;"  and  that  very  shortly  after  the  marquesse  of 
Hartford  being  set  down,  and  having  fortified  himselfe  at 
Sherborne,  sent  a  drummer  to  Poole  requiring  it  to  yeeld 
obedience  to  his  commands  for  the  king,  for  that  he  was 
not  onely  honoured  with  being  prime  commissioner  for  the 
array,  but  was  by  his  majesty  made  lievtenant-generall 
of  all  Wales,  Dorsetshire,  Somersetshire,  Hampshire, 
Wiltshire,  &c.,  (stiles  enow  to  make  a  man  breake  his 
shins,  or  else  out  of  breath  to  run  over  them,)  and,  there- 
fore, that  he  thought  no  place  so  fit  to  entertaine  his  great- 
nesse  as  Poole,  where  he  promised  to  be  so  noble  and 
generous  as  to  spend  200//.  a  week  there,  and  to  fortifie 
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tliat  town  most  strongly  for  their  greater  security  and 
safeguard.  But  it  seemed  (and  blessed  be  the  Lord  for  it) 
that  those  birds  were  too  old  than  so  easily  to  be  caught 
with  such  chaffe ;  for  the  major  and  townsmen  sent  him 
this  answere,— that  their  towne  was  already  very  well  for- 
tified and  provided  with  ordnance,  horse,  and  foot,  to 
oppose  any  malignant  whomsoever,  that  therefore  they 
would  not  trouble  his  lordship  to  send  any  forces  to  assist 
them ;  but  if  he  did  send  any  without  their  consent,  they 
would  deny  them  entrance.  Then  his  lordship  sent  them 
word  that  he  had  power  by  his  commission  to  make  and 
ordaine  lawes,  and  to  set  forth  proclamations  to  enforce 
their  obedience.  The  major  (in  the  name  of  the  whole 
towne)  returned  this  reply, — ^that  his  commission  was  ille- 
gall ;  for  (said  he)  a  commission  under  the  broad  scale  (as 
he  conceived)  could  no  more  make  a  law,  in  a  parliament 
time,  than  it  could  make  a  project  a  law  before  a  parlia- 
ment :  and  therefore  they  sent  his  lordship  word,  that  since 
hee  pretended  to  assume  that  power,  they  hoped,  ere  long, 
to  have  him,  by  force,  brought  to  the  parliament,  to  be 
made  an  example  to  posterity,  to  feare  to  execute  or 
attempt  such  illegal  commissions,  and  unsufferable  insolen- 
cies.  The  like  entertainment  also  he  found  at  Dorchester, 
which  towne  had  resolved  to  joine  with  and  to  sticke  fast  to 
Poole,  in  the  maintenance  and  justification  of  the  common 
cause."#  August  20,  in  the  same  year,  the  treasurer  of 
the  county  p«iid  fifty  pounds  towards  fortifying  the  town. 

The  year  1643  was  one  of  much  bustle  in  Poole  and  its 
neighbourhood,  and  the  garrison  was  frequently  called 
into  active  service.  In  the  course  of  this  and  the  follow- 
ing year,  the  town  was  the  scene  of  several  bloody  trans- 
actions. Notwithstanding  the  great  preponderance  of  the 
partizans  of  the  parliament,  there  were  in  the  town  many 
active  supporters  of  the  royal  cause,  and  charges  were 

•  Views,  187, 
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during^  this  year  made  against  several  of  them  for  con* 
spiring  to  betray  the  town  to  the  king's  forces.  The 
mayor,  Henry  Harbin ;  the  recorder,  Mr,  Constantine ;  and 
others,  were  apprehended  on  such  sqspicion,  taken  to 
London,  and  committed  to  prison  by  the  parliament ;  Mr, 
Constantine  was  ejected  from  the  recordership,  and  from 
bis  seat  in  parliament  as  the  representative  of  the  town, 
and  his  property  was  sequestered.  Harbin  was  liberated, 
on  compounding  for  his  freedom,  as  was  also  another 
royalist,  named  Wyatt,  imprisoned  on  a  similar  charge^ 

On  the  23rd  of  June,  the  garrison  of  Poole,  under  the 
command  of  captains  Sydenham,  Jarvis,  and  Scutt,  led  by 
sir  Walter  Erie,  laid  siege  to  Corfe  castle,  which  was  so 
gallantly  defended  by  lady  Bankes,  wife  of  the  right 
honourable  sir  John  Bankes,  chief-justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  that  after  remaining  before  the  castle  until  the  4th  of 
August,  the  assailants  were  fain  to  raise  the  siege  and  retire. 

In  August  the  town  was  threatened  with  an  attack  by 
prince  Maurice,  who  summoned  it,  and  received  so 
peremptory  a  refusal,  that  he  resolved  to  attack  it.  Prcr 
paratiocs  were  immediately  made  for  its  defence.  Aug. 
15,  the  house  of  commons  ordered  £300  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  preservation  of  Poole,  and  sir  William  Waller  was 
instructed  to  consider  of  some  course  for  its  defence  ;  and 
on  the  following  day  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  to  encourage 
them  to  persevere  in  continmng  upon  their  defence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  speaker  and  sent  to 
the  town.#  Two  tons  of  lead  were  delivered  for  the  use  of 
the  garrison  here,  from  Lullworth  castle,  then  held  by  the 
parliament.  Prince  Maurice  failed  in  his  attempt,  and 
(departed  from  this  neighbourhood,  leaving  the  earl  of 
Crawford  in  command  of  the  royalist  forces.  A  treacherous 
transaction  then  occurred  here,  of  which  the  following 
relation  was  presented  to  the  house  of  commons  on 
Sept.  29th.f 

•  Comm :  Journ  :        t  Ibid. 
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**  Captaine  Francis  Sydenham  beiftg  quartered  in  Poole, 
in  the  house  of  a  malignant,  who,  wanting  monies,  and 
having  some  debts  owing  him  in  the  countrey,  obtained 
leave  for  his  wife  to  goe  to  Winborne,  a  malignant  towne, 
about  foure  miles  distant,  there  to  receive  some  money, 
and  accordingly  thither  she  went,  where  meeting  with  cap« 
taine  Thomas  Phillips  (who  dwelt  not  far  thence)  and  he 
discoursing  with  her,  and  amongst  other  things  required 
what  captaines  there  were  in  Poole ;  and  she  amongst  the 
rest  comming  to  name  captaine  Francis  Sydenham ;  cap<v 
taine  Phillips,  thereupon  seemed  desirous  to  speake  with 
him ;  the  woman  at  her  retume  to  Poole,  finding  the  cap- 
taine somewhat  discontented,  and  willing  to  heare  newes, 
and  withall  taking  upon  him  the  face  of  a  malignant,  and 
complaining  to  her  of  his  losses  in  Ireland,  and  in  the 
parliament  service,  she  thereupon  imparted  unto  him 
captaine  Phillips  his  desire  of  giving  him  a  meeting,  unto 
which,  out  of  a  purpose  to  dive  further  into  the  businesse, 
he  seemed  to  consent,  so  as  it  might  be  done  with  secrecy : 
and  to  contrive  it  the  better,  letters  passing  to  and  fro,  a 
place  of  meeting  is  appointed,  and  herewith  captaine 
Sydenham  makes  master  Bingham  the  govemour  privately 
acquainted.  At  this  meeting  (after  some  complement) 
captaine  Phillips  seeming  much  to  desire  the  others  good» 
and  conceiving  him  to  be  in  a  wrong  way,  perswaded  him 
to  stand  for  his  majesty,  wbereunto  captaine  Sydenham 
seemed  to  give  consent,  so  as  hee  might  have  his  pardon, 
and  the  losse  which  he  had  sustained  in  the  parliaments 
service  repaired,  which  captaine  Phillips  promised  to 
procure,  so  as  he  would  be  helpefull  for  the  regaining  of 
the  town  of  Poole  for  his  maiesties  service,  which  *as  he 
supposed  lay  in  his  power  to  doe:  whereunto  captaine 
Sydenham  seemed  to  be  willing;  captaine  Phillips  afterwards 
acquainted  the  earle  of  Craford  with  the  whole  businesses 
who  being  ready  to  grant  what  was  desired,  sent  unto  cap« 
taine  Sydenham  a  letter  under  his  hand  and  seale,  promising^ 
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pardon  for  alt  former  deliaqueocies,  aad  satisfaction  for 
losses  in  the  parliament  service,  with  free  egresse  and 
regresse,  to  effect  the  gaining  of  the  town  for  his  majestic^ 
Captaine  Sydenham  thinking  to  make  some  other  advantage 
hereof,  seemed  to  desire  some  assurance  of  the  reality  of 
bis  promises :  whereupon  the  earle  sent  him  forty  pounds 
by  one  Melledge,  a  malignant  minister ;  promising  withall, 
that  he  should  want  no  money,  so  as  he  would  be  constant 
to  his  majestic  and  his  Iprdship  :  upon  this  captain  Syden* 
ham  vowes  and  protests  never  to  fight  agauist  his  majestic ; 
with  which  protestation  the  earle  was  so  well  satisfied,  as 
that  they  began  to  treat  more  particularly  of  the  manner 
how  to  betray  the  towne  and  the  ship  in  Brownsey  roade, 
which  was  contrived  in  this  manner,  viz.,  that  he  should  be 
captaine  of  the  watch,  at  a  night  appointed,  his  men  being 
on  die  guard,  and  the  earle  then  to  approach  the  towne 
with  some  troopes  of  horse  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and 
that  the  gate  should  bee  left  open,  and  the  earle  comming 
in  should  cause  a  home  to  be  blown  (as  captaine  Sydenham 
used  to  do  for  want  of  a  trumpet  when  he  went  abroad), 
that  so  the  towne  and  the  small  ship  lying  right  against  the 
gate  might  not  suq>ect  them;  and  so  they  entering  the 
lowne  and  the  captaine  flying  for  safety,  and  crying  out  that 
he  was  betrayed,  should  presently  go  to  the  parliament 
ship,  and  with  such  strength  as  he  had  widi  him  to  seize 
upon  her.    The  earle  liking  the  plot  very  well,  sent  the 
captaine  an  hundred  pounds,  promiseing  him  a  seargiant 
major's  place  (at  the  least)  in  the  king's  army,  and  the  ship 
for  his  paines ;  dureing  this  treaty  the  carles  advise  was,  that 
the  captaine,  to  avoyd  suspition,  should  shew  himself  as 
adventerousa&ever  before,  which  was  accordingly  followed 
by  captaine  Sydenham,  who  tooke  lieut-col.  Verney,  and 
some  officers  prisoners,  besides  divers  horse  and  arms ;  the 
night  being  designed  and  the  time,  about  two  of  the  clock 
the  captaine  sent  out  one  of  his  men  to  tell  them  that  all 
things  was  in  a  readinesse,  and  that  he  expected  their 
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bDmooing:  whereupon,  at  the  time  appointed,  the  earle 
with  all  his  horse,  being  eight  troops,  and  two  regiments  of 
the  marquesse  of  Hartford's  foot,  under  colonell  Ashley, 
and  colonell  Griffeth,  being  about  four  hundered,  which, 
with  such  foot  as  they  could  get  up  in  the  countrie,  made 
in  all  five  hundered,  came  on,  the  captaine  sending  out  some 
to  draw  them  along,  whom  the  earle  kindly  entertained,  and 
he  comming  on  was  welcomed,  crymg  fall  is  our  owne : 
on,  on)y  which  they  hearing,  rushing  in  upon  the  gate,  the 
earle  being  one  of  the  foremost ;  but  before  the  gate  was  a 
halfe-moone,  at  the  enterance  of  which  there  were  chaines  to 
be  drawne  up  at  pleasure ;  the  earle  with  his  horse  filling 
the  halfe  moone,  the  chaines  were  then  drawn  up,  and  the 
muskets  and  ordnance  (placed  conveniently  on  purpose) 
gave  fire  upon  those  that  came  on,  which  caused  all  that 
were  not  slaine  to  throwe  downe  their  armes  and  runne 
away#.  The  armes  which  they  lost  for  horse  and  foot, 
were  about  three  hundred,  in  the  halfe  moone  were  taken 
neer  fifty  horse,  the  riders  escapeing  all  but  twenty,  which 
were  taken  prisoners ;  the  earle  himselfe  escaping  narrowly. 
Had  not  the  great  gunns  been  mounted  too  high  above  the 
ground  where  most  of  them  were,  there  had  not  many  of 
those  escaped  that  were  within  shot.  The  number  of  those 
ihat  were  slaine  is  not  certainly  knowne;  the  country 
reports  there  were  divers  cart-loades.''^f* 

This  relation  must  be  received  as  the  testimony  of  a 
partizan.  The  royalist  accounts  of  tlie  transaction  state 
that  there  were  but  ten  soldiers  killed,  and  four  taken 


*  In  18S5,  tome  workmen  digging  a  well  near  the  site  of  the  old  town  wall,  found  a 
skeleton  at  some  depth  beloW  the  surfkoe.  To  the  tkull  long  hair  was  ohaerired  to  be 
attached:  and  the  remaina  were  profaablj  thoae  of  one  of  the  coyalitts  who  fell  on 
this  occasion. 

f  From  a  tract,  entitled  *'  A  True  Relation  of  a  Plot  to  1)etray  the  town  of  Poole  in 
the  county  of  Dorset  And  likewise  how  many  of  the  Conspirators  themselres  were 
entrapped  and  eut  olL  And  more  particularly  of  the  narrow  escape  of  the  Lord 
Craford.  As  it  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  29th  September,  1643.— 
London  :  Printed  by  L.  N.  for  Laurence  Blaikdocke,  and  are  to  be  sold  at  his  shop 
at  Temple  Barre.    16i3. " 
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t)risoDers ;  and  that  the  garrison  durst  not  sally  out  on  the! 
king's  forces,  who  retreated  safely  to  their  quarters. 4^ 

Sept  28,  it  was  ordered  by  the  house  of  commons  that 
the  two  hundred  pounds,  given  by  Mrsi  Barbara  Lochere, 
of  Fulham,  to  the  parliament,  should  be  assigned  and  paid 
to  Mr.  Trenchard,  or  his  assigns,  for  the  payment  of  the 
soldiers  in  Poole. 

The  defence  of  the  to#n  at  this  time  was  not  confined  to 
the  land  service,  but  vessels  were  fitted  out  to  protect  the 
port  and  act  as  privateers  against  the  vessels  engaged  in 
the  royalist  service.      In  October,  this  year,  the  "Anne 
and  Joyce,''  one  of  the  vessek  so  fitted  out  here,  captured 
two  vessek  in  Swanwich  bay,  one  of  them  freighted  with 
linen  cloth  and  other  French  merchandize,  being  the  pro- 
perty of  some  royalists  at  Weymouth ;  and  thfe  other  a 
French  vessel,  laden  with  com,  gunpowder,  arms,  and 
other  ammunition,  intended  to  be  carried  to  Ireland  for  the 
use  of  the  king's  forces  there.     Two  thirds  of  this  prize 
were  adjudged  to  the  sailors  and  soldiers  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  capture,  and  600/.  of  the  remainder  were 
ordered  to  be  allowed  to  the  town  and  garrison  of  Poole, 
towards  the  payment  of  the  soldiers  and  the  providing  of 
munitioh  and  other    necessari^  for  their  defence.     On 
October  24,  200/.  more  were  voted  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons, for  the  use  of  the  garrison  here.     Nov.  3,  a  com- 
miftee  was  appointed  by  the  house  to  consider  of  the 
measures  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  Poole ;  and  a 
few  days  afterwards  provision  was  made  for  four  ships  in 
service  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  town  ;  and  thirty- 
two  pair  of  pistols  that  had  been  seized  and  forfeited,  were 
delivered  to  sir  Walter  Erie  to  be  conveyed  to  Poole  for 
the  service  of  the  garrison.     Nov.  24,  the  harbour  was 
occupied  by  ships  commanded  by  the  eari  of  Warwick, 
the  lord  high  admiral  of  the  parliament,  who  proceeded  up 

*  Mercurius  Aulicuf. 
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the  channel  towards  Wareham,  and  took  five  small  vesseb 
belonging  to  the  royalist  party  there,  besides  plundering 
the  town.  Dec.  11,  some  goods,  seized  by  capt.  Drink- 
water  and  at  Richmond,  were  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
ordered  to  be  paid  for  the  service  of  the  towns  of  Poole 
and  Lyme.  About  this  time  the  garrison  sallied  out  and 
had  a  skirmish  with  the  royalist  forces  near  Dorchester, 
taking  many  prisoners,  with  whom  the  governor  was,  by 
the  house  of  commons,  authorised  to  compound  for  their 
liberty.  Feb.  18,  1643-4,  this  garrison  and  that  of 
Wareham,  beat  lord  Inchiquin's  Irish  regiment,  killed 
some,  took  several  prisoners,  two  pieces  of  ordnance,  and 
fired  their  magazine.  Two  days  afterwards,  prince  Rupert 
having  sent  three  thousand  pounds  to  Weymouth,  in  order, 
as  was  imagined,  to  be  sent  into  his  own  country,  the 
garrison  of  Poole  fell  upon  the  convoy  near  Dorchester, 
took  the  money,  one  hundred  horse,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
and  carried  all  to  Poole.  A  little  before  a  party  from 
hence  took  colonel  Wyndham  prisoner,  with  seven  or 
eight  horse,  and  killed  lieutenant  Barker.  On  these 
proceedings  the  following  orders  were  made  by  the  house 
of  commons,  Feb.  26. 

*^  Ordered,  that  colonel  Wyndham  and  his  lieutenant- 
colonel,  taken  prisoners  by  tlie  forces  of  the  garrison  of 
Poole  and  Wareham,  be  *  bestowed  upon  the  governor  of 
Poole  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of 
Poole  and  Wareham. 

"  Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  governor  of  Poole 
to  distribute  the  moneys,  taken  by  the  forces  of  the  gar- 
risons of  Poole  and  Wareham,  at  Dorchester,  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  garrisons,  with  a  special 
regard  to  be  had  of  major  Sydenham,  and  that  out  of 
those  moneys  he  do  pay  unto  major  Sydenham  the  seven 
score  pounds  laid  out  of  his  own  purse.    And 

"  It  is  further  ordered,  that  Mr.  Henry  Bridges  be 
recommended  to  the  governor  of  Poole,  to  "be  considered 
of  in  the  distribution  of  th^se  monovs. 
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«  Ordered,  that  Ibe  papers  and  pacqaets,  taken  by  the 
garrisons  of  Poole  and  Wareham,  at  Dorchester,  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  for  exami-* 
nations.** 

Some  months  were  now  devoted  to  strengthening  the 
town,  and  the  parliament  voted  frequent  supplies  for  this 
purpose.  April  4,  an  order  of  the  house  of  commons 
directed  900/.  to  be  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  town  of 
Poole.  April  17,  it  was  specially  recommended  by  the 
house  to  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms,  to  take  care  for 
the  safety  of  Poole  and  the  county  of  Dorset ;  and  the 
commanders  and  officers  were  sent  down  to  their  several 
and  respective  charges.  June  10,  it  was  **  ordered,  that 
600/.  be  borrowed  out  of  Haberdashers*  hall,  for  the 
service  of  Poole,  now  in  great  distress ;  and  that  the  same 
shall  be  repaid  within  a  fortnight.  An  ordinance  was  read 
and  assented  unto  for  assigning  the  two  thousand  pounds 
for  the  twentieth  part  of  Sir  Edward  Yates*s  estate  to  Lyme 
and  Poole.**  June  13,  the  lieutenant  of  the  ordnance  was 
ordered  to  deliver,  out  of  the  stores  remaining  in  the 
tower,  twenty  barrels  of  gunpowder  unto  Mr.  Henry 
Bridges,  of  Poole,  for  the  defence  of  that  town.  And  on 
Sept.  28,  there  was  an  order  for  the  delivery,  unto  captain 
Scutt  and  captain  Harding,  eight  pieces  of  ordnance,  four 
of  which  pieces  were  for  the  use  and  defence  of  the  town 
and  garrison  of  Poole,  the  other  four  for  the  furnishing  of 
the  castle  or  blockhouse,  called  Brownsea  Castle.^ 

About  this  time  the  garrison  of  Poole,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  governor,  colonel  Bingham,  was  occupied  in 
the  blockade  of  Corfe  castle. 

In  October,  4644,  the  governor  of  Poole  attacked  one 
hundred  horse  of  the  queen's  regiment,  killed  sixteen,  took 
sixty  prisoners,  and  two  colours,  between  Poole  and 
Blandford.f 

Nov.  20,  eight  hundred  pounds  were  paid  to  colonel 


*  Comm :  Joorn :  i  Vic«t«.    Whitlock. 
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John  Bingham,  the  governor,  bj  the  treasurer  of  the 
county.* 

Novembei^2I,  a  party  of  this  garrison  began  to  setde  at 
Blandford,  being  reinforced  from  Weymouth  and  Ware« 
ham.  Sir  Lewis  Dives,  colonel  general  of  the  county, 
having  intelligence  of  it,  marched  from  Sherborne  to 
remove  them,  and  sent  a  good  party  before,  commanded 
by  major  Strangeways  and  captam  Walcot,  who  surprized 
and  took  a  troop  of  horse,  with  their  oflScers  and  arms ;  the 
rest  fled.  Thence  he  drove  them  to  Wimbome  and  Poole, 
and  then  marched  to  Dorchester.  Sir  Lewis,  however, 
failed  in  his  chief  object ;  and  could  not  dislodge  the  par- 
liamentarians from  the  town  of  Blandford.  November  90, 
sir  Lewis  Dives,  with  three  hundred  horse  and  dragoons, 
marched  from  Dorchester  to  face  Poole,  but  retreated  to 
the  former  place  in  the  night.  Major  Sydenham  followed 
him,  and  seeing  at  the  head  of  the  king's  troops,  major 
Williams,  who  had  formerly  killed  his  (Sydenham's) 
mother,  he  singled  out  that  officer,  slew  him,  and  put  his 
men  to  flight,  driving  them  through  the  town ;  and  then 
returned  to  Poole.  Sir  Lewis  Dives  was  wounded ;  many 
were  slain  and  taken  prisoners.*f* 

Feb.  12, 1644-5,  it  was  ordered  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons, **  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  west, 
to  take  into  their  specisd  care  to  provide  the  supplies 
desired  for  the  towns  of  Poole  and  Wareham.*'  The 
royalist  forces  had,  at  this  time,  been  very  successful*  The 
king  possessed  nearly  the  whole  of  the  west  of  England. 
Poole,  Weymouth,  Plymouth,  Taunton,  and  one  or  two 
other  places  only,  held  out  for  the  parliament. 

At  the  commencement  of  16^,  the  garrison  of  Poole 
was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Corfe  castle,  at  which  the 
governor  of  Poole,  colonel  Bingham,  commanded,  and 
which,  after  having  lasted  forty-eight  days,  tenninated  in 

•  Mvrcorlut  Aulicoi.  t  Vicais.    Whitlock,  S. 
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the  castle  being  taken  possession  of  by  the  parliamentary 
forces,  Feb.  26,  1645^. 

On  the  same  day  (Feb.  26)  an  order  was  made  by  the 
house  of  commons,  that  Poole  should  continue  garrisoned 
with  one  hundred  men.  March  13,  the  appointment  of 
captain  William  Scutt,  to  be  governor  of  Poole,  was 
approved  by  the  house.* 

By  an  ordinance  of  both  houses,  in  1647,  for  raising 
600,000/.  a  month  for  the  maintenance  of  forces  in  Ireland, 
the  town  and  county  of  Poole  was  charged  monthly 
91.  I6s.  Id. 

Nov.  11,  1647,  colonel  John  Rede  was  appointed 
governor  of  Poole  and  Brownsea  castle,  and  commander- 
in-chief  of  all  the  forces  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
same.  A  letter,  dated  July  27, 1648,  was  sent  by  governor 
Rede  to  the  house  of  commons,  requesting  that  further 
supplies  might  be  furnished  to  the  garrison  ;  and  the  letter 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  with  a  recommendation  to 
propose  some  way  for  the  supply  of  the  garrison. 

May  23,  1649,  the  following  order  was  made  by  the 
house  of  commons : — ^*  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
for  removing  obstructions  in  the  sale  of  bishops'  lands,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  sums  of  money  raised  by  colonel 
Bingham,  for  the  service  of  the  garrison  of  Poole,  and 
report  their  opinion  to  the  house,  touching  the  admitting 
the  respective  persons  by  whom  those  moneys  were  ad- 
vanced, to  double  upon  the  act  for  deans'  and  chapters' 
lands." 

During  the  progress  of  these  wars,  the  profits  of  the 
parish  of  Hamworthy  were  applied  to  the  use  of  the  gar- 
rison at  Poole.  The  church  of  that  parish  was  pulled 
down  by  the  fanatics  of  the  parliament,  and  the  materials 
were  applied  io  the  service  of  the  war. 

In  1651,  the  hon.  Richard  Burthogge  was  appointed 
governor  of  this  garrison. 


*  Comm:  Joura: 
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There  is  still  preserved  in  the  corporation  chest,  a  sheet, 
containing  the  following  account  of  disbursements  and  re- 
ceipts by  Haviland  Hiley,  who  appears  to  have  been  the 
treasurer  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
town  during  the  troubles,  and  who,  Dec.  27,  1646,  was 
sent  to  London  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  "  that  he  might 
attend  the  house  of  commons,  and  there  with  all  hb  wit  and 
wisdom,  sue  to  the  house  for  the  settling  of  a  competent 
subsistence  for  two  able  ministers/' 

/>r. 

"  This  acctt.  sets  forth  the  severall  ^ovaB  of  money  disbursed  for  the  town'si 
acctt    Janowc-  12th  1655. 

U.  8,   d, 

Iippr.  thic  expenses  for  Mr.  Bromhall,  his  man,  my  selfe,  and 
three  horses  27  days 17  12  06 

It  for  wrightinge  petisions  and  other  such  charge 01  06  00 

It.  Mr.  Bromhall  toke  up  there  for  his  occasions • 30  00  00 

It.  Mr.  Bromhall  had  at  3  severall  times 06  00  00 

It.  for  a  box  of  drugs  as  pr  the  drugster*8  bill 10  11  00 

It.  for  drugs  sent  Mr.  Loader *■ 01  19  03 

It.  5  monney  baggs ..^ 00  02  06 

It.  to  Mr.  Bartholomew  Hall  tor  counscll 01  00  00 

Disbursed  afibr  I  came  downc 

16 15     Impr.  for  billateing  Mr.  Bridge's  souldiers 200000 

Nov.8.  P»l  Mr.  Moses  Durell  for  the  souldiers 80  00  00 

PJ  Mr.  Moses  DureU  for  the  souldiers 12  00  00 

Pd  Mr.  Moses  Durell  for  the  souldiers 37  12  06 

Pd  Mr.  Moses  Durell  for  the  souldiers 20  00  00 

pd  Thomas  Dadhouse  for  5  weeks  pay 01  08  00 

P<1  Captaine  Harding  by  Mr.  Bingham's  order,   for 

wch  he  did  sweare  to  bring  a  receipte 10  00  00 

PdMr.  Maior  and  Mr.  Skutt 50  00  00 

April  20  P«lMr.  Maior  and  Mr.  Skutt 50  00  00 

Mai>—  PdMr.  Skutt  and  Mr.  Durell 50  00  00 

Dec.  8.    pd  Mr.  WilUam  Skutt,  maior 38  04  09 

Mar.  12.  PdMr.  William  Skutt,  maior 25  04  04 

pd  by  Mr.  Maior's  order  to  Wm.  Gibbs 15  10  00 

pd  Mr.  Melmoth  and  the  botemen  for  beere 00  05  00 

pd  Trew  and  WUd  for  unloading  the  stoans 00  03  00 

J646.     pd  for  alteringe  a  bras  quarte 00  03  06 

pd  Mr.  BromhaU  in  money 18  00  00 

pd  for  selleridg  of  ten  thousand  of  bisket 00  19  07 

PdMr.  Skutts 33  00  00 
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pa  Mr.  Tito 02  00  00 

PdMr.  Gnmdy 01  04  04 

PdMr,  Harbin 02  00  00 

PdMr.  H&rdinge 02  00  00 

Pd  Richard  GaUor 00  16  03 

PdMr.  Dolbety 02  00  00 

PdMr.Melmoth 01  04  04 

PdMr.  DureU 02  00  00 

PdMrHaU * 01  04  00 

PdMr.  Martin 03  04  00 

PdMr.  Pitman 00  16  08 

PdMr.  Baker 02  00  00 

PdPeterCox 00  16  08 

PdMr.Poell 00  16  08 

Pdtomyselfe 08  00  00 

Pd  to  my  selfe  for  my  expenses  for  11  davs  jemey  in^ 
geting  this  order  for  the  money,  and  u>r  expenses  > 
with  the  clarks y   05  07  04 

For  money  allowed  me  at  the  commttte  of  lords  and 
commons  for  the  safety  of  the  western  counties 
for  money  disbursed,  which  was  seventy  pounds  i 
to  Mr.  Henry  Bridges  they  allowed  mee  in  parte,  3  40  00  00 
It.  for  money  disbursed  in  diarge  in  riding  to  Ports- 
moth 01  10  00 

It.  for  a  new  key  where  the  bread  was  put 00  01  00 

It  for  13  deales  for  peniles  bench 00  15  02 

It.  to  John  Trew  for  laths  and  nailes 00  04  08 

It.  to  John  Parkins  for  the  pownd 05  05  00 

It.  to  carpenters  and  laborers  to  set  it  up 00  06  09 

It.  for  the  Ireworke  for  the  doare  •••• 00  08  09 

It.  for  a  piece  for  the  doare 00  01  00 

It.  for  boards  to  make  the  doare 

For  my  expenses  in  rideinge  to  the  committe  to 
Waymoth,  to  Seme,  to  Dorste  and  many  other 
places  to  get  in  money  and  p'yisions  in  Uie  sicknes 
time,*  &  for  getinge  the  80^'.  out  of  the  4  hundreds  >  12  00  00 
in  wch  I  was  out  above  7  weeks,  ft  lost  one  horse 
at  Seme  and  lamed  another,  Sl  account  foryt  time 
5«.  a  day 


•  Some  epidemical  disorder  appears  to  have  prevailed  tn  Poole  in  the  year  1643  or 
1644,  which  was  prohably  the  *'  sicknes  time**  alluded  to  in  the  above  account.  We 
gather  this  fact  from  a  passage  in  a  paper  detailing  the  sufferings  of  WilUam  Wake, 
esq.,  a  noted  royalist,  and  which  is  published  in  Hutchins's  Dorset,  ii  518-19 ;  (2nd 
ed. )  The  passage  states  as  a  great  grievance,  that  Mr.  Wake  **  was  sent  a  prisoner  to 
Poole,  where  the  plague  then  was.** 


i 
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Cr. 

**An  acctt  what  some  of  money  I  hare  rec*ed  for  the  acctt.  of  this  toiome. 

July  30, 1645.  U.    $. 

Impi*-  from  the  Parliament  for  the  town ••.«••••  450  00 

July  27,  1646. 

Sold  the  pest  houses  by  Mr.  Maior's  order  to  William 
PeUy,for ,.     14  00 

And  the  100/i.  I  did  receive  for  the  bread  as  fowloweth^ 

July  27,  1647. 

Rec*ed  from  George  Fillater  fifty  pounds,  of  wcb  I  payd 
him  50«.  80  I  had  but 47  10 

Oct.  17,  1647. 

Rec'ed  from  George  Fillater  25 A*,  payinge  him  409.  so  I 
hadbut • 23  00 

July  30, 1648. 

Rec*ed  from  George  FiUater •••     10  00 

Oct.  9, 164S. 

Rec'ed  from  George  Fillater  fifteen  pounds,  out  of  wch 
hee  had  5^  for  his  paincs  and  care,  so  I  had  but . .  •  •  •     10  00 

554  10 
To  Haviland  Hiley. 

Errors  Excepted." 

This  account  appears  to  have  been  audited  in  1657. 

When  the  principle  of  hereditary  succession  was  again 
recognized  in  the  executive  government  of  the  country,  and 
Charles  II.  was  called  to  assume  that  crown  which  had 
been  nominally  in  abeyance  since  the  death  of  his  father, 
but  the  powers  of  which  had  been  wielded  by  the  iron 
band  of  a  protector  with  a  vigour  and  stringency  that 
excited  in  the  people  a  desire  for  the  milder  rule  of  legiti- 
macy,— tfie  part  that  Poole  had  borne  in  the  revolutionary 
contests,  the  zeal  and  steadiness  with  which  it  had  supported 
the  cause  of  the  parliament,  were  remembered  against  it* 
The  officers  and  members  of  the  corporation  who  refused 
to  make  the  required  declaration  in  favour  of  the  king, 
were  removed,  and  others  of  more  conformable  dispositions 
were  substituted ;  and  the  feelings  of  revenge  and  the  in- 
stigations of  policy  were  reconciled  by  Ihc  ilemolif ion  of 
the  fortifications  of  the  town.     Charles  II.,  however,  was 
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not  naturally  stern ;  his  resentments  were  not  implacablei 
Unfitted,  perhaps,  for  the  solemn  duties  of  a  throne,  by  the 
influence  of  early  habits  and  the  circumstances  in  which 
his  youth  had  been  passed  ;  he  possessed,  nevertheless,  those 
qualities  of  the  hexirt,  that,  had  they  not  been  warped  by  an 
lincertaiD  education,  and  biassed  by  evil  example,  would 
have  fitted  him  to  adorn  that  coiirt  which  was  unhappily 
degraded  by  the  licentiousness  he  encouraged.  Free,  for- 
giving, and  affable,  he  sought  rather  to  win  the  affections 
of  his  subjects  by  kindness  and  generosity,  than  to  coerce 
them  into  a  reluctant  obedience  by  sternness  and  rigour. 
Thus,  within  five  years  after  his  restoration,  the  king  had  so 
far  forgotten  or  forgiven  the  cause  of  animosity  towards 
Poole,  that  he  honoured  it  with  a  visit  in  1665.  His  ma- 
jesty had  at  this  time  removed  from  London,  in  consequence 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  plague  in  that  city.  His  court  was 
first  removed  to  Hampton,  but  that  not  being  considered 
sufiSciently  distant  from  the  ravages  of  that  direful  visitation, 
the  court  was  afterwards  established  at  Salisbury,  and  it 
was  during  the  time  of  its  being  held  there  that  Poole  was 
thus  honoured  by  the  royal  presence.  His  majesty  was 
received  with  great  deference  and  attention,  and  appears  to 
have  been  much  pleased  with  his  visit;  the  particulars  of 
which  are  thus  duly  and  gratefully  noted  in  the  records  of 
the  borough : — 

«  Friday  the  15th  day  of  September,  1665,  were  present 
in  Poole,  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty, 

Charles  the  Second,  * 
His  grace  the  duke  of  Monmouth, 

?hc  earle  of  Oxford, 
he  earle  of  SuSblke, 
The  earle  of  Latherdale, 
The  lord  Gerrard, 
The  lord  Ashley, 
The  lord  Crofts, 
And  the  lord  Arlington, 
besides  very  many  of  his  majesty's  meniall  attendants  and 
servants  ;  alsoc  divers  knights,  esquires,  and  gentlemen  of 
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^Uallity  of  the  county  of  Dorset  and  elswhere,  that  came  to 
wajte  Vpon  his  majesty  in  this  places 

Peter  Hall,  th'  elder,  then  mayor. 
William  Frampton,  sheriff. 

**  Be  it  recorded,  and  in  order  to  the  perpetual  memory 
and  humblest  gratitude  of  this  towne  ana  county  of  Poole, 
in  due  acknowledgment  of  the  vnparaleld  honour  and 
grace  his  majesty  was  then  pleased  to  cast  on  this  place  and 
corporacJbn,  (this  day)  by  his  most  sacred  and  royall  pre- 
sence, attended  by  the  said  duke,  earles,  lords,  &c.,  aiore- 
menconed,  in  the  acceptance  of  a  most  humble  and  loyall 
treatment,  wholly  provyded  and  payd  for,  excepting  such 
expences  paid  at  the  mns  for  horses,  &c.,  at  the  only 
costs  and  cnarges  of  the  said  Peter  Hall,  mayor ;  who,  in 
company  with  the  aldermen  and  said  sheriff,  had  the 
singular  honour  to  attend  on  his  majesty  at  a  dinner,  pro- 
vyded for  him  att  and  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Peter  Hiley,  sett 
apart  for  that  purpose,  where  his  majesty  was  graciously 
pleased  to  declare  his  royall  ownement  of  the  same ;  an^ 
m  like  manner  his  saya  grace  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  as 
alsoe  the  said  earles  and  lords  with  their  respective  retinew, 
were  pleased  nobly,  ingeniously,  and  friendly  to  acknow- 
1edg  such  the  said  mayor's  most  candid  and  humble  enter- 
taynement  as  aforesaid.  After  dinner  it  pleased  his  majesty 
with  the  said  duke  and  lord  Ashley,  &c.,  to  take  coll. 
William  Skutt's  boat  to  Brownsea,*  steered  by  thesayd 
collonel,  and  rowed  by  six  masters  of  shipps,  where  his 
maiest;^^  tooke  an  exact  view  of  the  said  island,  castle,  bay, 
and  this  harbour,  to  his  great  contentment,  &c.,  and  then 
returned  in  the  said  boat  vnto  the  key  of  Poole,  where  the 
said  mayor  had  ihe  honour  to  hand  his  majesty  on  shore, 
from  wnence  he  went  on  foote  to  the  house  of  tne  said  coll. 
Skutt,  the  said  sheriff  going  before,  and  the  said  mayor, 
and  Edward  Man,  senior  bayliffe,  bearing  theire  maces 
before  him,  where  was  a  stately  banquett  provyded  for 
him,  the  which  he  pleased  right  graciously  to  accept 
of;  and  then  vnderstanding  that  day  to  be  the  annual  tyme 
constituted  for  the  election  of  the  succeeding  mayor  for 
the  yeare  following,  his  majest;^  was  pleased  then  and  there 
to  nominate  and  appoint  the  said  coll.  Skutt  for  the  future 
mayor  of  Poole,  to  the  said  coll.  ffreat  honour,  with 
equall  contentment  and  humble  thanks  of  the  present 
mayor,  aldermen,   &c.,   for  iiis  majes^fv's  most  gratious 
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favour  therein ;  and  then  attendfaigf  his  maiestv  to  the  town 
gates,  he  was  pleased  there  againe  to  aeclare  his  good 
resentments  of  the  sajd  mayor's  most  dutiful!  and  cordiall 
entertainment,  and  therewith*  departed." 

This  record  b  signed  by  Peter  Hall,  mayor ;  Edward 
Man,  senior  bailiff;  William  Frampton,  sheriff;  Moses 
Durell,  Peter  Hiley,  John  Pittman,  John  Willie,  Stephen 
Streete,  Robert  Cleeves;  John  Carter,  water  bailiff; 
Richard  Albert,  town  clerk. 

The  house  in  which  hb  majesty  was  entertained  on  thb 
occasion,  was  situated  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  com 
market ;  but  it  b  not  now  standing,  having  been  pulled 
down  some  years  since  to  make  way  for  a  more  modem 
edifice.  A  part  of  hb  wardrobe  was  left  by  his  majesty 
on  thb  occasion,  which  has  since  been  preserved  by  the 
Hiley  family,  and  b  now  in  the  possession  of  its  lineal 
representative,  Charles  Hiley,  esq.,  of  Planefield  Lodge. 

Notwithstanding  the  choice  of  hb  majesty,  and  the 
<<  great  contentment  and  humble  thanks  of  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  &c.,"  expressed  thereat,  it  appears  that  William 
Skutt  did  not  act  as  mayor,  but  that  Stephen  Street  was 
chosen  in  the  customary  manner  and  sworn  into  the  ofiSce ; 
the  corporators  probably  being  reluctant  to  establish  even 
the  semblance  of  precedent  for  any  interference  with  their 
right  of  choosing  their  own  officers. 

The  plague,  to  escape  the  destructive  influence  of  which, 
Charles  retired  into  the  country,  did  not  extend  its  ravages 
far  beyond  the  precincts  of  London.  The  popular  tradi- 
tion that  thb  plague  was  prevalent  in  Poole,  is  utterly 
without  foundation;  as  are  consequently  the  somewhat 
romantic  circumstances,  which  are  preserved  in  the  legend 
connected  with  the  spot  known  by  the  name  of  Cutler's 
gallows.  This  legend  which  his  so  generally  obtained  as 
to  have  appeared  recorded  in  all  the  dignity  of  typography, 
requires  therefore  to  be  set  at  rest.  It  states  that  <^  about 
the  year  1666,  a  young  woman  named  Mary  Cutler,  was 
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condemned  to  be  hanged  in  this  town  for  the  murder  of 
her  bastard  child  :  that  dreadful  disease  the  plague  being 
then  in  this  town,  the  sheriff  granted  her  a  respite  from 
execution,  provided  she  would  attend  the  persons  afflicted 
with  the  plague  as  a  nurse ;  ,this  she  faithfullj  performed, 
and  escaped  the  contagion ;  and  in  consideration  of  her 
services,  the  sherifi&  and  corporation  made  great  interest  to 
obtain  her  pardon  from  the  king ;  but  such  was  the  justice 
or  cruelty  of  those  times,  that  their  solicitations  were  with* 
out  effect,  and  she  was  executed  near  the  entrance  of  the 
town,  (to  the  great  concern  of  the  corporation  and  inhabi-* 
tants,)  which  place  retains  to  this  daj  the  name  of  *  Cutler's 
Gallows.'  "  If  this  pathetic  story  be  not  wholly  a  fabrica* 
tion,  it  must  have  reference  to  some  other  period.  The 
name  which  has  so  long  adhered  to  the  spot,  indicates 
indeed  that  some  one  of  that  name  was  there  executed ;  but 
the  peculiar  circumstances  with  which  the  event  is  invested, 
are,  in  all  probability,  tiie  superstructure  of  mere  tradition. 

It  is  highly  honourable  to  the  inhabitants  of  Poole,  that 
on  the  intelligence  reaching  the  town  of  the  devastation  of 
the  great  fire  in  London,  of  1666,  and  the  consequent 
destitution  of  a  large  body  of  the  people,  the  inhabitants 
were  not  behind  the  other  parts  of  the  country  in  their 
endeavours  to  mitigate  the  distress.  A  munificent  collec- 
tion was  made  here,  and  trading  vessels  were  freighted 
with  supplies  for  the  metropolis  towards  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers. 

Prior  to  the  general  issue  of  a  copper  coinage  by  authority, 
it  was  the  practice  of  the  merchants  and  tradesmen  of  Lon- 
don and  other  places  to  provide  local  remedies  for  the  in- 
convenience felt  from  the  deficiency,  by  the  issue  of  copper 
tokens.  Several  of  this  description  of  coin  were  issued  in 
Poole,  both  by  individual  tradesmen  and  by  the  corporation. 
The  coin  struck  for  the  latter  was  a  farthing,  and  there  still 
exists  in  the  corporation  books,  an  entry  of  the  authority 
granted  to  the  mayor  to  dbburse  £10  in  copper  farthings, 
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with  the  stamp  of  the  town  arms  upon  them,  and  this 
inscription,  "  for  the  mayor  op  the  town  and 
COUNTY  OP  POOLE."  It  appears  from  this  entry,  that 
these  farthings  were  first  issued  August  22,  1667,  and  that 
for  the  ten  pounds  disbursed,  the  mayor  received  farthings 
to  the  amount  of  £19  4s.  4^ 

The  vkit  of  Charles  II.  to  Poole  stimulated  the  desires 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  shortly  afterwards  petitioned  the 
monarch  for  a  confirmation  of  their  ancient  liberties  and  a 
grant  of  additional  privileges,  which  were  thereupon  con- 
ceded in  1667.  The  burgesses  of  Poole  having,  however, 
sent  to  the  Parliament  representatives  hostile  to  the  views  of 
the  court,  the  offence  was  resented  by  the  issue  of  a  writ  of 
quo  warranto^  in  1684,  under  the  judgment  of  which  the 
borough  was  deprived  of  all  its  liberties  and  privileges  t 

*  In  the  sixteenth  century,  the  want  of  a  small  copper  coinage  led  to  great  incon- 
Tcnience,  both  in  England  and  on  the  continent ;  but  before  the  onion  of  the  two 
kingdoms  under  James  I.,  there  was  not  any  brass  or  copper  money  coined  for  the 
useofEngland,  though  OUT  neighbours,  the  French,  had  it  in  1575,  as  most  of  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms  and  sUtes  bad  it  some  time  before.  Edward  VI.  was  the  last 
prince  under  whom  farthings  could  possibly  be  coined  of  silver,  the  nominal  Talue  of 
that  metal  having  so  greatly  increased,  and  though  it  is  known  from  records  that  he 
did  coin  farthings,  very  few  indeed  have  been  discovered.  The  smallness  indeed  of 
the  silver  halfpenny,  Uiough  continued  down  to  the  commonwealth,  rendered  that 
coin  of  extreme  inconvenience.  Queen  Elisabeth  it  seems  had  it  under  consideration 
before  her  death  to  issue  a  copper  coinage,  but  pould  not  pvercome  her  reluctance  to 
its  adoption.  Under  her  authority,  however,  halfpence  of  copper  were  made  at 
Bristol,  for  the  use  of  that  opulent  city  ;  and  this  example  extended,  and  towards  the 
latter  end  of  her  reign,  tradesmen's  tokens  of  lead  and  brass  becaiqe  general, 
more  especially  in  London.  The  project  for  a  state  copper  coinage  was  not  revived 
until  1613,  when  Uie  issue  of  king  James's  royal  farthing  tokens  commenced  by 
proclamation,  in  consequence  of  the  prodigious  quantity  of  private  tokens  of  lead 
and  brass,  which  every  tradesman  made  and  paid  for  halfpence.  This  authorised 
cobiage  was  by  no  means  favourably  received,  the  tradesmen  having  found  their 
issue  of  tokens  a  very  lucrative  mode  of  doing  business,  and  it  continued  in  a 
kind  of  reluctant  and  restricted  circulation  during  this  reign  and  the  succeeding. 
This  reluctance  and  the  king's  death  in  1649.  put  an  utter  stop  to  its  currency ; 
and  no  farthings  being  struc^  under  the  commonwealth,  the  tokens  of  corporate 
towns  and  private  tradesmen  again  took  their  run,  increasing  prodigiously  until 
1672,  when  farthings  properly  so  called  were  a^n  coined  by  government. 

In  1811,  and  the  few  immediately  subsequent  years,  during  the  great  scarcity  of 
coin,  owing  to  the  exportation  of  the  precious  metals  during  the  long  •continued 
wars  of  the  French  revolution,  a  similar  practice  was  adopted,  and  silver  tokens  of 
the  various  values  of  sixpence,  one  shilli  ig.  and  eighteen  pence,  were  generally  issued 
in  all  the  principal  towns  of  England.  Several  tokens  of  this  kind  were  issued  ii^ 
Poole. 


^ 
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and  though  the  crown  was  humblj  petitioned  to  that  effect, 
these  were  not  restored  until  the  4th  of  James  11. 

After  the  examination  of  T^tus  Oates,  and  the  discovery, 
whether  real  or  alleged,  of  the  much  questioned  popish 
plot,  several  messengers  and  officers  vbited  Poole,  in 
March,  1679,  for  the  discovery  and  apprehension  of  persons 
suspected  of  being  concerned  in  the  conspiracy.  No  re- 
cord exists  of  the  degree  of  success  that  attended  their 
search. 

At  the  time  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  attempt,  in  1686, 
to  obtain  the  Britbh  crown,  the  hereditary  temper  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Poole  would  naturally  render  them  well 
affected  to  tlie  duke,  and  accordingly  we  find,  that  '^  when 
at  a  stand,  and  not  a  little  non-plussed,"  at  Frome,  it  was 
the  intention  of  his  party  <»  to  get  good  horses,  and  so  for 
Poole,  a  little  sea-port  town,  not  far  off,  where  we  were  to 
seize  a  ship  and  set  forth  for  Holland  again,  leaving  our 
infantry  to  the  mercy  of  the  country."*^  Thb  plan  was 
afterwards  abandoned,  in  consequence  of  some  intervening 
circumstances,  but  the  choice  of  Poole  shews  that  the 
duke's  cause  was  here  favoured.  In  Pitts's  "  New  Mar- 
tyrology"  is  the  following  passage:  "The  rest  of  the 
executions  in  this  county  (Dorset),  as  at  Weymouth,  Poole, 
Shaston,  Wimbome,  &c.,  not  being  there,  we  shall  pass 
over,  and  only  give  you  particular  touches  which  we  saw 
to  our  perfect  knowledge." 

The  inhabitants  of  Poole  warmly  participated  in  the 
feeling  of  pleasure  that  prevailed  through  the  kingdom  on, 
the  consummation  of  the  revolution  of  1688,  by  which  the 
protestantism  of  the  kingdom  was  secured,  and  a  more 
popular  spirit  infused  into  the  government.  On  the  19th 
of  April,  1689,  "  the  news  of  the  coronation  of  king  William 
and  queen  Mary  was  received  with  great  rejoicing  i^t 
Poole."t 

♦  Pitta's  New  Mtrtyrology.  i  Old  MS.  Journal. 

T 
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Id  1690,  the  governmeBl  of' William  was  involved  io. 
much  perplexity.  In  addition  to  the  troubles  in  Ireland^ 
and  the  r^essness  of  the  jacobin  faction  in  England^  the 
empire  was  threatened  with  an  invasion  by  France.  A 
fleet  sailed  from  Brest,  with  this  intent,  and  was  discovered  i 
off  Pljmouth,  on  the  20th  of  June ;  and  the  English  .admi-. 
ral,  lord  Torrington,  immediatelv,  with  the  fleet  under  his 
command,  stood  out  to  sea,  widi  a  view  to  interoeptthe- 
French  fleet,  at  the  back  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  should  it 
presukne  to  sail  up  the  channel.  On  the  following  day,  the 
21st,  the  French  fleet,  consisting  of  seventy-eight  ships  of 
war,  and  twenty-two  fire  ships,  appeared  off  the  port  of 
Poole,  where  they  threatened  a  descent.  The  inhabitants 
promptly  undertook  measures  for  preventmg  surprise  and 
securing  the  safety  of  ttie  town ;  and  the  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  official  entry  of  the  measures  adopted. 

••  Poole f  June  21, 1690. — ^At  an  assembly  of  the  corporation 
at  ihe  guildhall,  then  and  there  it  was  ordered  and 
appointed  that  for  the  better  securing  the  towne  against 
the  dangers  threatened  to  this  town  by  the  French,  a 
common  enemy  to  the  kingdom,  now  having  a  very 
great  fleet  of  ships  in  sight  of  thb  place : — 

♦* Imprimis: — An  extraordinary  watch  of  thirteen  every 
night  (every  man  in  his  own  person  if  at  home  and  of 
ability  of  body)  do  watch  at  such  |)laces  as  the  captain 
of  the  watch  tor  every  night  shall  think  fit. 

**  Item  : — That  four  great  guns  be  placed  and  mounted  at 
the  town  gates  to  secure  that  part  of  the  entrance  into 
the  town. 

"Item: — That  all  persons  that  have  muskets,  fowling- 
pieces,  blunderbusses,  pistols,  powder,  bullets,  or  other 
arms  or  ammunition  or  defence,  more  than  what  is  for 
their,  or  their  friends'  use,  do  brin?  them  into  the  town 
halt,  and  there  an  account  to  be  taken  of  them,  and  care 
taken  for  the  cleansing  of  them  and  making  them  fit  for 
use,  and  that  the  fixing  and  cleansing  of  the  arms,  and 
the  cost  of  the  powder  and  shot  shall  be  made  good  to 
the  furnishers,  at  the  general  chai^ge  of  the  whole  town, 
to  be  levied  by  an  equal  rate  as  the  law  shall  allow. 
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*^  Item : — That  four  men  be  appointed  as  a  sea  watdi  or 
£^uard,  two  of  which  to  go  in  the  king's  scout  and  two  to 
be  at  the  castle  of  Brownsea,  the  former  to  give  notice  of 
any  cipproaching  danger,  and  the  others,  on  such  notice 
or  sign,  by  firing  a  gun,  to  give  notice  to  the  town/* 

The  eoeroy  did  not  attempt  a  landing  here,  but  pro- 
ceeded up  the  channel,  and  an  engagement  took  place  off 
Beachy  head,  a  few  days  afterwards,  between  the  fleets,  in 
which  the  English  admiral  was  defeated.  The  French 
fleet  then  threatened  the  whole  of  the  western  coast,  for  die 
defence  of  which  prompt  and  effective  measures  were 
adopted. 

During  the  hostilities  that  then  ensued  between  the 
contending  countries,  we  find  that  some  individuals  of 
Poole  conducted  themselves  with  a  degree  of  bravery 
never  paralleled,  and  set  an  example  of  daring  cou* 
rage  in  resistance  of  the  enemy,  that  justly  obtained  for 
them  marked  tributes  of  royal  distinction,  and  honourable 
mention  in  the  national  records. 

In  1694,  capt.  Peter  Jolliffe,  of  Poole,  who  was  cruising 
in  a  small  hoy,  called  the  ^  Sea  Adventure,*'  perceiving  a 
French  privateer  off  the  isle  of  Purbeck,  make  a  prize  of  a 
fishing  boat  belonging  to  Weymouth,  boldly  attacked  the 
privateer,  though  of  three  times  his  strength,  and  having 
first  obliged  him  to  quit  his  prize,  afterwards  forced  him 
on  shore*  near  the  village  of  Lullworth,  the  people  of  which 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  vessel,  and  took  the  crew 
prisoners.  For  thi^  brave  exploit,  captain  Jolliffe  was 
honoured  with  a  magnificent  gold  chain  and  medal,  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  king^.  The  medal  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Rev.  Peter  William  Jolliffe,  incumbent 
of  the  parish,  who  is  the  great  grandson  of  the  gallant 
captain ;  it  weighs  2oz.  17dwts.,  and  has  on  the  obverse  the 
beads  of  the  king  and  queen  in  high  relief,  with  the  titular 
legend  "GVL:  ET.MAR:  D:  G:  M:B:  F:  ET.  H: 

•  IxmdonOu:  aOW.^CimpbeU'i  Admirals,  iii  m. 
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REX.  ET.  REGINA/'    And  on  the  reverse  is  the  foU 
lowing  inscription : — 

«  His  Mat^'  Gift  as  a  Reward  to  PETER  JOLLIF^ 
of  PoolCffor  his  good  Service  ag^'  the  Enemy  in  retaking 
a  Ketch  of  fVevmouth  from  a  French  Privateer,  and 
chaceing  the  said  Privateer  on  Shoar  near  Lulworth  in  y« 
Isle  ofPurbeckf  where  shee  was  broken  inpeeces.    1694.** 

The  honourable  reward  bestowed  in  this  instance  appears 
to  have  acted  as  a  wholesome  stimulus,  for  a  still  more 
daring  action  was  undertaken  on  the  90th  of  May,  1695^ 
by  William  Thompson^  master  of  a  fishing  boat,  belonging 
to  Poole,  who,  when  fishing  near  the  isle  of  Purbeck^ 
accompanied  by  only  one  man  and  a  boy,  perceived  a  pri* 
vateer  of  Cherbourg  bearing  down  upon  him.  He  was  so 
far  from  avoiding  the  enemy  that  he  made  ready  to  defend 
himself  the  best  way  he  could,  with  two  little  guns  which 
he  had  mounted  and  some  small  arms ;  and  with  so  incon- 
siderable a  force  he  behaved  himself  with  such  success 
that  in  a  little  time  he  wounded  the  captain,  the  lieutenant, 
and  six  more  of  the  French,  which  so  discouraged  the  rest 
that  they  bore  away.  But  then,  in  hb  turn,  Thompson, 
encouraged  by  the  success  of  his  valour,  gave  chase  to  the 
privateer,  fired  upon  her  incessantly  for  two  hours,  and  at 
length  made  the  enemy  strike,  beg  for  quarter,  and  sur- 
render ;  so  that  Thompson,  thus  victorious,  brought  away 
the  sloop  with  fourteen  prisoners,  of  whom  the  captain  was 
one,  having  left  two  more  at  Corfe  castle,  and  brought  her 
into  Poole  harbour.  This  privateer  had  two  pateraroes, 
several  small  arms  and  grenadoes,  and  sixteen  men.  For 
this  gallant  proceeding  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  gave 
Thompson  not  only  the  vessel  he  had  taken,  but  a  gold 
chain  and  medal,  similar  to  that  presented  to  captain 
Jollifie.« 

In  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  practice 

•  London  Ota:  3085.— Pointer'i  Chron:  Hist:  ii.  411,  412.— Present  SUte  of 
Europe.— LeUiard'B  Nav :  liist :  ii,  700.— CampbeU'i  Admirals,  iii,  1». 
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<^f  smuggling  was  carried  on  to  an  astonishing  extent  on 
the  whole  of  the  southern  coast ;  and  so  prejudicial  was 
the  practice  found,  that  a  potion  of  the  mayor,  bailiff,  bur- 
gesses, and  commonaltj  of  Poole  was  presented  to  the  house 
of  commons,  Dec  17, 1720,  setting  forth  **the  great  decay 
of  their  home  manufacture  by  reason  of  the  great  quantities 
of  goods  run,  hot  only  on  that  but  on  all  the  eastern  coasts," 
and  prajring  for  remedy.  And,  Dec.  11,  1722,  another 
petition,  prajring  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling,  was  pre- 
sented from  the  same  parties.  Soon  afterwards  strenuous 
efforts  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  government  to 
check  the  practice  of  smuggling,  by  instituting  prosecutions 
against  great  numbers  who  had  offended,  by  importing  or  ' 
buyinguncustomed  goods;  and  the  proceedings  seem  to  have 
been  of  very  extensive  application,  for,  on  March  21, 1728, 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  house  from  **  the  principal 
and  other  mhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Poole,'* 
setting  forth  that  the  town  was  very  much  impoverished,  and 
the  trade  lessened  by  prosecutions  against  such  of -the  un- 
happy inhabitants,  as  through  ignorance  or  inadvertency 
either  imported  or  bought  goods  which  had  not  paid  the 
duties,  dnd  praying  such  relief  as  the  house  should  think  fit. 
This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee  specially  ap- 
pointed. To  thb  committee  were  also  referred  other 
petitions,  subsequently  presented  from  Harwich,  Ports- 
mouth, Gosport,  Portsea,  Exeter,  Dartmouth,  &c.,  to  the 
like  effect.  The  committee  reported  that  the  towns  were 
V  very  much  impoverished,  and  their  trade  lessened,  by  rea- 
son that  several  of  the  unhappy  inhabitants,  who,  through 
ignorance  or  inadvertency,  either  run,  imported,  or  bought 
goods,  which  had  not  paid  the  duties,  are  now  confined  in 
prison,  and  very  few  of  them,  if  any,  capable  of  making 
satis&ction  for  the  same ;  and  that  several  of  the  persons, 
having  given  bail,  are  run  away ;  and  most  of  the  people 
under  prosecution,  are  sea-faring  men,  who,  in  regard  to 
their  own  safety,  will,  in  all  probability,  be  induced,  if  not 
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obli|fed»  to  withdraw  themselves  out  of  his  majestj's 
dominions,  as  many  of  them  have  already  done/'  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  p^ialties,  in  many  instances, 
were  remitted* 

The  severe  measures  of  the  government  were  not, 
however,  fully  successful.  The  dealing  in  contraband 
merchandize  continued  to  be  carried  on  with  a  degree  of 
daring  and  desperation  that  almost  defied  the  powers  of 
the  |aw :  and  an  occurrence,  in  which  Poole  was  concerqed, 
bears  evidence  of  the  nature  of  this  illicit  trading,  and  the 
character  of  those  who  carried  it  on.  This  transaction 
gave  rise  to  a  powerful  sensation  at  the  time  all  over  the 
country,  and  was  the  occasion  of  the  government  adopting 
more  effective  measures  for  prevention  than  had  previously 
been  had  recourse  to.  These  proceedings,  which  began  in 
smuggling  and  ended  in  the  execution  irf  a  considerable 
number  of  participators  in  one  of  the  most  brutal  mfurders 
on  record,  were  published  at  the  time  in  a  small  volume. 
The  following  is  an  abstract : — In  September,  1747,  one 
John  Diamond,  or  Dymar,  agreed  with  a  number  of  smug* 
glers,  to  go  over  to  the  island  of  Guernsey,  to  smuggle  tea, 
where,  having  purchased  a  considerable  quantity,  on  their 
return  in  a  cutter,  they  were  taken  by  one  captain  William 
Johnson,  who  carried  the  vessel  and  tea  to  the  port  of 
Poole,  and  lodged  the  tea  in  the  custom-house  there. 

The  smugglers  being  very  much  incensed  at  thb  miscar- 
riage of  their  purchase,  resolved  not  to  sit  down  contented 
with  the  loss;  but,  on  a  consultation  held  among  them, 
they  agreed  to  go  and  take  away  the  tea  from  the  ware- 
house where  it  was  lodged.  Accordingly,  a  body  of  men, 
to  the  number  of  sixty,  well  armed,  assembled  in  Charlton 
forest,  and  from  thence  proceeded  on  dieir  enterprise ;  to 
accomplidi  which  they  agreed,  that  only  thirty  of  them 
should  go  upon  the  attack,  and  that  the  remainmg  thirty 
should  be  placed  as  scouts  upon  the  diffn'ent  roads,  to 
watdi  the  motions  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  be 
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ready  to  assist  or  alarm  the  main  body,  in  case  any  opposi* 
tion  should  be  made. 

The-  party  deputed  for  the  purpose  arrived  at  Poole, 
about  eleven  o'clodk  on  the  nig'ht  of  the  6th  of  October, 
1747 ;  when  having  ridden  down  a  little  back  lane,  they 
came  to  the  sea^side;  they  here  quitted  their  horses,  lear* 
ing  two  of  the  gang  to  look  after  them,  whilst  the  remainder 
proceeded  to  the  custom-house,  which  they  broke  into* 
with  violence,  and  having  broken  open  four  doors,  reached' 
the  warehouse  m  which  the  tea  had  been  deposited.  This, 
which  amounted  to  about  two  ton!^  weight,  they  secured 
and  carried  off.  They  carefully  abstained  from  touching 
any  other  property,  swearing  that  they  came  for  their  own, 
and  would  have  it. 

They  returned  with  their  booty  through  Pordingbridge, 
in  Hampshire,  where  some  hundreds  of  people  were  assem- 
bled to  view  the  cavalcade.  Among  the  spectators  was 
Duiiel  Chater,  a  shoemaker,  known  to  Diamond,  who 
shook  hands  with  him  as  he  passed  along,  and  threw  him  a 
bag  of  tee. 

His  majesty's  proclamation  coming  out,  with  a  promise 
of  a  reward  for  apprehending  those  persons  who  were 
concerned  in  breaking  open  the  custom-house ;  and  Dia* 
mond  having  been  taken  into  custody  at  Chichester,  on 
suspicion  of  having  been  one  of  them :  Chater  mentioned 
the  meetmg  at  Pordingbridge,  which  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  coUector  of  the  customs  at  Southampton,  he 
sent  William  Galley  (a  king's  officer)  with  Chater,  to 
convey  a  letter  to  major  Batiin,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Sussex,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  desire  an  examination 
of  Chater,  in  relation  to  what  he  knew  of  the  affair,  and 
wh^her  he  could  prove  the  identity  of  Diamond's  person. 

These  two  unfortunate  men  were  entrapped  by  a  gang 
of  smugglers,  who  had  obtained  information  of  their  jour- 
ney, and  by  whom  they  were  mosi  brutally  murdered. 
The  crime  was  brought  to  light  six  or  seven  months  after- 
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wards,  by  the  confession  of  one  of  the  murderers  whilst  in 
custody  on  some  other  charge.  Fifteen  smugglers  were 
concerned  in  the  murder,  many  of  whom  were  apprehended, 
and  a  special  commission  was  issued  to  try  them  at  Chich- 
ester, the  crime  having  been  committed  in  the  county  of 
Sussex.  The  trials  lasted  from  the  16th  to  the  19th  April, 
1748.  Seven  of  the  prisoners  were  convicted  and  execu- 
ted. On  the  4th  April,  in  the  same  year,  five  of  the 
smugglers  concerned  in  breaking  open  the  custom-house 
at  Poole,  were  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  that  offence, 
and  for  stealing  from  the  said  custom-house,  thirty-seven 
hundred-weight  of  tea,  value  £500  and  upwards,  on  Oct. 
6, 1747.  Four  of  them  were  convicted,  of  whom  one  was 
afterwards  pardoned,  and  three  others  being  executed. 

After  these  occurrences  the  government  deemed  it  pru« 
dent  to  pursue  more  rigorous  measures  for  the  prevention 
of  the  traffic  in  contraband  goods,  and  for  thus  checking 
the  opportunity  and  temptation  to  such  diabolical  violence 
as  was  committed  in  this  instance. 

A  melancholy  accident  occurred  in  Poole  harbour, 
March  10, 1759,  when  a  passage  boat,  sailing  from  Poole 
to  Wareham  with  19  persons  on  board  was  driven  on  the 
mud,  and  18  individuab  perished  in  their  attempts  to  reach 
the  shore. 

In  1792  and  the  following  years,  when  the  demoniac 
frenzy  of  revolutionary  France  shook  all  the  continental 
empires,  and  threatened  the  overthrow  of  ail  ancient 
government  and  constituted  authority,  and  when  our  own 
shores  were  menaced  with  a  Gallic  invasion,  Poole  was 
garrisoned  with  forces  arrayed  to  oppose  the  threatened 
attempt,  and  the  loyal  portion  of  the  inhabitants  here,  as 
elsewhere,  formed  themselves  into  patriotic  associations  in 
defence  of  their  country  and  its  constitution.  In  order  to 
promote  a  desire  for  serving  the  country,  the  corporation, 
Jan.  22,  1793,  set  apart  from  their  funds  £200  for  aug^ 
menting  the  bounty  offered  to  seamen  on  entering  his 
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jnajesfy*s  service  ai  this  port ;  aqd  the  sum  of  £100  was 
giTOD  by  the  representatives  of  the.  borough  to  the  same 
purpose.  And  bj  waj  of  setting,  a  public  example  of 
attachment  to  the  principles,  of  hereditary  mpnarphy,  on  the 
thirtieth  of  the  same  month»  being  the  annivei^sary  of  the 
martyrdom  of  Charles  1.,  the  committee  of  *  the  association 
against  republicans  and  levellers'  breakfasted  with  the 
mayor,  and  afterwards,  dressed  in  mourning,  attended  him 
in  procession  to  the  church,  where  a  sermon  on  the  occasion 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  P.  W.  JoUifie. 

An  act  of  bravery,  similar  to  those  we  have  recorded  at 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth, century,  again  honoured  some 
individuals  belonging  to  Poole,  in  1797.  The  brig  *  General 
Wolfe,?  on  its  passage  to  Newfoundland  from  Poole,  was 
taken,  on  the  19th  of  Oct,  by  a  French  privateer.  The 
captain  and  eleisen^  of  the  crew  were  taken  on  board  the 
{K'ivateer,  leaving  of  the  brig's  crew  only  the  mate,  Wm. 
Wellstood,  a  man  named  Hussey,  and  a  lad  on  board, 
with  twelve  Frenchmen  .drafted  from  the  privateer.  On 
the  6th  of  November,  the  mate,  hb  man,  and  the  boy, 
assailed  the  Frenchmen,  overpowered  them,  got  possession 
of  all  the  arms,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  the  brig  into 
Cork  harbour  twelve  days  afterwards,  when  all  the  Fr«ich« 
men  were  sent  to  Kinsale  prison. 

Notwithstanding  the.  efforts  of  a  minor  party  in  the 
town,  who  seized  the  opportunity  afforded  by  a  moment 
of  public  difficulty  to  make  increased  endeavours  to 
embarrass  the  government,  the  inhabitants  of  Poole  con* 
tinned,  throughout  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution,  to 
manifest  highly  patriotic  conduct;  and  they  cheerfully 
responded  to  the  calls  made  upon  their  pecuniary  and  per- 
sonal service.  In  addition  to  the  establishment  of  *  armed 
volunteer  associations^'  subscriptions  were  repeatedly  made 
for  various  <puq)08es  connected  with  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded  soldiers 
and  seam^  and  their  families.    On  one  occasion,  at  a 
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public  meeting;  of  the  inhabitantSy  held  at  the  townhalf^ 
Feb.  27,  1798,  books  were  opened  for  the  reception  of 
voluntary  contributions  towards  the  defence  of  the  country^ 
and  no  less  than  thirteen  hundred  pounds  were  immcdiatel  j 
subscribed.  On  the  previous  day,  the  corporation  had 
voted  a  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  from  their  foods. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  war,  Poole  was  appointed 
the  general  rendezvous  for  the  militia  regiments ;  and  for 
several  years  it  was  the  scene  of  all  the  martial  bustle  and 
stirring  occurrences  that  characterize  a  garrison  town  in 
the  time  of  warfare. 

In  1814,  the  heroic  achievements  of  England,  by  the 
indomitable  spirit  of  a  nation  of  freemen  in  arms,  were 
triumphantly  consummated  in  a  succession  of  victories  that 
overwhelmed  the  power  of  the  French  host,  and  beat  down 
the  daring  ambition  of  Buonaparte.  All  England  rang 
with  the  demonstrations  of  joy  manifested  on  this  occasion ; 
in  every  town  and  village  the  inhabitants  kept  holiday,  and 
a  succession  of  national  festivities,  never  equalled  before  or 
since,  testified  how  general  was  the  feeling  of  grateful 
rejoicing  that  prevailed.  Poole  was  not  behind  other 
places  in  these  indications.  On  the  arrival  of  the  news,,  the 
town  was  brilliantly  illuminated  on  the  evening  of  April  18 ; 
and  on  the  following  day^  a  ball  at  the  townhall  was 
attended  by  the  principal  hjhabitants ;  whilst  on  the  suc- 
ceeding evening  a  display  of  fireworks  closed  these  pre- 
liminary festivities.  Preparations  having  been  made  for 
the  purpose,  a  public  dinner  took  place,  embracing  nearly 
the  whole  population  of  the  town,  without  distinction  of 
rank  or  circumstance,  on  the  26th  of  July.  A  committee  of 
upwards  of  thirty  gentlemen  were  entrusted  with  the  ar- 
rangements, which  were  well  disposed.  Tlie  dinner  was 
held  in  the  market  place  and  the  adjoining  streets^  where» 
we  are  told,  **  not  less  than  five  thousand  persons  sat  down 
to  a  most  plentiful  regale  of  old  English  fare>  roast  beef, 
plum  pudding,  and  strong  beer,  attended  by  an  excellent 
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iSiind  of  music.  But  one  distinctive  place  was  allowed, 
which  was  for  the  president,  the  worshipful  the  major, 
Samuel  Clark,  esq.,  every  other  individual,  gentle  and 
simple,  being*  promiscuously  intermiiced.  One  honest  plum 
pudding,  of  about  a  hundred  weight,  was  added  to  the 
number  by  George  Garland,  esq.  After  the  dinner, 
many  loysi  toasts  were  drunk,  and  many  excellent  songs 
were  sung.  Amidst  this  vast  concourse  of  people,  not 
the  slightest  disorder  occurred,  and  about  six  o'clock  the 
company  dis|)ersed  from  the  dinner  tables,  to  partake  of 
the  remaining  part  of  the  festivaL  A  select  party  of  gen- 
tlemen having  got  up,  at  a  considerable  expense  and  labour, 
a  very  splendid  collection  of  fireworks,  a  field  was  chosen 
for  the  occasion,  in  which  also  a  spacious  booth  was  erected, 
and  tea  and  cofiee  made  for  the  ladies.*' 

The  commerce  of  Poole  had  been  enhanced  in  1810,  by 
the  port  being  made  a  free  port;  an  advantage  to  which 
its  convenient  situation,  the  safety  of  its  harbour,  and  its 
^acious  and  commodious  quays,  well  entitled  it. 

In  the  year  1832,  on  the  passing  of  the  parliamentary 
reform  act,  and  the  collateral  act  for  regulating  the  bound- 
aries of  parliamentary  boroughs,  the  adjoining  tithings  of 
Longfleet  and  Parkstone,  and  the  parish  of  Ilamworthy 
were  annexed  to  the  old  borough  of  the  town  and  county, 
for  the  purposes  of  parliamentary  representation.  And  in 
1835,  the  act  which  passed  the  legislature  for  the  regulation 
of  municipal  coq)orations,  united  the  same  district  to  the 
old  borough  for  all  municipal  purposes,  investing  it  with 
all  the  exempt  and  peculiar  privileges  theretofore  exclu- 
sively enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  included 
within  the  old  boundaries  :  so  that  from  that  time  the 
aggregate  district  has  formed  one  integral  borough  of 
**the  county  of  the  borough  of  Poole.'* 

We  have  thus  traced,  in  some  measure,  the  general  and 
more  fugitive  historical  particulars  of  the  town  of  Poole, 
from  its  most  remote  existence,  down  to  a  period  verging 
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Upon  the  present  day.  The  municipal  and  ecdesiasttcal 
portions  of  the  bistorr  bure  been  left  untouched,  being 
deemed  of  Sufficient  importance  to  afford  material  for  dis- 
tinct chapters;  The  town  whidi  we  have  first  seen  as  the 
rude  settlement  of  a  few  scattered  stragglers,  we  bare 
accompanied  throu^  tbe  phases  of  its  prosperitj,  until  we 
leave  it  the  first  commercial  port  of  the  district  in  which  it 
is  situated.  The  hand  of  progressire  civilization,  the' 
amelioratioDS  of  accumtdated  wealth,  and  the  institutions 
of  adTancing-  society  are  everywhere  discernabie.  Hie 
leading  features  of  the  town,  in  its  modem  state,  its  muni- 
cipal and  religious  edi flees,  its  social  and  other  institutions,' 
and  its  statistical  details.  Will,  however,  form  the  subject  of 
subsequent  pages. 


IBI  lom  ciuu.— Tide  PP'  K,  H. 
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^e  lai^unmpal  i^tjttorp* 


It  may  be  questioned 'whether  any  period  could  offer 
itself  more  favourable  than  the  present  for  a  calm  and 
unbiassed  investigation  of  a  portion  of  the  great  political 
fabric,  composed  of  those  municipal  establishments  that, 
form  so  important  a  feature  in  the  British  constitution. '  We 
stand  almost  upon  the  halting  place  between  two  distinct 
systems  of  municipal  administration.  The  local  associations 
which  we  have  derived  at  least  from  our  Saxon  ancestors ; 
the  municipal  institutions  of  the  kingdom,  whose  origin 
(however  corruption  and  usurpation  may  have  meddled 
with  their  operation  and  details)  is  coeval  with  the  funda- 
mental liberties  of  the  realm ; — ^these  ancient  establishments 
have  been  swept  away  by  the  recent  enactments  of  par- 
liament, to  be  replaced  by  a  new,  untried,  and  uniform  sys- 
tem of  municipal  government.  That  system  may  be  truly 
termed  new  and  untried,  because,  although  in  much  it 
is  analogous  to  the  constitution  of  oiu*  boroughs  in  the 
Saxon  and  Norman  times,  yet  the  progress  of  literature, 
the  arts,  and  commerce,  the  more  extensive  development 
of  political  freedom,  and  the  varied  relations  of  our  national 
institutions,  have  materially  altered  the  positions  in  which 
the  diversified  classes  of  the  community  stand  in  regard  io 
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each  other,  and  induced  a  state  of  society  altogedier 
different  from  that  in  which  our  municipal  associations 
took  their  rise.  It  b  a  question  of  grave  import,  and  one 
to  which  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  will  suffice  to  afford  a 
decisive  answer,  whether  the  change  that  has  been  effected 
was  politically  expedient  or  just;— whether  institutions, 
that  might  have  be^i  admirably  adapted  to  the  circum- 
stances and  requirem^its  of  our  Saxon  ancestors, — a 
people  the  framework  of  whose  society  was  essentially 
differait  from  that  of  the  present  day — can  be  advantage- 
ously recurred  to  after  the  nation  has  passed  through  so 
many  ages  of  diverse  rule,  and  undergone  the  ordeal  of 
successive  revolutions,  alike  in  society  and  in  government ; 
— whether  the  extinct  corporate  bodies  had  not  varied 
from  their  Saxon  originals  chiefly  in  a  gradual  adaptation 
to  the  existing  circumstances  of  each  local  community 
amongst  which  they  were  placed ; — and  whether,  in  short, 
it  were  not  practical  and  more  advantageous  to  correct 
acknowledged  evils  induced  by  usurpation,  without  sweep- 
ing away  those  arrangements  that  bad  been  conventionally 
adopted  in  deference  to  the  increasing  want3  and  altered 
situations  of  the  people. 

But  this  is  a  question  with  which  it  is  hardly  the  province 
of  the  present  work  to  deal ;  and  without  entering  into 
such  dbcussion,  it  may  be  permitted  to  glance  at  the 
growth  of  municipal  establishments,  and  to  investigate  their 
early  formation  and  progress,  particularly  in  so  far  as  the 
historical  incidents  of  tlie  borough  of  Poole  are  affected 
by  or  affect  the  matter.  No  party  purpose  can  now  be 
served  by  such  an  enquiry  into  the  rise  of  those  corpora- 
tions that  have  become  purely  a  matter  of  history.  The 
fierce  prejudices  of  party  have  subsided  into  the  calm 
expression  of  dissentient  opinions  on  questions  that  no 
longer  affect  the  relations  of  rivalry ;  and  hence  the  subject 
may  be  treated  dispassionately,  without  reference  to  any 
peculiar  theory,  and  in  regard  only  to  the  general  bearing 
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of  facts  and  records.  It  is  advantageous  therefore  to  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  municipal  history  of  a  bo- 
rough at  such  a  time,  when  prejucl^ces  are  in  abeyance, 
and  when  also  it  is  desirable  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  town 
should  have  placed  upon  collective  record  the  memorials 
of  an  institution  'that  has  been  abandoned,  after  having 
come  down  to  their  days  as  the  accumulated  legacy  of 
many  a  century. 

The  etymology  of  the  word  *  borough'  has  been  warmly 
contested,  and  is  involved  in  mudi  doubt ;  nor  is  it  essai- 
tial  whether  we  are  to  look  for  the  appellation  to  a  Greek 
or  Teutonic  origin.  It  is  to  the  Saxon  period  of  our 
national  history  that  we  must  refer  for  the  first  clear  indi- 
cations of  those  associations  understood  by  the  term 
^boroughs.'  It  se^ns  tolerably  evident,  that  at  that 
period  the  word  was  applied  to  every  city  and  town  of 
importance,  to  which  those  of  the  people  resorted  who 
were  free  from  the  slavish  services  and  from  the  arbitrary 
payments  contingent  upon  tenures  in  villanage ;  and  who, 
though  in  some  measure  dependent  upon  the  lord  of  the 
soil,  were  not  so  much  at  his  disposal  as  his  more 
immediate  retainers  and  tenants; —such  cities  and  towns 
enjoying  a  peculiar  local  jurisdiction  and  police,  distinct 
from  those  of  the  shire,  and  being  governed  by  their  own 
officers  chosen  at  the  courts-leet  holden  under  the  authority 
of  the  king  or  lord.  The  title  *  burghwara'  (burghers), 
which  is  the  term  used  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle  to  indicate 
the  people  of  the  boroughs,  does  not  seem  to  denote  an 
exclusive  class  possessed  of  any  peculiarity  of  legal  right, 
but  the  general  body  of  the  people  in  the  town:  they 
were  **  the  permanent  free  inhabitants  of  the  boroughs ; 
performing  their  duties  and  enjoying  their  privileges — as 
the  free  inhabitant  householders,  paying  scot  and  bearing 
lot ;  presented,  sworn,  and  enrolled  at  the  court  leet.''4( 


•  Meiewcther  and  Stephens:  Uiit:  of  Boroughs,  t. 


Ode^^gteat^object  of  the^regalations  o£  the  Saxons- was  le 
•check  Iberpractioe  of  vagrancy;  against. thiff  their  laws 
were  very  severe^  and:  many  inducements  were  offered  to  a 
permanent  residence:  every  .man  living  in  a  borough  for  a 
year  and  a  day,  was  required  by  the  law  4o  do  his.  suit  at 
the  court  leet,  and  he  thereon  became-  entitled  to  the 
privileges  <rf  a  freeman,'  and  was  considered  law«worthy. 
When  the  Saxon  subjects  were  thus  raised,  from  the:slavish 
Conditton  of  villanage,  and  became- free-men,  they  were 
answerable  to  the  law  for  itbemsel ves,'  whilst  ithe  lords  were 
answerable'  for>  the  conduct  -at  the^villans:  >  they  were 
admitted  into*  the  general  system  of  pledges,'  by  means  of 
whi^ih'ifreemtebeoame  responsible  for  thC'Conduct  of  each 
other.^'  Associated  together  for  the  purposes  of  trade 
and  commerce^  by  the  increase. of  which  they  became  pos* 
sessed  of  weahbythe  burgesses  were  thus  raised  into  persons 
of  comparative  importance,*  and  enabled  to  purchase  from 
their  lords  considerable  extension  of  privilege,^  and  ex- 
emption from  many  serviie  duties;*   This  concession'  of 
additional  privileges^  beyond:  those  appurtenant  to  every 
borough- by  the  provisions  of  general  laws,  was  the  object 
for  which  charters  were  granted  by*  the  kings  and  great 
lords;    Thus  arose  that  great  framework  of  the  chartered 
communities  which  were  spread  over  the. land,  and  which 
gradually  introduced  so  great  an  alteration  in  the  relations 
of  society  'and  the  political  institutions  of  the  kingdom, 
by  their  importance,  power,  and  privileges. 

The  borough  ^stem  experienced  little  alteration  at  the 
period  of  the  conquest,  and  notwithstandikig  the  prevalence 
of  contrary  opinions^  it  is  manifest  from  the  laws  compiled 
and  published  by  WiHiAm  die  Conqueror^  and  by  the  great 

•  This  sytteia^of  mutn^  ^ledgos  at  the  court  leet,— by  m)neh  erery  freeman  was  to 
be  **  put  or  set  in  pledge.**  i.  c,  to  find  one  who  should  be  surety  to  the  law  for  his 
good>  behaviour,  and-that  h»  diould  befortbooming  to  answer  the  law  if  any  thing 
should  be  imputed  to  him ;  and  if  he  did  not,  the  pledge  was  io  be  responsible  for 
him— was  the  principle  upon  which  the  firm  basis  of  the  simple  but  practical  police 
of  our  Saxon  ancestors  was  foimded :. and  a  vestige  of  tjilB  principle  is  left  in  operation 
to  this  day,  in  proceedings  against  the  hundred. 
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fiscal  record  of  Domesdaj  Book<^,  that  the  provisions  and 
spirit  of  the  Saxon  policj  still  continued  to  prevail,  and 
were  encouraged  rather  than  suppressed  bj  thai  monarch. 

Such  then,  in  brief,  was  the  nature  and  condition  of 
boroughs  and  burgesses  at  the  period  when  we  find  men^ 
tion  first  made  of  Poole  in  its  municipal  character*  It  has 
been  lately  contended  by  powerful  and  enquiring  writers 
on  this  branch  of  our  history,  (Merewether  and  Stephens,) 
tliat  at  this  time  there  existed  no  boroughs  of  incorporation; 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  first  charter  of  incorporation  was 
granted  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI,  In  all  likelihood  this 
position  is  correct  in  a  technical  point  of  consideration  | 
the  period  referred  to  is,  perhaps,  the  earliest  in  which  the 
words  of  incorporation  are  to  be  found ;  but  the  reality  of 
the  thing,  which,  in  such  matters,  is  of  more  imports 
ance  than  the  mere  name,  had  certainly  been  long  in 
existence :  and  whether  the  peculiar  privileges  necessary 
in  the,  eye  of  the  law  to  constitute  a  corporation, — viz., 
the  power  of  suing  and  being  sued  by  some  corporate 
name,  and  the  power  of  holding  property  in  perpetuity  by 
succession, — had  or  had  not  been  expressly  conceded  by 
charter,  it  is  clear  that  such  powers  had  been  deemed  to 
belong  to,  and  had  been  exercised  by,  the  burgesses  of 
boroughs.  In  Domesday  and  in  other  documents  relating 
to  the  Saxon  times,  there  are  indications  of  the  possession 
by  burgesses  of  common  property,  held  for  the  benefit  of 
the  body  of  the  town's  people — property  which  sometimes 
appears  to  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  people  in  common, 
and  at  others  to  have  been  let  out  to  persons  who  paid  rent 
to  the  burgesses  as  landlords. 

The  burgesses  of  Poole  were  in  the  position  we  have 
outlined,  when  they  are  first  mentioned  in  the  charter  of 

*  Although  many  of  the  boroughs  are  expreuly  mentioned  as  such  in  Domesdajr 
Book,  yet  that  record  must  not  be  taken  as  containing  a  list  of  all  the  boroughs  theq 
in  existence.  It  is  a  striking  instance,  that  whilst  the  burgesses  of  London  arc  meiM 
tioucd  in  its  pages,  Loudon  itself  is  not  entered  as  a  sex^aratc  borough. 

X 
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William  Longesp&e^  the  lord  of  the  Tnanor,  granted  in 
12484^,  in  which  the  burgesses  purchased  many  additional 
privileges  to  those  which  they  had  previously  enjoyed; 
It  is  manifest,  from  the  wording  of  this  charter,  that  Poole 
had  existed  as  a  borough  for  a  considerable  time  before 
the  grant  of  these  immunities,  for  Longespee  si)eaks  of 
the  grantees  as  his  "  burgesses,"  and  confirms  their  ancient 
privileges,  and  "  free  customs^**  &c.  The  charter  is  as 
follows  2 — 

**  -f  Sciant  presentes  et  futuri  quod  ego  Willelmus  Lung- 
espee  dedi  et  concessi  et  hac  presenti  carta  mea  confirmaui 

I)ro  me  et  heredibus  meis  burgensibus  meis  de  Pola  et 
leredibus  suis  omnimodas  libertates  et  liberas  consuetudines 
ct  quietancias  tarn  corporum  quam  catallorum  de  tclonio  et 
omnibus  aliis  consuetudinibus  et  sectis  faciendis  extra  bur- 
gum  meum  de  Pola  ad  me  uel  heredes  meos  pertinentibus 
sicut  liberi  cives  uel  burgenses  civitatum  uel  burgorum 
domini  regis  in  tota  Anglia  habent  quantum  ad  me  sine 
predccessores  mcos  vel  heredes  aliquo  modo  per  totam 
tcrram  meam  dinoscitur  pertinere  in  terra  mari  portubus 
ct  passagiis  saluis  michi  et  heredibus  meis  de  singulus 
navibus  ad  partes  transmarinas  peregrinos  tranferantibus 
duobus  solidis.  Concessi  eciam  eisdem  burgensibus  pro 
me  et  heredibus  meis  quod  ex  seipsis  cj^uocienscunquo 
fuerit  necessarie  eligant  ad  prefecturam  dicti  burgi  mei  do 
Pola  sex  burgcnsis  ex  qui  bus  ego  et  heredes  mei  pro  tem- 
pore qucmcunquc  eorum  nobis  viderimus  expedire  pre- 

•  This  charter  bears  no  date  on  it ;  but  for  tcftsonn,  which  are  assigned,  p.  78,  this 
date  has  been  fixed  on. 

+  The  following  translation  of  the  charter  is  sul^'oined :— ••  Know  those  present 
and  those  to  come  thnt  I  William  Longespee  have  given  and  granted  and  bj  tliU 
ny  present  charter  have  confirmed  for  me  and  mine  heirs  to  my  burgesses  of  Poolo 
and  their  heirs  all  manner  of  Ubcrlies  and  free  customs  and  acquittances  as  wrfl  of 
their  bodies  as  of  their  goods  from  toll  and  all  other  customs  and  suits  to  be  dono 
without  my  borough  of  Poole  to  me  or  mine  hein  belonging  as  the  free  citizens  or 
burgesses  of  the  cities  or  boroughs  of  the  lord  the  king  have  throughout  all  England 
as  fully  as  to  me  or  my  priHiecessors  or  heirs  in  any  manner  was  known  to  belong 
through  all  my  land  upon  the  land  sea  ports  and  passages  saving  to  meandtomlne  heirs 
for  every  ship  going  to  foreign  parts  beyond  the  seas  two  shillings.  I  have  also  granted 
to  the  same  burgesses  for  me  and  mine  heirs  that  out  of  themselves  as  often  as  need 
shall  require  they  may  choose  for  the  government  of  my  said  borough  of  Poole  six 
burgesses  from  whom  I  and  mine  heirs  for  the  time  being  some  one  of  them  as  to 
UB  shall  seem  fit  will  appoint  our  portreeve  who  shall  faithfully  upon  his  oath  preserve 
the  rights  of  us  and  our  burgesses  who  truly  if  be  be  afterwards  found  less  diUgent  in 
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posituim  nostrum  faciemus  qui  jura  nostra  ct  burcfcnsium 
nostrorum  prestito  sacramento  fideliter  conseruabit  qui 
<}uidcm  si  postmodum  ad  opus  nostrum  minus  utilb 
inueniatur  ilium  admovebimus  et  alium  secundum  formam 

1>redictam  electum  loco  suo  subrogabimus.  Ego  uero  ct 
leredes  mei  bedellum  do  dicto  burgo  pro  uoluntate  nostra 
in  dicto  biirgo  statuemus  qui  tactis  sacrosanctis  coram 
balliuis  ct  burgensibus  nostris  jurabit  quod  omnia  attachia- 
menta  me  uel  heredes  meos  de  jure  contingencia  undo 
commodum  nostrum  aliquo  modo  poterit  peruenire  fideliter 
et  sine  aliqua  subtractione  preposito  nostro  dicti  bui^i  uel 
baliivis  nostris  si  fuerint  presentcs  presentabit.  Salliui 
eciam  mei  et  heredum  meorum  sexcies  in  anno  placita 
nostra  in  predicto  burgo  nostro  tenebunt  de  modi  is  et  assisis 
fractis  et  omnibus  aJiis  que  ad  nos  de  jure  possunt 
pcrtinerc  scilicet  in  crastino  circumcisionis  et  in  octabiis 
purificationls  beate  marie  et  in  crastino  annunciacionis 
eiusdem  et  proximo  die  sabbati  post  hokedai  et  die  martis 
proximo  post  festum  sancte  trinitatis  et  triduo  ante  sancti 
Fetri  que  dicKur  aduincula  quod  si  in  aliquibus  dictorum 
terminorum  uel  infra  placita  aperta  in  eodem  burgo 
emerserint  secundum  consuetudinem  burgorum  et  ciritatum 
domini  reg"is  dicta  placita  per  balliuos  nostros  pertractentur 
et  in  iudicmm  deducantur  amcrciamenta  ex  inde  perueni- 
entia  ad  modum  delicti  per  predictos  balliuos  nostros  ad 
opus  nostrum  capiantur.  Si  uero  contingat  aliqub  dicto- 
mm  bur^ensium  nostrorum  terminis  pretaxatis  curie  nostre 
per  mans   impedimentum    interesse    non     posse    Ixdliui 

oar  l)iisinc«s  ym  will  amove  and  require  another  acoordiug  to  the  form  aroresaid  to  be 
chosen  in  his  place.  Moreover  1  and  mine  heirs  a  beadle  of  the  said  town  vill  appoint 
in  the  said  town  according  to  our  iilcasurc  m  ho  upon  his  oath  taken  before  our  baiUfls 
and  burgesses  shall  swear  that  all  attachments  touching  the  rights  of  me  or  mine 
heirs  whereby  our  advantage  may  in  any  wise  arise  he  will  faithfully  and  without 
any  delay  present  to  our  portreeve  of  the  said  lK)rough  or  to  our  bailiUs  if  they  shall 
be  present.  Moreover  the  bailiffs  of  me  and  mine  heirssix  times  in  a  year  shall  hold  in 
the  said  borough  our  pleas  for  the  breach  of  measures  and  as:iize  and  all  other  things 
which  to  us  of  right  appertain  that  is  to  say  on  the  morrow  of  the  circumcision  and 
on  the  octaves  of  the  purification  of  the  blessed  Mary  and  on  the  morrow  of  the 
annunciation  of  the  same  and  on  the  Saturday  next  after  hokeday  and  on  the  Wed- 
nesday next  after  the  feast  of  the  Uoly  Trinity  and  the  third  day  before  Saint  Peter 
which  is  called  advincula  so  that  if  during  any  of  the  said  terms  or  whilst  the  public 
picas  are  holden  within  the  said  borough  according  to  the  custom  of  the  boroughs  aud 
cities  of  the  lord  the  king  the  said  pleas  shall  be  heard  and  brought  to  judgment  by 
our  said  bailifls  the  amerciaments  Uierefrom  arising  according  to  the  olTence  shall  be 
taken  by  our  aforesaid  builifb  for  our  use.  Moreover  if  it  should  happen  that  any  of 
our  said  burgtsses  in  the  fixed  terms  of  our  court  should  be  disabled  from  uUending 
through  the  hindrance  of  the  sea  our  boilifi^  shall  in  nowise  account  their  abscuce  by 
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Dosiri  absentiam  suam  nullomodo  reputabint  defalcatam  set 
cum  redierbt  et  aliqua  placita  aperta  contra  eos  interim 
fuerint  emersa  secundum  predictam  consuetudinem  coram 
balliuis  nostris  Juri  parere  compellantun  Cum  uero  mer<« 
catores  extranet  quicunque  fuerint  ad  portum  dicti  burgi 
tiostri  applicuerint  et  ab  inde  cum  festinacione  recedere 
Uoluerint  et  interim  in  aliquo  deKquerint  quod  prepositum 
nostrum  et  burg^enses  nostros  possit  einendari  nolo  pro  me 
et  heredibus  meis  quod  si  balliui  nostri  fuerint  absentes 
per  prepositum  nostrum  et  fideles  burgenses  nostros  emende 
talis  delicti  capiantur  et  balliuis  nostris  fideliter  persoU 
Uantur*  £t  dicti  mercatores  libere  et  quiete  recedAnt  saluo 
tamen  michi  et  heredibus  meis  de  singulis  uasis  alienigena^ 
^m  blada  venalia  apportantibus  per  condtictionem  modii 
curie  mee  de  Kanetord  eisdem  ad  mensurandum  bladum 
suum  comodato  vno  bussello  bladi*  Cum  uero  rex 
quicunque  fuerit  de  ciuitatibus  sine  burgb  suis  tallagium 
ceperit  secundum  consuetudinem  ciuitatum  et  burgorum 
suorum  de  dictis  bur^ensibus  meis  micbi  et  h^'edibus  meis 
tallagium  cap^e  licebit*  Volo  eciam  pro  me  et  heredibus 
meis  quod  dicti  burgenses  habeant  bene  et  padfice  animalia 
&Ua  quieta  de  herbagio  in  brueria  mea  prout  semper 
consueuerunt  et  necessaria  ad  focum  suum  in  brueriis  et 
turbariis  per  uisum  ballivorum  meorum*  Pro  hoc  autem 
donacione  et  concessione  et  presentis  carte  confirmacione 
dederunt  michi  predicti  burgenses  sexa^ta  decem 
tnarcas  permanibus«  Vnde  ego  et  heredes  mei  dictas  liber-* 

default  but  nrhen  they  tetum  and  any  pleat  opened  againat  fhem  meanwhile  shall  be 
holden  according  to  the  aforesaid  custom  they  shall  be  compelled  by  right  to  appear 
before  our  baUKTs.  Moreorer  when  any  stranger  metchants  whoever  they  may  be  shall 
tcsort  to  the  port  of  our  said  borough  and  desire  to  return  fh>m  thence  with  speed 
and  meanwhile  hare  done  default  in  any  thing  which  our  portreere  and  our  burgcssea 
tnay  amend  I  will  for  me  and  mine  heirs  that  if  our  bailiflli  be  absent  that  our  portreeve 
imd  our  faithftil  burgesses  shall  take  redress  of  such  default  and  shall  fsithfUUy  repay 
the  same  to  our  bailiflk  and  the  said  merchants  fieely  and  quietly  may  depart  saving 
iiowever  to  me  and  mine  heirs  ftrom  every  foreign  vessel  bringing  com  for  sale  one 
bushel  of  com  for  the  use  of  the  measure  belonging  to  my  court  at  Kaneford  for  the 
incasuring  of  their  said  com.  Moreover  when  the  king  whomsoever  he  be  shall  take 
tallage  of  his  cities  or  boroughs  according  to  the  custom  of  his  cities  and  boroughs  it 
Shall  be  lawful  for  me  and  mine  heirs  to  take  tallage  of  my  said  buj^esscs.  I  will  also 
for  me  and  mine  heirs  that  the  said  burgesses  shall  have  wdl  and  peaceably  their 
tattle  quit  of  herbage  in  my  heaths  as  always  they  have  been  accustomed  and  ueces* 
karies  for  their  firing  in  the  heaths  and  turbaries  by  the  view  of  my  bailiflk.  And  for 
this  grant  and  concession  and  the  confirmation  of  this  present  charter  the  aforesaid 
burgesses  have  given  to  me  by  their  hands  seventy  marks  wherefore  I  and  mine  heirs 
bte  held  to  warrant  for  ever  the  said  liberties  to  the  said  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and 
in  order  that  all  the  aforesaid  may  obtain  strength  in  perpetual  validity  I  have  given 
t^^^boraiion  to  this  charter  by  the  putting  of  tny  seal.    These  witnessing  &c«" 
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tates  dictis  burgensibus  et  ooi^m  heredibos  in  perpeluum 
warentizare  teaemur.  Vt  aiitem  omnia  predicta  perpetue 
firmitatis  robur  obtineant  presentem  cartam  sigdii  mei 
impressione  duxi  roboranaanik  Hiis  testibus^  Dominis 
Euefardo  Cevonico  Thoma  de  Hyneton  Rogcro  do 
Leborne  Johanne  de  Bafenlino  Militibus  Radulpho 
de  Aungers  Thoma  de  Hyneton  juniori  Magikro 
Waltero  SalsiUor  PeUTo  de  Salceto  Domino  Simone 
Berenger  Radulpho  persona  de  V()pviDborne  Thoma 
Makerel  et  Valentmo  cleticis  ct  multis  aliis." 

This  charter,  purchased  by  the  burgeeses  of  Poole  of 
their  lord,  at  a  time  when  his  military  undertakings  ren* 
dered  it  necessary  that  every  pecuniary  resource  at  liis 
command  should  be  rendered  available,  is  of  importance 
on  many  accounts*  The  first  municipal  record  in  existence 
relating  to  Poole,  it  stands  as  the  germ  from  which  sprung, 
by  gradual  process,  that  complicate  system  of  local  juris* 
diction,  which  has  been  since  found  of  great  value  and 
importance  to  the  inhabitants*  And  the  document  must 
be  also  looked  upon  with  interest,  as  affording  an  unerring 
indication  that  Poole  was,  even  in  that  early  day,  a  com- 
mercial town  of  considerable  traflSc,  and  its  inhabitants  a 
race  of  comparatively  wealthy  burghers.  That  it  bad 
previously  possessed  the  essentials  of  a  borough,  is  evident 
from  the  language  of  the  grant  itself;  whilst  the  ^*  ships 
sailing  to  foreign  ^ris^* ( ad  partes  transmarinas  peregrincm 
tramferatUidusJf  and  the  **  stranger  merchants*'  fmercom 
tores  extranijj  present  an  idea  of  more  bustle  and  trade 
than  would  appertain  to  a  quiet  fishing  village:  and  tlie 
sum  paid  by  the  burgesses  as  the  purchase-money  of  this 
charter  of  their  privileges  is  sufficient  in  amount  to  satisfy 
us,  that  the  commerce  of  the  port  had  not  been  carried  on 
unprosperously,*f* 

•  Charter!  were  formerly  executed  with  lo  nmch  notoriety,  ihai  there  wm  do 
occasion  for  the  wltncascs  to  set  their  own  namea.  that  being  done  by  the  clerk  in 
the  preaence  of  them  all* 

4  The  aum  given  by  the  burgeaacs  prorea  the  high  eatimatfon  fai  which  they  ri*« 
garded  the  privilcgea  bcatowed  on  them  in  this  charter ;  for,  althongh  **  serenty 
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The  privileges  of  which  the  document  treats  were  of 
considerable  importance.  To  be  invested  with  all  the 
liberties  and  free  customs  and  acquittances  from  toll  which 
free  citizens  or  burgesses  of  the  cities  and  boroughs  of  the 
king  had ; — to  be  free  from  pleading  or  being  impleaded 
without  the  limits  of  the  borough,  and  to  have  a  court  for 
the  holding  of  pleas  within  the  borough,  six  times  in  the 
year,  were  rights  of  no  slight  value.  And  beyond  these, 
the  burgesses  had  a  confirmation  of  their  ancient  freedom 
of  herbage  and  turbary  in  the  manor  of  Canford ; — a  free- 
dom which  the  inhabitants  enjoyed  under  this  grant,  until 
the  passing  of  the  enclosure  act,  a  few  years  since,  when 
allotments,  in  lieu  thereof,  were  made  to  the  holders  of 
messuages  in  Poole. 

The  portreeve  (prepositus)^  who  was  appointed  under 
this  charter  to  be  the  head-ruler  in  the  borough,  was  the 
same  officer,  and  possessed  the  same  powers  as  the  mayor 

marks*'  (£46  13s.  4d.)  ^»pean  a  trifling  sum  in  these  days,  yet  a  little  enquiry  into 
the  value  of  money  as  a  medium  of  barter  in  the  period  at  which  this  transaction  took 
place,  cannot  fail  to  excite  surprise  at  the  result  Under  the  Anglo-Norman  kings, 
tiie  pound  of  silver  was  divided  into  twenty  shillings,  each  shilling  being  then,  as 
now,  divided  into  twelve  pence.  All  authorities  agree  that  in  those  times,  the  pound 
contained  three  times  as  much  silver  as  is  contained  in  the  pound  sterling  of  the  pre- 
sent day ;  but  they  are  by  no  means  unanimous  when  they  proceed  to  consider  how 
much  more  three  times  as  much  silver  was  worth  then  than  now.  Some  estimate  the 
diflercnce  so  high  as  twenty  to  one :  others  place  it  so  low  as  five :  according  to  llumo 
it  is  ten :  according  to  Lyttleton  and  Henry,  it  Ls  five.  But,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  case  seventy  years  ago,  there  appears  to  be  every  reason  to  believe  thi^  the  differ- 
ence in  value  between  any  quantity  of  silver  at  the  time  referred  to,  aud  the  value  of 
the  same  quantity  at  the  present  time,  is  at  least  as  much  as  ten  to  one.  We  find  in 
bishop  Fletcher's  Chronicon  Predosum.  that,  in  the  time  of  llenry  I.,  forty  sheep 
were  valued  atone  pound,  and  that  a  stalled  ox  was  worth  one  shilling.  In  1145,  an 
ox  was  worth  three  shillings;  and  9,  Richard  1.,  (1198),  an  ox  was  valued  also  at 
three  shillings,  and  a  sheep  at  four  pence,  [Madox,  £xc :  643].  If  we  multiply  this 
sum  of  three  shillings  by  three  to  allow  for  the  diminished  quantity  of  silver,  and  then 
by  ten,  the  product  Mill  be  four  pounds  ten  shillin|;s,  a  moderate  price  for  a  lean  ox 
at  the  present  day.  In  1185,  the  tenants  of  Shirebum  were  by  custom  to  pay  either 
four  hens  or  two  pence.  Apply  the  same  rule,  and  it  raises  the  price  of  each  hen  to 
one  shilling  and  three  pence,  a  common  price  for  a  hen  in  country  markets  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  In  4,  Henry  HI.,  (12S0),  we  find  from  Madox  that  a  cart  was  valued  at  half 
a  mark ;  and  a  horse  at  eight  shillings.  The  same  proportion  is  here  evident  Thus 
the  seventy  marks  paid  to  Longesp^e  contained  as  much  sUver  as  three  times  that 
nominal  amount  in  this  day,  or  £140 ;  whilst,  as  a  medium  of  barter,  the  sum  is  equi- 
valent in  actual  value  to  one  thousand  four  hundred  pounds. 

*  There  is  a  documoit  in  the  Canford  court  records,  wlu^c  the  word  "  prepositus" 
is  thus  translated  "Anglice reeve." 
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under  subsequent  charters ;  and  the  mode  of  his  appoint- 
ment by  the  nomination  of  six  burgesses  out  of  the  general 
body,  of  whom  the  lord  was  to  select  one>  was  continued 
down  to  the  grant  of  the  charter,  10th  Elizabeth. 

In  an  inquisitk)n  taken  in  1312,  on  the  death  of  Henry 
de  Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln,  lord  of  the  manor,  it  was 
returned  that  the  burgesses  of  Poole  held  a  free  borough, 
paying  a  fee-farm  rent  of  £8  13s.  4d. 

In  an  inquisition,  ad  quod  damnum,  taken  June  the 
7th,  1341,  before  the  king's  escheator,  it  b  certified, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  town  of  Poole  was  a  free 
borough  ;  that  the  burgesses  had  been  accustomed  to 
receive  time  out  mind  from  vessels  trading  at  the  port, 
certain  port  dues  therein  specified,  in  aid  of  the  farm  of 
the  borough ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  to  the  loss  or 
prejudice  of  the  crown  or  others,  if  the  crown  granted  to 
the  burgesses  of  Poole  a  charter  of  the  aforesaid  customs, 
and  all  customs  and  liberties  which  the  burgesses  of 
Melcomb  had  by  charter  from  the  crown.  No  such 
charter,  however,  was  granted  at  that  time. 

About  this  time  the  portreeve  (prepositus)  seems  to  have 
assumed  the  title  of  mayor^ ;  as  April  26, 1364,  the  mayor 
and  barons  of  Winchelsea  issued  a  certificate,  under  their 
seal,  touching  the  extent  of  the  admiralty  jurisdiction  exer- 
cised by  the  mayor  and  burgesses  fles  ^nair  et  burgysesj 
of  Poole.  But  there  appears  no  adequate  authority  for 
this  change  of  title,  until  the  year  1371,  when,  June  10,  a 
charter  was  granted  by  William  de  Montacute,  earl  of 
Salisbury,  and  lord  of  the  manor  of  Canford  and  Poole,  to 
tlie  burgesses  of  Poole. 

This  charter  contains  a  recital  and  inspeximus  of  the 
charter  of  William  Longespee,  all  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  which  are  confirmed  by  the  earl  to  the  burgesses 

*  What  particular  advantages  were  to  be derired  by  theborgcnes  from  the  **  reeve** 
having  the  Norman  name  of  **  mayor."  instead  of  his  latin  name  "propositus/'  it 
is  difllcult  to  say :  unless  it  was  to  make  the  head  officer  of  the  borough,  less  like  the 
iufetior  officer  of  reeve  or  bailiff  of  tbc;  lord.— Merewether  and  Stepheni,  6$8. 
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mid  their  heirs.  It  also  grants,  that  the  defaults  of  the 
assize  of  bread  and  ale  broken,  as  also  the  amerciaments  of 
measures,  reserved,  in  Longesp^'s  charter,  to  him  and  his 
heirs,  should  thenceforth  for  ever  be  and  remain  to  the 
burgesses  and  their  heirs  and  successors;  reserving  in 
consideration  thereof,  to  the  earl  and  his  heirs,  the  fine  of 
half  a  mark,  to  be  paid  at  the  first  court  day,  and  the  fine 
of  eighteen  pence,  to  be  paid  at  the  other  five  courts  of  the 
year,  holden  before  the  lord  or  his  steward*  It  further 
provides,  that  the  portreeve  should  thenceforth  be  called 
^  major,''  and  that  he  and  his  successors  should  **  have  the 
government  according  to  the  customs  aforesaid,  and  in 
manner  as  of  other  the  king's  cities  and  boroughs  of  our 
said  borough  for  ever,  as  always  in  times  past  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  have,  and  as  our  said  portreeves 
hitherto  have  had."  The  grant  of  turbary  is  likewise 
confirmed  by  this  charter. 

This  document  was  written  in  chirographs^,  the  one  part 
being  ensealed  by  the  earl,  and  the  other  with  the  **  com* 
mon  seal"  of  "the  mayor  and  burgesses."  The  fines 
mentioned  in  this  charter  were  paid,  together  with  the  chief 
rent,  and  a  further  sum  of  ten  pence  for  a  pound  of  wax 
and  a  pound  of  cummin,  in  the  whole  £6  lis.  7|d.,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Poole  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Can* 
ford,  till  the  enclosure  act  passed* 

Feb.  8, 1410-ill,  By  a  charter  under  this  date,  Thomas 
de  Montacute,  earl  of  Salisbury,  recites  and  confirms  to 
the  burgesses  of  Poole  and  their  heirs,  the  grants  of  Lon« 
gesp6e  and  William  de  Montacute,  without  conferring  any 
additional  privileges. 

We  now  approach  the  period  at  which  the  first  royal 

*  A  chlrognpli  was  a  writing  or  docd  consistiDg  most  eommoiiYy  of  two  parts  both 
of  the  same  tenor,  whereof  one  of  the  parties  concerned  was  to  have  one  part»  and  the 
other  the  other  part  For  which  purpose  the  deed  was  written  twice  on  the  samo 
parchment,  and  between  the  body  of  each  part  was  written  the  word  "cirographum** 
in  capital  letters,  and  cut  through  in  the  middle  of  those  letters  rectilinear,  or 
indentwise. 
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grant  was  made  to  the  boroagh  of  Poole,  Henry  VL» 
a.r.  11,  July  8,  1433,  by  authority  of  parliament,  issued 
letters  pateiit4^  to  the  effect  tbat,--considering  the  weakness 
and  insufficiency  of  the  port  of  Melcomb  for  merchants 
resorting  thither  with  goods  and  merchandizes,  arising 
from  the  scarcity  of  the  people  there;  that  the  port  of 
Poole  was  inhabited  by  a  great  multitude  of  people,  and 
was  secure  and  sufficient  for  ships  to  resort  thither;  and  that 
the  mayor  and  burgesses  proposed  to  wall,  entrench,  and 
fortify  the  town  and  port,  and  parts  adjacent ; — the  king, 
with  the  advice  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons,  in  parliament  assembled,  gave  licence  to  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  to  fortify  the  town  and  port  of  Poole ; 
ordered  that  the  port  of  Melcomb,  after  the  next  feast  of 
St.  Hilary,  should  be  no  longer  a  port,  but  a  creek ;  and 
granted  that  the  port  of  Poole,  from  such  feast,  should  be 
one  of  the  king's  ports  for  shipping  and  unloading  all  sorts 
of  merchandizes,  as  well  home-bred  as  foreign,  and  all 
kinds  of  merchandizes  belonging  to  the  staple ;  that  the 
mayor  should  have  co'gnizance  of  the  staplef,  and  have  the 
same  franchises  and  liberties  as  the  mayor  of  Southampton. 

*  The  king*!  letters  {Mtcnt  vere  delivered  open,  having  the  great  teal,  fh>m  which 
thoy  derive  their  logal  existence,  attached  to  the  bottom.  They  are  preaumed  to  be  of 
a  pabllc  nature,  addressed  to  all  the  king's  sul^jects ;  and  carry  with  them  whatem 
extent  of  privilege  or  power,  or  rank,  or  property,  the  crown  may  think  proper  to 
farstow.  The  close  rolls,  on  the  contrary,  are  records  of  sueh  instraments  as  were 
despatched  closed  or  sealed  up,  and  were  of  a  more  private  nature,  being  addressed  to 
one  or  two  individuals  only,  and  were.  In  many  cases,  the  authority  to  the  chancellor 
for  issuing  the  letters  patent  To  these  documents  the  kiug's  privy  seal  was 
attached :  they  were  folded  up  and  tied  round  with  apiece  of  silk. 

Charters,  like  letters  patent,  passed  under  the  great  seal :  and  the  principal  distinc- 
tion  between  a  charter  and  a  patent  is  that  the  former  was  witnessed  by  such  persons 
as  were  present  when  it  was  executed,  whose  testimony  to  its  execution  wss  necessary 
for  its  validity ;  and  that  the  latter  was  executed  by  the  king  himself.  There  is  also 
aslight  variation  in  the  address.  A  chsrter  usually  commences  in  these  words:— 
'*  The  king  to  all  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  earls,  barons.  Justices, 
sheriffi^  reeves,  ministers,  and  all  his  faithful  subjects,  greeting  :**— but  a  patent  com* 
menecs  thus :— **  The  king  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting/* 
Oharteiaaie  sometimes eonflimed  by  letters  patent*^Nlcholason  thePuUie  Record.] 

t  Ports  of  the  staple  were  those  ports  licenced  to  Import  and  export  the  goods  of 
the  staple,  and  having  a  court,  presided  ot er  by  the  mayor  of  the  staple,  and  governed 
by  the  law  merchant  in  a  summary  way,  which  is  the  law  of  the  staple.  The  privi-* 
Iciges  of  potts  of  th«  sUple,  which  were  originally  held  by  towns  in  Fliindert>  were,  by 
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This  gfrant  affords  a  distinct  instance  in  disproof  of  the 
doctrine  asserted  bj  Spelman,  followed  by  tnanj  other 
authors,  that  boroughs  were  walled  towns.  It  maj  be 
inferred,  from  the  charter  of  LongespSe,  that  Poole  was  a 
borough  before  the  time  of  legal  memorj4^ ;  yet  from  this 
document  it  is  clear,  that  up  to  the  period  of  which  we  are 
now  treating,  the  town  was  not  fortified.  This  licence  to 
wall,  intrench,  and  fortify  the  town,  was  by  several  statutes 
rendered  necessary,  before  any  fortifications  could  be 
erected. 

It  has  also  been  assumed  by  some  writers  on  municipal 
institutions,  that  the  holding  a  market  was  essential  to  the 
constitution  of  a  borough ;    but  this  position  likewise  is 

fheitatateofthcSTthEdwftrdlll.  (itatutam  d«  ■tapulis),  Temored  to  eertain  portt 
in  England,  to  the  number  of  which  a  few  others  were  added  by  subsequent  mouarchs. 
This  statute  contains  a  most  complete  code  of  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  merchants 
who  attended  the  staples  of  wool,  and  gives  the  most  summary  justice  upon  all  con- 
tracts entered  into  during  the  continuance  of  these  great  marts.  The  staple  merchan- 
discs,  according  to  lord  Coke,  weie  only  wool,  woolfells,  leather,  lead,  and  tin ;  othcn 
add  butter,  cheese,  and  cloths ;  and  afterwards  staple  goods  were  generally  understood 
to  be  such  as  were  rendible,  and  not  subject  to  perish,  of  any  kind.  The  mayor  and 
constables  of  the  staple  not  only  had  cognisance  of  all  contracts  and  debts  relating  to 
these,  but  they  had  likewise  jurisdiction  over  the  people  and  all  manner  of  things 
touching  the  staple :  this  power  was  given  them,  lest  the  merchants  should  be  diverted 
and  drawn  from  their  business  and  trade  by  appl3ring  to  the  common,  law,  and  run* 
ning  through  the  tedious  forms  of  it,  for  a  determination  of  their  dlflRerences,  and  for 
the  greater  encouragement  of  merchants,  that  they  might  have  all  imaginable  security 
in  their  contracts  and  dealings,  and  the  most  expeditious  method  of  recovering  their 
debts,  without  going  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  staple.  Other  advantages,  moreover, 
arose  from  the  establishment  of  these  ports  of  the  staple,  for  at  them  the  king's  cus- 
toms were  easily  collected,  and  were,  bj*  the  ofDcers  of  the  staple,  at  two  several 
paymenU,  returned  into  the  exchequer ;  besides,  all  merchants*  goods  were  carefully 
viewed  and  marked  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  staple ;  and  this  necessarily  pre- 
vented the  exportation  of  decayed  goods  or  ill-wrought  manufactures. 

The  statute  sUple  (of  which  there  are  some  precedents  [t  Edward  VI.]  still  exist- 
ing in  an  old  book  in  the  municipal  archives  of  Poole)  was  a  bond  of  record 
acknowledj^ed  before  the  mayor  of  the  staple,  in  the  presence  of  all  or  one  of  the 
constables ;  and  to  all  obligations  made  on  recognisances  so  acknowledged  the  statute 
required  that  a  seal,  ordained  for  that  purpose,  should  be  affixed;  and  this  seal  of  the 
staple  was  the  only  seal  necessary  to  attest  the  contract.  These  courts  have  gone 
into  disuse ;  but  the  seal  belonging  to  the  staple  court  of  Poole  is  itill  in  existence. 
It  bears  the  le^{end—**SioiLL:  SrAruLi  us  roin;  oi  Poli.*' 

*  It  being  enacted  that  *<  no  lands  or  tenements*  rights  or  libertiei,  which  had  been 
enjoyed  in  the  reigu  of  Henry  II.,  should  require  to  be  proved  by  any  charter  or 
docimieot  in  writing ;  but  that  it  should  be  sufficient  to  shew  that  they  had  been  nsed 
in  the  reign  of  Uenry  11.,**  and  the  common  law  having  adopted  the  same  principle, 
the  fint  year  of  Richard  I.  it  termed  **  the  period  of  legal  memory.** 
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refuted  by  the  document  to  which  we  are  about  to  refer, 
and  by  which  it  appears  thjEit  Poole  had  existed  as  a 
borough  for  at  least  upwards  of  two  hundred  years  before 
the  holding  of  a  market  had  been  conceded  to  it  by  charter. 
Investigation,  indeed,  confirms  the  conclusion  adopted  at 
the  commencement  of  this  chapter,  that,  in  tlie  early  times, 
all  important  towns  were  regarded  as  boroughs,  without 
any  especial  grant  of  privilege ;  and  that  the  free  inhabitant 
householders,  paying  scot  and  bearing  lot,  and  duly  en- 
rolled, were  the  burgesses. 

The  document  to  which  we  refer,  is  a  charter  granted 
by  Henry  VI.,  and  confirmed,  by  authority  of  parliament, 
in  the  31st  year  of  his  reign,  July  1,  1453,  by  which  the 
king  conceded  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Poole,  their  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, the  privilege  of  holding  a  weekly  market  on 
Thursday,  and  two  fairs,  viz.,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Philip 
and  St.  James,  and  for  seven  days  next  following ;  and  on  the 
day  of  All  Souk,  and  for  seven  days  next  following ;  with 
all  liberties  and  free  customs  to  such  markets  and  fairs 
appertaining,  with  freedom  from  purveyance.  And  it  was 
also  granted  that  the  mayor,  bailifis,  burgesses,  and  inha- 
bitants, their  heirs  and  successors,  might  hold  all  manner 
of  pleas  for  trespasses,  and  bargains,  and  other  matters 
arising  during  the  said  fairs,  in  the  court  of  the  said  mayor, 
bailifis,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants,  before  the  mayor  and 
bailifis,  so  that  no  justice,  escheator,  sherifi*,  steward, 
marshal,  coroner,  clerk  of  the  market,  or  other  baiIifi*or 
minister  of  the  king  should  interfere :  and  that  all  persons 
resorting  to  the  said  fairs,  in  coming  there,  tarrying,  or 
returning  therefrom,  should  be  free  from  all  arrests  and 
disturbances  of  the  said  oflicers. 

Edward  IV.,  in  the  1st  year  of  his  reign,  January  20, 
1461-2,  by  letters  patent,  confirmed  to  the  **  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  Poole  and  their  successors,"  the 
grant  of  the  11th  Uenry  VI.    This  confirmation  was  made 
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on  the  ground,  that  Henry  VL  having  been  king  <*  de  facto 
and  not  de  jure**  such  confirmation  was  required  to 
render  the  grant  valid. 

Henry  Vin«»  by  letters  patent,  issued  in  the  3rd  year  of 
his  reign,  June  20,  1511,  confirmed  to  the  **  mayor  mid 
burgesses  of  our  town  of  Poole,  and  to  their  successors," 
the  grants  of  11th  Henry  VL,  81st  Henry  VL,  and  1st 
Edward  IV. 

In  the  12th  year  of  the  same  reign,  a  grant  was  issned, 
bearing  the  authority  of  the  sign  manual, — reciting  that 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  Poole  were  destitute  of 
wood  for  their  necessary  fuel,  "  and  knowe  not  where  to 
make  provision  therof,  onelesse  than  they  may  haue  it  out 
of  or'  counties  of  Southampton  and  Sussex," — and  licencing 
them  to  buy  and  provide*  from  time  to  time,  within  the 
said  counties,  as  much  wood,  for  ready  money,  as  they 
might  need,  any  letters  of  commission  or  other  command- 
ment of  the  king  theretofore  made  notwithstanding.^^ 

In  the  18th  year  of  Henry  VIIL,  Sept.  4,  1626, 
a  grant  was  made  by  Arthur  Plantagenet,  viscount.  Leslie, 
vice-admiral  to  Henry,  duke  of  Richmond,  lord  high 
admiral  of  England,— containing  an  inspeximas  of  the 
cliarter  of  William  de  Montacute,  and  the  subsequent  con- 
firmations,— and  exempting  tlie  mayor,  brethren,  bailifl&, 
burgesses,  and  inhabitants  of  Poole,  in  all  their  possessions 
and  liberties  by  land  and  sea,  from  all  kind  of  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  admiral  of  England. 

In  the  34th  year  of  the  same  reign,  1642,  letters  patent, 
confirmed  by  act  of  parliament,  were  issued,  licencing  the 
mayor,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants  io  erect  a  windmill  and 

•  So  grett  was  the  regard  had  in  ancient  time*  to  the  pictervatioD  of  the  royal 
foretta,  that  strict  limitations  were  put  to  the  felling  of  trees,  which  could  only  be 
done  by  exprei«  commandment:  indeed  such  care  was  taken  to  prevent  the  diminu- 
tion of  trees,  tliat  in  the  time  of  Edward  II.,  we  find  that  orders  were  issued  for  the 
destruction  of  woodpeckers,  on  the  ground  that  the  perforations  made  by  their  bills 
induced  the  decsy  of  the  wood.  We  also  learn  from  this  grant,  how  limited  was  the 
use  at  that  time  of  pit-coal,  which,  although  discovered  so  early  as  the  time  of  the 
ancient  Briton»,  did  not  come  into  general  use  before  the  tine  of  Charles  1. 
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conduit  bead.    An  abstract  of  this  grant  has  been  given, 
aniCf  p.  97. 

Proceedings  were  undertaken  by  the  attomey*general» 
in  the  8rd  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  on  a  writ  of  quo 
warranto,  against  William  Newman,  mayor,  and  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  Poole;  and  it  appears  that 
they  had  been  cdled  upon  to  produce  their  authorities  for 
the  various  privileges  they  exercised ;  and  by  their  plea 
they  insisted  upon  their  liberties  and  franchises,  and  produce 
divers  letters  patent,  and  other  charters  and  muniments, 
whereupon  a  nolle  prosequi  was  entered  by  the  attorney* 
general* 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  1st  year  of  her  reign,  issued 
letters  pat^t  of  the  18th  Feb.,  1558-9,  containing  an 
inspeximus,  recital,  and  confirmation  of  the  charter  of 
lAmgeBpiCf  and  of  the  subsequent  charters  granted  by  the 
lords  of  the  manor  of  Canford. 

We  are  now  arrived  close  upon  a  period  at  which  the 
most  important  alterations  were  effected  in  the  municipal 
regulations  of  Poole  by  the  charter  of  the  10th  of  Eliza- 
betli ;  and  before  entering  upon  a  consideration  of  those 
alterations,  it  will  be  desirable  to  pause  here,  to  record  a 
few  scattered  fragments,  and  particularly  to  enquire  into 
the  changes  which  up  to  thb  period  had  gradually  crept 
into  the  constitution  of  the  borough,  and  the  operation  of 
the  various  charters  from  the  first  grant  of  Longespee. 

The  earliest  books  now  preserved  in  the  municipal 
archives,  commence  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  entries  prior  to  the  10th  of  Elizabeth,  are 
scanty  and  vague ;  and  it  appears  that  immediately  after 
the  grant  of  that  charter,  new  and  regular  books  were 
opened  for  recording  the  transactions  of  the  corporation, 
and  have  been  continued  in  regidar  series  down  to  this 
day.  The  records  prior  to  that  time  now  in  existence, 
are  clearly  not  the  whole  that  were  kept.  What  has 
become  of  those  which  cannot  now  be  found,  is  uncertain. 
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Probably  some  of  them  shared  in  the  destruction  foolishly 
and  culpably  effected  in  the  manner  described. by  the  late 
Mr.  Foot,  the  town  clerk,  who  deposed  in  his  evidence 
in  the  case  of  Rex  y.  Strong,  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  the  executor  of  a  former  town  clerk,  that  at  the  decease 
of  that  officer,  he,  as  his  executor,  had  become  possessed 
of  several  large  bundles  of  corporaticm  papers,  some  of 
which,  being  very  ancient,  he  considered  of  no  value,  and 
therefore  destroyed  them* 

Amongst  the  records  still  preserved  is  a  terrier,  without 
date,  of  *<  stin  landes  tennefits  closes  and  gardins  leying 
wythin  the  towene  of  Poole  belonging  to  the  sayd 
towene/'  The  following  items  occur,  amongst  others,  in 
this  document : — 

*'  The  passage  purchased  and  mamtainedby  the  towne  orer  against  the' 
great  keye,  the  yearly  rent  of  the  same  being  one^oouple  of  capons, 
paid  to  Uie  bailiff  of  the  towne.-^uit  rent  2d. 

'*  The  great  keye,  porchasyd  edefyd  and  buyldcd  by  the  towne.--Quit 
rent  2d. 

**  The  allmes  howese  wth  in  the  towene  of  Poole  to  the  same  belonging, 
and  holden  owte  of  mind.— Quit  rent  6d. 

**  A  little  prison  by  the  quay  called  Salisbury— of  which  the  quit  rent 
is  a  pepper-corn. 

'*  All  the  common  ground  within  Poole  gates,  as  the  West  Butts»  Great 
Pydwins,  Little  Pydwins,  and  Bayter.    Same  quit  rent. 

*'  A  market  house  in  the  Pyllorye  Street    Same  quit  rent." 

The  book  also  contains  a  series  of  mayors'  accounts 
from  15G0  to  1566,  from  which  we  are  enabled  to  ascer* 
tain  the  nature  of  the  income  and  disbursements  on  the 
town*s  behalf,  at  that  time* 

The  receipts  are  chiefly  composed  of  the  rents  of  the 
various  premises  belonging  to  the  town,  consisting  of  about 
twenty  parcels*  There  are,  however,  occasional  payments 
from  otiier  sources,  as  the  following : — 

"  1561.— Ressered  of  Mr.  Byngley  ye  5  of  December,  for 
the  legasy  of  Mr.  Scryven  gevcn  to  the  allmes  howese 5/.'* 

The  disbursements  were  more  varied,  and  comprised 
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suchastmder: — 

'*  1561 .    [Pint  half  yc«r— i]»9  aiooovnta  htmg  made  up  hfXt  yeariy.) 

The  plumber  of  Shasbere  for  5  days  about  the  church.  •  ..090 

[There  are  rery  many  similar  entries.] 

For  48  quanelles  abowte  the  church  wyndea  at  l|d.  each 
and  for  dored  glass  Is.  3d 0    7    9 

For  lead  used  about  the  church    ••••••..•• «  2  15    2 

For  casting  the  aboTc. •  • • •• •••••  17    0 

The  plumber's  fee  due  at  Woodebeiyetyde.  .  • •,.«•  068 

For  a  callinder  and  the  x  eomandeints  for  j^  church  .  •  •  •  0    1    4 

For  a  quyerofpaper ••  0    0    4 

To  Robert  Clarke  for  keping  of  ye  docke,  and  rynging  the 
coifebeU 0    8    0** 

The  receipts  for  the  first  half  year  of  1561  amount  to  13^  lOt.  lOdL,  the 
disbursements  for  the  same  time  to  91.  2f.  Id. 

In  the  subsequent  disbursements  the  following^  entries 
occur  amongst  others : — 

**For  a  piece  of  timber  for  the  alme«hou8e.««**»«.«*««*    0    3    3 

[There  are  many  other  payments  for  work  done  at  the  alms  house.] 

To  Mr.  Hussey  for  his  fee  due  at  Xtmaa   1    0  0 

To  Mr.  Hooper  for  ditto 10  0 

To  Mr.  Hussey  for  the  peruse  of  or  charter 1    0  0 

For  Mr.  Newman's  costs  and  mine  [Mr.  Green]  in  London 
oircr  and  besides  xL  yt  I  ressd  of  Crystoffer  Havelond 

and  Xpoffer  Bose....... ,.•  2    5  6 

For  a  baryll  of  olives  yt  Mr.  NothereU  thm  mayor  had  to 
give  my  lord  T«  Howard 0    8    6 

For  the  rest  of  and  uppon  a  stin  acompt  atmy  [Mr.  Green]' 
being  in  London  in  sewte  for  stin  pryryleges  for  ye 
towuo  and  for  nowder  and  shott  for  ye  castell  and 
ordenans,  and  allso  for  ^t  I  was  a  borgcss  of  par* 
Uament • 13  18    3 

To  Mr.  Giles  Estcourte  of  Saium  half  of  the  interest  of 
50/.  lent  by  him  to  the  town « 3    0    0 

For  firayght  of  the  queue's  maiesties  ordenans  yt  was  had 
owte  of  the  castell  of  brownseye 2  10    0 

Payed  for  a  hogsed  of  wyne  yt  the  towne  gave  vnto  my 
lorde  Montbie ••. •...••• 2    5    0 

• 

pd  for  a  quarte  of  bastard  yt  I  sent  to  Mr.  Poole  at  his 
being  here  to  renvember  us  for  the  towene  to  my  lordo 
Moniioye • •• 0    0    6 

Payid  vnto  lyttyle  Thorns  for  weding  ye  comon  .  •  •  • 0    0    6'* 

In  one  of  his  periodical  visitations  about  this  time,  the 
Clarencieux  king  at  arms  attoidcd  at  Poole,  and  exem* 
plified  the  arms  of  the  borough,  viz.,  barry  of  6,  sable  and 
vert ;  over  all  a  dolphin  naiant  argent ;  on  a  chief  of 
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the  third  two  escallops  of  the  first.    The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  record  of  his  confirmation  :*- 

<*  These  be  y^armes  appertaininge  and  belon^inge  to 
the  maire  baylyfes  burgesjrs  and  inhabitaunce  of  the  towne 
of  Poole  ana  to  all  the  corporacion  of  the  same;  which 
inhabitance  of  the  said  towne  of  Poole  as  appered  by 
auncyent  charters  to  me  in  my  visitacion  shewen  were 
incorporated  by  William  Longespee  erle  of  Sarum  by  the 
name  of  port  ry  ve  baylyfe  and  burgesyes  of  his  towehe  of 
Poole,  persell  of  his  manor  of  Candrora,  which  corporacion 
was  ratyfycd  aumplifyed  and  confirmed  by  William 
Monteacute  erle  oi  Sarum,  by  y^  name  of  his  mayor 
baylyfe  and  burgesyes  of  his  said  towne  and  borough  of 
Poofe,  which  towne  and  borough  of  Poole  is  now  tlie 
inheritaunce  of  James  Blount,  knyghte,  lord  Mountioye, 
as  in  the  right  of  his  said  manner  of  Candford.  The 
whiche  armes  above  sett  forthe  1  Clarencieulx  kynge  of 
armes  have  ratified  and  confirmed  unto  the  majTe  Day lyfe 
burgesycs  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  towne  burough  of 
Poole  in  this  my  present  visitacion  within  y®  countye  of 
Dorset  and  at  this  present  William  Bydlecom'  [qu«  Byng« 
ley!  mayre;  Ambrosse  Benet,  baylyfe;  X|>oner  Rosse, 
and  Peter  Gaydon,  constables ;  John  Man,  John  Northerell, 
•  •  .  .  Ellybred,  John  Davys,  William  Newman,  Thomas 
Byngley,  Kichard  Goddarde,  William  Evcno,  John  Han- 
cocke,  Durgesyes.** 

Tliis  confirmation  by  Clarencieux  is  without  date ;  but 
it  bears  internal  evidence  from  wliich  we  may  arrive  at 
some  conclusion  on  this  point.  The  manor  of  Canford 
came  into  the  possession  of  James  Blount,  lord  Mountjoy, 
under  the  will  of  the  marchioness  of  Exeter,  who  died 
1558.  He  died  between  1667  and  1571.  The  visitation 
must  therefore  have  taken  place  between  1558  and  tiie 
latter  mentioned  year.  But  a  difficulty  arises  from  the 
.circumstance,  that  between  those  periods  there  was  no 
mayor  named  William  Bydelcom.  It  is  not  improbable, 
however,  that  the  visitsition  was  in  1563,  during  the  mayor- 
alty of  William  Byngley,  and  that  a  mistake  originated  in 
the  similarity  of  the  names. 
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In  entering  upon  a  consideration  of  the  state  of  the 
borough,  so  far  as  its  municipal  goremment  was  con- 
cerned, immediately  before  its  elevation  to  the  dignity  and 
privileges  of  a  county  corporate,  it  will  be  well  to  trace  the 
progress  of  that  government  from  the  time  of  the  charter 
of  Longesp^,  By  that  charter,  the  chief  authority  in  the 
borough  was  vested  in  the  mayor,  who  was  to  be  appointed 
by  the  lord  or  his  steward,  out  of  six  individuab,  nomi- 
nated by  the  burgesses  at  large  and  presented  for  that 
purpose  at  the  annual  court  leet  of  the  manor.  This  course 
was  recognized  by  all  the  legal  documents  down  to  the 
charter  of  the  Wth  Elizabeth ;  but  we  find  that  by  process 
of  time,  this  practice  underwent  changes,  the  effects  of 
which,  though  at  first  imperceptible,  were  ultimately  of 
great  extent.  The  nominees  for  the  office  of  mayor  were 
originally  selected  by  the  burgesses  at  large,  and  presented 
by  them  to  the  lord's  steward,  tlirough  the  jury  at  the  court 
leet ;  but  the  jurors  gradually  relinquished  this  instrumental 
character,  and  assumed  the  exclusive  practice  of  nomination. 
That  jury  was,  undoubtedly,  composed  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial, intelligent,  and  respectable  burghers: — men  in 
whom,  from  their  character,  their  wealth,  and  consequent 
interest  in  maintaining  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the  town, 
their  fellow  burgesses  could  safely  place  their  confidence  ; 
and  in  looking  to  the  state  of  society  at  that  time,  and  the 
intimate  manner  in  which  its  various  relations  were  interwo« 
ven,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  inhabitants  should 
tacitly  and  conventionally  delegate  to  such  a  body  this 
power  of  nomination.  It  b  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  this 
delegation  of  power  to  the  court  leet  jury,  with  regard  to 
tlie  appointment  of  the  mayor,  because  we  here  discern  the 
g^m  from  which  expanded,  in  after  years,  that  system  of 
exclusion  and  self-election  which  prevailed  in  the  corpo- 
rate body.  That  the  jury  absorbed  the  power  of  nomi- 
nation, is  not  a  matter  of  assumption;  for  nothing  can 
be  clearer,  from  the  records  of  the  borough,  than  the 
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existence  of  such  a  change  in  the  system.  Many  are  the 
entries  which  establish  the  fiu!t ;  it  will  suffice  to  extract  one 
instance.  On  the  SOth  of  Sept.,  1667»  ten  pounds  were  paid 
by  Mr.  Constantino  **  in  consideration  that  the  twelve  men 
should  put  him  in  the  election  to  be  mayor,  and  had  not 
been  before  that  time  baiKff  or  constable,  which  was  done 
contrary  to  the  order  and  accustomed  election.*'  There 
can  be  little  question  that  the  <^  twelve  men*'  were 
the  court  leet  jury.  It  is  also  evidenced  by  this  entry,  that 
the  practice  of  takin;^  offices  by  rotation,  which  prevailed 
down  to  a  very  recent  period,  was  of  ancient  origin.4^ 

But  at  this  time,  though  the  mayor  was  the  chief  officer 
in  the  borough^  yet  he  was  not  vested  with  the  sole  power 
in  municipal  administration,  for  we  find  associated  with 
him  the  bailifl^,  and  <^  his  brethren." 

The  word  **  bailiff"  b  first  introduced  in  the  charter  of 
the  31st  Henry  VI.:  why,  or  how  the  office  had  been 
created,  does  not  clearly  appear.  It  must  have  spruhg 
into  existence  subsequently  to  the  charter  of  William  de 
Monteacute;  probably  as  a  matter  of  conventional  con« 
venience,  for  the  better  administration  of  the  municipal 
affiurs  \  and,  in  all  likelihood,  the  past  mayor  Was  regarded 
as  the  bailiff  for  the  year  succeeding  that  of  his  mayoralty 
— a  practice  which  prevailed  from  beyond  the  reach  of 
memory  or  the  mention  of  record,  down  to  the  extinction 
of  the  late  corporate  body.  The  words  <*  burgesses  and 
inhabitants,"  in  the  same  charter,  ofibr  but  a  cumulative 
mode  of  expression,  customary  in  the  legal  records  of  the 
period ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  infer,  from  this  or  any 
other  circumstance,  that  down  to  this  time  there  existed 
in  the  borough  any  recognized  select  body  of  burgesses, 
distinct  from  those  inhabitants  qualified  as  such  under  the 
crfd  Saxon  and  Norman  system. 


*  Tbc  practice*  until  wit^iin  a  few  yean  past,  was  to  consider- no  one  eligible  to  the 
ottee  of  sheriff*  but  snob  persons  as  had  served  the  office  of  water  bailiff  or  coroner ; 
and  after  serving  the  office  of  sheriff,  he  was  eli(^bU  to  the  cUBoe  of  mayor,  and  whilst 
in  such  office  was  a  justice  of  course  by  the  charter :  after  which  he  became  an  alder- 
man, aad  was  digible  to  the  office  of  senior  bailiff  and  justice  of  the  peace. 
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The  term  **  brethren,*'  which  is  first  found  in  the  g^rant 
of  Artiiur  Plantagenet,  IS869  is  synonimous  with  the  word 
**  aldermen**  afterwards  introduced,  and  was  used  to  de- 
signate those  who  had  passed  the  magisterial  chair,  as  is 
ieamt  from  an  ordmance  dated  May  2,  1545^  **  takin  bj 
the  advysse  of  the   mayer   being   at   this  tyme  Thomas 
Whytte  y"  elder  with  the  advysse  of  all  his  brothers,  that 
ys  Rychard  Havylond,  William  fiedelcom,  Wylliam  Ha^ 
vyionde,  John  Man,  John    Notherell,    that  hathe  byne 
mayers.**  The  term  occurs  frequently  about  this  time,  and 
his  brethren  appear  to   have  been   associated  with  the 
majror  in  nearly  all  bis  offieiid  functions ;  insomuch  that 
they  became  parties  to  leases  and  other  similar  transactions. 
In  I54I,  ^Ube  mayor  and  all  his  brethren  in  number 
eight," — **  with  the  assent  of  the  bailiff  and  commonalty,'* 
demised  the  ferry  and  passage  house  for  61  years  to  John ' 
Henbury,  in  considen^ion  of  a  fine  of  408.,  and  subject  to 
the  yearly  rent  of  a  couple  of  capons.     The  term  fell  gra- 
dually  into  disuse  after  the  charter  of  the  lOth  Elizabeth, 
though  it  was  preserred  in  the  mayor's  oath  until  the  dis« 
solution  of  the  lale  corporate  body. 

But  at  thb  time  we  find,  besides  the  mayor,  bailiff,  and 
brethren,  another  class  of  persons  mentioned  in  the  records, 
who  appear  to  have  taken  part  in  all  deliberations  on 
municipal  matters,  and  who  were  of  considerable  import- 
ance in  the  government  of  the  borough.  These  were 
termed  indifferently  **the  council,**  or  ^Uhe  assistants,**  and 
subsequently  '^the  bench.**  This  is  the  body  to  which  we 
have  before  referred  as  offering  the  nucleus  of  the  exclu- 
sive and  self-electing  system.  It  was  composed  of  the 
jurors  of  the  court  leet :  and  it  is  easy  to  trace  the  progress 
of  their  power.  Shortly  after  the  charter  of  1st  Edward 
IV.,  the  powers  of  the  courts  leet  began  to  be  curtailed. 
Several  statutes  in  the  roign  of  that  monarch  tended  to 
remove  jurisdiction  in  criminal  matters  from  those  courts, 
and  place  it  with  the  justices  of  the  peace.     It  was  in  this 
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reign  that  the  statute  passed  directing  that  indictments  found 
in  the  court  leet  should  be  referred  to  the  sessions ;  which, 
in  effect,  brought  much  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  leet  into 
disuse.  But  this  very  reduction  of  the  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  leet,  raised  into  comparatively  greater  import- 
ance the  municipal  duties  which  the  jurors  were  still  called 
on  to  perform.  Those  matters  of  municipal  regulation 
which  solely  occupied  their  attention  in  the  courts,  were 
then  naturally  regarded  as  of  greater  moment  than  they 
were  considered  previously,  when  but  secondary  subjects 
of  authority;  and  from  undertaking,  by  delegation,  the 
exclusive  practice  of  nominating  the  individuals  from 
whom  the  mayor  was  to  be  selected,  they  gradually 
assumed  other  and  more  important  exclusive  functions. 
The  authority  which  they  possessed  in  the  court,  they 
carried  with  them  into  the  council-chamber ;  and  gradually, 
that  honourable  eminence  which  was,  at  the  most,  of  but  a 
year's  duration,  became  converted  into  a  possession  for  life. 
Their  power,  tacitly  recognized  and  willingly  submitted 
to,  as  a  matter  of  practical  convenience,  continued  to  in- 
crease, until  we  find  it  to  have  acquired  that  substantial 
form  and  extent,  declared  in  the.  extract  about  to  be  intro- 
duced. An  old  Record  Book  in  the  archives  of  the  town, 
which  appears  to  have  been  commenced  in  the  year  1566, 
begins  with  the  following  passages,  which  afford  satisfactory 
indications  of  the  constitution  of  the  governing  body  at 
that  time,  and  the  direction  taken  by  its  authority : — 

"  A  BocKE  OF  CoNSTiTUGioNs  and  good  orders  per- 
tayninge  to  the  towne  of  Poole  begonne  the  thyrde 
daye  of  Januarii  anno  dne  1566  William  Constantyne 
then  beynge  maior  with  consente  of  his  bretheme  and 
the  counsell  of  the  sayd  towne  to  be  observed  and  kepte 
to  the  glory  of  god  and  wealth  of  the  same  towne 
hensefourth  to  continewe  god  graunt  yt  so  doe  &^ 

"  Ffirst  yt  is  ordayned  that  every  of  vs  whiche  have 
borne  the  offyce  of  mayralte  and  as  many  as  are  and 
shalbe  apoynted  of  the  assystaunce  and  called  to  the 
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counsel  of  the  savd  towne  shalbe  solemlj  sworne  and 
deposed  to  kepe  secrett  all  suche  matters  as  shalbe 
at  any  time  moved  and  vttered  by  them  in  counsel! 
cosemynge  the  b^iefytt  of  the  same. 

'*  And  that  evbry  of  vs  shall  by  all  meanes  and  wayes 
to  the  vttermoste  of  oure  power  endevoure  to  seeke  the 
profete  and  benefyte  of  the  same  towne  not  hynder3mge 
the  same  by  hys  or  there  owne  gayne  nether  for  any 
frendshype  culler  any  man's  wares  or  goods  wherby- 
the  sayd  towne  shulde  be  defrauded  of  any  manor  of 
dewteyes  or  profytes  there  vnto  beloungynge* 

"And  where  as  heretofore  as  well  by  neglygence 
sufferaunce as  affeetion  many  foreneres tradingehetber 
hath  byn  permytted  to  sell  there  comodytyes  and  wares 
brougnt  hether  by  them  to  other  fbreners  not  beyn^e 

free  of  this  towne  to  the  hynd 4^  of  all  the 

marchants  inhabiters  thereof  yt  is  now  fully  concluded 
and  ag  ••••••  4^  marchant  foryner  from  hensefourth 

selle  any  wares  or  goods  brought  hether 4^ 

other  forener  but  only  to  the  marchaunts  inhabteinge 
this  towne* 

"And  that  all  sUche  wares  as  shalbe  hensefourth 
bought  of  any  foryner  by  any  one  marchaunt  inhabitant 
or  mo  shalbe  divided  or  partyd  betwene  the  wholle 
marchants  burgeors  inhabitants  or  betwene  as  many  of 
them  as  wylbe  partakers  thereof  for  the  same  pryse  and 
condicion  yt  was  bought  and  that  the  same  byer  shall 
geve  noty^  of  hys  trew  bargayne  to  the  maior  for  the 
tyme  beynge  and  those  whiche  wylbe  partakers  thereof 
to  ffeve  the  byer  wamynge  within  the  spasse  of  fower 
and  twentve  nouers. 

"And  yp  any  marchant  foryner  greved  with  these 
our  doyngs  wylbe  contendynge  therein  and  contrary  to 
admonicion  g^even  will  not'  leave  to  sell  or  bye  with  a 
nother  lyke  foryner  but  wyll  atempte  matter  a  gaynste 
vs  by  the  law  the  same  shalbe  defended  at  the  costes 
and  charges  of  all  the  marchants  inhabitants  and  towe 
of  the  sayd  marchants  shalbe  apoynted  by  the  consent 
of  the  wholle  counsayll  of  the  towne  to  prosecute  the 
same  agaynste  the  playntjrfes  and  money  deliuered 
them  therefore. 

•  The  MS.  U  imperfect  in  these  pltcct. 
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**  And  for  tbat  we  may  be  some  what  ftimysbed  with 
money  to  resjste  and  aefende  all  suche  as  shall  me  a 
bout  to  overthrowe  oure  doyn^es  we  condyssenu  and 
agreye  that  a  colleccion  and  ^atneryn^  be  taken  vpon 
oure  wares  comynge  and  yssuynge  from  hensefourth 
,by  tow  iqK>ynte(l  ibr  the  saBie  gauieringe  and  that  yt 
be  payd  w^ut  any  accepcion  refuse  or  delay  after  the 
rate  tbere  vpon  latly  concluded* 

"  Ytt  was  ordayned  condissend  and  agreed  the  v*^  of 
Februarii  anno  1606  by  the  maior  hys  bretheme  and 
the  assystannce  that  all  and  every  parson  who  have  or 
hereafter  shall  have  the  recevkige  or  gatherynge  of  any 
parte  or  porcion  of  money  or  other  oewteys  pertayoK 
inge  to  the  towne  shall  withm  vj  dayes  beynge  there 
vnto  requested  by  the  maior  his  bretheme  and  the 
assistance  aforesayd  make  a  iust  imd  trew  accompte 
vnto  the  paiieyes  aforesayd  without  retayninge  any 
parte  or  p'cell  that  shalbe  founde  dewe  by  hys  sayd 
accompte  and  idlso  shall  not  make  vnto  hymselfe  any 
maaor  of  allowaunce  but  that  which  shalbe  thought 
good  by  the  maior  hys  bretheme  and  assistauoce  afore- 
sayd vpon  payne  to  be  extemed  periured. 

**  And  roRTHER  yt  b  a  greyed  ordayned  and  condis* 
sended  that  all  and  every  persone  or  persones  who  shall 
hereafter  travell  for  the  vse  and  behovfe  of  the  towne 
in  any  cause  wherem  expences  may  grove  or  money 
shalbe  employed  that  every  suche  persone  and  persons 
have  comyssion  from  the  maior  for  the  time  beynge  hys 
bretheme*  and  the  assistaunce  in  what  manor  oiorder 
to  p'cede  for  the  aflTuiers  aforesayd  and  tlie  said  persone 
or  persones  so  trevelynge  for  the  vsse  aforesayd  shall 
not  dysbourse  any  some  or  somes  of  money  pertayninge 
to  the  towne  in  any  other  order  or  forme  then  suche  as 
hys  coniission  shalle  lede  hym  vnto  vpon  payne  not  to 
be  allowed  the  sayd  some  of  money  that  he  shall  so 
dysbursQ  or  otherwyse  charge  the  towne  contrary  to 
hys  sayd  comission  and  that  every  p'son  so  travelynfi^e 
for  the  sayd  towne  shall  within  sixe  dayes  after  the  ende 
of  hys  sayd  travell  beynge  there  vnto  required  deliuer 
a  faytfafull  accompte  to  the  maior  his  brethme  and  the 
assistaunce  vpon  payne  to  be  extemed  periured  &c. 

"  Yt  was  further  ordayned  condyssended  and  agreed 
the  tenth  daye  of  February  ao  1566  by  the  consent 
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aforesayd  that  the  maior  6t  any  other  officer  that  now 
is  or  any  hereafter  that  shalbe  in  the  sayd  tawne  of 
Poole  snail  not  vpon  hys  owene  advysse  and  determi- 
nacion  charge  the  s.aya  towne  w*^  any  maner  of  worke 
or  workes  sewtes  in  the  lawe  or  other  thyngs  wherein 
expenses  of  money  shalbe  imployed  other  then  suche 
alowauBces  as  of  auncient  time  hath  byn  accustomed 
nor  doe  any  accte  or  actes  for  dr  in  the  townes  cause 
wherein  advysse  is  to  be  taken  without  the  consent  of 
hys  bretheme  and  the  assistaunce  vpon  payne  not  to  be 
alowed  any  suche  some  or  somes  of  money  that  he 
shall  soe  imploye  without  tiie  consent  aforesayd  or  sixe 
of  them  at  tne  leaste. 

^Thb  xiiij  days  op  June  anno  1S07  yt  was  amed  and 
condyssended  by  the  maior  his  brelheme  ana  j*  assists 
aunce  that  the  maior  for  the  time  beynge  or  his  depute 
his  bretheme  and  assistaunce  shall  weekly  vpon  the 
Thorsday  betwene  the  ohoures  of  viij  or  ix  of  the  clocke 
in  the  foumone  mete  and  assemble  them  selves  at  the 
towne  boose  there  to  debate  of  such  thvngs  as  shalbe 
mete  and  convenient  and  thai  none  doe  aba^it  hymselfe 
thense  without  lysence  of  the  maior  vpon  resonable 
excuse  vpon  payne  to  forfett  for  every  time  soe  trans« 
gressynge  the  some  of  ij'-  vj*^-  to  be  levied  by  the 
bayley  to  the  vsse  of  the  towne, 

*<  All  these  articles  and  agrements  as  allso  all  others 
hereafter  to  be  devysed  by  vs  for  the  {qrtherawice  of 
the  towne  and  the  whole  inbabitaots  thereof  we  whose- 
names  are  subscribed  Do  faythfuliy  pronryse  and. 
bynde  oure  selves  to  observe  and  kepe  and  for  the 
more  trewth  have  subscribed  with  oure  owne  hands 
the  day  and  yeare  afore  wrytten  and  taken  a  corporall 
othe  to  perfcraie  the  same  the  tenor  whereof  inseweth, 

^Yeb  shall  owe  trewe  obedience  to  the  quene's- 
maiestie  her  herres  and  successores  yee  shall  renounce 
the  vsurped  power  of  the  byshope  of  Rome  accordinge 
to  the  tenor  of  an  acte  of  parlement  made  in  anno  primo 
of  quene  Elizabeth  yee  shall  kene  secrett  the  lawfull 
counsell  of  the  to¥me  and  the  wealth  and  profyte  thereof 
mayntayne  to  your  power  yee  shall  obeye  such  consti** 
tucions  and  orders  as  are  or  shalbe  decreyed  foe  Ae 
rofyte  and  benefyte  of  the  same  towne  by  the  maiov* 
or  the  tyme  beynge  hys  bretheme  the  assystaunce  or 


fo 
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the  moste  parte  of  them   soe  God  tou  heipe  &  by 
the.-  .  I-         / 

No  further  entry  appears  to  have  been  then  made,  and 
no  names  are  subscribed. 

It  is  manifest  from  every  article  in  this  document,  thai 
the  mayor,  his  brethren,  and  assistants,  constituted  an  inse- 
parable governing  body;  and  that  the  mayor  had  little 
authority  vested  in  him,  independently  of  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  brethren  and  council.  Most  of  these  articles 
are  directed  to  those  regulations  in  trading  which  were, 
at  that  time,  prominent  objects  in  municipal  government ; 
and  develope  somewhat  of  that  policy  which  our  forefathers 
thought  useful  towards  the  promotion  of  their  mercantile 
interests. 

The  authority  of  the  **  assistants,"  thus  established,  was 
not,  however,  recognized  by  the  charter  of  10th  Elizabeth ; 
though  it  appears  that  after  that  grant  it  was  still  exercised, 
with  the  same  gradual  increase  in  importance,  until,  as  will 
be  seen,  from  the  foundation  of  this  court  leet  jury,  arose 
the  superstructure  of  a  select  privileged  body.  It  b 
nevertheless  clear,  that  down  to  the  grant  of  that  charter, 
no  legal  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  relations  of  the 
different  classes  in  the  borough,— that  every  inhabitant 
householder,  paying  scot  and  bearing  lot,  was,  in  the  eye 
of  the  law,  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  his  burgess-ship, 
though,  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  town,  the  burgesses  at  large  had  con- 
ventionally delegated  the  powers  of  government  to  the 
mayor,  his  brethren,  and  the  council  of  twelve. 

About  this  time,  however,  we  find  instances  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  practice,  which  afterwards  became  frequent  in 
Poole  as  in  other  boroughs,  viz.,  that  of  enfranchising 
persons  not  enjoying  the  scot  and  lot  qualification  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  demand  their  burgess-ship  without  such 
consent.  The  first  intimation  now  extant  of  this  practice  of 
<*  making"  burgesses,  is  in  a  document,  being  an  agreement 


MUNICIPAL  HISTORY.  177 

for  '*  obtayninge  the  corporation,"  entered  into  June  14, 
1568,  between  the  major  and  two  other  burgesses  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  subscribed  burgesses  and  inhabitants, 
about  eighty  in  number,  on  the  other  part,  by  which  the 
latter  rendered  themselves  liable  to  the  former  in  the  sum 
of  £500,  to  be  by  them  expended  in  obtaining  the  charter 
of  lOtb  Elizabeth.  Amongst  the  names  subscribed  to  this 
document  are  the  following  : — **  Richard  Mayer,  facto 
burgens  /"  "  John  Newman,  burgas  by  choys  /'*  and 
** Richard  •  .  .  .,  made  free.^*  At  the  commencement 
of  this  practice,  in  all  likelihood,  those  only  were  chosen 
as  burgesses  who  had  property  in  the  town,  but  were  not 
possessed  of  the  necessary  combined  qualification  of  inha- 
bitancy with  the  payment  of  scot  and  lot :  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  however,  the  privilege  was,  on  the  payment  of 
some  consideration,  extended  to  foreigners,  or  persons  not 
resident  within  the  borough,  and  connected  with  it  only 
by  trade.  What  were  the  privileges  and  rights  to  which 
the  burgesses,  of  this  class,  the  elected,  were  admitted  1 — 
is  a  question  that  here  naturally  arises.  Neither  under 
the  common  or  statute  law,  nor  by  virtue  of  any  charter, 
were  such  persons  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  those  terri- 
torial privileges,  and  other  beneficial  franchises,  that  were 
the  right  of  the  scot  and  lot  burgesses.  But  the  legally 
qualified  burgesses  had  the  power  of  remitting  to  other 
persons  the  liability  to  the  import  duties  detailed  in  the 
inquisition  of  1341,^  as  well  as  exemption  from  the  trading 
restrictions  which,  as  a  mercantile  guild,  the  burgesses  had 
a  right  to  impose,  and  of  which  some  entries  are  found  in 
the  extract  from  the  old  Record  Book,  quoted  a  few  pages 
back.  These  exemptions  are  unquestionably  the  privileges 
to  which  the  "  made"  burgesses  were  chosen,  and  they  are 
those  in  which  the  merchants  of  the  town,  not  possessing 
the  requisite  burgess  qualification,  and  those  residing  in 

•  Videp.  IW. 

2  A 
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neigfhbouTing'  ports,  and  frequently  trading;  with  Poole, 
would  necessarily  be  desirous  of  participating.  That  this 
was  the  object  to  be  attained  is  evident  from  the  early  ad- 
missions entered  in  the  records :  and  they  shew,  moreover, 
considerable  jealousy  of  admitting  the  principle  of 
"  foreign*'  burgess-ship  :  and  it  was  sometimes  the  case, 
that  those  who  were  chosen  bui^esses  were  so  admitted  on 
the  express  stipulation  that,  at  some  contemplated  period, 
they  should  become  residents  of  the  borough.  Thus  the 
earliest  admission  of  a  *^  foreigner,"  now  extant,  runs 
thus  : — 

«  1583.  March  16.— M**^  this  day  William  Pytte  of  Wey- 
mouth  Melcom  Regis  in  the  countie  of  Dors^  m'chaunt 
is  made  a  free  burgisse  of  this  towne  and  countie  of 
Poole,  who  is  to  pay  for  his  freedom  to  the  corporacon 
of  the  same  towne  and  countie  two  hundred  weight  of 
good  come  powder,  and  for  his  absense  he  is  to  pay  to 
the  vse  of  the  said  corporacon  xx'-  ^  annum  till  such 
tyme  as  he  shnll  come  to  inhabite  in  this  towne  of  Poole 
and  then  shall  he  be  dischargyed  of  the  said  xx**  ^ 
yeare  And  he  is  to  geve  his  attendaunce  always  on  the 
Friday  next  going  before  S.  Mathewes  day  yerely  in 
Poole  in  the  guyldnall  there  at  thelleccon  of  the  offic* 
for  the  service  of  her  ma^®  And  for  such  come  or 
grayne  as  shalbe  laden  by  him  this  yere  he  is  to  pay  the 
onemoetie  or  half  the  duties  thereof.  And  when  God 
shall  appointe  of  his  mother's  disceasse  he  the  said  Wil* 
liam  Pytte  promiseth  that  w^in  shorte  tyme  then  after  he 
will  repayer  hether  and  inhabite  in  this  towne  of  Poole.** 

A  memorandum  follows,  that  Pytte  paid  his  powder  and 
20s.  a  year  till  1590,  when  he  came  to  dwell  in  the  town. 

It  is  clear  from  the  latter  part  of  this  entry,  that  exemp* 
tion  from  the  duties  and  from  the  trading  restrictions  was 
the  freedom  to  which  Pytte  was  admitted. 

« 

Thus  we  find  that,  about  the  period  of  the  grant  of  queen 
Elizabeth's  charter,  there  were  established  in  the  borough, 
the  various  offices  to  which  appointments  were  made  under 
the  several  charters ;  and  three  separate  classes  of  burgesses. 


I 


MUNICIPAL   HISTORY.  179 

viZm  the  legally  recognized  burgesses,  possessing  the 
requisite  qualification  of  scot  and  lot  and  residency  ;~the 
council  of  assistants,  growing  out  of  the  body  just  men- 
tioned, composing  the  court  leet  jury,  and  to  whom  was 
delegated  by  the  common  body  of  burgesses,  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  masters  relating  to  municipal  regulation ; — and, 
thirdly,  the  made  or  elected  burgesses,  who  were,  by  con- 
sent of  the  council,  enfranchised  of  trading  restrictions  and 
of  the  payment  of  town  dues.  From  this  state  of  things 
the  transition  to  the  mode  of  municipal  government  that 
prevailed  at  the  time  of  the  recent  alteration  is  natural 
and  easy. 

The  charter  of  the  10th  Elizabeth,  dated  June  23  (1568), 
contains  an  inspeximus  and  recital  of  the  charter  of  3rd 
Henry  VllL,  containing  a  confirmation  of  those  of  1st 
Edward  IV.,  11th  Henry  VL,  and  31st  Henry  VI.,  and 
confirms  the  privileges  granted  by  all  these,  to  the  mayor, 
bailiff,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants,  and  their  successors. 
It  then  recites,  that  the  mayor,  bailiiis,  burgesses,  and 
inhabitants,  time  out  of  mind,  had  held  and  enjoyed  the 
said  rights,  &c.,  and  divers  other  customs,  liberties,  &c., 
as  well  by  prescription  as  by  the  aforesaid  charters  made 
to  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants,  and  their  heirs  and 
successors,  but  wliich  they  had  not  been  accustomed  to  use 
and  enjoy  for  many  years  then  past,  whereby  the  town 
had  sufiered  great  and  heavy  damages  and  injury,  and 
was  threatened  with  immediate  ruin«  and  also  the  good 
rules  of  government  of  the  same  were  then  almost  extinct ; 
whereupon  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  had  humbly 
prayed  the  queen,  for  the  restoration  of  tlie  town,  and 
for  the  better  order  and  government  thereof,  to  restore 
and  create  the  said  burgesses  and  inhabitants  into  another 
body  corporate  and  politic.  The  queen,  therefore,  to  that 
intent,  ^  add  above  all,  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  should  enjoy  by  our 
grant  greater  honours,  liberties,  and  privileges,  that  then 
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they  will  think  themselves  more  especially  and  strictly 
bound  to  do  and  perform  unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  succes- 
sors, what  service  they  are  able ;" — granted 

—  that  the  town  should  be  a  free  town,  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  *<  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  common- 
alty of  the  town  of  Poole;"  who  should  have  perp^ual 
succession  with  the  usual  corporate  powers  of  suing  and 
being  sued  in  that  name,  purchasing  and  holding  lands,  &c«; 

—  that  the  mayor  and  two  bailiffs  should  be  elected  every 
year,  by  and  out  of  the  burgesses,  on  the  Friday  next 
before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew :  and  in  case  of  death  or 
removal  from  office  for  misconduct,  &c.,  of  the  mayor  or 
either  bailiff,  the  vacancy  to  be  supplied  in  like  manner, 
within  fifteen  days ; 

—  that  the  mayor  should  be  the  escheator,  and  no  other 
escheator  should  intermeddle  in  the  town ; 

—  that  the  inhabitants,  &c.,  should  be  exempted  from  the 
precepts  or  mandates  of  the  stewards,  &c.,  of  the  house- 
hold ;  who  should,  in  no  wise,  enter  the  town ;  but  that 
the  mayor  should  be  clerk  of  the  maricet ; 

-^  that  no  merchant  stranger  should  buy  or  sell  of  or  to 
any  other  merchant  stranger,  any  merchandizes  in  Poole, 
other  than  in  gross,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the 
goods; 

—  that  there  should  be  in  the  town  a  staple  for  recogni- 
zance of  debts  in  the  said  staple,  according  to  the  form  of 
the  statute  staple ; 

—  that  a  mayor  and  two  constables  of  the  staple  should  be 
elected  on  the  Friday  before  St.  Matthew's  day,  in  every 
year,  by  and  out  of  the  burgesses ;  and  in  case  of  vacancy 
by  death  or  removal,  such  vacancy  to  be  filled  up ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  &c.,  might  elect  annually,  on  the  day 
aforesaid,  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  suburbs 
thereof,  or  out  of  others,  brokers  of  merchandizes,  carmen, 
watermen,  porters,  and  packers,  as  the  mayor,  bailifl&,  and 
burgesses  of  Southampton  have  be^  accustomed  to  elect ; 
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—  that  the  town,  with  its  suburbs,  and  precincts,  should  be 
one  entire  countj  corporate  in  deed  and  name,  distinct  and 
altogether  separate  from  the  county  of  Dorset,  and  stjied 
*•  the  county  of  the  town  of  Poole  ;"♦ 

—  that  the  burgesses  should  annually  elect,  out  of  their 
brother  burgesses,  one  discreet,  able,  and  fit  person  to  be 
sheriff  of  the  town ;  to  be  certified  by  the  mayor  to  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer ;  to  hold  the  county  courts  within 
the  town  monthly,  with  the  same  powers  as  any  county 
sheriff;  and  no  other  sheriff  to  intromit  within  the  liberties ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  &c.,  should  hold  a  court  in  the  guildhall, 
before  the  mayor  and  the  senior  bailiff,  on  Thursday  in 
every  week,  with  cognizance  of  all  pleas  of  debt,  covenant, 
dt^inue,  trespasses,  actions  upon  the  case,  accounts,  and 
all  otfier  personal  pleas ;  with  power  of  arrest  and  attach- 
ment of  the  bodies  and  goods,  &c.,  within  the  liberties; 
and  hold  all  pleas  of  lands  and  tenements,  on  the  said 
Thursday,  from  fifteen  days  to  fifteen  days,  and  there  hear 
and  determine  all  the  pleas  aforesaid,  and  the  pleas  of  the 
pie-poudre  court,  with  judgment  and  execution  thereon, 
as  in  the  town  of  Southampton,  with  power  to  attach 


*  As  the  corporate  countivfl  constitote  a  pecaUar  feature  in  the  dliisioii  of  the 
kingdom,  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  here  to  enter  into  a  brief  sketch  of  them.  The 
corporate  counties  are  nineteen  in  number,  and,  with  one  exception,  (London)  have 
all  bdonged  to  other  counties,  from  which  they  have  been  separated  by  royal  charter* 
London,  however,  appears  to  have  been  a  county  by  prescription  at  the  time  of  the 
Norman  conquest  The  others  have  been  sepaiated  from  the  parent  counties,  and 
been  invested  with  independent  jurisdiction,  by  charters  of  the  following  monarchs ; 
vis.,  Bristol,  by  a  charter  of  47  £dw.  III.,  which  is  the  earliest  instance.  The  castle 
of  Bristol  was  added  to  the  county  by  a  charter  of  S.Charles  I.  York  l^  Rich.  II. : 
the  ainsty  of  York  being  subsequently  added  to  the  county  of  the  city  of  York  by 
Hen.  VI.  Lincoln,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  Noririch,  by  Hen.  IV.  Coventry, 
Kingston-upon-Hull,  Nottingham,  and  Southampton,  by  Hen.  VI,  Canterbury  and 
Haverfordwest,  by  Edw.  IV.  Haverfoidwcst  was  afterwards  made  a  county  by  Act 
of  Parliament  of  M  *  15  Hen.  VIII. ;  and  iU  limits  were  ftirther  enlarged  by  • 
charter  of  7  Jas.  I.  Gloucester,  by  Rich.  III.  Chester,  by  Hen.  VII.  Exeter,  by 
Hen.  VIII.  Litchfield,  by  Mary.  Poole,  by  Elisabeth.  Carmarthen  and  Worcester, 
l^  Jas.  I.  But  this  severance  of  the  corporate  fh>m  the  parent  counties  is  not  com- 
plete; for  it  has  been  held  as  a  maxim  of  our  constitutional  law,  that  although  the 
sovereign  may  bestow  privileget,  he  has  not  the  power  of  withdrawing  them  firomthe 
subject ;  and  the  Aranchise  in  the  election  of  representatives  in  parliament  for  the 
parent  counties  ir  therefore  still  enjoyed  by  those  poiWMfaig  the  jequtacd  quaUflcatton 
ia.thtooiponKle  coiulicf  MfcredthMcfinnB. 
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defendants  in  the  same  suits,  &c.,  in  manner  and  form  as 
the  sheriflb  of  London ; 

—  that  the  maym^  should  appoint  the  assise  of  bread,  wine, 
and  beer,  and  all  other  sorts  of  viotuals,  and  weights  and 
measures,  &c. ;  cind  that  no  steward  or  marshal!  of  the 
household  should  enter  the  town  or  its  liberties ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  recorder^  and  four  burgesses,  should 
be  keepers  of  the  peaoe^  the  latter  to  be  chosen  annually 
by  and  out  of  the  burgesses ;  that  nine,  eight,  seven,  six, 
five,  four,  three,  or  two  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  or 
recorder  to  be  one,  should  thenceforth  be  justices,  with 
the  same  power  .as  the  justices  of  any  other  county  at 
large ;  and  that  no  keepers  of  the  peace  and  justices  of 
the  county  of  Dorset  should  in  any  wise  enter  the  town  to 
perform  any  duties  appertaining  to  their  office ; 

«—  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and.  commonalty, 
should  have  for  ever,  in  support  of  the  charges  incumb^t 
upon  the  town,  the  liberty  of  the  view. of  frank-pledge, 
and  things  which 'l>elong  to  the  said  view  of  frank-pledge, 
within  the  town,  liberty,  and  prednct ;  apd  all  fines,  issues, 
redemptions,  and  amercements ;  9mA  all  goods  and  chattels 
of  persons  outlawed  and  waived ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  bailiflb,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  and 
all  inhabitants  and  residents  dwelling  and  residing  in  the 
town,  should  be  free  from  being,  against  their  will,  put  or 
impannelled  in  any  assize,  jury,  inquisition,  attainder,  or 
recognizance  whatsoever,  out  of  the  town,  liberty,  and 
precinct  of  Poole ; 

—  that  the  inhabitants,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the 
town  should  have  their  guild,  and  all  their  liberties,  fran- 
chises, privileges,  jurisdictions,  and  customs,  by  land  and 
by  sea,  as  fully  and  peaceably,  and  as  justly  and  freely, 
and  as  honourably,  as  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  of 
Southampton  hold  theirs ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
and  their  successors,  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  and  bur- 
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gemeSy  should  be  free  and  discharged  from  toll,  passage, 
pontage,  murage,  chimiage,  pannage,  lastage,  stallage, 
vicinage,  carriage,  piccage,  ferriage,  stewriage,  scutage, 
hidiage,  and  wharfage,  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea,  as  well 
in  fairs  as  in  markets,  and  from  all  secular  customs 
throughout  the  land ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
should  have  the  return  of  all  writs  within  the  town  and  its 
liberties ;  and  that  no  sheriff  or  other  bailiff  of  the  crown 
should  intermeddle ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  bailifis,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
should  elect,  out  of  themselves,  the  coroners  of  the  town  ; 

—  that  no  one  of  the  mayor,  baillflb,  burgesses,  and  com- 
monalty, and  their  successors,  inhabiting  '  or  residing 
within  the  town,  should  be  impleaded  out  of  the  said 
town ;  and  that  no  writ  should  pass  within  the  liberty  of 
the  town,  except  a  writ  of  right  of  novel  disseisin,  and  writ 
of  dower  unde  nihil  habet,  as  is  accustomed  within  the 
town  of  Southampton ; 

—  that  they  may  have  and  hold,  throughout  the  realm,  all 
their  liberties  and  free  customs  hitherto  obtained  and  used, 
better  and  more  free,  and  as  quietly  and  fully  as  the  bur- 
gesses of  Southampton,  or  any  others  within  the  kingdom, 
hold  within  their  liberties ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, for  ever,  should  enjoy  all  the  liberties  conceded  in 
this  charter,  freely  and  without  let ;  and  that  no  one  should 
disturb  or  obstruct  them  in  such  enjoyment,  under  a  for- 
feiture of  ten  pounds ; 

—  and  that  the  mayor,  bailifl^,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
and  their  successors,  should  be  for  ever  free  from  murage 
and  pannage,  and  keyage  for  their  goods  and  merchan- 
dizes, throughout  the  kingdom. 

Under  the  main  provisions  of  this  charter,  the  municipal 
affairs  of  the  town  continued  to  be  administered  down  to 
the  general  regulation  of  corporations,  by  the  act  of  5th 
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and  6th  Win.  IV.,  c.  76.  It  will  have  been  seen,  thai  it 
conferred  upon  the  inhabitants  privileges  of  a  very  im« 
portant  character.  By  the  creation  of  the  borough  into  a 
county  corporate,  the  inhabitants  became  exempt  from 
many  onerous  and  expensive  duties,  to  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  counties  at  large  are  Iiable.4^  The  dependence  of 
the  borough  on  the  power  of  the  manorial  lord  was  also 
terminated,  so  far  as  regarded  all  matters  of  municipal 
administration.  Possessing  its  own  court  with  the  view 
of  frank-pledge,  its  burgesses  were  no  longer  required  to 
appear,  be  sworn,  and  be  enrolled  at  the  lord's  court :  and 
they  obtained,  9ioreover,  the  power  of  choosing  their 
mayor,  free  from  any  manorial  interference. 

The  trading  regulations,  directed  against  the  dealings  of 
merchant-strangers,  which  had  been  previously  appointed, 
were  recognised  and  confirmed  by  this  charter. 

The  court  of  record,  conceded  by  this  grant,  continues 
to  the  present  day,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  its  extensive 
powers  and  jurisdiction. 

*  The  boTongfa  contUmed,  bowerer,  tttU  nil(i€Ct  to  the  authority  of  the  lotdi 
lieutenant  of  Dorsetshire;  and  on  this  subject  the  following  letter  -was  written  in  the 
euauing  year  by  the  Privy  Council. 

**  To  oure  loving  freends  the  mayor  and  his  bretheme  of  the  towne  of  Poole.** 

**  After  our  hartie  comendacons»  where  the  queues  ma^  hath  bye  her  hignes  Irea 
patent  under  her  greate  scale  appointed  our  very  good  lord  the  L.  Montioye,  and  or 
very  loving  frend  Sr  Willm  Pawlet  Kni|^t  to  M  ner  mat*  lieutenants  of  the  countie 
of  Dorsset  as  well  within  liberties  as  without,  forasmuch  as  we  undentaad  that  you 
of  that  towne  have  of  late  obtained  by  Ires  patent  fhnn  her  hignes  to  be  a  countie 
within  yor  sclfes ;  we  have  thought  mete  to  signifie  unto  you  ttiat  her  mat*  plesure 
and  comandmt  is  that  her  said  lieutenants  shall  tiave  the  cHarge  ordre  and  rule  as  wdl 
of  the  said  towne  as  of  all  other  places  wO^in  the  whole  circmto  of  y*  countie,  what 
libertie  or  priviledge  so  ever  be  pretended  to  the  contrsry ;  and  therfore  chargeth  and 
comandeth  you  that  you  faile  not  to  foUowe  such  ordre  and  direction  as  shall  from 
tyme  to  tyme  beprescribed  unto  you  by  them  or  either  of  them  for  her  matt  service 
by  virtue  of  their  said  lieutenancie  during  the  continuance  of  the  same  and  hereof 
not  to  faile  as  ye  tender  her  mati  service,  and  yor  dewtiea  towards  her  highncs  and 
your  countrey— So  fare  you  well.     From  Windsore  the  vj*  of  December  lo60.  '* 

This  letter  is  signed  1^  "W.  Northumberland:  F.  Bedford:  K.  Leycester:  W. 
Howard:  P.  KnoUys^:  W.  CecU:  Wa.  Mildmay.'* 

The  lord  lieutcnant'of  the  county  of  Dorset  has  alwajrs  exercised  jurisdiction  over 
the  town  of  Poole,  being  appointed  to  the  Heatenancy  of  that  town  as  well  as  to  that 
of  the  county ;  and  the  precepts  of  his  deputy  lieutenants  with  regard  to  the  militia 
are  directed  to  and  executed  by  the  constaUes  of  Poole,  and  the  inhabitants  are  liable 
to  serve  in  the  militia. 

The  lord  lieutenant  of  the  parent  county  is  also  invariably  appointed  for,  and  has 
Jurisdiction  over,  the  corporate  county ,  in  erery  iaataiioe,  with  tho  exceptions  of 
London  and  Uavcrfoidwest. 
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The  charter  o£  the  10th  of  Elizabeth. w^  not  obtained 

by  the  town  without  the  manifestation  of  some  relut:taoce 

OB  the  part  of  lord  Mountjoy^  at  that  tiipe  the.  lord  of  tbe 

manor ;  as  we  learn  from  a  very  Ourious. letter,  written  bj 

;  Dr.  Walter  Haddon,  a  few  weeks  pjrevious  t^  jthe  date  of 

the  charter,  to  sir  William  CeciU  her  majesty's  s^O^tiiry* 
Xhis  letter  b  preserved,  att^pngst  the  Cecil  papery  in  the 
I^nsdownet  M3S. ;  and  the  folio  wing^  is  a  co^y  of  that  |iart 
of  it  which  relates  to  Poole: — 

**  I  trkue  with  tntrch  argutn£^nt  obteynid^  of  y*  queen's 
bigbpes  to  signe  y^  booi:  fcfr  y.^  inhabitants  of  Pool^  &  not- 
withstanding y^  jl  tolde  bir  ^,  truth  was  y^  theye  hau^  l^ene 
longe  suters,  y*  theye  desired  no  nue  grant  tut  confirmation 
Wye  olde,  y*  hejr  counselors  were  .a^'reable  &  y*  y'  attor- 
neys hadde  orderli  procedid  in  y*  same  yet  ye  name  of 
incorpforation  is  so  dis<^i^^dited  with  her  y^  she  tolde  me 
ple^nli  she  sigAed  the  book  f9r.n0  liking  of  v®  metier,  bif 
onli  because  th^eye  jbad  bene  longe  suters  &  too  $aue  nu 
teputation  as  she  teVmid  it  in  y^  I  nad  giuen  them  hope. 
Therfore  I  craue  of  yow  seeing  the  inatter  is  so.  Ifurre  cpni 
&  as  1  tak  it  bi  veri  good  resohable  iheahes  V^  it  meye 
please  yow  too  passe  it  favorabli  exept  yow  shal  nhde  some 
substantial  ca^ise  too  y^  coHtrari  as  1  trust  yow  shal  not^  I 
haue  steidjs  this  matter  vpon  mi  lord  Montioie's  importune 
requestes  this  ten  or  twelue  weeks  &  in  the  iende  he  seitb 
nothing^  y^  is  material  and  y®  towne  willi  be  bdund  to. him  as 
himselfe  dsm  deilise,  y^  ther  ^ranie  shal  no  weye  preiudice 
his  right :  he  stirrithe  in  this  matter  bi  indirect  meanes  & 
bathe  done  secUs  quam  dignum  es^  ejus  relligipne  et  per* 
sona,.sed  haec  tibi  in  aurem.  I  preye  tow  giueyowr 
lawful  assistance  &  as  I  promised  y^^ queued  bighnes  so  I 
wil  promisise  yoVtr  it  shal  be  y*  laste  incorporation  y*  euer  I 
wil  deale  Ivithal  exept  I  be  specialli  commandid/* 

This  letter  Is  addressed  '^to  mi  honorable  frende  sii* 
William  Cecille,  secretilri^  to  y«  queene's  highnesse.''  II 
Is  dated  Uie  6th  ApHlj  btit  has  no  meiltioil  of  any  year : 
though  it  clearly  ha^  reference  to  the  charter  under  con- 
^i(ierati6D.  If  Elizabeth  realH  had  personally  such  aversion 
to  the  furtlietslricc  of  corporatiods  as  is  stated  by  the  l^ariied 
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doctor,  she  wbely  yielded  up  her  own  prejudice  to  the 
politic  views  of  her  councillors,  as,  in  her  reign,  more 
charters  of  incorporation  were  granted  than  during  the 
reign  of  any  other  English  sovereign. 

The  consent  of  lord  Mountjoy  was  at  length  obtained ; 
^  but  not  without  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  town  that 
the  new  grant  should  not  affect  his  right ;  and,  June  20, 
15^8,  a  bond  was  entered  into,  from  William  Newman^ 
Wm.  Constantyne,  and  William  Grene,  merchants  of 
Poole,  to  James  Blount,  lord  Mountjoy,  in  the  sum  of 
£50,  with  a  condition  that  if,  by  the  charter  then  granted^ 
there  be  any  breach  of  the  liberties,  privileges,  customs^ 
and  usages,  of  lord  Mountjoy,  as  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Canford  and  Poole,  they,  on  behalf  of  the  mayor» 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  will  make  such  com- 
pensation as  the  judges  of  assize  shall  certify ;  also  that  his 
lordship  and  his  heirs  shall  enjoy  all  privileges  in  buying 
and  selling  within  the  town. 

The  territorial  rights  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  were  not 
affected  by  the  operation  of  the  charter;  and,  accordingly, 
his  court  leet  continued  to  be  holden  within  the*  town  once 
in  each  year.  The  steward's  precepts  were  addressed  "  to 
the  bailifi^  of  Poole,  and  to  such  other  persons  as  the 
execution  thereof  shall  appertain,"  directing  them  *^  to 
summon  and  warn  the  leet  or  law«day,  and  the  Iord*s  court 
to  be  holden  at  Poole,  at  the  accustomed  place,  and  on 
the  accustomed  day,  viz.,  the  2nd  of  January,**  and  to 
summon  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  precincts  of  the  same 
leet,  and  all  tenants  as  well  free  as  others  and  all  other 
persons  owing  any  suit  or  service  unto  the  said  court, 
either  resident  or  not  resident,  &c. 

In^portant  as  were  the  privileges  conceded  to  the 
borough  by  the  charter*  of  Elizabeth,  and  greatly  as  it 
contributed  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  by  the 
stimulus  k  gave  to  commerce,  and  the  facilities  it  afforded 
for  obtaining  justice,    it  effected  comparatively  triflmg 
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alteration  in  the  machinery  of  municipal  government ;  and 
still  were  the  affiiirs  of  the  borough  administered  by  the 
mayor,  his  brethren,  and  the  delegated  but  not  legally 
recognized  council,  aided  by  the  officers  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  the  proFisions  of  the  charter.  The  election 
of  the  mayor,  indeed,  was  somewhat  varied*  In  lieu  of 
the  former  practice  of  the  whole  body  of  burgesses,  or  the 
council  on  their  behalf,  nominating  six  individuals,  of 
whom  the  manorial  lord  chose  one  to  perform  the  duties  of 
that  office,  it  was  provided  that  the  selection  should  rest 
solely  with  the  burgesses.  But  it  has  been  questioned 
whether  this  right  was  ever  fully  enjoyed  by  the  burgesses 
at  large.  For  many  years  previous  to  the  date  of  the 
charter  of  ElizaB(^,  the  custom  had  prevailed,  that  the 
council  profiered  three  names  only  to  the  lord's  steward 
instead  of  six,  as  provided  in  the  grant  of  Longesp^e :  and 
it  b  said  that  the  nomination  system,  which  prevailed  dowa 
to  1809,  was  founded  on  this  custom,  and  came  into  opera- 
tion immediately  upon  the  grant  of  Elizabeth's  charter. 
Under  this  system,  the  mayor  and  his  brethren,  or  in  more 
modem  phraseology,  thedldermen,  assembled  on  some  day 
previous  to  the  charter  day,  when  they  put  three  persons  in 
nomination,  of  whom  the  burgesses,  on  the  latter  day,  were 
to  choose  one  as  mayor*  At  what  precise  time  thb  practice 
originated,  is  uncertain,  but  by  means  of  the  affidavits  filed 
in  Rex  v.  Skutt,  1728,  Rex  v.  Masters,  1748,  and  Rex  v. 
Durell,  1753,  we  are  enabled  to  carry  back  parole  testi- 
mony of  its  existence  to  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  sixty  or  seventy  years  after  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
It  prevailed  imtil  1809,  when  Mr.  John  Strong  was  chosen 
under  this  system,  on  which  an  information,  in  the  shape  of 
a  quo  warranto,  was  filed  against  him.  The  case  came  on 
for  hearing  at  the  Dorset  summer  assize,  1810,  before 
Mr.  justice  Bayly  and  a  special  jury,  when  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  was  returned,  thus  abolishing  the  custom ;  and 
the  subsequent  elections  took  [Aace  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  charter. 
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The  court  rolls  of  the  matior  shew  that  after  the  death  of. 
lord  Motintjoy,  and  when  the  manor  had  devolved  on  the 
earl  oflltintingfdoni  disputes  arose  between  the  lord  and 
whai  he  i^alled  ^*  the  newly  erected  court,'*  i«e«  the  court 
bolden*  bj  virtue  of  tlie  charter^  and  he  attenqited ^  ta , 
recover  his  ultimate  selection  of  the  mayor.  On  the  2nd 
of  Januai7|2)st  £liz«,  a  court  was  holdeh,  at  which  the 
steward  required  -that  proper  men  might  be  returned  for 
the  execution  of  the  offices,  viz  s  such  as  were  not  sworn  at 
the  neWly  erected  court }  but  at  is  stated  that  the  mayor  and 
three  other  persons,  little  regarding  the  steward^s  authority, 
and  contriving  to  defraud  and .  deprive  the  said  lords  .of 
their  ancient  customSf  profitSf  and  hereditaments,  refused  to 
returh  any  other  pqrson^  or  officers  than  those  who  were 
elected  and  sWom  at  the  newly  erected  court  hel4  at  the 
feast  of  St«.  Mjuchael,'  by  virtue  of  the  chi^rter.  From  this 
period,' the  powder  of  the  lordV  court  for  Poole  appears  to 
have  fallen  into  decay«  There  are  various  minutes  of' 
courts  betvl^een  1618.  and  163Qf  but  nothing  appears  to  have 
been  attempted  with  regard  to  the  borough,  until  U  Car.  II., 
after  the  judgment  of  ouster  in  the  quo  warranto,  ugtuasA 
the  corporation,  of  which  *  more  hereafter. 

The  council)  or  assistants,  were  not  recognised  by  this 
charter,  but  "the  twelve  men'*  continued  to  exercise 
municipal  authority  as  before*  In  1571,  three  years  after 
the  grant  of  the  charter,  we  find  the  following  entry  in  the 
corporation  books  i — 

"  The  names  of  those  thirt  are  recorded  for  the  benchc 
far  the  good  and  quyett  ^vemement  as  allso  for  y^  dy« 
r^cting  of  all  good  [Con^tytucyons  ordynanc^s  and  decres. 
for  y*  Detter  govemement  and  pr^evacyon  of  this  toweqe 
arid  counte  of  Foole  recordyd  the  xv*^  daye  of  September 
a«167l. 

Wyllm  Grene  mayor 
Mr.  John  Man 
Mr.  Wyllm  Constantyne 
Mr,  Wylln^  Newem^H 
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J^r»  Johp^  Haneecke' 
Mr^  Wyllin  Bythylcome 
Mr.  Crystoffer  Roae 

John  Rog'ers  All  Uies  u  aboveiayd  toe 

Piif  pr  OftVfUn  A  api^yntod  for  the  benphe  being 

w  1  LrJl  ^^  ^e  nomber  of  xy  by  wbom  <jhef- 

wyllHl  Merett  ely  all  maUen  ar  to  be  deter- 

Mvg'ell  Daye  m<med,  and  appoynt^  for  the 

Pa«av  Pr^vi*  S^^^  government  of  Uiystowne 

reier  l^pxe  ^„^  comonwelth  of  y  eame. 

Similai;, entries  occur  in  pthpr  yearst .  It  does  not  appear 
hy  whom  the.  council  were  choseni  but  it  is  more.  thaa. 
probKble  that  the  burgesses  were  the  electors.    Nor  does  it . 
seem,  that  these  elections  took  place  successively  for  many 
years ;    in.  several  years  no  election  of  the  council  is^ 
recorded^  and  in  a  short  time  the  practice  appears  to  have . 
ceased  entirely,  so  far  as  regardpd  the  election,  and  the : 
council  to  >have  continued  in  the  exercise  of  their  pow«r. 
without  appointment.    It  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  mayors 
and  jiistices  were  regarded  as  being  ex^fficio  members  of  > 
the  council;  and  this  is  rendered  mpre  clear  by  pi  subseqi^eot  ^ 
entry»  viz.,  in  1578,  March  15,  when  at  an  assembly  t>f  - 
**  the^  mayor,  bailifl&,  and  burgesses,^^  it  was  agreed  that 
ev.ery  Wednesday  in  the  year,  **  the  mayor j  toiththe  bench 
an^  ^heir  assistants,  to  the  number  of  twelve,"  should  meet/ 
at  the  townhall,  and  there  to  sit  and  hear  and  determine  lor 
tlie  body  of  the  whole  town,  and  what  they  or  the  most  part 
of  them  should  do,  should  bind  the  rest* 

The  charter  worked  no  change  in  the  legal  constitution 
of  the  great  body  of  the  burgesses,  who  still  ^Kmtinued  to  be 
the  free  inhabitant  householders  paying  scot  and  lot,  sworn  • 
and  enrolled  at  the  court  leet :  and  it  remained  for  time  ' 
and  circumstances  to  complete  those  conventionary  in- 
novations,   of  which  ;  we    have  already  traced  the  rise*  ^ 
That  the  term  '*  burgesses,"  in  the  charter,  implied  the 
resident  inhabitants,  possessing  the  ancient  legal  qualifica* 
tion  of  burgess-ship,  is  evident  from  many  passages  in  the 
charter  itself,  which  is  granted  to  the  burgesses  and  inhabi- 
tants, and  from  the  agreement  for  obtaining  the  charter,  to 
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which  we  have  referred,  and  which  was  entered  into  by 
about  eighty  of  the  "  burgesses  and  inhabitants ;"— eighty 
being  too  large  a  number  to  admit  of  any  supposition  of  a 
select  and  exclusive  body,  and  those  of  the  burgesses  who 
had  been  admitted  without  possessing  the  scot  and  lot 
qualification,  being  distinctly  specified* 

The  practice  of  •*  making'*  burgesses,  however,  began 
now  to  be  more  frequent;  and  the  entries  confirm  the 
opinion  already  expressed  on  this  subject,  for  although,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  after  the  date  of  the  grant,  we  find 
several  entries  of  the  admission  of  strangers  to  free  burgess- 
ship,  such  admissions  are  accompanied  by  expressions 
evidencing  the  jealousy  entertained  of  sanctioning  the 
principle  of  burgess-shfp  being  consistent  with  non-resi- 
dence,  and  such  also  as  lead  to  the  inference  that  the 
strangers  were  admitted  to  little  beyond  the  privileges  of 
the  trading  guild.  In  the  instance  already  quoted, — the 
admission  of  William  Pytte,  of  Weymouth, — he  promised  to 
reside  at  some  future  period,  and  paid  a  fine  for  his  absence; 
and  it  was  stipulated  that  for  such  com  or  grain  as  should 
be  laden  by  him  that  year,  he  was  to  pay  half  the  duties. 
This  passage  manifests  that  freedom  from  the  payment  of 
the  town  dues,  was  the  privilege  sought  to  be  obtained 
by  Pytte. 

The  earliest  admissions  are  principally  of  mercliants,  of 
whom  many  paid  a  commutation  for  their  privileges; 
and  the  entries  are  frequently  accompanied  by  the  condition 
that  the  admitted  burgess  should  not  be  invested  with  the 
honours  of  office,  which  those  who  purchased  their  freedom 
for  pecuniary  purposes  would  naturally  be  desirous  of 
avoiding.  As  examples,  the  first  ten  admissions  are  now 
cited. 

1. — ^The  first  admission  of  a  burgess  in  the  extant  books 
of  the  corporation,  is  that  of  William  Pytte,  of  Weymouth, 
March  16, 1583,  alreadv  recorded. 
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2. — The  next  is  the  admission,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy  : — 

"  M^  the  xxvij  day  of  September,  anno  dni.  1685,  Mr. 
Edward  Man,  of  the  towne  and  countie  of  Poole, 
merchaunte  hath  his  freedome  of  burgiss-shipp  freely 
geven  unto  him  w^^in  the  said  towne,  and  y*  is  fully 
condiscended  and  agreed  in  the  guyldhall  before  Mr. 
Christopher  Farewell,  maior,  and  others,  his  bretheren, 
whose  names  are  subscribed  that  the  said  Edward  Man 
shall  not  be  elected  or  choycen  in  any  office  of  the  offices 
insident  vnto  the  towne  of  Poole  for  the  service  of  the 
prince,  duringe  the  space  of  svxe  yeres  from  the  day  of  the 
election  of  the  maior  of  Poole  last  past  before  the  date 
hereof  &  farther  it  is  fully  agreed  in  the  presence  aforsayde 
that  the  said  Edward  Man  shall  not  at  any  tyme  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  syx  yeres  be  elected  into  any  of  the 
offices  of  water  baly  ve  or  constable  of  the  said  towne  of 
Poole." 

3. — Dec.  15, 1585,  Thomas  Maudley,  of  Poole,  had  his 
*^  freedom  of  burgiss^hip*'  given  him ;  and  was  not  to  be 
elected  water  bailiff,  constable,  or  sheriff.  ' 

4. — May  11,  1587,  Thomas  Siggens,  of  Poole,  was 
accepted  and  swome  a  free  burgess,  on  a  promise  to  give 
a  calliver  to  the  use  of  the  corporation. 

5. — Aug.  14, 1588,  Robert  Hamond,  yeoman  of  Poole, 
and  William  Pynnell,  of  Poole,  were  accepted  and  sworn 
free  burgesses. 

6. — Sep.  5, 1589,  Henry,  earl  of  Pembroke,  came  to 
Poole,  and  accepted  to  be  a  free  burgess  of  the  same, 
affirming  upon  his  honour  to  be  a  faithful  burgess,  &c.^ 

7.— Aug.  11,  1590,  Thomas  Robartts,  of  Poole,  was 
accepted  and  suborn  a  free  burgess,  on  giving  a  calliver. 


•  This  is  the  flist  entry  in  the  books  of  hurgess-ship  being  conferred  as  a  matter 
of  mere  honorary  distinctioD.  The  above  nobleman  -was  Henry,  the  second  earl  of 
Pembroke:  who  was  one  of  the  peers  on  the  trial  of  the  doke  of  Norfolk,  as  like- 
wise  on  that  of  Mary,  queen  of  Scots.  He  was  husband  to  the  countess  of  Pembroke, 
rendered  iUnstrions  by  Pope's  beautiful  epiUph  to  her  memory,  fbe  fsDowing 
memorandum,  relative  to  his  visit  to  Poole,  appears  in  an  old  book :— **  The  towne  pd 
mL  5s.  5d.  for  a  enterteynment  for  the  erle  of  Pembroke  and  others  that  came  to  visit 
the  towne.*' 
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S.-'-'-Sep.  189  I6OO9  Thomas  Francis  was  made  a  free 
burgess  "  by  concente  of  the  whole  howse."  He  gave 
£2  13s.  4d. 

9. — On  the  same  day,  John  Haywnrd,  merchant,  was 
made  a  free  -burgess,  and  was  to  :give  to  the  corporation 
£St  yearly  for  four  years,  and  it  was  agreed  rfot  to  impose 
any  office  on  him  during  those  four  years,  unless  with  his 
own  consent. 

^  la-^Dec  9, 1590,  John  Hairell,  of  PooIe,  merchant, 
was  accepted  and  sworn  a  (ree  burgess,  **  without  pay- 
inge  of  anythinge,  at  the  request  of  William  Dicker,  sen.** 

It  appears  to  have  been  a  general  rule  established  by 
usage,  and  afterwards  by  bye-laws,  that  each  elected  bur- 
gess, on  bis  admission,  should  pay  a  flpe  to  the  corporation 
fends.  This,  however,  was  not  universally  the  practice,  as 
many  burgesses,  both  honorary  and  others,  have  been,  at 
divers  times,  admitted  without  such  payment.  This  fine,  or 
admission  fee,  has  difiered  at  various  periods,  according  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  corpot*ation,  many  persons  in  the  most 
earlr  times  appearing  to  have  paid  10s.  or  20s.  for  such 
fines,  and  other  difierent  sums,  not  much  exceeding  the 
latter  amount,  till  about  the  year  1688,  at  which  time,  and 
for  some  years  afterwards,  this  fine  appears  to  have  been 
in  general  £5  for  each  person  admitted ;  and  it  was  after- 
wards augmented  to  £20,  at  which  amount  it  contihiied  till 
a  number  of  burgedses  were  made  in  1)75)  Wh^n  the  fine 
was  £26,  which  was  the  amount  paid  by  i^eh  burgesh 
admitted  at  the  last  «*  batch*'  in  1880.  Amongfst  other 
considerations  given  in  early  times  for  the  frtedoin  of  ihe 
borough,  we  find  a  great  number  of  entries  made  of 
leatlier  buckets  (probably  for  use  in  case  of  fire)  having 
been  given  by  burgesses  oh  their  admission;  The  con- 
sideration seems  to  have  also  varied  much  as  regards  the 
value ;  of  which  we  may  cite  as  an  instance,  the  admission 
of  Richard  Phellypes,  gent.,  of  Corfe  Mullen,  who  "  being 
now  resident  and  dwelling  within  the  town  and  county  of 
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Poole/'  was»  Nov.  15,  1609,  admitted  and  sworn  a  free 
burgess  of  the  town,  on  the  somewhat  costlj  consideration 
that  he  should,  at  his  own  cost  and  charge,  build  a  good, 
strcmg,  and  sufficient  quay  of  the  whole  gap,  called 
"  Measurer's  gap,"  of  good  stone  work,  and  with  a  pair  of 
stone  stairs. 

From  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  we  find  that  in  the  borough 
of  Poole,  as  elsewhere  throughout  the  kingdom,  the  system 
prevailed  of  admitting  to  a  factitious  burgess-ship  those 
individuals  who  were  selected  to  represent  the  borough  in 
parliament.  For  many  years  before  this  reign,  the  practice 
of  sending  non-residents  as  representatives  had  gradually 
grown  up,  until  the  greater  part  of  the  borough  repre- 
sentatives having  become  strangers,  it  was  by  some  deemed 
expedient  to  repeal  the  ancient  statute  of  Henry  V.,  under 
which  the  king*s  writ  required  every  city  and  borough  to 
elect  none  but  members  of  their  own  community  ;  and,  in 
order  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  innovation  which  time  had 
wrought,  a  bill  was  presented  to  parliament  in  1571,  in 
order  to  render  valid  elections  of  non-resident  burgesses. 
This  bill  appears  to  have  been  dropped ;  and,  in  order  to 
meet  the  case  by  some  other  expedient,  the  fiction  of  a 
^*  made"  burgess-ship  was  resorted  to ;  and  thus  arose  a 
species  of  honorary  freedom,  which  it  became  a  matter  of 
distinction  to  bestow  upon  those  whom  the  inhabitants 
delighted  to  honour. 

From  about  this  time  the  gradual  and  invariable  course 
of  the  municipal  transactions  in  the  town,  tended  towards 
the  establishment  of  the  power  of  a  governing  body  select, 
exclusive,  and  self-elected.  The  courts-leet  becoming  dis- 
used, the  burgesses  of  the  ancient  qualification  no  longer 
possessed  their  distinctive  mode  of  enrolment ;  and  gradu- 
ally suffered  their  rights  to  pass  into  abeyance,  sanctioning, 
by  their  silence  and  conventionary  assent,  the  usurped  and 
unchartered  sway  of  the  council.  And  they  were,  pro- 
bably, more  ready  to  acquiesce  in  this  usurpation,  inas- ' 
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ffiMh  asy  from  all  that  now  appears,  it  is  pretty  eyident 
Ibat  down  to  this  time  the  comicil  had  acted,  in  municipal 
Qftatlers  and  in  more  general  politics,  on  principles  with 
whiqh  the  sentiments  of  the  great  body  of  the  burgesses 
aasiftiilated :  whilst  the  mayor,  aldermen^  and  council^ 
comprising,  in  all  likelihood,  the  whole  of  the  influential 
merchants  and  leading  inhabitants  of  the  town,  the  bulk  of 
the  burgesses  regarded  their  proceedii^  with  little  jea^ 
lousy*  It  must  also  be  remembered  that^  down  to  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  parliamentary  representation  was 
regarded  rather  as  a  burthensome  duty  than  as  a  valuable 
f^^vilege ;  and  the  exercise  of  the  parliamentary  franchise 
beii^  one  of  the  duties  of  4)urgess-«hip,  there  was,  natu* 
rally,  at  that  time  little  reluctance  to  relinquish  this  duly  to 
those  who  were  willing  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  repre- 
sentatives* 

This  growth  of  a  select  governing  body  out  of  the  mass 
of  the  ancient  burgesses,  was  about  this  time  gradually 
Inking  place  throughout  the  municipal  system  of  the  king* 
donsky  encouraged  not  more  by  the  disuse  of  courls-Ieel 
1^1^  by  the  measures  of  the  court,  especially  under  the 
4yflltsty  of  the  Stuarts* 

After  this  usurpation  became  settled  in  the  borough  of 
Poole,  we  find  the  governing  body  to  have  been  composed 
of  the  mayor,  the  aldermen,  the  council  of  assistants,,  and 
the  made  burgesses,  being  resident  within  the  borough  ; 
for,  as  we  shall  presently  shew,^  the  non-resident  burgesses 
never  enjoyed  any  settled  participation  m  municipal 
government,  their  privilege  being  confined  to  an  ejiercise 
Qf  the  parliamentary  franchise* 

This  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  governing  body,, 
it  will  have  been  seen^  was  an  innovation  efslow  progress  ; 
nor  was  it  until  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  that 
it  became  firmly  established  and  recognised*  And  this 
establishment  and  recognition  was  not  even  then  effected 
witbout  some  contoivai^ces  to  give  colour  to  the  rigiit  oT 
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the  select  body;  in  evidence  whereof,  several  singilter 
erasures  and  alterations  made  in  the  corporation  book#, — 
some  apparently  during  the  commonwealth , — ^may  te 
instanced. 

In  1654,  an  order  respecting  the  internal  regulations  ^ 
the  town  was  originally  entered  as  made  by  the  **  baflfA, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty ;"  but  the  word  **  burgeftles 
is  struck  through  with  a  pen,  and  the  word  **  commonalty 
imperfectly  erased ;  the  word  •*  burgesses"  being  wrflldli 
over  it. 

Another  passage,  of  the  same  date,  appears  to  have  t^^CHi 
originally  entered,  as  made  with  the  consent  and  adviM  of 
the  *^  bailifi,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  ;*'  but  the  trc^rds 
^*  and  commonalty"  are  partially  blotted  out ;  ^4 
above,  between  the  words  "  bailiffi,  burgesses,"  the  ^w^ffd 
*<and"  is  interlined  in  different  ink  and  handwriting,^^ 
making  the  entry  to  read  as  made  by  the  bailiffiMd 
burgesses. 

Another  alteration  of  an  entry  appears  in  1661 ,  bUI  ^ 
design  is  not  so  manifest  as  in  the  instances  quoted. 

In  another  entry  in  1668,  it  b  expressed  that  the  <^  mayor, 
aldermen,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,"  obliged  Miem^ 
selves  to  pay  a  salary  to  Mr.  Hardy,  their  then  minister  $ 
but  the  words  "  and  commonalty"  are  partially  erased. 

From  these  interpolations,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was 
sought  to  prevent  an  interference  of  the  scot  and  lot  house^ 
holders,  by  regarding  them  as  designated  by  the  ierto 
**  commonalty ;"  and  giving  countenance  to  the  hypothesis, 
that  such  commonalty  had  not  been  permitted  to  inter- 
meddle in  municipal  administration. 

The  scot  and  lot  householders  also  formed  the  MtM 
misapprehension,  and  in  their  contests  with  the  select  body 
their  claim  of  privilege  was  chiefly  grounded  oa  tlnis 
giving  to  the  term  "  commonalty"  a  meaning  which  cahtiot 
truly  be  applied  to  it.  They  alone  were  "  the  burgesseal" 
of  the  charters;   their  right  was  not  founded    on    the 
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cumulative  technicalities  of  le^  documents,  but  ascended 
to. the  ancient  burgess  qualification,  derived  from  the 
Saxon  institutions  of  the  land,  ratified  and  confirmed, 
indeed,  by  many  a  charter,  but  never  injuriously  afiected 
by  the  authority  of  parliamentary  enactment,  until  the 
extensive  alteration  recently  effected  in  all  the  municipalities 
of  the  kingdom. 

We  proceed  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  nonresident  burgesses.  It  has 
already  been  shewn,  that  non-residents  were  admitted  to 
burgess-ship  in  the  first  instance  with  the  view  of  freedom 
from  the  trading  restrictions  imposed  by  tlie  governing 
body : — that  the  parliamentary  representatives  were  after- 
wards admitted  on  the  ground  that  burgess-ship  implied 
residency,  thus  giving  rise  to  a  fiction  afterwards  danger- 
ously applied: — ^that  burgess-ship  was  afterwards  conferred* 
on  strangers,  as  a  mark  of  honorary  distinction. 

It  is  clear  that  none  of  these  classes  was  ever  recognised 
in  the  borough  as  entitled  to  participate  in  its  government ; 
as  is  shewn  in  the  following  and  other  entries. 

1631,  Sept.  17. — An  order  was  made  that  no  bui^esses 
should  be  made  but  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  of 
those  that  should  be  admitted  by  the  general  consent  and 
approbation  of  the  major  part  of  the  burgesses  that  should 
be  assembled  at  the  guildhall  for  making  of  burgesses. 
But  the  restraint  was  not  to  extend  to  noblemen's  sons, 
knights,  the  recorder,  and  gentlemen  elected  to  serve  in 
parliament. 

1645,  Nov.  3. — It  was  ordered,  that  no  free  burgess* 
should  any  longer  enjpy  the  privilege  or  benefit  of  his 
burgess-ship  than  during  the  time  he  should  continue  a 
personal  inhabitant  within  the  town. 

164)6,  Aug.  7. — It  was  ordered,  that  no  burgess  of  the 
corporation  should  have  a  voice  in  electing  the  mayor, 
justices  of  the  peace,  senior  bailiff,  sh^ff,  water  bailiff,  or 
other  annual  officer,  but  such  as  were  burgesses,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  same. 


MUNICIPAL   HISTORY.  107 

But,  though  the  non-resideot  burgesses  have  always 
been  excluded  from  participating  in  the  election  of  muni- 
cipal officers,  or  of  new  burgesses,  or  in  any  other  muni- 
cipal function,  they  were  accustomed  to  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  voting  in  the  election  of  parliamentary  representatives 
for  the  borough ; — a  right  which  was  affirmed  by  a 
decision  of  the  house  .of  commons,  in  1661. 

On  the  restoration  of  the  second  Charles,  stringent  mea* 
surea  w^*e  taken  for  the  suppression  of  any  spirit  of 
disaffection  yet  lurking  in  the  kingdom;  ^nd  amongst 
these  was  the  celebrated  act  for  the  well  governing  and 
regulation  of  corporations,  which  enacted  that  commissions 
should  i3sue  for  England,  Wales,  and  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  and  that  the  commissioners  should  visit  the  different 
corporations,  to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  act  into  effect ; 
all  magistrates  and  persons  bearing  offices  of  trust  in  the 
cities,  boroughs,  corporations,  and  cinque  ports,  were 
enjoined  to  swear  that  they  believed  it  unlawful,  on  apy 
pret^ice  whatever,  to  take  arms  against  the  king,  and  that 
they  abhorred  the  traitorous  position  of  bearing  arms  by 
his  authority  against  his  person,  or  agtiidst  those  that  were 
commissioned  by  him :  they  were  also  to  sign  a  declaration, 
renouncing  all  obligation  arising  out  of  the  oath  termed 
the  solemn  league  and  covenant :  and  all  those  who  refused 
to  take  the  oaths  or  subscribe  the  declaration,  were  to  be 
removed  by  the  commissioners,  who  had  power  given  to 
them  for  that  purpose ;  as  well  as  for  the  restoration  of 
those  who  had  been  illegally  removed,  and  placing  other 
members  or  inhabitants  there  in  the  vacancies  which  should 
be  made*  The  act  also  provided,  that  those  who  should, 
in  future,  be  elected  to  office,  in  addition  to  the  oaths  and 
declaration  prescribed,  should  have  received  the  sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  supper,  within  one  year  before  their  election, 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  English  church* 

As  might  have  been  supposed,  from  the  part  taken  by 
the  borough  in  the  wars  of  the  rebellion,  the  presbyterian 
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party — against  which  this  act  struck — was  found  strong  in 
Poole,  and  many  removals  took  place. 

The  commissioners  appointed  for  visiting  Poole  were 
John  Morton,  esq. ;  sir  Ralph  Bankes,  kni^t ;  Gerrard 
Napier^  esq. ;  sir  John  Strode,  knight ;  Giles  Strangewajs, 
esq. ;  John  Churchill,  esq. ;  Matthew  Davys,  esq. ;  colonel 
Robert  Lawrence ;  Robert  Culliford,  esq. ;  John  Turber* 
ville,  esq.;  Henry  Whitaker,  esq.;  captain  John  Ryves. 
Their  visitation  was  made  Oct.  17, 1662,  And  the  following 
was  the  result  of  their  proceedings : — 

KemoYed  Replaced  by 

John  Colboume, mayor Stephen  Street 

Alexander  Dennett,  .water-bailiff,  •  r  Richard  Albert 

William  Minty  . . 
Dennis  Smith. .  •  • 

William  Pike. . . .  %      k.»..«^m-i^ 
Edward  Patten  .    > '  •«>"*^ff«»«s-  • 

John  Burd 

John  Gigger  . .  • . 

William  Constantine, .  .recorder  . . 

Georsre  Skutt. ...'", 


John  spence 

John  Pme 

BarthcJomew  HaJl 
Robert  Dove  . . .  < 
John  Dove ...... 

John  Polden 
Elias  Bond. 
John  Trottle 
James  Dewey. . .  ^ 
Edward  Butler 
Richard  Smith 
Onesiphorus  Bond 

But,  notwithstanding  this  purging  of  the  corporation,  a 
desire  not  to  sanction  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the* 
crown  or  of  parliam^t,  continued  to  prevail  in  the  corpo- 
ration ;  and  though  some  of  the  more  rigid  presbjrterians 
leAiBed  tlie  coadttions  imposed  by  the  act,  yet  many,  pro- 


Allen  Skutt 
John  Frampton 
Roger  Baker 
Peter  Hall,  jun. 
Thomas  Osborne 
John  Fooke. 


. .  • « 


•  •  • . 


.... 


>.  .burgesses 


«  . 


.  . 
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bably,  found  pretexts  for  qualifying  themselves :  for  we 
find  that,  although  the  commissioners  had  appointed  Street 
to  the  office  of  mayor,  in  the  room  of  the  di^Iaced  Col* 
bourne,  yet  it  appears  that  he  never  acted  in  that  Capadty^ 
and  that  Peter  Hiley  was  chosen  to  fill  the  office. 

Three  years  after  this,  Sept.  15, 1665,  the  king  honoured 
Poole  with  the  visit  already  recorded  (p.  132);  and,  as  will 
have  be^d  seen,  he  then  nominated  William  Skutt  to  the 
mayoralty  :-^<i  nominalion  which  was,  however,  rejected 
by  the  burgesses,  in  accordance  with  their  reluctance  to 
admit  any  semblance  of  the  principle  that  the  prerogative 
of  the.  crown  extended  thus  finr.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that 
the  person  selected  on  the  rejection  of  the  king^s  nominee, 
was  no  other  than  the  Stephen  Street,  who  had  been  set  aside 
three  years  previously,  for  a  like  cause.  This  ftct  estab* 
lishes  that  such  rejection  could  have  arisen  from  no  per* 
sonal  objection  to  Street,  but  merely  firom  an  unwillingness 
to  sanction  the  extreme  opinions  on  the  question  of  prero* 
gative,  held  by  the  court  party  after  the  restoration,  when, 
as  is  always  the  case  in  national  convulsions,  the  nation 
proceeded  from  one  political  extreme  to  its  opposite. 

A  diarter  was  granted  to  this  borough,  dated  Nov*  24, 
1667,  (19  Car. II.)  which— reciting  that  Pode  was  ^  free 
and  populous  town  and  county  of  itself,  and  from  ancieni 
time  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  bailiflb,  buiw 
gesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Poole  ;*'  and  that 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  had  enjoyed  divers  liberties, 
privileges,  &c.,  beyond  the  memory  of  man: — reciting 
also,  that  by  the  charter  of  Elisabeth  and  other  charters, 
these  liberties,  &c.,  were  furnished  and  confirmed : — and 
further  reciting,  that  the  mayor,  bailiffi,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty  had  petiticmed  for  a  ratification  and  confirma- 
tion of  the  ancient  privileges  and  liberties,  and  for  the 
grant  of  other  liberties  and  powers : — ^grants 
—  that  all  liberties,  privileges,  &c.,  theretofore  lawfully 
used  or  enjoyed  by  the  mayor,  bailifl&,  burgesses,  and 
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commonalty;  by  reason  of  any  charters  or  letters  patent, 
should  be  ratified  and  confirmed  in  as  ample  a  manner  as 
in  times  past  they  were  used  or  enjoyed ; 

—  that  there  should  be  four  cons^bles,  viz.,  two  new 
constables  to  be  added  yearly  to  the  two  constables  within 
the  town,  yearly  appointed  in  times  past;  such  additional 
constables  to  be  elected  as  in  times  past,  and  within  six 
mcmths  after  the  annual  election  of  the  two  former  oon« 
stables;'  the  two  senior  constables  to  be  styled  head 
constables; 

-^  that  there  should  be  one  discreet  man,  learned  in  the 
law,  to  be  a  recorder ;  and  that  Anthony  Ettricke,  esq. 
^ould  be  the  recorder  of  the  town  thenceforth  during  his 
life ;  any  vacancy  in  the  office  to  be  supplied  by  the  mayor, 
bailiflb,  burgesses, . and  commonalty;  that  the  recorder 
should  have  power  to  appoint  a  deputy ; 

—  that  the  mayor  and  recorder,  with  four  burgesses,  to  be 
annually  elected  according  to  the  charter  of  Elizabeth, 
should  be  keepers  of  the  peace,  with  the  customary  pow« 
ers,  and  that  they,  six,  five,  four,  three,  or  two  of  them 
should.be  justices  of  the  peace ; 

-r-  that  the  sheriff  and  water  bailff  should  be  <<  eligible  and 
elected  out  of  the  common  burgesses  and  other  honest  and 
discreet  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  aforesaid,  at 
such-time  and  times,  and  by  «uch  persons  and  members  of 
the  corporation  aforesaid  respectively  as  in  times  past 
within  the  said  town,  hath  been  had  and  used,'*  anything  in 
the  charter  of  Elizabeth  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  charter  then  recites  that  there  had  been,  beyond  the 
memory  of  man,  a  fish*market  in  the  town,  held  by  custom; 
alid  grants  a  confirmation  of  such  custom ; 
-^  that  all  fishermen  taking  fish  in  the  fishing  places  of  the 
town,  its  liberties,  and  precincts,  should  bring  such  fish  to 
the  common  fish-market,  to  be  exposed  to  sale  for  one 
hour,  before  being  carried  to  any  other  market  or  place 
of  sale ; 


MUNICIPAL  HISTORY.  201 

•^-that  the  mayor,  bailiffi,  burgesses,  and  commoDalty 
should  have  power  and  authority  to  appoint  bjeJaws  for 
the  gfovemment  of  the  corporation,  **  and  of  all  officers, 
members,  ministers,  artificers,  burgesses,  inhabitants,  and 
residents  whatsoever  of  the  said  town  and  county  f*  and  for 
the  payment  of  all  necessary  public  impositions  and  ex* 
penses,  and  of  all  other  matters  and  things  concerning  the 
said  town  and  county ;  with  power  of  levy  and  distress 
for  fines ; 

—  that  bui^esses  chosen  to  any  of  the  offices,  except  the 
office  of  town-clerk,  recorder,  and  serjeant<-at-mace,  and 
refusing  to  serve,  should  be  fined  in  such  penalty  as  to 
the  mayor,  bailiffi,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  should 
seem  reasonable ;  with  power  of  levy  and  distress ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  &c.  should  have  power  to  fine  absentees 
from  meetings  regularly  summoned;  no  such  fine  to 
exceed  five  shillings  for  one  default; 

—  that  the  mayor,  bailifl&,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 
should  have  authority,  as  often  as  should  seem  necessary, 
**  reasonably  to  tax  and  assess  all  officers,  burgesses,  and 
other  inhabitants  within  the  town  aforesaid,  or  the  county 
thereof,  or  the  liberties  or  precincts  of  the  same,  for  and 
towards  the  necessary  reparations  of  the  bridges,  walls,  and 
banks  of  the  town  and  county  aforesaid;  and  for  and 
towards  the  necessary  cleansing  and  purging  of  the  waters, 
aqueducts,  and  channek  of  the  said  town  or  county,  there- 
unto belonging  or  appertaining  ;*'  and  for  and  towards  the 
necessary  maintenance  or  defence  of  the  lands,  tenements, 
goods,  chattek,  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  the  town 
and  corporation  aforesaid ;  and  for  and  towards  the  pay- 
ment and  satisfaction  of  any  necessary  public  charges  and 
expenses  of  the  said  town,  &c* ;  with  power  of  levy  and 
digress  and  arrest ; 

—  that  the  liberties,  &c.,  granted,  should  be  held  without 
hindrance  or  molestation  of  any  justices,  sheriffs,  &c. ; 

—  that  no  writ  of  quo  warranto  should  issue  against  the 

2D 
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mayor,  &c.,  for  any  thing  done  before  this  charter ;  and 
that  they  should  not  be  accountable  for  any  abuse  before 
this  charter ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  aMermen^  recorder,  sheriff,, 
burgesses,  and  town  clerk,  and  alT  other  officers  and 
ministers  of  the  town^  and  the  justices,  should,,  before  their 
admission  into  office,  take  the  oaAis  of  obedience  and 
supremacy ; 

—  that  no  recorder  or  town  clerk  should  be  admitted  to 
office  before  being  approved  of  by  the  king. 

Under  this  charter,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  lOtb 
Elizabeth,  the  borough  continued  to  be  governed,  till  the 
1st  of  January,  1836,  except  during  the  short  time,  to  be 
presently  spoken  of,  when  it  suffered  deprivation  of  its- 
privileges  by  an  adverse  judgment  on  a  quo  warranto^ 
The  additional  privileges  granted  by  this  charter  were  few 
and  of  slight  importance ;  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
real,  though  not  avowed  object,  of  issuing  it,  was  to  afford 
tome  sanction  to  the  select  system  that  had  been  intro- 
duced, and  which  would  naturally  be  encouraged  by  the 
court,  at  that  time  seeking  to  establish  its  rule  on  the  more 
concealed  power  of  influence,  rather  than  on  the  bold 
exercise  of  a  questioned  prerogative.  In  this  charter  we 
find  the  first  mention  of  two  classes  of  burgesses,  the  one 
described  as  that  of  "  capital  burgesses."  The  power  of 
making  byc-lawsy  so  fully  given  by  this  charter,  and  several 
other  parte  of  it,  were  well  calculated  to  establish  the 
change. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  reign,  Charles  11.  made  a 
violent  attadc  upon  the  rights  of  the  subject,  by  an  almost 
general  seizure  of  the  charters  of  boroughs,  by  virtue  of 
writs  of  quo  warranto.  The  king  was  urged  to  this  course 
by  the  dissensions  with  his  parliament ;  and  his  object  was^ 
to  obtain  an  ascendancy  over  all  the  cities  and  boroughs 
throughout  the  kmgdom ;  and  by  such  means  to  procure 
the  return  of  a  more  accommodating  pariiament.  * 
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Tbe  corporation  of  Poole  bad,  probably,  manifested  a 
more  sturdy  spirit  than  tbe  king  had  anticipated  on  tbe 
grant  of  tbe  charter  in  the  19th  year  of  bis  reign ;  for  that 
town  was  amongst  the  sufferers  in  the  general  seizure. 
June  27,  1683,  35  Car«  IL,  a  writ  of  qtu)  warranto  was 
issued  by  sir  Robert  Sawyer,  the  king's  attorney-general^ 
calling  upon  the  mayor,  &c,  to  show  by  what  authority 
they  exercised  ^eir  privileges. 

The  burgesses  of  Poole  were  intimidated  by  these  pro- 
ceedings, and,  as  was  the  case  with  many  other  boroughs, 
prudently  made  a  humble  submission  to  the  king,  of  which 
the  fbllowiog  is  a  copy : — 

^  The  most  humble  address  aad  submission  of  the  mayor, 
bailifl&,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  your  majesties 
ancient  corporation  of  your  town  and  county  of  roole, 
at  the  guildhall  assembled. 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

"  From  the  deepest  sense  of  our  doty  and 
God's  great  mercy  to  us  in  the  happy  deliverance  of  your 
sacred  person,  and  dearest  brother,  James,  duke  of  Yorke, 
from  the  late  barbarous  and  bloody  conspiracy  contrived 
and  carried  on  by  men  of  trayterous  and  beDishprinciples,4F 
wee  do  most  humbly  beseech  your  most  gratious  majesty 
to  accept  this  our  most  hearty  and  ancere  suite,  which  (like 
the  poor  widdow)  wee  doe  cast  into  the  treasury  of  ad- 
dresses (beeinjg  heartiely  sorry  that  wee  haue  not  done  itt 
sooner),  most  numbly  assureing  your  majesty  that  wee  doe 
detest  and  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  abhorre  that 
deuellish  and  hellish  conspiracy,  and  doe  heartiely  pray 
tbe  King  of  Kings  and  Gouernour  of  all  things  {whome 
wee  blesse  for  your  majesty's  signall  and  miraculous  pre- 
^ruation)  to  contimie  his  wonted  providence,  and  grante 
jour  majesty  a  long  life,  and  a  prosperous  reign  over  us. 

*^  And  wee  doe  most  humbly  supplicate  your  majesty's 
gratious  accq^tance  of  our  lives  and  fortunes  which  wee  are 
mutually  resolued  to  expose  in  the  defence  of  your  sacred 
person,  your  royall  brother,  and  lawfull  successors,  and 

*  Allusion  is  here  made  to  the  Bye  Uouse  Plot,  which  had  been  discovered  «  few 
months  before. 
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the  government  by  law  established  both  in  church  and 
state,  from  all  treasonable  conspiracyes  and  trayterous 
associacions.  And  wee  doe  faythtuUy  engafife  that  when- 
soeuer  your  majesty  shall  vouchsafe  to  call  your  great 
council  in  parliament,  wee  will  choose  such  persons  for 
burgesses  whose  actions  shall  giue  us  greatest  hopes  of 
loyalty. 

**  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  your  majesty  has  been 
OTatiously  pleased  since  your  happy  restoration  to  this  your 
kingdom  and  crown  (by  a  charter  granted  to  us  in  the 
18tn  [19th]  yeare  of  your  majesty's  happy  reigne),  not 
onely  to  confifme  our  lioertyes  and  franchises,  granted  io 
us  in  seuerall  charters  of  vour  royall  predecessors,  but 
allsoe  therein  of  your  royaH  goodness  to  add  seuerall  pri- 
vileges and  libertys  thereto,  yett  such  is  our  unhappiness  att 
this  tyme  (by  the  ill  management  and  abuse  tnereof  by 
^me  amongst  us)  to  give  your  majesty  such  just  cause  of 
displeasure  as  to  cause  a' quo  warranto  to  be  brought 
against  them. 

**  Wee  doe,  therefore,  in  all  humillity,  and  with  the 
greatest  submission,  prostrate  ourselves  att  your  rovall 
«feet,  earnestly  cntreatmg  your  gratious  pardon  for  euery 
offence  whereby  wee  haue  incurred  your  majesty's  dis- 
pleasure,  and  that  of  your  great  gooanesse  you  will  not 
ruine  so  anscient  and  (may  wee  presume  to  say  itt)  loyal! 
corporacione  and  towne  and  county  for  the  miscarriage  of 
some  few  disaffected  persons,  butt  that  your  majesty  would 
most  gratiously  incline  to  shew  the  same  princefy  clemency 
and  compassion  to  us  as  you  have  of  late  to  your  royail 
citty  of  London,  by  continueing  to  us  our  anscient  libertyes 
and.  franchises,  reserving  to  your  majesty  and  successors 
the  approbacion  and  confirmacion  of  our  respective  mayor, 
bailing,  sherifl&,  recorder,  towne^-clerke,  or  any  other 
officer,  in  such  manner  as  your  majesty,  in  your  princely 
wisdom,  shall  think  fitt. 

^<  And  wee,  in  the  name  of  ourselves  and  all  the  inhabit 
tants  of  this  towne  and  county,  doe  most  humbly  tender  to 
your  majesty  the  most  faithfull  and  sincere  promises  and 
assurances  of  constant  loyal  Ity  and  stedfast  obedience  to 
your  majesty,  your  heirs  and  lawfuU  successors,  and  of  our 
dutifull  and  lawfull  administration  of  the  government  of 
this  towne  and  county  for  the  future.  And  wee  doe  most 
humbly  submitt  ourselues  in  all  things  relateing  to  our 
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charter  to  your  majesty's  good  pleasure,  which  wee  hegg 
to  reoeivet  beiog*  unanimously  resolved  to  yeeld  obedience 
thereunto,  with  all  humility'  and  thankfuUness.  In  testi- 
mony whereof  wee  have  caused  the  common  seal  of  this 
towne  and  county  to  bee  hereunto  affixed ;  and  allsoe  sett 
our  hands  this  19^  day  of  Sept,  in  the  xxxv  yeare  of  vour 
majesty  s  reign. 

From  a  curious  correspondence  that  ensued  on  the  mat- 
ter, we  find  that  thb  dutiful  submission  experienced  a  very 
&vourable  reception  at  the  royal  hands.  The  address  was 
entrusted  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Skutt,  of  Londoq,  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  king,  and  his  letter  is  curious,  as  descriptive  of 
the  royal  reception,  and  of  the  expressions  that  fell  from 
the  king  on  the  occasion.    It  was  as  follows : — 

«'  London,  the  4^  Oct.,  1683. 
"  Sirs, 

"  I  have  received  yours  of  the  1**  pres*  with 
the  enclosed  address,  which,  according  to  your  order,  have 
been  thb  morning  delivered  his  majesty,  and  kindly  re- 
ceived, which  being  a  matter  of  so  g^reat  importance,  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  acq^uaynt  you  with  all  the  circum- 
stances which  attended  it.  As  soon  as  received  it,  I 
accquaynted  sir  Benjamin  Newland  thereof,  who  the  night 
before  came  to  towne,  and  had  prombed  to  serve  you  in 
giveing  countenance  to  itt  by  his  presence,  and  then  wayted 
on  the  earle  of  Rochester,  who  before  knew  of  your  designe 
and  promised  to  favour  you  in  itt.  Hee  read  itt,  and  very 
well  liked  itt,  and  appointed  our  attendance  at  Whitehall, 
and  then  sent  for  us  to  the  councill  chamber,  where  his* 
majesty  beeing  come  to  councill  upon  an  extraordenary 
occasion,  before  the  council  sate,  the  lords  beeing  present, 
wee  were  sent  for  in,  and  his  majesty  receiving  us  with  a 
pleasant  countenance,  wee,  accquaynting  him  with  the 
occasion  of  our  attendance,  uppon  our  knees  delivered  the 
addresse  into  his  majesty's  hands,  who,  receiving  itt  with 
all  demonstrations  of  kindnesse,  gave  itt  to  one  of  the 
clarkes  of  the  councill  to  reade  itt,  which  beeing  done,  his 
majesty  was  pleased  to  ^ive  this  CTatious  answer ;  that  he 
kindly  received  your  aculresse  and  submission,  and  that  he 
would  give  directions  to  his  attomey-ffenerall  that  the 
matter  relateing  to  your  charter  should  be  settled  as  you 
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Erfty'd'for ;  that  hee  never  intended  to  take  any  thinsf  from 
is  subjects  butt  what  should  bee  for  their  good,  and 
would  tend  to  the  peace  and  quiett  of  his  government  and 
to  keepe  ill  men  out  of  itt  thai  might  di^rb  itt;  which 
answer  liad  you  heard  from  his  majesty's  own  mouth  1 
know  would  have  been  more  ideasing  to  you  coming  from 
so  great  a  king  and  the  best  of  men,  who  studdyes  thegood 
of  bis  sul^ects,  and  whoever  suffers  under  his  govemmentt 
it's  only  from  themselves,  as  wee  of  this  citty  have  lately 
once  sadly  experimented,  wee  not  haveing  complyed  wHfc 
our  promises  to  soe  good  a  king  by  the  prevalency  of 
factious  illminded  men,  wee  are  now  reouced  from  a 
&mous  citty ondy toaffreat  village,  his  majesty  beeing 

1>rovoked  to  enter  up  ju(&ment  agaynst  our  charter,  all  our 
ibertyes,  frsmchises,  lands,  &c.,  are  forfeited  and  seized 
into  the  king'shands,  and  many  thousands  of  widdows  and 
orphadsleft  in  )Bi  most  deplorable  perishmg  condition,  and 
wee  are  now  ^vemed  by  the  old  lord  mayor,  who  haue 
this  day  received  a  new  commission  from  his  majesty, 
and  by  virtue  thereof  now  acts*  You  have  taken  a  better 
course,  and  doubt  not  you  will  find  the  good  effect  of  itt. 
I  musA  accquaynt  you  that  it  is  expected  the  attomey-g^en- 
erall  be  attendled,  and  a  legal!  settlement  made  as  he  snail 
advise :  his  maiesty  expects  onely  to  reserve  the  approba^- 
tAon  of  JOMT  officers  which  I  understand  must  be  done  by 
some  new  infitrument,  the  privileges  of  your  former  charters 
remaining  in  all  other  things  as  formerly  enjoyed.  If  you 
please  to  command  mee  to  undertake  the  conduct  of  itt,  I 
shall  performe  itt  with  all  care  and  respect  to  your  interest, 
and  oDserve  your  directions  in  all  things.  Soe  present  you 
my  hble.  service,  and  assure  1  am  att  your  commimds 

**Ben:  Skutf' 

•  The  further  services  of  Mr.  Skutt  were  accepted,  and  the 

loyal  corporation  were  ready  to  accede  to  any  conditions 

required  by  the  king,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  reply  to  the 

above  letter. 

**  Poole,  Oct. «,  1683. 

**  Mr.  Benj.  Skutt. 

"  Sir, 

"  We  have  your's  of  the  4^^  current ; 
and  considering  itts  contents,  must  acknowledg  ourselves 
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highly  oblifi^ed  for  your  g'reat  care  and  kindnesse  iii  tbe 
see  speedy  delivery  of  our  addresse  and  submission,  the 
good  successe  wKereof  in  meeting  with  soe  gratious  an 
acceptance  from  soe  great  a  prince  and  best  of  men,  as 
by  oDserving  the  severall  circumstances  that  attended  the 
delivery  thereof  so  particularly  sett  down  in  your's,  occa- 
sioned great  joy  to  all  the  auditors,  which  were  many,  at 
Mr.  Mayor's  house  Satterday  last;  and  this  day  at  tlie 
guildhall  it  was  ordered  att  a  meeting  there,  that  your 
letter  with  the  whole  proceedings  should  be  recorded,  and 
thanks  returned  to  you  for  your  kindnesse,  and  by  you  to 
the  earle  of  Rochester  and  sir  Benj.  Newland,  which,  as 
you  have  opoortunity,  wee  pray  you  to  doe,  and  tbett 
hirtber  consiaering  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  what  is 
further  to  bee  done  to  compleat  the  businesse  (who  shou'd 
attend  the  attorney-generall),  would  not  admit  of  any 
debate  at  all,  as  wee  thought  of  noe  person  in  the  first 
place  more  fitt  and  on  our  application  more  ready  to  serve 
us  in  what  is  allready  done,  soe  since  you  are  now  pleas'd 
to  prevent  a  future  request  by  soe  readiely  offering  your 
conduct  of  what  remaynes,  wee  doe  unanimously  and 
wholly  leave  itt  to  you,  not  doubting  butt  as  you  have  been 
very  kinde  and  dilligent  hitherto,  soe  you  will  bee  very 
cordiall  and  careful!  in  the  management  of  what  remaynes 
as -much  as  in  you  lyeth  for  the  corporacion's  interest,  and 
if  you  shall  have  occasion  of  advice,  to  advise  with  such 
councill  as  you  shall  think  fitt,  and  when  you  shall  have 
occasion  of  money  please  to  advise  us,  and  wee  will  take 
care  to  remitt  itt  you  or  pay  itt  to  your  order  which  shall 
be  most  for  your  convenience.  Sir,  wee  wholly  confide  in 
you,  trusting  wee  haue  a  very  favthfull  friend,  and.  you 
shall  ever  fiinde  the  like  in, 

"  Hon^  Sir, 

"  Your  assured  lo :  friends. 

**  As  you  doe  anything  in  this  businesse,  please  to  advise 
lis  thereof  from  tyme  to  tyme,  and  wee  desire  it  may  be 
finisht  with  all  nesesary  speede/' 

But,  notwithstanding  the  favourable  manner  in  which 
the  submission  was  received,  and  the  readiness  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  accord  with  any  royal  desire,  it  appears  that  the 
matter  was  not  then  satisfactorily  arranged ;  and,  accord- 
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inglj,  in  the  Easter  term  following,  judgment  wns  entered 
up  against  the  borough,  and  renewed  in  Trinity  term,  2nd 
Jac.  II.  ;4F  the  effect  of  which  was  to  take  away  all  the 
local  privileges  of  the  town,  granted  to  it  in  all  the  previous 

charters. 

Immediately  previous  to  the  issue  of  the  quo  warrantOf 
a  commission  of  the  peace  was  issued,  dated  Feb.  15,  35(h 
Car.  II.  (1682-3),  directed  to  sir  Francis  North,  lord 
keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  England ;  John,  earl  of  Radnor, 
president  of  the  privy  council ;  Greorge,  marquis  of  Halifax, 
keeper  of  the  privy  seal ;  the  duke  of  Albemarle;  Robert, 
earl  of  Lindsey,  great  chamberlain  of  England ;  Henry, 
earl  of  Arlington,  chamberlain  of  the  household;  the 
mayor  of  the  town  and  county  of  Poole  for  the  time  being; 
Nathaniel  Napier,  bart.;  Thomas  Erie,  Thomas  Chafin, 
William  CuUiford,  Anthony  Ettricke,  George  Ryves, 
Henry  Constantine,  and  William  Ogden,  esquires;  ap- 
pointing them  jointly  and  severally  to  be  justices  of  the 
peace  in  the  town  and  county  of  Poole  and  the  limits  and 
boundaries  thereof,  with  the  customary  powers,  &c.  This 
commission  is  still  preserved,  with  the  great  seal  appended 
to  it.f 

In  the  species  of  interregnum  that  prevailed  in  the  town 
from  the  issue  of  the  qito  warranto  till  the  grant  of  the 
charter  of  the  4th  Jac.  II.,  the  lord  of  the  manor  held  his 
courts-leet  in  Poole,  and  attempted  to  recover  his  ancient 
right  of  electing  a  mayor  out  of  three  persons  presented  by 
the  jury.  Th^  attempt,  however,  was  unsuccessful,  and 
the  mayor  and  other  officers  appointed  at  the  lord's  court 
were  never  suffered  to  officiate,  the  duties  of  the  mayoralty 
being  performed  by  John  Wyndham,  of  Salisbury,  who 

*  Altfaongh  rnlet  for  ;jadgment  had  patted  upon  informatioa  agatntt  a  very  great 
number  of  oorporatiout  and  bodiet  politic  of  the  Idngdom,  yet  no  judgmentt  were 
entered  upon  record  upon  any  such  information,  except  againtt  the  city  of  London, 
Toole,  Cheater,  Calne,  8t  Irea,  York,  Thaxted,  Uangfaour,  and  Malmetbury. 

^  There  Im  alto  in  the  archiret  of  the  corporation  an  imprettion  of  the  great  teal 
of  queen  Anne ;  but  the  document  to  which  it  was  al&ud  hat  not  been  pretenred. 
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was  appointed  to  the  office  by  commission,  or  by  Allen 
Skutt,  his  deputy,  also  appointed  by  commission. 

The  object  of  the  forced  surrender  of  the  charters  was 
not  to  destroy  the  existence  of  the  corporations,  but,  by 
remodelling  them  through  the  agency  of  new  char- 
ters, to  bring  them  under  the  influence  of  the  crown,  and 
make  them  convenient  instruments  of  government.  To 
effect  this  purpose,  new  charters  were  granted  to  many 
boroughs,  in  which  clauses  were  inserted,  reserving  the 
right  of  removal  of  officers  to  the  crown,  and  providing 
other  conditions  with  a  similar  tendency. 

Thus,  in  the  4th  Jac.  II.  (Sept.  15, 1688),  a  charter  was 
issued  to  Poole,  containing  these  objectionable  clauses,  and 
otherwise  throwing  the  influence  of  the  corporation  into 
the  hands  of  the  crown. 

It  recited  the  judgments  upon  qvx)  warranto^  and  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  for  renewed  liberties,  &c.,  and, 
in  consideration  thereof,  granted 

—  that  the  town  should  be  a  county  of  itself; 

—  that  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  should  be  a  body 
corporate,  by  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  of  Poole  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Poole ; 
to  have  perpetual  succession,  and  to  be  capable  of  pur- 
chasing and  holding  lands,  of  sueing  and  being  sued,  &c., 
and  to  have  a  common  seal,  with  power  to  alter  the  same ; 

—  that  there  should  be  one  mayor,  one  recorder,  one 
sheriff,  eighteen  burgesses  or  common  councilmen,  and 
one  town-clerk :  Moses  Durell  was  named  ^|^first  mayor; 
Henry  Trenchard,  first  recorder;  Thomas  Smith,  first 
sheriff;  Moses  Durell,  Richard  Penney,  John  Gigger, 
William  Minty,  John  Carter,  Henry  Jubber,  James  Ilalli- 
bread,  and  Joseph  Hopkins,  first  aldermen ;  William  Pike, 
sen.,  Thomas  Smith,  Martin  Rose,  Richard  Topp,  John 
Lintren,  sen.,  Timotliy  £ird,  William  Collands,  John 
Hookey,  Anthony  Smith,  Richard  Buckenham,  Robert 
Wharton,  Abraham  Smith,  Walter  Spurrer,  Simon  Whit- 

2E 
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son,  Richard  Sutton^  sen.,  Robert  Bayly,  jun.,  and  George 
OUiffe,  first  burgesses  or  common  cooncilmen ;  John 
Blunt,  first  town-clerk  ; 

—  that  the  officers  should  continue  in  office  as  formerly  ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  or  common 
councilmen,  should  hare  full  power  to  make  laws  for  the 
good  rule  and  government  of  the  town,  and  to  alter  the 
same ;  with  power  to  levy  penalties  upon  offenders,  to  be 
enjoyed  to  their  own  use  without  accounting ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  or  council- 
men  should  have  power  to  tax  and  assess  all  officers,, 
burgesses,  and  other  inhabitants,  towards  the  necessary 
repairing  of  the  bridges,  walls,  and  banks  of  the  town  and 
county ;  and  towards  the  payment  of  the  necessary  taxes 
and  expenses  of  the  town,  and  towards  any  other  matters 
and  things  necessarily  touching  and  concerning  the  sup- 
porting of  the  said  town  and  corporation  ;  with  power  of 
levy  and  distress ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  recorder^  and  three  aldermen  to  be 
annually  elected,  should  be  justices  of  the  peace  within  the 
town  and  its  liberties ; 

—  that  the  mayor  should  be  sworn  as  mayor  and  justice  ; 
the  recorder,  sheriff,  aldermen^  burgesses  or  common 
eouncilmen^  and  town  clerk  to  be  sworn  ; 

—  that  the  mayor  might  appoint  one  of  the  aldermen  as  his 
deputy  mayor ;  and  that  the  recorder  might  also  appoint  a 
deputy ;  both  deputies  to  be  sworn  ; 

—  that  powif^hould  be  reserved  to  the  king  to  remove 
the  mayor  or  any  officer  at  his  pleasure ;  that  others 
should  be  elected  in  the  room  of  those  so  removed ;  and 
that  if  the  vacancies  should  not  be  filled  within  twenty 
days  after  such  removal,  the  king  should  have  power  to 
nominate ;  and  in  that  case  all  other  elections  should  be 
void ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  sheriff,  aldermen,  burgesses  or 
common  councilmen,  and  town  clerk,,  and  their  successors,. 


1 
*♦  * 
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should  be  exempted  from  taking  tlie  oaths  of  supremacy 
and  allegiance,  and  the  oaths  in  the  act  13th  Car.  II.,  and 
from  taking  the  sacrament  and  subscribing  the  declaration; 

—  that  no  recorder  or  town  clerk  should  be  admitted 
without  the  king's  approval ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  &c.,  should  have  power  to  hold  lands 
not  exceeding  £100  annual  value,  with  licence  to  let  the 
^me; 

—  and  that  they  should  enjoy  the  same  liberties,  &q.,  as 
they  formerly  enjoyed,  paying  and  rendering  for  the  same 
as  theretofore. 

This  charter  was  so  distasteful  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it 
was  not  accepted,  it  being  wisely  determined  to  reject  the 
dangerous  encroachments  on  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
involved  in  its  provisions.  At  this  time,  too,  a  spirit  of 
resistance  to  the  arbitrary  measures  of  James  11.  was 
generally  springing  up  throughout  the  country,  and  that 
weak  and  misjudging  monarch  found,  when  it  was  too  late, 
the  danger  of  that  extent  io  which  he  had  carried  his  des- 
potic views.  The  acts  of  the  last  few  weeks  of  hb  reign 
evince  the  existence  of  this  too-long  deferred  conviction. 

Amongst  those  measures  was  the  grant  of  a  charter  of 
complete  restoration  to  the  borough  of  Poole,  without  any 
of  those  objectionable  provisions  contained  in  the  rejected 
charter  just  recited. 

This  charter,  which  bears  date  Dec.  8,  4th  Jac.  IL 
(1688),  in  consideration  of  the  good  service  of  the  bur- 
gesses and  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  coui%  of  Poole,  as 
likewise  for  the  good  government  of  the  same,  released 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants,  as  likewise  the  late  mayor, 
bailifl&,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  froin  the  judgments 
obtained  against  the  mayor,  &c.,  upon  the  quo  tcarrantOj 
and  from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  consequent  thereon ; 
and  granted 

—  that  all  their  liberties,  franchises,  lands,  tenements,  &a, 
should  be  restored,  as  before  the  judgment;  and  that  the 
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burgfesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  should  be  incorpo« 
rated  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty ; 

—  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  bailiffs,  capital  burgesses  or 
aldermen,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  and  all  freemen,  officers,  and 
ministers  whatsoever,  who  were  in  office  at  the  time  ©f 
obtaining  the  judgments,  should  be  restored  to  their  res- 
pective offices  and  places ;  and  the  following  persons  were 
declared  so  restored  to  the  offices  held  by  them  at  the  time 
of  the  judgment  in  the  2nd  Jac.  II.,  viz.: — James  Halli- 
bread  to  the  office  of  mayor;  William  White,  recorder; 
William  Street,  senior  bailiff;  Shadrach  Beale,  sheriff; 
James  Hallibreax],  William  Street,  Moses  Durell,  sen., 
John  Carter,  sen.;  William  Orchard,  Nicholas  Efford, 
John  Willis,  sen.,  and  Alien  Skutt,  capital  burgesses  or 
aldermen ;  William  Weston,  water  bailiff;  Moses  Dure]I» 
jun.,  town  clerk ; 

^-  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  capital  burgesses  or  aldermen, 
and  burgesses,  should  cause  other  officers  to  be  elected  in' 
the  customary  manner  and  form ;  that  the  burgesses  and 
freemen  should  be  convened  and  assemble  to  make  and 
constitute  laws,  &c.,  as  theretofore ;  and  that  the  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  should  be  gathered  together  in  the  usual 
place,  to  make  elections,  and  do  all  other  things  requisite 
and  accustomed;  and  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  capital 
burgesses  or  aldermen,  and  the  burgesses,  being  gathered 
together  in  the  common  hall,  should  exercise  the  samd 
power  and  authority  as  before ; 

^-  that  the  mayor,  and  recorder,  and  their  deputies,  and 
such  aldermen  as  were  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  time  of 
the  judgment,  should  be  restored  to  the  office ; 

—  that  a  new  mayor,  new  bailiffs,  a  new  sheriff,  and  other 
new  officers,  should  be  chosen  on  the  usual  dav«  and  in 
manner  and  form  as  before  the  judgment ; 

—  that  the  several  officers  should,  before  their  admission  to 
execute  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take  the  usual 
oaths. 
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This  charter  of  restitution  was  obtained  bv  the  influence 
and  through  the  instrumentality  of  sir  Nathaniel  Napier, 
who  sustained  the  expense  incurred  in  procuring  it;  found-* 
ing  on  his  liberality  in  this  tespect,  and  on  n  considerable 
charitable  donation  made  at  the  same  time,  a  claim  upoa 
the  suffrages  of  the  burgesses  on  the  summoning  of  the 
convention  parliament* 

The  charter  was  granted  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  pro* 
clamation  for  restoring  the  corporations  promulgated  by 
James  II.,  at  Faversham,  after  his  flight  from  London«4^ 

*  The  king  fled  from  London  Deo.  12 ;  and  this  prodamatton  was  aftenrarda  issued 
at  ^areisham.-^the  last  act  of  Us  expiring  power,  too  late  to  retrlere  Us  errors,  and 
only  in  time  to  shew  that  he  was  sensilile  of  thcsn,  and  desiroas,  if  possible,  of 
correcting  them.  It  commences  with  »  recital  that  several  deeds  of  surrender  had 
been  lately  mftde  by  several  corporations  and  bodies  corpohite.  Of  their  eharten, 
Ikanchises,  and  pririleges,  wUeh  had  not. been  recorded  or  enrolled ;  and  that  upon 
the  proceedings  and  rales  for  Judgment  which  had  been  lately  had  upon  the  quo 
warrantos,  judgments  had  not  been  entered  upon  record ;  whoreupon,  notwithstand* 
ing,  new  diarters  had  been  granted  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and  in  his  own ;  wUch 
deeds,  not  being  enrolled,  did  not  amount  to,  or  in  law  makto  aiQr  surrender  ol^  the 
garters,  franchises,  or  liberties  mentione4:  tnd  such  of  the  corporations  a^dnst, 
which  rales  for  judgments  had  been  made  in  the  lifetime  of  king  Charles  II.,  or  since^' 
in  ttie- court  of  king's  bench,  but  no  judgm«kt  entered  on  i^ord,  were  not  discw*^ 
porate  or  dissolved :  and  thmt  it  was  In  the  king's  power  to  l^ve  such  corporations* 
in  the  same  estate  and  condition  they  wera  in  ^  and  to  discharge  all  fkirther  proceed- 
ings that  might  be,  of  such  rules  for  Judgment  and  deeds  of  surrend^.  That  the 
deeds  of  surrender  made  by  the  corporations  and  bodies  politic,  except  the  followiog. 
viz. :— Thetford,  Nottingham,  Bridgwater,  Ludlow,  Bewdley,  Beverley,  Kxeter^ 
Tewkesbury,  Doncaster,  Colchester,  Winchester,  Launceston,  Liskeard,  Plympton. 
Tregony,  Plymouth,  Dunwich,  Bt  Ives,  Fowey,  Bast  Looe,  Camelford,  West  Looe» 
Tintagel,  Penryn,  Txuro,  Bodmin,  Hadleigh,  LostwitUd,  and  Saltash,  were  not 
enrolled  or  recorded  in  any  of  the  king's  courts.  ' 

That  though  rules  for  judgment  had  passed  upon  information  against  the  oorpo* 
tatlons  and  bodies  politic  of  several  cities  and  towns,  yet  no  Judgments  had  been* 
entered  on  record  upon  any  such  informations,  except  against  those  specified,  p.  808. 

That  to  restore  and  put  all  cities,  towns,  and  borougbs  in  England  and  Wales,  andf 
also  the  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  into  the  same  state  and  condition  they  were 
In  before  any  deed  of  surrender  was  made  of  their  charters,  firanchiscs,  or  proceed-] 
ings  against  them,  the  king  directed  that  the  corporations  and  bodies  politic  of  aU 
dties,  towns,  and  boroughs,  whose  deeds  of  surrender  were  not  enrolled,  nor  Judg* 
ments  entered  against  them ;  and  all  the  members  in  every  of  them  respectivdy, 
should  immediately  proceed  to  act  as  a  corporation  or  body  politic ;  and  when  places 
were  vacant,  to  make  immediate  elections,  and  to  execute  every  matter  and  thing  at 
they  lawftilly  might  have  done,  if  no  such  deeds  of  surrender  or  rules  for  judgment 
had  been  had  or  made^ 

That  all  the  corporate  officers  ftrom  their  offices  had  been  dismissed,  wUch  they 
claimed  to  hold  only  by  charter,  grant,  or  patent,  ttom  Charles  II.,  or  the  king, 
since  the  dates  of  the  respective  deeds  of  surrender,  ftc,  except  sudi  corporations 
whose  deeds  of  surrender  were  enrolled,  or  against  whom  judgment  was  entered. 

The  king  also  promised  he  would  grant  to  the  dties,  eorporations,  and  boroughs, 
any  fiirther  act  to  confirm  unto  them  all  their  charteis,  8tc.,  which  they  at  the  timea 
of  such  deeds  of  surrender,  held  or  ngoycd. 
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But  although  this  charter  bears  date  Dec.  8,  it  was  not 
produced  and  promulgated  in  the  town  until  the  24tb  of 
that  month,  when  it  was  brought  by  sir  Nathaniel  Napier, 
and  rcfiad,  cmd  the  restored  officers  were  duly  sworn  and 
iMbiftted  to  their  respective  offices. 

From  tliis  time,  the  course  of  municipal  government  tn 
the  borough  continqed  uniform  doWn  to  the  alteration 
effected  by  the  act  for  the  regulation  of  municipal  corpo- 
rations, [5th  &  6th  Wm.  IV.,  c.  76]. 

In  1833,  the  king  issued  a  commission  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  information  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
municipal  corporations.  Though  the  legality  of  this  com- 
mission was  much  questioned"!*,  and  though  several 
coi^orations  with  im|)unity  resisted  the  investigation  it 
purposed,  yet  the  corporation  of  Poole,  submitted  to 
a  searching  enquiry  instituted  by  Mr.  Gambier,  one  of  the 
commissioners,  and  afforded  him  ample  information*  Mr. 
Gambier  visited  Poole,  for  the  purposes  of  the  enquiry, 
Jan.  22  and  23,  1834.    The  foUowing  extracts  from  the 


That  ai  to  those  corporations  which  had  made  deeds  of  surrender,  or  had  Judgmoits 
given  against  them,  and  which  were  entered  on  record,  the  chancdlor,  attorney  and 
soUellot-general,  should,  upou  application,  without  fee  or  reward,  pass  charters^ 
faistrumcnts,  and  grants,  for  the  incorporating,  regranting,  conrfirming,  and  restoring 
to  them  their  respective  charters,  liberties,  fcc. ;  and  also  for  restoring  all  their  officers, 
at  the  Umes  of  such  deeds  of  surrender  or  judgments,  who  were  then  in  office. 

That  divers  boroughs,  which  had  not  been  corporations  before  1679,  and  had  their 
charters  oT  incorporation  subsequently  granted  to  them,  should,  from  (henceforth, 
«case  and  determine ;  and  that  all  and  evei^r  person  in  those  corporations  should  be 
temored  and  discharged  from  their  offices. 

That  the  king  would  do  any  other  act  that  would  render  tiiese  matters  effectual : 
aind  that  it  was  his  intention  to  call  a  parliament  as  soon  as  the  general  disturbance  of 
Che  kingdom,  by  the  Intended  invasion,  would  admit. 

To  this  conciliatory  and  beneficial  proclamation,  the  fullest  effect  has  been  given  by 
the  courts  of  law. 

*  Serious  doubts  were  entertained  by  many,  best  informed  upon  these  subjects,  a» 
t»  the  legality  «f  the  commission.  That  the  king,  by  virtue  of  his  prerogative.  Is 
«R*bled,  as  part  of  the  executive  ftiuctions  of  the  crown, — and,  constitutionally 
speaking,  is  bound— to  superintend  the  due  execution  of  the  law  in  the  several  muni* 
dpal  Instituttons  of  the  country,  cannot  be  doubted.  And,  for  such  purposes, 
an  oath  might  perhaps  be  ordered  to  be  administered,  in  order  to  obtain  the  most 
correct  information.  But  whether  the  crown  can  with  propriety  investigate  the 
flnancce— or  inquire  into  the  property  of  the  corporations — who  are  its  grantees— is 
a  question  involved  in  great  and  serious  difficuliits.— Mxbiwbiiieb  and  8TBratN8, 
8270. 
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report  presented  by  the  learned  comniissioner»  will  describe 
the  nature  and  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that  time. 

"  LIMITS. 

•*  Land  jurisdiction. — The  land  jurisdiction  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Poole  b  co-extensive  with  the  parish  of  St. 
James,  and  the  boundaries  are  well  understood  and 
defined." 

^^  Admiralty  jurisdiction. — The  corporation  have  an 
admiralty  jurisdiction,  the  boundary-line  of  which  is  not 
vcfry  accurcitely  ascertained,  but  which  comprehends 
certain  points  which  are  perfectly  well  known^F.'* 

"STYLE    AND    CONSTITUTION. 

"  The  style  of  the  corporation  is  *  the  mayor,  bailiff, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Poole.'  It 
consists  of  a  mayor,  two  bailifls,  and  an  unlimited  number 
of  burgesses.  The  commonalty  have  no  distinct  character 
in  this  corporation :  nor  are  any  corporate  functions  vested 
in  them  by  the  charters. 

*^  Mayor. — The  mayor  is  chosen  annually  on  Friday 
before  St.  Matthew's  day,  by  the  whole  of  the  burgesses, 
out  of  their  own  body ;  but  this  qualification  is  annexed  to 
the  character  of  the  candidates  and  to  that  of  the  electors, 
that  all  must  be  resident.  No  non-resident  burgess  is 
eligible  to  the  office  of  mayor,  and  no  non-resident  bur- 
gesses are  permitted  to  vote  at  his  election.  There  existed 
at  one  time  a  practice  for  the  mayor  and  aldermen  to 
nominate  three  candidates,  out  of  whom  the  burgesses 
elected  one  to  be  mayor.  In  1810,  this  system  of  nomina- 
tion was  resisted,  and  the  mayor,  who  had  been  elected 
under  it,  was  ousted  by  judgment  in  quo  warranto.  Since 
that  time,  and  until  very  lately,  the  office  of  mayor  was 
made  attainable  only  upon  having  served  certain  other 
offices  in  the  corporation ;  and  a  bye-law,  to  that  effect, 
was  passed  in  1830.    But  in  the  succeeding  year  that  bye- 


•  The  tdmiralty  jurUcUcUon  will  be  tcpantely  tx;ieftted  of  in  t  fQtmt  page. 
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law  was  Fescinded,  and  there  is  now  no  such  rule  or  re- 
striction as  to  the  party  who  b  to  be  chosen  mayor^^.  The 
mayor  takes  the  oath  of  office  before  the  burgesses,  at  the 
time  of  his  election.  If  the  mayor  dies  during  his  year  of 
office,  another  b  chosen  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  Such  an  event  occurred  in  Poole 
during  the  last  year. 

**  Bailiffs. — The  two  bailifl&  are  elected  by  and  from  the 
burgesses,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
mayor.  The  general  practice  (which  has,  however,  been 
sometimes  departed  from)  b  that  the  mayor  going  out  of 
office  should  be  senior  bailiff  for  the  next  year.  The  other 
bailiff  b  called  the  water  bailiff*f*. 

*^  Burgesses. — ^The  burgesses  are  unlimited  in  number* 
They  are  chosen  from  time  to  time  by  the  resident  bur- 
gesses, the  mayor  and  bailifl&  being  always  present  when 
they  are  elected.  The  right,  if  it  be  one,  to  form  a  select 
body  of  burgesses,  b  not  conferred  by  the  charter  of  Eliz- 
abeth, nor,  indeed,  as  far  as  appears,  by  any  other  charter. 
It  b  a  usage,  however,  which  has  so  far  been  confirmed, 
that  the  elective  franchise  has  been  adjudged  to  exist  in  the 
select  body  of  burgesses  formed  in  thb  manner.  Until 
lately  no  rule  as  to  choosing  resident  inhabitants  for  bur- 
gesses has  been  observed.  But,  in  1830,  the  choice  of 
burgesses  was  confined  to  those  who  resided  in  the  borough. 
On  that  occasion  92  burgesses  were  created,  many  of  them 
minors  of  all  ages.  With  regard  to  these  latter,  it  b 
understood  that  it  b  an  honorary  obligation  on  the  corpo- 
rate body  to  re-admit  them  when  they  attain  their  full  age. 
|n  general  the  election  of  burgesses  b  an  open  election, 
there  being  no  right  or  practice  to  nominate  either  in  any 
individual  or  in  any  class  of  persons;  but,  in  1890,  it  was 

*  This  practice  of  toUUon  of  office  prerailed  firom  t  very  early  period,  as  haa 
been  already  ahewn  (p.  170).      . 

f  The  baUifb  were  formerly  diattngaiahed  aa  the  high  haiUlT  [capitalla  balUmaJ 
and  oAder  halUff  [sub-balliTaaj. 
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agreed  tbtit  eaob  burgess  sbould  nomiaate  two  candichttes, 
and  these  were  as  a  matter  of  course  elected.  Each  bur- 
gess on  bis  admission  pays  a  fine  to  the  general  fund  of  the 
corporation*  The  amouni  of  this  fine  b  settled  bj  the 
corporation  at  a  meeting  previous  to  the  election ;  it  has 
raried  from  time  to  time,  but  of  lale  jears  has  been 
usually  £254^.  The  newly-admitted  burgess  also  pays 
the  following  fees:—* 

£    $,    d, 
"  To  the  town  clerk 2    2    0 

"Tohiflclerk....^ , 0    5    0 

"  To  each  seijeiuit-at-mace,  10s.  6d. . . .     1    1    0 

3    8    Of 

'^  Although  residence  is  not  made  a  necessary  qualifica- 
tion in  a  candidate  for  admission  into  the  corporation,  it  is 
considered  an  indispensable  requisite  to  the  exercise  of  his 
corporate  functions  after  being  admitted.  This  has  been 
alr^dy  mentioned  in  speaking  of  the  ojGce  of  mayor,  and 
it  applies  abo  to  other,  cases}.  There  is  an  instance  in 
1819,  of  a  non-resident  burgess  who  came  to  Poole  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  in  a  meeting  of  the  corporation,  and 
whose  name  was,  by  rea3on  of  his  being  a  non-resident, 
erased  by  the  mayor  from  the  list  of  those  who  had  voted ; 
and  a  minute  to  that  effect  was  made  in  the  bookg. 

*  Thp  bye-lAwi  regulating  the  election  of  burgeMes  have  Taried  occasionally  in 
acQordanee  with  clrcamataBoea ;  the  variatioBS  Ixdng  in  retjard  to  the  number  of 
biurgcaaea  whose  consent  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  an  admission,  and  the 
amount  of  the  fine  to  be  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  corporation  by  a  newly-eleoted 
burgess.  The  gradual  progress  in  the  amottnt  of  this  fine  has  been  already  alluded  to 
(p.  198).  The  practice  of  making  burgesses  wss  generally  resorted  to  when  the 
corporation  ftmds  happened  to  be  low,  and  some  trnprovement  of  the  town  was 
deemed  ttquisite.  PieTionaly  to  the  act  of  the  89th  Geo.  II.»  foch  a  oonise  was  fre- 
quently adopted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  fbnds  to  improve  the  quays :  and  when 
9S  burgesses  were  admitted  in  1830.  at  fines  of  £85  each,  amounting  to  £8900.  we  learn 
from  the  oommfesioner's  report,  that  **  the  whole  of  this  fund  was  expended  in  the 
yearn  1890. 1881,  and  1818.  in  the  improvement  of  (he  town.'* 

f  He  has  also  to  pay  for  the  admission  stamp. 

%  The  non-resident  burgesses  firequently  attempted  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
regulations  of  the  borough ;  but  their  right  to  do  so  was  never  sanctioned.  In  1818. 
they  stated  their  case  to  Mr.  serJeant  Copley  (now  lord  Lyndhurst).  and  his  opinion 
was  adverse  to  their  claim.  Their  privU^e  was  confined  to  the  exercise  of  the 
parliamentary  franchise. 

\  An  instance  occurs,  1680,  of  a  burgess  having  been  deprived  of  his  buigess-ship ; 
hot  the  power  of  removal  does  not  appear  to  have  been  well  established. 

2F 
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**  In  the  case  of  the  mayor  and  baiiifls,  the  rule  of  resi«- 
dence  is  generally  with  great  strictness  enforced.  In  1829, 
and  again  in  1831,  one  of  the  barlifis  was  removed  on 
account'  of  his  being  in  each  ease  resident  out  of  the 
borough ;  and  there  are  instances  of  olher  officers  being 
removed  for  the  same  canse4F. 

"OFFICERS. 

**  The  oflScers  of  the  corporation  are  the  mayor,  recorder, 
aldermen,  senior  bailiff,  four  justices,  sheriff,  town  cleri^ 
water  bailiff,  two  coroners,  two  constables  of  the  staple, 
key-keepers,  a  high  constable  and  three  other  constables, 
two  Serjeants  at  mace,  crier,  and  hayward.  There  'are 
also  com  meters  appointed  by  the  corporation,  a  treasurer 
who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  quay  and  harbour  dues ; 
and  a  quay,  harbour,  and  ballast  master,  who  receives 
them-f. 

**  Mayor. — The  mayor  of  Poole,  who  is  also  styled 
mayor  of  the  staple,  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
borough,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  weekly  court  of  record, 
derk  of  the  market,  and  admFral  of  the  port.  As  clerk  of 
the  market  he  appoints  a  deputy,  who  is  inspector  of  the 
market.  The  mayor  has  no  salary.  The  only  incidental 
emoluments  which  he  receives,  are  a  bushel  of  com  from 


•  The  ewliest  recorded  instance  of  a  penalty  for  almmoe.  ia  dated  May  tt,  188S. 
when  it  was  ordered  that  Christopher  Fanrdl,  senior  bailiff,  should  be  fined  £90  for 
absenting  himsiAf  from  bis  office,  by  going  to  Newfoundland^  without  the  consent  of 
the  mayor,  justices,  brethren,  and  the  rest  of  the  buigceses. 

i  Porters  also  were  formerly  appointed  by  the  oorpotatlMi ;  and  im  179t,  the  ratee 
of  porterage  were  regulated  by  an  order  which  is  cwioa»  as  «ft>rding  some  indi- 
cation of  the  confined  extent  of  the  town  at  that  period.  It  settles  that  the  porterage 
for  a  bushel  of  coals  shall  be  as  follows  :^From  the  great  quay  to 

High  Stebbt— Court  comer.  Id. ;  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Skutt's  gate»  l|d. ;  to  Henry 
Strong's  house,  Ud. ;  to  BuU  Head,  Ifd. ;  to  any  part  of  High  street  above  Butt 
Head.  Sd. 

Mabkkt  Strbbt— to  Mr.  John  Durell's  house.  Id. ;  to  Mr.  Wm.  Fooks*s  house,. 
Ud. ;  to  the  east  end  of  the  Market  house,  lid. ;  to  Market  lane,  Ifd. ;  above  Market 
lane,  2d. 

STRAifo— to  John  Catridgc's  bouse.  Id. ;  to  Pelly'a  entry,  l|d. ;  to  Sutton's  oomer, 
lid. ;  to  Gray's  entry,  l|d. ;  thence  to  the  end  of  Leg  lane,  Sd. 

Wbst  SrasBT— to  widow  Bennett's  house.  Id. ;  to  Dudley  Digges's  house,  ]|d. ; 
to  John  Rose's  house,  lid. ;  to  Mary  Sutton's  house,  Ud. ;  beyond  the  tame,  2d. 
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every  foreign  vessel  bringing  com  to  the  port,  and  a  con- 
tribution of  fisK  from  all  fishermen  not  belonging  to  the 
port,  who  bring  fish  for  sale4(.  . 

**  Recorder. — The  recorder  is  chosen  for  life,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  resident  burgesses,  subject  to  the  approbation 
of  the  crown.  The  approval  of  the  crown  is  signified 
under  the  sign  manual,  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home  departoent.  The  practice  has  been  to 
elect  barristers  to  this  oflSce.  The  recorder  himself  is  not 
usually  resident  There  is  at  the  present  time  a  deputy 
recorder,  wjio  attends  the  ses^ons,  but  it  is  said  to  be  an 
unusual  thing  to  appoint  a  deputy.  The  recorder  is  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  borough,  and,  when  present,  presides 
at  the  quarter  sessions.  He  has  no  salary  or  other  emolu- 
ment. 

**AUterinen. — ^The  body  of  aldermen  is  composed  of 
those  members  of  the  corporation  who  have  served  the 
office  of  mayor.  They  are  mentioned  in  this  place  because 
it  does  not  appear  that  they  constitute,  for  any  purpose,  an 
integral  part  of  the  ccwporation.  The  charter  of  Charles 
the  second  directs  that  six  justices  of  the  borough  should 
take  the  oa^h  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  presoice  of  the 
aldermen  or  of  any  two  of  them ;  and  it  is  still  the  practice 
to  administer  the  oath  in  their  presence.  They  have  also, 
conjointly  with  the  mayor,  the  appointment  of  the  two 
Serjeants  at  mace.  There  are  now  twelve  aldermen  in  the 
corporation. 

*  The  mayor  wu  /onaerijr  allowed  a  aum  ttom  the  corporation  fund  to  corer  the 
neccBMrj  expensea  of  the  office.  In  1589,  it  was  ordered  "that  the  mayor  for  the 
time  being  ahoold  hare  hia  amraal  sums,  rix.,  the  recorder *a  fee.  and  for  his  diet,  the 
mayor'a  yearly  allowance  for  hli  kitchen,  the  aerjeanta*  yearly  wages,  and  for  hia 
table."  In  1688,  it  was  agreed  by  the  corporation,  that  thenceforth  the  mayor  should 
'*  be  allowed  annnally  the  aum  of  £84,  in  discharge  of  his  mayor's  feast,  quarter 
Msaiona,  monthly  meetings.  featlTsl  days,  and  other  charges  during  his  said  yeare  of 
mayoralty."  The  prinolpal  expense  that  devolred  upon  the  mayor  in  late  years  was 
that  contingent  on  the  practice,  still  maintained,  of  giving  a  public  breakfast  to  the 
inhabitants,  before  going  io  church  on  hts  first  public  appearance  with  the  insignia  of 
office,  which  is  generally  on  the  second  Sunday  alter  his  election,  when,  after  the 
breakfsst,  he  proceeds  to  church  en  suite. 
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'^  Senior  bailifi — ^The  senior  btiltff  is  a  judge  of  the 
weekly  court  of  recordi  and  is  iisually  elected  one  of  the 
four  justices  of  the  peace. 

**  Juiticei. — Besides  die  senior  bailiff,  three  other  bur- 
gesses  are  elected  amraailj,  on  the  Friday  before  St, 
Matthew's  day^  whioh  is  caUed  the  cbarter*day,  and  is  the 
day  for  electii^  to  all  the  annual  offices  of  the  corporation. 
Tbey  are  elected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  imiyx>r.  It  is 
the  practice  for  all  the  four  justiees  to  attend  at  the  petty 
sessions,  which  are  held  at  the  same  time  and.place  as  tba 
weekly  court,  which  will  hereafter  be  m^itioned.  But  the 
mayor  usually  takes  upon  himself  the  ordinary  business  of 
magistrate  in  the  town. 

*^  Sheriffl'^The  sheriff  is  elected  annually,  in  the  sftme 
mann^  as  the  mayor.  He  has  the  exclusiye  erecution  of 
all  writs  and  procen  within  the  town  and  county,  except 
those  issuing  from  the  weekly  court  of  record ;  ^md  has  in 
all  respects  the  same  power  as  the  sheriff  of  a  county  at 
large.  The  sheriff  has  the  usual  fees  of  office,  and  receiyes 
also  from  the  corporation  the  sum  of  twenty  gmneas  for 
his  quietus. 

^^  Toum  clerk^^-^The  town  clerk  is  elected  for  life,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  recorder,  attd  the  choice  of  the 
corporation  must  be  approyed  of,  in  the  same  manner,  by 
the  crown.  He  is  derk  of  the  peace,  clerk  to  the  magis* 
trates,  and  prothonotary  of  the  weekly  court  of  record4(. 
He  has  a  salary  of  twenty  pounds  a  year  from  the  corpora* 
tion  for  attending  their  meetbigs  and  recording  the  pro* 
ceedings  which  take  place.  He  receiyes  fees  at  sessions  as 
clerk  of  the  peace,  upon  nearly  the  same  scale  as  that 
which  is  made  use  of  in  the  county  of  Dorset.  Hie  fees 
are  said  to  be  in  some  respects  less  than  those  of  the  county 
at  large.  As  magistrates'  clerk  he  also  takes,  it  is  said, 
the  same  fees  as  the  clerk  of  the  magistrates  in  the  county 

*  He  wai  also  formerly  appointed  clerk  of  tlie  staple;  and  an  old  record  book  in 
ibs  wchiTea  of  tbe  corporation  containa  the  oath  to  be  taliea  by  him  in  that  capacity, 
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of  Dorset ;  but  it  seems  to  be  doubtful  whether  the  fees  in 
Poole  are  regukted  by  those  in  Dorsetshire.  One  instance 
Wis  mentfooed  in  wlneh  4lte  difference  is  considerable  ;  the 
fee  for  ft  suoifnons  in  the  county  of  Dorset  being  one 
sbilliiiip,  that  in  the  town  and  coanty  of  Poole  bei^g  two 
shillings.  The  iowft  derk  prepares  the  corporation  leases^ 
and  is  pakL  for  theas  bj  Ike  tenants. 

<<  fVater  bmil^.^The  second  bailiff  is,  as  I  undersCtod, 
catted  4lie  waler  Mliff.  H^  has  the  chaise  of  the  ^Ker 
oar ;  and  hf  hiaMelf  or  his  officer  attends  with  it  on  eae- 
cuthig  any  f»rocesB  wkkin  Ae  ftdniraky  jurisdiction  of  (he 
corp<H9iian.  One-giMiea  isthe  fee  for  the  use  of  the  siKer 
oar;  and  in  civil  cases  the  eipense  of  the  boat  is  always 
obid^ed  td  the  (rfaiatiff  in  the  aaion.  It  is  the  buamess 
also  of  the  water  bailiff  to  superintend  the  oyster  ishery^ 
and  the  other  fisheries  of  the  corporation.  Besides  the  fees 
for  the  Mse  <^  the  siim*  oar,  he  tias  a  bushel  of  com  and 
a  toll  of  fish,  the  same  in  each  case  as  what  is  taken  by  Iho 
mayor. 

^^  Cferamer^-^Two  cononers  are  chosira  aanuaUv  frcm 
the  burgesses,  on  the  diaHer  day,  by  the  body  there 
assembled.  They  haw  mck»if«  jurisdiction  within  the 
town  and  comity  of  Poote.  They  receive  the  nsual  fees 
which  belong  to  the  office  of  ooroner. 

''  Cmutables  tf  the  stepfe.— Two  constaMes  d  the  sti^o 
are  chosen  at  the  same  liwie  and  by  the  same  body.  They 
haTO  no  duties,  salary,  or  emoluments. 

**  KepJeeqmrsi^^Tbe  mayor  and  justices  are  annually 
elected  key*keepers,  and  overseers  of  the  new  alms-houses; 
but  no  duties  or  emoluments  are  attached  to  either  of  these 
offices. 

**  CansUibles.-^Two  constables  are  diosai  by  tbe  body . 
on  the  charter-day,  and  two  other  constables  are  appointed 
annually  at  the  Easter  sessions.  One  of  the  latter  is  caUed 
high  constable,  and  has  a  salary  of  £10  a  year  from  tbe 
corporation.  They  ail  receive  the  general  fees  which 
belong  to  the  execution  of  their  office. 
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**  SergeanU  at  mace. — ^Two  Serjeants  at  mace  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  mayor  and  aldermen^  and  continue  in  office 
during'  the  pleasure  of  the  same  body.  They  are  the 
bailifl&  of  the  weekly  court  of  record,  and  execute  the 
process  of  that  court.  They  are  the  sheriff's  officers  for 
the  town  and  county  of  Poole;  and  one  or  other  of  them 
acts  as  crier  at  the  court  of  quarter  sessions.  They  receive 
a  salary  of  £10  a  year  each,  besides  thar  fees. 

<«  Crier.  HaywartL — ^The  crier,  who  has  been  generally, 
but  not  always,  also  hay  ward,  is  appointed  by  the  mayor, 
and  receives  one  guinea  a  year  from  the  corporation. 

«'  Com  meters. — A  certain  number  of  com  meters,  as 
many  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  are  annually  appointed 
by  the  corporate  body.  There  are  now  four  or  five.  They 
are  paid  by  the  merdiants  employing  them,  and  not  by  the 
corporation ;  the  rate  of  payment  is  a  halfpenny  p^  quar- 
ter, imperial  measure.  It  is  understood  to  be  compulsory 
to  employ  them4(. 

^*  Quay  treasurer.  Quay  and  harbour  master. — ^Under 
a  local  act,  29th  Geo.  HI.,  [II.]  the  corporation  are  sole 
trustees  for  the  management  of  the  quay  and  harbour  of 
Poole,  and,  in  that  capacity,  appoint  a  treasurer,  and  a 
quay,  harbour,  and  ballast  master.  The  latter  office  was, 
for  some  time,  divided  into  two,  and  there  was  a  ballast 
master  as  well  as  a  quay  and  harbour  master ;  but  tb^e  is 
now  a  single  officer  only  appointed^.  Hb  appointment  b  a 
permanent  one{.  The  treasurer  b  always  one  of  the  bur- 
gesses.   The  quay  master  collects  all  the  dues,  and  after 

*  The  right  of  the  corporation  to  appoint  a  measurer  of  com,  salt,  coals,  ftc,  was 
disputed  in  lOOS,  by  the  lord  high  admiral;  but  the  right  was  affirmed.  In  an  entry  in 
the  records,  dated  Sept.  17, 16<tt,  the  mayor  is  ordered  to  be  indemnified  *' for  his 
expenses  and  chardges  of  a  auite  in  the  admiraltie  courte  betweene  the  lo'  admirall 
a  the  towne  in  the  defense  of  the  towne's  right  for  the  mesuringe  of  salt,  coles,  k 
other  thinges,  ftc*' 

f  The  offices  have  been  again  sepvatcd  since  the  issue  of  the  commissioner's 
vepoit. 

t  By  the  prorisious  of  the  act  (sec.  1)  all  the  officers  sppointed  under  it  ar«  remor- 
able  at  pleasure. 
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paying  the  labourers  and  the  small  expenses  incurred  on 
the  quay  and  in  the  harbour,  pays  over  the  balance  to  the 
treasurer  at  the  end  of  every  month.  The  treasurer  dis- 
burses all  other  outgoings,  and  makes  up  his  account  in 
June  every  year.  The  act  allows  to  these  officers  salaries 
not  exceeding  10  per  cent,  on  the  gross  proceeds.  Of  this 
allowance  the  treasurer  receives  nothing:  the  whole  b 
given  to  the  quay  master. 

"  COURTS. 

**'  The  courts  held  within  the  town  and  county  of  Poole 
are,  a  court  of  quarter  sessions,  a  court  of  record,  a  court 
of  admiralty,  the  monthly  court  of  the  sheriff,  and  the 
sheriff ^s  toum. 

**  Quarter  se9sions. — The  sessions  are  held  four  times  a 
year,  before  the  mayor,  recorder,  or  his  deputy,  and  the 
justices:  either  the  mayor  or  recorder  must  be  present. 
This  court  has  exclusive  jnrisdiction  over  all  cases  arising 
in  the  town  and  county  of  Poole,  and  which,  if  it  were  not 
a  county  of  itself,  would  be  cognizable  by  the  justices  of 
the  county  of  Dorset.  Capital  cases  are  thought  to  be  tri« 
able  at  the  sessions ;  and  there  is  said  to  be  an  old  instance 
of  a  murder  having  been  tried  before  the  mayor.  At  the 
present  day,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  capital  felonies  are 
tried  at  the  sessions4(.    The  number  of  felonies  tried  there 


•  The  jQfitdictioB  of  the  old  eooit  of  quarter  tcMion  in  caict  of  capital  felony  ha* 
been  teldooi  eiereiaed.  An  instance,  howerer.  oocon  in  the  time  of  the  connomwtoltk. 
At  the  MMiOBS  hoMen  Mareh  98,  1654.  a  woman  named  Pearoe.  was  convicted  of 
murdering  her  illegitimate  child,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged.  The  warrant  for  the 
execQtion  la  still  extant,  aigned  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  two  jnaticea.  But.  until 
late  yean*  on  the  occorrcnoe  of  any  case  of  capital  felony  in  the  borou^,  the  prao- 
tice  was  that  one  of  the  Judges  of  assise  on  the  western  circnit  attended  at  Poole  for 
ttie  pnrpoee  of  trying  it.  Poole  being  included  in  the  commission  issued  for  that 
circuit,  no  separate  commission  was  necessary  on  that  account  Amongst  the 
instances  of  such  courts  are  the  following  :— 

In  170S ;  when  the  aul^oined  memorandum  occuis  in  the  record  book.—*'  On  the 
IftCh  day  of  July  in  y*  year  1703,  judge  Powell  was  hear  Tpon  the  tryall  of  one  Rich- 
ard M ulkaton,  for  stidibing  of  one  Sing  Goodman,  whereof  he  died :  but  Mullentoa 
was  qnetted,  by  reason  he  stabbed  him  in  his  own  dilltence. 

II.  s.  d. 
"The  Clarke  of  the  sixes  fee  was  10   0   0 

**Themarshall*sfeewas a   0   0 

*' The  Clarke's  man's  fee  was 2    0   0 

**  The  cryer  of  the  court.., .....i. ...,,,.....    «   0   0 
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in  tbe  course  of  the  year  are  from  sin  to  eight,  and  the 
same  is  about  tite  nnmber  of  misdemeanours*. 

^*  Courl  of  tecard*'-rA  court  of  record  is  held  before  the 
major  aud  senior  bailiff,  on  Thursday  in  every  week, 
having  unlimited  jurisdiction  in  ^1  caAises^  real,  personal, 
or  mixed*  The  practice  and  proceedings  in  this  court  are 
analogous  to  those  of  the  superior  courts.  The  writ  to 
bring  in  the  defendant  is  tested  by  the  mayor  and  senior 
bailiff,  and  is  generally  signed  by  the  mayor,  under  the 
seal  of  the  corporation.  It  i$  retqrnabte  tlie  neit  court 
day ;  bail  is  put  in  before  the  mayor ;  and  tl  is  the  practice 
tha^  the  plaintiff  should  either  declare  immediately,  or  ask 
for  time  to  declare.  The  pleadings  are  filed  ia  the  pro« 
thoiu)l^y*s  office,  wd  are  entered  ^hort  io  a  book  which  is 
kept  ttiesjre.  Writs  of  enquiry  are  not  direeled  to  the  sheriff, 
but  are  executed  before,  th^  court.  ThereisnotaUeof 
fees;  their  apoi^nt  is  regulated;  by  what  is  understood  to 


^••*" 


"They  demaiick^  191L  ;  but  oftei'  they  weve  gone  airay  we  Tiiden^a4  that  lay 
lord  ordered  them  to  take  but  IM.  in  aU :  soe  that  we  paid  Oli.  in  the  towne'f  wronge : 
a]idieii$e.d9.uQ4eii(^ftAtk^atl  Smvtbampton  neuer  any  tbiag  w«t  iniid  oi^^eli  ai» 
ooeation.*' 

A8Bia^-?'*o&thetl«to(  July,  174I»  ThoiMa  JIuawy,  etq«,  sefjeaat  at  law,  being 
appointed  by  his.  nugesty'9  commission  one  of  th^  judges  for  the  wctlen  dreoit^ 
came  to  thia  towne  and  county  to  try  Elisabeth  and  Julian  Wantner,  the  first  for  bur- 
glaiiouily  ateifiog  nine  guineas i^m  Henry  QpukU  of  this  Wwn  aiMVeoanty,  baker, 
the  other  fur  receiving  part  of  the  same  knowing  them  to  have  been  stolen,  who,  by 
the  okneney  of  the  jury,  were  both  acquitted. 

*'  Then  paid  the  fees  to  the  several  ofllocrs  as  undermentioned,  vis :» 

**  To  the  clerk  of  the  assizes £S   5   0 

"Tothemarahall S   9    0 

"Tothecryer 2    8    0 

**  To  the  judge's  clerk 110 

10  10    0 

**  At  the  which  time  was  tried  a  cause— the  king  against  Wmiam  Barfoot  and  Chris- 
topher JoUiflte,  who  were  indicted  for  a  nuisance,  by  sinking  in  the  channel,  just 
above  the  quay  head,  the  hull  of  a  Dutch  ship,  which  had  been  stranded  in  the  hooe, 
near  the  harbour's  mouth ;  which  indictment  they  had  removed  by  certiorari,  and 
were  brought  to  trial  and  found  guilty  of  the  said  nuisance.  *' 

In  1781,  March  15,  the  judges  of  assise  held  a  court  in  Poole. 

In  1788,  July  10,  judge  Buller  held  the  assise  in  Poole,  when  Ursula  Blake  was 
tried,  charged  wiUi  the  murder  of  her  illegitimate  child,  and  was  acquitted :  and  a 
man  was  tried  for  stealing  a  part  of  a  hawser,  found  guilty,  and  whipped. 

About  1791,  also,  the  assise  was  held  in  Poole,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  a  man 
named  Okeman,  on  a  charge  of  having  murdered  hit  wife  and  step-mother.  The 
prisoner  was  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity. 
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have  been  usual  in  former  times.  The  costs  are  taxed  by 
the  prothonotary.  In  case  of  a  judgment  by  default  in 
debt,  the  costs  are  about  £6 ;  and  this  sum  appears  to  be 
the  minimum  in  any  case  of  action  carried  to  final  judg-> 
ment  and  execution.  If  the  form  of  action  were  different, 
and  it  were  necessary  that  a  writ  of  enquiry  should  be 
executed,  £3  or  £4  would  be  added  to  the  previous  costs. 
The  taxed  costs  in  an  ordinary  action  of  assumpsit  which  is 
tried,  and  in  which  counsel  are  employed  on  botli  sides, 
are  from  £26  to  £28.  The  number  of  writs  issued  in  this 
court  in  the  course  of  the  year,  vary  very  much  in  different 
years.  They  are  occasionally  very  few;  in  other  years 
above  fifty;  and  in  some  approaching  to  a  hundred.  Trials 
are  not  very  frequent :  two  took  place  about  three  years 
ago ;  and  two  occurred  a  week  before  my  visit  to  Poole.'* 

"  Court  of  admiralty. — The  court  of  admiralty  is  now 
held  at  an  interval  of  several  years.  The  last  was  in  1827 ; 
the  previous  one  in  1821.  This  court  is  held  by  the  mayor 
as  admiral,  and  a  jury  is  impannelled,  consisting  usually 
of  old  shipmasters  and  pilots,  who  generally  perambulate 
the  bounds  of  the  harbour,  and  ascertain  the  marks  which 
limit  the  jurisdiction." 

"  County  court, — The  sheriff  holds  his  monthly  county 
court  whenever  it  is  necessary ;  and  he  also  holds  an  annual 
court  called  his  tourn,  at  which  a  jury  is  impannelled  to 
examine  weights  and  measures  in  the  town. 

"  Juries. — The  juries  summoned  to  the  sessions,  grand 
and  petty,  consist  of  24  each.  The  town  clerk  makes  out 
the  lists  for  the  sheriff,  who  summons  them  by  the  Serjeants 
at  mace.  There  is  no  such  list  made  out  for  juries  when 
wanted  in  the  court  of  record ;  but  the  Serjeants  at  mace 
usually  select  whom  they  please.** 

"REVENUE. 

"  The  income  of  the  corporation  is  derived  from  the 
rents  of  houses  and  lands ;  the  profits  of  markets  and  fairs ; 
fines  on  the  admission  of  burgesses ;  and  the  interest  of 
mony  lent. 

^  2G 
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*^  Houses  and  lands. — A  considerable  part  of  the  pro- 
perty in  houses  and  lands  belonging  to  the  corporation  is 
let  upon  long  terms  of  years*  There  are  six  leases  of  1000 
or  909  years,  the  oldest  of  which  commenced  in  1724 ;  the 
rents  reserved  upon  them  amount  to  ^^0  lis.  Two  leases 
of  199  years,  one  beginning  to  run  in  1764,  the  other  in 
1767,  produce  a  rent  of  £8  Ifts.  a  year.  There  are  twelve 
for  99  years,  renewable  for  ever,  the  earliest  of  them  in 
1789 ;  reserved  rents,  £36  8s.  6Jd.  Four  for  99  and  one 
for  88  years,  the  earliest  in  1777,  the  latest  in  1832 ;  rents 
£9.  '  Four  for  99  years,  determinable  on  three  lives,  two 
of  them  renewable  for  ever ;  rents  £10  6s.  Of  the 
remaining  leases,  one  for  31  years,  rent  £5 ;  seven  for  21 
years,  rents  £231  2s.  6d ;  one  for  14  years,  rent  £16 ;  nide 
for  7  years,  rents  £211.  The  above  rents  include  the  tithe 
allotment,  £39  12s.  6d.,  but  not  the  tithes  themselves. 
Their  total  amount,  deducting  the  rent  of  the  tithe  allot- 
ment,  b  £562  4s.  6id.^ 

"  The  fines  on  renewal  of  leases  have  been  so  trifling 
that  they  hardly  deserve  to  be  taken  into  the  account  in 
computing  the  average  income  of  the  corporation. 

"  Markets  and  fairs. — The  whole  of  the  profits  of  the 
markets  and  fairs,  except  the  fish  market,  have  been  let  by 
auction  for  i£2&0  a  year ;  the  fish  market  is  let  separately 
at  £6  a  year. 

^^  Fines  on  admission  of  burgesses. — A  large  revenue 
has  arisen  in  times  past  from  the  fines  paid  for  admission 
into  the  corporation.  In  1830,  92  burgesses  were  made, 
many  of  them  minors  of  all  ages ;  a  fine  of  £26  was  paid 
by  each  individual.  The  whole  of  this  fund  was  expended 
in  the  years  1830,  1831,  and  1832,  in  the  improvement  of 
the  town." 

"  Interest  of  money. — A  sum  of  £300  was  lent  some 
years  ago  by  the  corporation  to  the  scavengers,  and  a  pay- 

*  The  above  rente  do  not  amount  to  the  stated  total.    The  Statement  of  the  Icanied 
commissioner  has,  howerer,  been  implicitly  followed. 
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ment  of  £15,  as  iDterest  on  this  loaoi  is  annually  made  to 
the  corporate  fund  by  the  surveyors  of  the  highways. 

•*  Expenditure. — The  above  income  is  received  by  the 
mayor,  and  by  hiip  applied  to  the  following*  purposes: 
salary  of  an  organist,  salaries  and  expenses  of  officers,  town 
clerk's  bill,  entertainments,  interest  of  debt,  works,  repairs 
and  improvements,  the  sheriff's  quietus,  and  other 
miscellaneous  matters.  The  salary  to  the  organist  is  a 
perpetual  charge  upon  the  corporation,  a  sum  of  money, 
which  is  now  sunk  in  the  general  corporate  fund,  having 
been  given  for  the  purpose. 

<<  Z>e6^— The  total  debt  of  the  corporation  is  £3,531 ; 
namely, — 

£1,400  borrowed  from  the  quay  fimd,  at  4  ^  cent. 

831  charged  on  the  tithes at  5 

1,300  in  three  mortgages,  ..••...  .at  5 
The  total  amount  of  yearly  interest  is  £162  lis." 
The  accounts  of  the  general  fund  are  kept  by  the 
mayor,  and  are  made  up  to  September.  The  receipts  and 
expenditure  are  accounted  for  to  the  corporation  at  large 
yearly,  at  a  special  meeting  convened  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  auditing  the  mayor's  accounts."^^ 

Such  was  the  constitution  and  condition  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Poole,  when  the  *^  act  to  provide  for  the  regulation 
of  municipal  corporations  in  England  and  Wales,"  [5th  & 
6th  Wm.  IV.,  c.  76,]  received  the  royal  assent,  9th  Sept, 
1835.  This  act  effected  a  sudden  and  entire  change  in  the 
constitution  of  nearly  all  the  corporate  bodies  in  the  king- 
dom, sweeping  away  all  charters  inconsistent  with  its  pro- 
visions, and  establishing  a  new  and  uniform  principle  of 
municipal  government    The  alterations  effected  by  the 
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*  By  *' «  rentall  of  the  rents  and  lerenaes  bdonging  to  the  incorporation  of  tho 
townc  and  county  of  Poole,  the  SSrd  January,  a.d.  1648-9/'  it  appears  that  the  rerc*- 
nues  of  the  corporation  then  amounted  to  £79  6s.  2d.  Amongst  the  sources  of 
rercnucare  "  key  age  and  cartage,"  valued  at  £15  per  annum;  and  '*the  allowance 
out  of  the  three  Imiehouses  in  fonner  times  were  computed  to  be  worth  aboutc  a 
matter  of  £30  pur  annum." 
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act  in  the  borough  of  Poole  Were  very  extensive,  and  may 
be  thus  succinctly  given. 

Limits. — ^The  boundaries  of  the  borough  are  declared  to 
be  those  settled  by  the  general  boundary  act,  consequent 
upon  the  parliamentary  reform  act  [2nd  &  3rd  Wm.  IV., 
c.  64],  thus  comprising  the  whole  of  the  hamlets  of  Park- 
stone  and  Longfleet,  and  the  parish  of  Hamworthy,  in 
addition  to  tiie  old  town  and  county.  This  out-district 
accordingly  became  invested  with  all  the  exempt  county 
and  municipal  privileges  formerly  exclusively  attached  to 
the  more  confined  territory  of  the  old  borough. 

The  borough  was  directed  by  the  act  to  be  divided  into 
two  wards,  and  this  division  was  made  by  the  barristers 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  approved  by  his  majesty  in 
council,  as  follows: — 1st,  the  north-west  ward,  comprising 
that  portion  of  the  parish  of  St.  James,  to  the  north-west 
of  the  middle  of  high  street,  together  with  the  tithing  of 
Parkstone ; — and  2nd,  the  south-east  ward,  comprising  that 
part  of  the  parish  of  St.  James,  to  the  south-east  of  the 
middle  of  high  street,  together  with  the  tithing  of  Longfleet, 
and  the  parish  of  Hamworthy. 

Style  and  constitution. — The  style  and  title  of  the  new 
incorporation  is  **  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses"  of 
the  borough.  The  groundwork  of  the  corporate  body  is 
the  establishment  of  a  burgees  constituency,  of  an  uniform 
description,  in  all  the  boroughs ;  and  the  following  com- 
bined requisites  are  necessary  to  the  acquiring  of  the  new 
burgess  right : — 

1 .  Being  a  male  of  full  age. 

2.  An  occupancy,  on  the  last  day  of  August  in  any 
year,  of  any  house,  warehouse,  countinghouse,  or  shop, 
within  the  borough,  being  an  occupancy  which  has  existed 
during  the  whole  of  that  year,  and  during  the  whole  of  the 
two  preceding  years. 

3.  Being  an  inhabitant  householder  within  the  borough, 
or  within  seven  miles  of  the  borougli,  during  the  specified 
time* 
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4.  Being  rated  to  all  poor  rates  in  respect  of  the  premises 
so  occupied,  during  the  whole  of  the  specified  time. 

6.  Payment  of  all  such  poor  rates,  and  of  all  borough 
rates,  if  any,  directed  by  the  act  to  be  paid  by  the  claimant 
of  burgess-ship,  except  such  poor  and  borough  rates  have 
become  payable  in  respect  of  the  rated  premises  within  six 
calendar  months  before  the  said  last  day  of  August. 

6.  Enrolment  on  the  burgess  list  through  the  machinery 
of  registration  provided  by  the  act. 

Governing  body. — The  government  of  the  borough  is 
entrusted  to  a  council,  composed,  when  full,  of  a  mayor, 
six  aldermen,  and  eighteen  councillors. 

The  councillors  are  to  be  chosen,  nine  from  each  ward, 
by  the  burgesses  of  the  respective  wards.  They  continue 
in  office  for  three  years,  one*third  part  of  the  whole  num- 
ber going  out  of  office  on  the  1st  of  November  in  each 
year.  Thus  an  election  for  three  councillors  in  each  ward 
takes  place  annually.  The  qualification  required  is,  that 
the  person  elected  a  councillor  shall  be  entitled  to  be  on 
the  burgess  list  of  the  borough,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
possessed  of  real  or  personal  estate  in  the  borough,  to  the 
amount  of  £500,  or  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  upon 
the  annual  value  of  £15.  In  addition  to  the  customary 
disqualifications,  are  those  of  being  in  holy  orders,  or  a 
regular  minister  of  a  dissenting  congregation,  and  the 
holding  of  any  office  or  place  of  profit,  other  than  that  of 
mayor,  in  the  gift  of  the  corporation,  or  having  any  interest, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  contract  or  employment,  with 
or  from  the  council. 

The  aldermen  are  to  be  elected  by  the  councillors,  iVom 
themselves  or  from  the  persons  qualified  to  be  councillors. 
They  continue  in  office  for  six  years,  one-half  of  the  num- 
ber going  out  of  office  on  the  9th  of  November  in  every 
third  year,  commencing  from  1838, 1841,  &c. 

The  mayor  is  to  be  elected  every  year  by  the  council, 
out  of  the  aldermen  or  councillors. 
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The  coimctl,  so  composed,  is  invested  with  verv  itnpor- 
tant  functions,  and  with  extensive  powers.  They  have  the 
managenent  and  dbposition  of  the  borough  fund;— Jby 
Ihem  the  corporate  oflScers  are  to  be  appointed; — ^tbej 
waay  appoint,  out  of  their  own  body,  committees  either  of  a 
general  or  special  nature ; — they  are  directed  to  nominate 
a  watch  committee,  who  have  the  controul  of  the  police; — 
they  are  empowered  to  act  as  trustees,  where  the  body 
corporate  are  sole  trustees ; — in  them  is  vested  the  requisite 
powers  for  lighting  the  borough ; — they  have  authority  to 
make  bye  laws ; — they  may  order  a  borough  rate,  in  case 
of  insufficiency  of  the  borough  fund  to  meet  the  estimated 
expenses ; — and  they  possess  divers  other  powers  of  muni- 
cipal government. 

Officers.— The  officers  of  the  new  corporation  are  the 
mayor,  sheriff^  recorder,  justices  of  the  peace,  coroner,  two 
auditors,  four  assessors,  a  treasurer,  town  clerk  and  clerk 
of  the  peace,  and  registrar  of  the  court  of  record. 

The  mayor,  who  is  the  president  of  the  council,  has  to 
sit,  with  the  assessors,  in  the  court  for  revbing  the  burgess 
lists ;  and  he  has  also  to  preside,  with  the  assessors,  at  the 
election  of  councillors.  He  is  justice  of  the  peace  ex 
officio^  and  continues  so  for  the  year  following  that  of  his 
mayoralty,  and  is  to  have  precedence  in  the  borough. 
Notices  of  meetings  of  the  council  are  to  be  signed  by  him. 
He  is  authorised  to  open  and  adjourn  the  court  of  quarter 
session,  in  tlie  absence  of  the  recorder.  The  council  are 
empowered  to  appoint  a  salary  for  the  mayor. 

A  sheriff  is  retained  to  Poole,  it  being  a  county  corpo- 
rate. He  is  appointed  by  the  council,  and  hb  duties  are 
the  same  as  before  the  alteration. 

The  recorder  is  appointed  by  the  king,  to  hold  his  office 
during  good  behaviour.  He  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  borough  ex  officio^  and  has  precedence  next  after  the 
mayor.  He  b  the  sole  judge  at  the  quarter  session  of  the 
peace,  as  well  as  of  the  weekly  court  of  record.     He  has  a 
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salary,  fixed  bj  the  council  at  £50  per  annum,  paid  out  of 
the  borough  fund.  He  is  precluded  from  being  a  member 
for  the  borough,  an  alderman,  councillor,  or  police  magis- 
trate. He  is  empowered  to  appoint  a  depotj,  in  case  of 
sickness  or  unavoidable  absence. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  are  appointed  in  a  separate 
commission  of  the  peace,  issued  by  the  king.  In  addition 
to  the  magistrates  appointed  for  life,  the  major  is,  ex 
officio^  a  justice  during  the  year  of  his  mayoralty  and  du- 
ring the  succeeding  year ;  and  the  recorder  is  also  a  ji^ce 
ex  officio.  No  qualification  by  estate  is  requisite  for  the 
office;  but  each  justice  must  be  resident  within  seven 
miles.  The  justices  are  prohibited  from  officiating  at  any 
court  of  gaol  delivery  or  quarter  session. 

A  coroner  is  also  preserved  to  the  borough,  as  it  has  a 
court  of  quarter  session  granted  to  it.  His  appointment  is 
by  the  council,  the  office  being  held  during  good  behaviour. 
Tlie  person  chosen  coroner  must  not  be  an  alderman  or 
councillor.  He  is  to  receive  the  same  fees  as  coroners  in 
counties. 

Two  auditors  are  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  burgesses, 
on  the  1st  of  March,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act, 
each  burgess  voting  for  one  candidate  only.  Their  quali« 
ficaf ion  is  the  same  as  that  for  coimcillors ;  but  no  coun- 
cillor, town  derk,  or  treasurer,  is  eligible  as  auditor.  Their 
duty  is  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  on  the  first  of 
March  and  the  first  of  September  in  each  year,  and,  if 
correct,  t6  sign  the  same. 

Two  assessors  are  chosen  in  each  ward,  by  the  burgesses, 
from  those  who  are  qualified  as  councillors ;  each  burgess 
voting  for  one  candidate  only.  No  treasurer,  town  clerk, 
or  councillor,  is  eligible  as  assessor.  They  have  to  be 
present  at  the  election  of  councillors  in  their  respective 
wardig,  and,  with  the  mayor,  are  to  ascertain  the  result  of 
the  elections.  The  assessors  of  the  mavor*s  ward  are  also, 
in  conjunction  with  the  mayor,  to  revise  the  burgess  lists. 
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The  treasurer  is  appointed  by  the  council  of  which  he  is 
not  to  be  a  member.  He  has  the  charge  of  the  borough 
fundy  and  must  pay  no  money  except  upon  order  in  writing 
of  council,  or  as  is  provided  by  the  act.  lie  is  to  submit 
his  accounts  when  required  by  the  council,  and  to  keep  an 
account  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  &c.,  to  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  aldermen  and  councillors:  and 
he  submits  his  accounts,  with  vouchers,  to  the  auditors,  on 
the  1st  of  March  and  the  1st  of  September,  in  each  year, 
causing  an  abstract  thereof  to  be  annually  printed  in 
September. 

The  town  clerk,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties,  has  to 
attend  to  the  annual  registration  of  the  burgesses.  As 
clerk  of  the  peace,  he  is  prohibited  from  being  clerk  to  the 
magistrates. 

The  registrar  of  the  court  of  record  has  the  same  func« 
tions  as  before. 

The  magistrates'  clerk  is  appointed  by  the  justices.  He 
must  not  be  clerk  of  the  peace,  alderman,  or  councillor. 

Courts. — The  court  of  quarter  session  is  holden  by  virtue 
of  the  royal  grant,  petitioned  for  by  council,  in  accordance 
with  the  act.  The  recorder  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  court ; 
but  in  hb  absence,  the  mayor  has  the  power  of  opening 
and  adjourning  the  court.  It  has  no  capital  jurisdiction, 
its  powers  being  the  same  as  those  of  county  courts  of 
quarter  session*      Capital   charges  must   be  sent  to  the  , 

assizes  for  trial.     The  jurors,  both  grand  and  petit,  are  n 

taken  from  the  burgesses,  if  otherwise  qualified ;  they  are 
summoned  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  are  liable  to 
a  penalty  for  non-attendance ;  but  no  juror  can  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  oftener  than  opce  a  year.  The  members  of 
the  council  and  oflScers  are  exempt  from  serving  as  jurors. 

The  court  of  record  may  still  be  held,  with  tlie  same  j 

jurisdiction  as  before.  The  recorder  is  the  sole  judge 
in  it.  The  sheriff's  courts  continue  as  before.  The  court 
of  admiralty  is  abolished. 
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Registration. — The  mere  possession  of  the  requisite 
qualification  is  not  enough  to  constitute  a  burgess  under 
the  act,  unless  all  the  forms  of  the  registration  have  been 
complied  with.  The  course  of  registration  being  invariable 
in  all  the  boroughs  in  the  kingdom  affected  hj  the  act,  a 
detail  of  it  here  does  not  become  essential* 

The  first  election  of  councillors  under  the  act  took  place 
Dec.  26,  ]835y  when,  after  a  severe  contest,  the  following 
were  declared  eleded : — 

For  the  north-west  ward; — ^Robert  Slade,  George 
Welch  Ledgardy  Robert  Slade,  scd.,  Robert  Slade,  jun., 
George  Holland,  John  Adey,  William  Adey,  Samuel  Clark, 
Thomas  Slade,  jun. 

For  the  south-east  ward; — William  Green,  Richard 
Pinney,  Robert  Major,  Richard  Stanworth,  George  Lock- 
jer  Parrott,  Tom  Rickman,  George  Ledgard,  Francb 
Timewell  Rogers,  Tito  Durell  Hodges. 

On  Dec.  31,  the  following  were  elected  the  first  alder- 
men under  the  act; — Robert  Slade,  David  Osmond  Lander, 
Thomas  Gaden,  George  Hancock,  George  Ledgard,  Joseph 
Barter  Bloomfield. 

On  Jan.  1, 1836,  Robert  Slade,  jun.,  was  elected  major, 
and  Thomas  Gregory  Hancock,  sheriff;  the  other  offices 
were  also  filled  up,  and  the  new  municipal  system  was 
brought  into  operation. 

Proceedings  in  the  court  of  king's  bench  were  shortly 
afterwards  commenced  against  Mr.  R.  Major,  and  Mr.  G. 
Ledgard,  by  informations  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto^ 
calling  on  them  to  shew  by  what  authority  they  exercised 
the  office  of  town  councillor.  The  informants  alleged 
irregularity  at  the  election  and  a  fraudulent  return,  as  the 
ground  of  their  proceedings.  The  case  was  heard  at  the 
Dorset  summer  assize,  1836,  before  Mr.  justice  Alderson 
and  a  special  jury,  when  a  verdict  was  taken  for  the  crown, 
subject  to  the  decision  of  the  judges  on  several  reserved 
legal  points.  Judgment  not  having  been  yet  moved  for, 
the  case  still  stands  for  argument. 
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Whilst  this  matter  was  in  the  courts  of  law,  cotiatenil 
proceedings  were  taken  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  coun«» 
cillors  objected  to,  by  means  of  parliamentary  enactment* 
A  petition  was  presented  to  the  house  of  commons,  Feb* 
17,  praying  that  the  election  of  councillors^  and  all  their 
proceedings,  might  be  set  aside^  and  a  new  election  had* 
On  the  2nd  of  March,  a  select  committee  of  the  house  was 
appointed  *^  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  election  of  councillors  for  the  borough  of  Poole/^ 
After  a  long  investigation,  the  committee  reported  to  the 
house  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  when  a  bill  to 
avoid  the  election  of  councillors  and  to  annul  all  their 
official  transactions,  was  brought  in.  Repeated  delays 
having  taken  place,  the  bill  did  not  pass  the  house 
until  the  27th  July,  It  was  then  read  a  first  time  in  the 
house  of  lords ;  but,  Aug.  3>  on  a  motion  for  the  second 
reading,  the  bill  was  rejected  by  their  lordships  as  dan-* 
gerous  and  unconstitutional. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  municipal  system  has  pro« 
duced  in  the  borough  of  Poole  a  state  of  party  hostility^ 
unparallelled  in  its  rancour  by  any  acerbity  of  conflict- 
ing  feeling  which  the  previous  hi^ory  of  the  town  has 
developed.  It  would  be  a  melancholy  task  to  dwell  upon 
the  evils  necessarily  resulting  from  such  a  state  of  things* 
Whether  the  new  system  of  municipal  administration 
contain  any  essential  advantages  that  may  practically  prove 
an  adequate  compensation  for  such  evils;  and  whether 
such  extreme  of  party  rancour  be  the  mere  temporary  effer- 
vescence of  popular  feeling,  consequent  on  the  acquirement 
of  a  novel  franchise,  are  questions  to  which  time  will  give 
the  most  satisfactory  solution. 
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LIST   OF   MAYORS* 


l422.-*WaHer  H«dde.« 


1437. — John  Lypeman. 
«        «       «        « 

1461. — John  Eweline. 

«        •        «        • 

1472.— Richard  Baker. 

•  «        •        « 

1483.— John  Nanbye. 

•  «        «        • 

1490.— John  Norton. 

9L — ^The  same. 

92.— Stephen  Jordyn. 

93.— John  Bedford. 

94. — Jamee  HaTjUad. 

95.— John  Aleyn. 

96.— John  Noitoik 

97.— Robert  Jordan. 

98.— Jamea  Havykind. 

99.— John  Sedford. 
1500.— Peter  Dyker. 
1.— John  Norton^ 
2. — James  Haryland* 
3.— John  Bedford^ 
4.— Thomas  Whyte. 
5. — ^William  Mesarer. 
6. — James  Haryland. 
7.— Peter  Dyker. 
8.-— William  Meeurer. 
9.— John  Bedford, 
l^ia— Thomas  Whytc 

11.— The  same. 

12.— Richard  HaTyland. 

13.— John  Stoeker. 

14. — John  Haryland. 

15.— William  Bitelcome. 

16.— William  Mesnrer. 

17.r^Thomas  Whyte. 


15ia— Jehn  Stocken. 

19.— Richard  Haryland^ 
1520. — John  Havyland. 

21. — John  Bydylcome* 

22.— Luke  Martyn. 

93.— William  Havyland. 

24.— John  EUys. 

25.^ William  Mesnrer. 

26.— John  Hayyland. 

27.-- John  Croker. 

28.— Dary  Greeneu 

29.— Richard  Havyland. 
1530.— William  Bitelcome 

31.— Thomas  Whyte. 

32.— John  EUys. 

33.— William  Havyland. 

34.— John  Hayyland. 

35.— William  Mesnrer. 

36.— William  Bitelcoma 

37.— Richard  Havyland. 

38.— Thomas  Whyte. 

39.— John  Msim. 
1540 — John  Nofthenll. 

41.— John  EUys. 

42.— Richard  Awttyn. 

43.— WUliam  Bydelcome. 

44.— WUtiam  Hayyland. 

45.— Thomas  Whyte. 

46.— Thomas  OuUeford. 

47.— John  NorthereU. 

48. — Morgan  Rede. 

49. — John  Mann. 
1550.— Robert  Rogers. 

51.— Thomas  Whyte. 

52.— John  NortherelL 

53.— John  Dayy. 

54. — ^William  Newman. 

55.— Thomas  Byngley. 


*  Thit  U  the  Urtt  name  that  can  now  be  tnced  it  oeeoxs  in  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
seneschals  of  the  fraternity  of  SV  Oeorge,  nude  in  the  prctenoe  of  the  mayor  and 
Mveral  others. 
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1556.— John  Hann. 

gy  _  C  John  Groke. 
i  John  Scry  ven*. 

58.— John  Mann. 

59.— Richafd  Ooddarde. 
1560.— William  Greene. 

61. — The  same. 

62.— The  same. 

63.— William  Byngley. 

'64.^William  Greene. 

65.— William  Constantyne. 

66.— The  same. 

67.— The  same. 

68.— William  Newman. 

gg  __  5  Christopher  HaTylande. 
c  William  Constantyne. 
1570.— Christopher  Rose. 

71. — William  Grene. 

72. — John  Rogers. 

73.— John  Hancocke. 

74. — Peter  Gaydon. 

75.— William  Newman. 

76.— Peter  Coxe. 

77. — Michel  Daye. 

78.— William  Bydeloom. 

79.— William  Dicker. 
1580.— Robert  Nyclys. 

81.— Christopher  Farewell. 

82.— John  Bremble. 

83.— John  Rogers. 

84. — ^William  Bedelcom. 

85. — Christopher  FarewelL 

86.— John  Field. 

87.— John  Beryman. 

88.— Roger  Mawdley. 

89.— Edward  Man. 
1590.— John  Bramble. 

91.— Richard  Edwards. 

92.— William  Dicker. 

93.— William  Pytt. 

94.— Roger  Mawdley. 


1595.^John  Beryman* 
96.— William  Levytt. 
97.— John  Bramble. 
98.— Thomas  Fraunces. 
99.— Thomas  Robarts. 
1600.— Roger  Mawdley. 

1. — William  Bramble. 

2. — John  Berryman. 

3.— John  Veyson. 

4.— Thomas  Fraunces. 

6.— William  Lerytt 

6.— Thomas  Robarts. 

7.— WiUiam  HiU. 

8.— John  Lambard. 

9.— -Roger  Mawdley. 
1610.— Robert  Polden. 
11. — John  Veyson. 
12.— William  Jorden. 
13.— John  Bramble. 
14.— WilUam  HilL 
15.— John  HarWard. 
16.— Thomas  Frannces. 
17.— Thomas  Robarts. 
18.«-John  Lambard. 
19.— George  Dackombe. 
1620.— John  Veyson. 
21.— George  Skntt 
22.— John  Bramble. 
23.— William  HiU. 
24.— John  Harwaid. 
25.— Thomas  Frauncis. 
26.— John  Melmouth. 
M  ^  5  Christopher  Ancketill. 

c  Thomas  Robartes. 
28.— The  same. 
29.— William  Di^bery. 
1630. — Thomas  Smedmore. 
31.— George  Skutt. 
32.— John  Harward. 
33.— Thomas  Frannces. 
34.— John  Melmoth. 


•  Seryren*!  name  ocean  in  the  latter  portkm  of  this  mayoralty.    Oroke  probably 
died  before  his  year  had  expired. 
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jg^ C  Shadmch  Gibbon. 

i  George  Skutt*. 

36.— Anthony  Wayte. 

37. — John  Harward. 

38.— William  Williams. 

39.— Aaron  Durell. 
1640.— Richard  Mayer. 

41.— Hayiland  Hiley. 

42.— Henry  Harbin. 

43.— Robert  Giearf. 

44.— George  Skntt 

45.— Aaron  Durell. 

46.— William  Skntt 

47. — Richard  Mayexv 

48.— Henry  Hardinge. 

49.— Havihuid  HUey. 
1650.— WilUam  WiUiams. 

51. — Richard  Dolbery. 

52.— George  Skutt. 

53.— Moses  Dnrell. 

54. — Lawrence  Gigger. 

55.— Peter  HalL 

56.— John  Powell. 

57.— William  Skntt. 

58.— Robert  Cleeyes. 

59.— Edward  Taylor. 
1660.— HayUand  Hiley. 


1661.— Richard  Dolbery. 

62.— Peter  Hiley}. 

63.— Edward  Man. 

64.— Peter  Hall. 

65.— Stephen  Street). 

66.— -Moses  Durell. 

67.— Robert  Cleeves. 

68.— William  Orchard. 

69.— Peter  Hiley. 
1670.— John  Carter. 

71.— Peter  Hall. 

72— Nicholas  Efford. 

73.— John  WilHe. 

74.— William  Orchard, 

75.— The  same. 

76.— John  Carter. 

77.— Allen  Skutt 

78.— Moses  Durell. 

79.— Nicholas  Efford. 
1680.— WUliam  Street 

81.— James  Trew, 

82. — James  Hallybread. 

83.— The  same. 

84— 5—6— 7^ 

88. — James  Hallybread. 

89.— WiUiam  PhiUips. 
1690.— Henry  Jubber. 


•  Oibbon  died  in  fht  year  of  his  mtyonlty,  and  Skutt  was  choaen  to  tocoead  Uaa 
May  19, 1630. 

t  In  an  old  book  in  the  corporation  arohivea  it  ia  aaid  that  Mr.  Robert  CHear  was 
the  mayor  deet  thia  year,  hot  not  aworn.  The  other  offleera  alao,  thou^  elected, 
were  not  aworn.  Harbin,  the  ex-mayor,  was  apprehended  and  aent  to  London,  on 
suspioion  of  a  deai(pi  to  ddiver  the  town  to  the  royaliat  forces. 

t  Stephen  Street  bad  been  nominated  thia  year  by  the  oommiaaioners,  under  the 
act  for  regulating  corporationa,  bat  their  nomination  was  rejected  by  the  corporation, 
who  ehoae  Hiley. 

n  William  Skntt  had,  on  the  election-day,  been  nominated  to  the  office  of  mayor 
by  king  Charlea  II.,  then  on  a  visit  to  the  town ;  but  he  nerer  officiated,  and  Street 
was  choaen  to  the  office  in  the  cuatomary  manner. 

I  During  theae  years,  the  pririlcgcs  .and  ftranchisea  of  the  borough  having  been 
taken  away  by  judgment  on  quo  warranto,  the  customary  elections  did  not  take  plaoeu 
John  Wyndham,  of  Salisbury,  was  appointed  mayor  by  commlaaion,  and  Allen  Skutt 
acted  under  him,  having  been  appointed  deputy  mayor  by  commiaaion.  On  the 
grant  of  the  charter  of  restoration,  James  Hallybread  again  awnmed  the  ftmctiona  of 
mayor. 
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1691.— Shftdrack  Be«U. 
92.— Moses  DurelK 
93.— WiUiam  PUlo. 
94.— Thomas  Smitlu 
95.— Peter  HUey. 
96.— Thomas  Hyde. 
97.— Wmiam  Phipard. 
98. — Joseph  Wadham. 
99. — John  Carter. 
1700.— William  Williams. 

1. — Dennis  Smith. 

X— William  Bremble. 

3.— William  Phipard. 

4. — The  same. 

5.— John  Carter. 

6.— George  Lewen. 

7.— The  same. 

8.— The  same. 

9.— William  Skutt*. 
1710.— Samuel  Weston. 
11. — The  same. 
12.--William  Cock. 
13. — John  Jennings. 
14. — James  Wise. 
15. — William  Skinner. 
16.— John  Lester. 
17. — Benjamin  Skutt 
18. — The  same. 
19.— William  Weston. 
1720.— Francis  Lester. 
21.— William  Cleeres. 
22.— Timothy  Spurrier. 
23.— Richard  Weeton. 
24.— J(to  Phippard. 


1725.— Timo^y  Spnrtier. 

26.-^Beiyamin  Skutt. 

27.— The  samef. 

28. — John  Strongs 

29. — John  Thomas. 
1730.*^Timothy  Spurrier. 

31.— The  same. 

32.— Peter  Jolliff. 

33.— Robert  Wadham. 

34.— The  same. 

35.-«The  same. 

36.— Michael  Franddin. 

37.— The  same. 

38;— Thcsame. 

39.— Robert  Ueaning. 
1740.— The  same. 

41. — ^The  same. 

42.— Bexyamin  Skutt, 

43.— The  same. 

44. — John  Lester. 

45.— William  Wise. 

46.— William  Williams. 

47.— Timothy  Spurrier. 

4S.«-John  Masters^. 

49.— DaTid  DurelL 
1750. — Joseph  Bowles. 

51 — Timothy  Spurrier. 

52— :John  Masters. 

53. — Aaron  I>urell|. 

54.— William  J<mtt. 

55. — George  Tito. 

56. — Aaron  DurelL 

57. — George  Hyde. 

58.— WiUUm  JolHff. 


A 


•  RelMrt  Bennett 
(;hoteii  in  his  tooBL 


elected  this  yeer,  Vat  during  before  he  was  iwoBi,  BknItwM 


f  Proceedings  were  thii  year  token  on  t  quo  warranto,  with  the  view  of  dlaplaeing 
Skutt,  he  having  been  dected  in  opposition  to  some  custom  connected  with  the 
nomination  system.  The  proceedings,  howerer,  appear  to  hare  been  relinquiriied* 
and  he  continued  to  exorcise  the  duties  of  the  ofllce. 

t  Proceedings  on  a  quo  warranto  were  taken  against  Masters,  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  not  preriously  serred  the  ofllce  of  sheriff;  but  these  were  abandoned. 

H  At  the  election  this  year,  George  Hyde  was  chosen  on  the  nomination  Systran 
and  Aaron  Durell  l^  a  majority  of  the  burgesses  at  large.  Durell  undertook  the 
eMcotion  of  the  office,  and  proceedings  en  a  quo  warranto  were  taken  against  him; 
but  a  coyipromise  being  effected,  he  continued  in  the  ofllce. 


^ 


MUNICIPAL  HISTORr. 


1759  «.  S  Spence  Yoimg. 
I  WiUiam  Wise*. 
1760.— George  Weston. 

61.— The  same. 

62.— The  same. 

63.— John  Henning. 

64.— Thomas  Hyde. 

65. — Thomas  Strong. 

66.— Samuel  Weston. 

67. — John  Green. 

68.— Peter  JoUiff. 

69. — John  Skinner. 
1770.— The  same. 

71.— George  Tito. 

72.— John  Bird. 

73.— The  same. 

74.— The  same. 

75.— Samuel  Bowden. 

76.-»John  Bird. 

77.*-The  same. 

78.— George  Oliye. 

79.— Benjamin  Lester. 
1780.— Christopher  Jolliff. 

81.-^  Benjamin  Lester. 

82.— The  same. 

83.— The  same. 

84. — William  Spurrier. 

85. — Joseph  OUto. 

86, — William  Spurrier. 

87.— The  same. 

88.— George  Garland. 

89. — John  Lester. 
1790.— The  same. 

91.— The  same. 

92.— The  same, 

93.— The  same. 

94.— The  same. 

96.«-The  same. 


1796.— Thomas  Street 
97.— Joseph  Gariand. 
98.— John  Jeffery. 
99.— Thomas  Street 
1800.— James  Seager. 
1.— John  Lester. 
«.— William  Spurrier. 
3.— Mark  Street 
4.— The  same. 
5.— John  Strongk 
6.— The  same. 
7.— Young  West 
8.— ^ohn  Strong. 
9.— The  samet. 
1810.— George  Gariand. 
11.— Peter  JolUff. 
12.— Samuel  Clark. 
13 — The  same. 
14.— Samuel  Weston. 
15.— Beigamin  Lester  Lester. 
16. — James  Seager. 
17.— The  same. 
18.— Joseph  White  Orchard. 
19. — Joseph  Garland,  jun. 
1820. — George  Welch  Ledgard, 
21.— The  same. 
28.— The  same. 
23.— Joseph  White  Orchard. 
24.— John  Binglcy  Garland. 
25.— Darid  Osmond  Lander, 
26.— George  Welch  Ledgard, 
27.— Joseph  Garland. 
28.— William  JoUifil 
29.— The  same. 
1830.— Joseph  Gulston  Garland. 
31. — George  Welch  Ledgard. 


32.— 


K  Robert  Slade. 
C  Robert  Sladej. 


*  Yonng  died  March  1,  in  hit  ye«r  of  office,  and  Wise  waf  chosen  in  hit  ttead. 

i  Down  to  this  year  the  nomination  ayatem  generally  prevailed  in  the  deetion  of 
mayor :  but  a  quo  warranto  being  now  filed  againat  Mr.  Strong,  to  bring  the  diaputca 
on  thia  point  to  iaaoe,  the  case  was  heard  at  the  Dorset  snmmer  assise*  1810,  when  a 
verdict  for  the  crown  was  returned,  thus  aholishing  the  practice. 

t  The  Robert  Slade  first  named  died  before  hia  year  of  mayoralty  had  expired,  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  hit  cousin  of  the  same  name 
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1833.— The  same.  |     1835-6.— Robert  Slade,  jnn*. 

34.— The  same.  36.— Robert  Slade. 


LIST   OF   RECORDERS. 

Giles  Escourty  esq.,  appears  in  the  documents  of  the 
borough  as  the  earliest  recorder.  We  find  him  named  as 
such  in  1682. 

Richard  Swajne,  esq.,  first  signs  as  recorder,  Sep.  14, 
1592.  He  resigned  the  office  after  having  held  it  nearly 
half  a  century,  Sep.  16,  1636,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
nephew, 

Ellis  Swayne,  esq. 

William  Constantine,  esq.,  of  Merly,  was  appointed 
Dec.  10,  1639f.  He  was  displaced  by  the  house  of 
commons,  Sep.  4, 1643. 

*  No  election  took  pltee  in  the  year  1835,  on  the  day  appointed  by  the  charter,  the 
municipal  corporationa*  regulation  act  having  alnrogated  the  ancient  mode  of  election, 
and  provided  that  the  mayor  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  act,  should 
continue  to  execute  the  dutiea  of  snch  office  until  Jan.  1,  1836,  on  which  day  Mr.  R. 
Slade,  Jun. ,  was  chosen  by  the  council  under  the  new  tyatem. 

4  William  Constantine.  esq.,  of  Merly,  was  bom  1612,  of  an  ancient  and  respectable 
JSttmily,  long  connected  with  the  borough  of  Foole,  and  then  settled  at  Merly,  about 
five  miles  distant.  He  was  bred  to  the  law  and  educated  at  the  middle  temple,  to 
which  he  was  chosen  reader.  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Poole,  Sep.  16, 1631,  and 
appointed  to  the  recorderahip  of  that  borough  Dec  10,  1639.  Sent  to  the  house  of 
commons,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  same  borough,  in  the  parliaments  of 
15  and  16  Charles  I.,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  monarchy,  and,  in  1643,  the 
anspicions  of  the  parliament  were  excited  against  him.  On  the  15th  of  August, 
having  absented  himself  from  the  house  without  leave,  an  order  was  peremptorily 
issued  for  him  to  attend  the  service  of  the  house :  to  this  order  he  do^  not  appear  to 
have  attended ;  and  being  charged  with  a  design  to  betray  the  town  of  Poole  to  the 
king,  he  was,  Sep.  4,  disabled  from  being  a  member  of  parliament,  and  discharged 
from  the  recordershlp  of  Poole ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  his  estate  waa 
sequestered  by  the  house.  The  following  are  the  votes  of  the  house  on  the  subject  :— 

'*  Die  Lunc.  4  Septembris.  1643.— Resolved,  That  Mr.  Constantine  be  forthwith 
disabled  and  discharged  firom  being  any  longer  a  member  of  this  house  during  this 
parliament,  for  being  in  arms  against  the  parliament,  and  endeavouring  to  betray  and 
deliver  up  the  town  of  Poole. 

''Resolved,  That  Mr.  Constantine  shall  be  discharged  from  being  any  longer 
recorder  of  tl^  town  of  Poole,  and  that  the  town  proceed  to  a  new  dection." 

**  Sept  88,  Resolved,  Jfcc.,  That  the  estate  of  Mr.  Constantine  ahall  be  forthwith 
•equpsteted.** 

In  the  following  year  Mr.  Constantine  was  apprehended  in  Poole,  and  the  mayor 
waa  ordered  to  send  him  up  to  London  in  safe  custody,  with  sir  George  Hastings  and 
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Samuel  Bond,  esq.,  of  the  inner  temple,  counsellor  at 
law,  was  appointed  March  15,  1660.  He  was  removed  to 
make  room  for 

William  Constantino,  esq.,  who  was  restored  July  26, 
1660;  but  was  again  displaced  by  the  commissioners 
under  the  corporation  act,  Oct.  17, 1662. 

Anthony  Ettricke,  esq.,  was  chosen  Oct.  23, 1662,  in  the 
room  of  Constantine^,  He  resigned  the  offioe  in  January, 
1682,  and  was  succeeded  by 

William  White,  esq.,  of  the  middle  temple,  barrister 

Mr.  Htnnun,  Juii.»  then  priMnen  there.  Mr.  Constantioe  was  committed  to  the 
king*s  bench  prison,  and  at  last  compounded  for  his  estate  for  £130.  The  vacancy 
caused  in  the  recordership  by  the  remoral  of  Mr.  Constantine  was  not  filled  up  tilt 
}6S0,  when  Mr.  S,  pond  was  ap))ointed  to  the  racant  offiee.  On  the  restoration  of 
the  Stoartif  Mr.  Constantine  does  not  appear  to  have  been  forgotten.  On  June  29, 
IMO,  a  writ  was  issued  for  his  restoration  to  the  Q^ce  of  reoorder,  to  which  Uie  cor* 
poration  returned  in  answer,  that  he  had  been  disabled  by  an  order  of  parliament, 
and  that,  by  reason  of  the  vacancy,  they  had  chosen  Samue)  Bond,  who  had  well 
performed  the  office,  but  that  they  were  ready  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  the 
court  On  the  20th  July  following,  another  writ  issued,  in  obedience  to  which  they 
accepted  Mr.  Constantine  as  their  recorder.  Whether  from  the  court  not  having 
been  sufficiently  mindflil  of  his  sufferings  in  the  behalf  of  royalty,  or  from  whatever 
other  cause  does  not  now  appear ;  but  his  opinions  soon  after  this  underwent  some 
modification,  for  we  find  that,  on  the  visit  to  Poole  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in 
1663,  H^der  the  act  for  well  governing  and  regulating  porporatioQS,  Mr.  Constantino 
refused  to  take  the  prescfribed  oaths,  and  he  was  accordingly  displaced  firom  the  re- 
cordership by  the  commissioneis,  This  proceeding  terminated  his  official  connection 
with  the  town  of  Poole. 

*  Anthony  Ettricke,  esq.,  of  Holt  lodge,  near  Wimbome,  bom  1033,  was  ai| 
eminent  lawyer  and  antiquary.  He  communicated  the  additions  for  Dorsetshire  ii| 
Camdeu's  Britannia.  He  was  s  most  epcentric  gentleman ;  and  grew,  towards  his 
latter  days,  not  only  humoursome  and  phlegmatic,  but  so  credulous  of  an  impulse  of 
th«  spirit,  that,  having  onoe  a  share  in  some  ship  and  oargo  whioli  were  announced 
to  have  safely  reached  the  Portland  Roads,  he  wais  still  so  far  persuaded  she  would 
never  gain  the  port  of  London,  as  to  sell  his  share  in  the  property  at  a  considerable 
discount.  The  good  man's  forebodintjs  were  verified;  the  ship  and  her  ca^o  were 
lost  Hf  now  persuaded  himself  that  his  decease  was  fixed  for  the  year  1601,  and 
had  his  coffin  made,  and  that  date  engraven  upon  it  The  year,  however,  arrived 
and  passed,  and  Mr.  Ettricke  was  still  alive.  He  therefore  resplyed  to  fix  the  coffin 
with  his  own  hands ;  snd  having  protested,  in  an  old  fit  of  spleen  against  the  people 
of  Wimbome,  that  he  would  be  buried  neither  in  their  church  nor  out  of  their 
church,  neither  above  their  ground  nor  below  It,  he  obtained  permission  to  fulfil  the 
vow,  t^  placing  the  coffin  within  the  thickness  of  the  wall,  and  on  a  level  with  the 
pavement  Here,  in  the  year  1703,  his  remains  were  laid  at  last;  and  the  coffin  is 
still  kept  in  good  preservation  by  a  rent-charge  of  80s.  per  annum  paid  out  of  the 
rf venues  of  the  church  of  8t  James,  Poole.  It  stands  beneath  an  arch  in  the  wall 
of  Wimbome  Minster  church,  is  partly  raised  Above  the  ground,  painted  with  coats 
of  arms,  and  clamped  with  iron.  The  original  figures  of  the  inscription  can  bo 
plainly  traced  under  the  date  afterwards  written  ov^  them.  Several  aeighbouiln^ 
slabs  denote  the  graves  of  the  same  family. 
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at  law.  He  also  resigned  Aug.  26,  16119,  then  being  of 
Sandford,  Wilts. 

Nathaniel  Bond,  esq.,  of  Grange,  Serjeant  at  law,  was 
chosen  Sep.  6,  ]6994f. 

Robert  Erie,  esq.,  of  Sturminster  Marshall,  was  ap* 
pointed  Oct.  1,  1707,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  serjeant  Bond, 
He  resigned  the  office  June 90, 1719,  and  was  succeeded  bj 

Dennis  Bond,  esq.,  of  Grange,  whose  appointment  is 
dated  July  1, 1719f .    On  his  death. 

The  hon.  James  West,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  M.P.  for  St. 
Alban's,  was  elected  March  4, 1746. 

John  Bond,  esq.,  of  Grange,  M.P.  for  Corfe  Castle,  was 
appointed  Julj  18, 1772. 

Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  esq.,  then  M.P.  for  Poole,  was 
appointed  June  6,  1784^.    During  his  recordership,  Mr. 

•  Nathaniel  Bond,  etq.»  of  Lutton,  in  Creech  Orange,  was  educated  at  All  Souls* 
college,  Oxford,  and  took  his  degree  of  LUB.  in  1654.  He  was  made  seijeant  at 
law  In  1689,  and  afterwards  appointed  one  of  the  king's  Serjeants.  He  was  elected 
reoord«r  of  Poole  1699,  and  was  also  chosen  recorder  of  Weymouth,  He  died  in  1707, 

t  Dennis  Bond,  etq.,  of  Orange,  was  M.P.  for  Dorchester,  7th  Anne;  forCorlb 
Oastie,  1st  &  8th  Geo.  I. ;  and  for  Poole,  Ist  Geo.  II.  He  espoused,  in  109,  Leonora 
Sophia,  rdict  of  Edward  Dummer,  esq.,  and  youngest  daughter  of  sir  William  Dutton 
Colt,  knt,  euTOj  at  the  court  of  Hanover,  by  Mary,  his  third  wife  (of  whom  she  was 
coheir),  eldest  surviring  daughter  of  John,  and  coheir  of  her  brother,  Wentworth 
Oameys,  esq.,  of  Boyland  hall,  in  Norfolk,  and  Kenton  hall,  iu  Suffolk.  This  lady 
was  bom  iu  Hanover,  and  obtained  her  baptismal  name  fh>m  the  cdebrated  dcetxess 
Sophia,  her  sponsor.  Mr.  Denids  Bond  died,  without  issue,  in  1746,  and  the  estates 
devolved  upon  his  nephew,  John  Bond,  esq.,  of  Grange. 

X  Mr.  Taylor  was  the  son  and  heir  of  sir  Robert  Taylor,  architect  to  the  bank  of 
Sngland  and  other  public  offices,  who  was  sheriff  of  London  and  Middlesex  in  1783, 
and  during  his  shrievalty  received  the  honour  of  knighthood.  He  died  in  1788,  liv- 
ing a  fortune  of  £180.000,  entirely  his  own  creation ;  and  some  anecdotes  of  him  will 
be  found  in  the  (Gentleman's  Magasine,  vol.  Iviii.  p.  930. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  was  a  student  of  8t  John's  college,  Oxford,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  in  1761.  He  was  called  to  the  bar  by  the  society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  in 
Michaelmas  term,  1774,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  supposed  to  be  its  senior 
barrister,  as  well  as  father  of  the  house  of  commons  (since  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Coke).  He  was  first  returned  to  parliamoit  for  Poole  in  1784,  and  in  the  same  year 
was  elected  recorder  of  that  town.  At  the  general  election  of  1790,  he  was  returned 
to  parliament  for  Heytesbory,  and  was  also  a  candidate  for  Poole,  but  his  opponents, 
the  hon.  Charles  Stuart  and  Benjamin  Lester,  esq.,  were  returned,  the  latter  by  a 
majority  of  two,  and  the  former  by  only  one  vote.  Mr.  Taylor  having  petitioned 
the  house  of  commons,  with  other  parties  concerned,  the  committee,  in  Feb.,  1791, 
declared  that  Mr.  Stuart  was  not  duly  elected,  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  should  have  been 
returned.  He,  in  consequence,  relinquished  hLi  seat  for  Heytesbury,  and  made  his 
election  for  Poole.  However,  in  1796,  he  was  not  re-elected,  but  obtained  a  seat  for 
Aldborough.    In  February,  1800,  on  the  resignation  of  sir  F.  Y.  Tempest,  he  was 
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Taylor  appointed  Mr.  T.  Bardett,  of  Warebamy  his  deputy 
recorder,  bjr  whom  the  official  duties  were  chiefly  per- 
formed^.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Taylor,  July  16, 1834,  he 
was  succeeded  by 

William  Bond,  esq.,  barrister  at  law,  who  now  holds 
the  office.    His  appointment  is  dated  Nov.  5, 1834. 


tleeled  member  Cor  (he  dty  of  Durham ;  bat  in  the  parliament  of  1809-8,  we  beUere 
he  did  not  sit  in  the  houses  In  1806»  he  was  returned  for  Rye ;  In  1807,  for  Ilchester ; 
in  1818,  again  for  Poole;  andinl818»  he  recovered  his  aeat  for  Durham,  which  he 
continued  to  represent  until  the  dissolution  of  1890.  In  1831,  he  was  returned  for 
Sudbury  ;  having  in  the  preceding  February  been  sworn  of  the  privy  council ;  and 
he  sat  for  this  place  tUl  the  time  of  hb  death. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Taylor's  house  was  a  rendezvous  for  the  Whig  party ;  and  his 
liberal  and  degant,  but  unostentatious,  hospitality  will  be  long  remembered.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  surviving  assorJatea  of  Mr.  Fox.  He  was  on  terms  of  personal 
friendship  with  George  IV.,  and  one  of  his  counsel  for  the  duchy  of  Cornwall.  Mr. 
Taylor  was  of  late  years  chiedy  distinguished  by  his  persevering  exposition  of  the 
grievances  of  the  chancery  court ;  and  he  lived  to  see  many  of  his  recommendations 
effected  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  friend  lord  Brougham.  Mr.  M.  A.  Tliylor»  and 
his  father,  sir  Robert,  were  the  authors  of  two  very  useful  but  complex  acts  of  par- 
liament Sir  Robert's  was  the  building  act,  which  secured  to  the  metropolis  that 
most  important  safeguard  against  the  spread  of  fire,  the  erection  of  party  walls ;  Mr. 
Taylor's  was  the  street  act,  by  which  most  of  the  nuisances  and  obstructions,  which 
heretofore  deformed  the  metropolis,  have  been  effectually  got  rid  oL 

Mr.  Taylor  died  at  hU  house  at  WhitehaU.  July  16, 1834 ;  and  hU  body  was  interred 
on  the  23rd,  in  the  family  vault  at  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields. 

•  Mr.  Bartlett  was  the  represenUtive  of  the  family  of  Bartlett,  of  Holwell  and 
Cranboume,  Dorset  He  was  a  gentleman  of  great  legal  and  antiquarian  knowledge ; 
and  made  considerable  contributions  to  the  second  edition  of  Hutchins's  Dorset 
After  his  appointment  as  deputy  recorder  of  Poole,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  his  attention  to 
his  offldal  duties  was  most  exemplary,  so  that  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Tejlor,  and  the 
eonsequent  termination  of  Mr.  Bartlett's  services,  the  corporation  resolved  to  present 
him  with  some  testimonial  of  their  respect  and  of  the  high  estimation  in  whidi 
they  held  the  integrity  and  elHciency  with  which,  fbr  more  than  thirty  years,  he 
had  executed  the  office  of  deputy  recorder  of  the  borough ;  and  accordingly,  in 
March,  1835,  a  superb  silver  vase  was  presented  to  him.  The  vase  was  richly  chased 
with  wreaths  of  vine  leaves,  intermingled  with  the  fruit;  the  handles  were  also 
enriched  with  the  same  pattern,  while  a  beautiful  blending  of  the  acanthus  leaf  sur- 
rounded the  lower  part  The  cover,  whieh  was  likewise  enridied,  was  surmounted 
with  a  dolphin,  hauriant  (the  crest  of  the  corporation).  On  one  side  of  the  vase  the 
Poole  arms  were  neatly  engraven,  and  the  other  side  bore  the  following  inscription  >— 

"  raXtEKTBO  ST  TBM 
MATOm,  BAlUPFt  BUBOBSSBS,  AMD  OOMMOKALTT 

OP  POOLB, 
TO 

THOMAS  BARTLETT,  Esqab.. 

AS  A  TOKm  OP  EBSnOT  POX  THX  BIQBLT  SATUPAOTOET  AMJ> 

IMPAXTIAL  MAVNXm  IN  WHICH,  POX  A  rXXlOO  OF  VXXY  MAKT  TBARS, 

UB  BXBOl'TBO  TBB  DUTIBS  OP  TUB  OPriOB  OP 

DBrVTT  BBCOXDBB  OP  TBB  TOWN  AMD  COVNTT  OF  FOOLl.'* 

Mr.  Bartlett  died  at  Warefaam.  in  March,  1836. 
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PARLIAMENTARY    ANNALS. 

In  entering  upon  an  investigation  of  the  parliamentary 
history  of  Poole^  it  may  serve  to  illustrate  that  enquiry  to 
examine  briefly  the  rise  and  gradual  development  of  out 
great  national  councili 

The  arttiquity  and  progress  of  that  assembly — its  ancient 
constitution — and  the  period  at  which  its  component  estates 
first  assumed  their  several  functions,  afe  (questions  on 
which  the  ingenuity  and  the  industry  of  antiquaries  and 
historians  have  been  frequently  exercised*  Prejudice,  the 
fertile  source  of  eirori  as  is  too  often  the  case^  has,  how« 
ever,  involved  the  subject  in  the  ambiguity  of  party- 
favouring  theories^  in  addition  to  the  obscurity  with  which 
matters  of  high  antiquity  are  necessarily  surrounded* 
Political  partizans,  of  either  extreme,  have  undertaken  the 
investigation,  not  with  the  resolve  of  exploring  facts  to 
serve  as  the  basis  of  their  arguments,  but  with  an  estab* 
lished  bias,  and  a  predetermination  to  select  such  circum« 
stances  only  as  might  serve  to  justify  that  bias.  But 
time,  aiid  the  diligent  research  of  impartial  enquirers,  have 
succeeded  in  tearing  down  the  veil  thus  interposed,  and 
enabled  us  to  form  something  like  a  satisfactory  view  of 
this  important  subje(;t« 

The  British  paHiament,  like  all  other  complicated 
fabrics  of  man's  wisdom,  did  not  spring  into  existence 
with  the  full  development  of  perfected  functions  and  in 
the  exercise  of  matured  power.  To  these  the  lapse  of 
many  an  age,  the  occurrence  of  many  a  favouring  circum- 
stance, gradual  changes  in  the  relations  of  society,  and  the 
accumulated  experience  and  judgment  of  wise  men  of 
successive  generations,  were  necessary.  For  the  nucleus 
of  that  institution  which  afterwards  expanded  into  the 
British  parliament,  we  must  look  to  those  national  councils 
which  have  been  held  from  times  to  which  neither  record 
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nor  tradition  extends.  Like  other  northern  nations,  the 
ahcient  Britons  had  their  supreme  national  assemblies,  at 
which  their  priests  and  their  warrior  chieftains  met  to 
deliberate  on  questions  of  peace  and  war,  and  on  matters 
of  internal  government* 

In  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  the  information  relative  to 
the  national  council,  though  not  altc^ether  free  from 
obscurity,  is,  nevertheless,  as  clear  as  might  be  supposed, 
when  the  lapse  of  time  is  considered.  This  council* 
termed  michel«sjnoth,  micheUgemote,  or  more  frequently 
witenagemote,  was  composed  of  the  bishops  and  abbots, 
the  ealdermen  or  governors  of  counties,  who,  from  the 
Danish  times,  were  often  termed  jarls  or  earls,  and  the 
great  thanes  or  allodial  proprietors  of  lands :  they  were 
assembled  by  the  king,  to  concur  in  and  witness  his 
laws,  to  advise  on  questions  of  peace  and  war,  to  take 
instructions  for  the  assistance  to  be  afforded  by  them,  and 
to  deliberate  on  the  general  affairs  of  the  kingdom.  Such 
an  assembly  existed  in  each  of  the  Saxon  kingdoms  during 
the  time  of  the  heptarchy ;  and,  on  the  union  of  those 
kingdoms,  formed  one  general  council  for  the  whole  nation. 

After  the  Norman  conquest,  the  institutions  of  the  king- 
dom did  not  undergo  so  violent  a  change  as  has  been 
generally  apprehended.  Beyond  the  more  complete 
introduction  of  the  feudal  system,  the  alterations  appear  to 
have  been  comparatively  trifling.  The  policy  of  the 
conqueror  and  of  hb  immediate  successors  appears,  to  have 
consisted  chiefly  of  a  wise  endeavour  to  prevent  the  great 
mass  of  the  nation  from  feeling  that  they  were  subjected  to 
a  new  dynasty.  Their  laws  are  clearly  of  Saxon  origin, 
containing  many  Saxon  terms,  and  breathing  the  same 
spirit  of  liberty  and  equal  justice  which  characterized  the 
institutions  of  our  earlier  ancestors.  There  still  continued 
in  existence  a  supreme  national  council,  denominated  the 
curia  regis^  comprehending  in  reality  the  same  class  of 
people  who  had  been  members  of  the  ancient  witena- 
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gemote.  It  was  composed,  as  we  learn  from  Magna  Cbartat 
of  the  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots^  earls,  and  the  greater 
barons,  who  were  individuallj  summoned  bj  the  monarchy 
and  all  the  other  tenants  in  capite  of  the  crown,  who  had 
a  general  summons  through  the  sheriffi  or  king*s  baili& 
In  this  court  the  king  presided*  It  possessed  manj  of  the 
powers  which  we  afterwards  find  vested  in  parliament; 
but  the  court,  as  such,  did  not  make  laws ;  nor  had  this 

^  assembly  any  regular  and  established  civil  or  crimmal 

jurisdiction.  There  is  no  ground  for  the  hjrpothesis  that 
at  this  time,  what  are  now  termed  the  commons  formed  a 
constituent  part  of  the  national  council.  All  i^rgument,  all 
records,  are  opposed  to  such  a  position :  and  in  speaking 
of  the  question  whether  the  commons  did  or  did  not 
anciently  form  a  part  of  the  council,  Daines  Barrington 
has  well  said,  **  no  man  can  read  the  old  historians  and 
chronicles,  who  will  observe  any  strong  allusion  or  trace 

f  of  it,  if  he  does  not  sit  down  to  the  perusal  with  an  inten- 

tion of  proving  that  they  formed  a  component  part."  The 
council  was  essentially  and  entirely  aristocratic ;  charac- 

''  lerized  by  nothing  at  all  analogous  to  that  democratic 

principle  afterwards  inherent  in  the  house  of  commons. 
But  we  are  now  approaching  a  period  in  which  important 
changes  took  place,  preparatory  to  the  introduction  of  a 
more  free  constitution,  by  giving  a  definite  organization  to 
the  supreme  assembly,  which  soon  became  a  ^  parliament'' 
in  name,  possessing  the  germ  at  least  of  the  powers  which 
it  afterwards  assumed.  The  first  introduction  of  the 
representative  principle  was  in  the  case  of  the  lesser 
military  tenants  of  the  crown, — the  tenants  in  capite  by 
knight's  service,  not  holding  a  sufficient  extent  of  land  to 
constitute  a  barony,  but  who,  being  immediate  vassab  of 
the  crown,  owed  attendance  at  the  general  councils.  But 
as  this  attendance  was  no  inconsiderable  burthen  for  men 
of  slender  fortune  to  bear  constantlv ;  and  as  we  have  seen 
from  Magna  Charta,  that  the  crown  tenants  of  this  class 
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were  summoned  to  the  council,  not  individually,  like  the 
barons,  but  bj  a  general  citation  directed  to  the  sheriff  of 
each  countj,  they  gradually  relinquished  the  duty  of 
individual  attendance,  deputing  certain  of  their  class  to 
attend  as  their  representatives,  who  thus  formed  the  origbal 
of  our  present  knights  of  the  shire.  Thb  view  is  con- 
firmed by  the  circumstance,  that  for  some  time  after  the 
establishment  of  a  separate  chamber  for  the  citizens  and 
burgesses,  the  knights  of  the  shire  continued  to  sit  with  the 
greater  barons.  By  the  adoption  of  this  system,  these 
minor  tenants  appear  to  have  lost  their  individual  right  of 
admission  to  the  comicil ;  and  tlie  citations  to  the  sheriflb 
merely  directed  them  to  send  a  certain  number  of  knights 
from  each  shire.  Thus  in  1254  [38  Hen.  IIL]^  the  king 
summoned  four  knights  from  each  county ;  and  1261, 
[a.  r.  45,3  three  knights  were  summoned  from  each  county« 
Down  to  thb  time,  citizens  or  burgesses  were  not  men* 
tioned  in  any  of  the  writs  Uiat  have  been  preserved  ;  aod^ 
therefore,  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  entertained 
to  the  contrary,  it  is  clear  that  the  citizens  and  burgesses 
were  not  represented  in  parliament  before  or  at  this  period* 
But  now  was  effected  the  introduction  of  this  important 
change  in  our  national  institutions,  induced  by  royid 
necessities  makmg  it  desirable  to  establish  a  more  con* 
▼eniei^  mode  of  communication  with  the  growing  interests 
of  cities  and  boroughs  than  had  before  prevailed.  Hitherto 
taxes  had  been  chiefly  raised  by  the  justices  in  eyre ;  and 
in  matters  for  which  the  consent  of  the  people  was  required 
or  thought  expedient,  the  king  or  his  representatives  gene* 
rally  negociated  with  the  different  cities  and  boroughs, 
treating  them  very  much  as  if  they  were  communities  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  though  dependent  upon  the  crown. 
It  was  now  deemed  more  convenient  that  the  citizens 
and  burgesses  should  consent  to  the  taxes  to  be  imposed 
upon  them  through  their  representatives  in  attendance  at 
the  great  council.    The  first  intimation  of  any  summons  to 
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the  cities  and  boroughs  to  send  snch  representatives,  occurs 
in  1265  [49  Hen.  III.],  when,  during  the  usurpation  ot 
the  earl  of  Leicester,  that  nobleman,  improving  upon  the 
example  which  had  been  already  set  in  regard  to  the 
representative  principle,  issued  writs  for  summoning,  not 
onlj  two  knights  from  each  shire,  but  also  citizens,  bur- 
gesses, and  barons  of  the  cinque  ports ;  the  writs  being 
directed  immediately  to  the  citizens  and  burgesses,  and 
neither  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties,  nor  the  majors, 
bailifl^,  nor  cliief  officers  of  the  cities  or  boroughs,  fiul 
this  novel  scheme  of  Leicester  was  re^farded  as  the 
unauthorized  act  of  an  usurper,  and  was  not  immediately 
followed  up.'  Its  convenience  was,  however,  so  amply 
evident,  that  in  the  following  reign,  (that  of  Edward  L,)  it 
was  again  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  more 
ready  assent  to  the  supplies  made  necessary  by  the  long 
continued  wars  and  dissensions.  In  this  reign  we  may 
trace  the  undisputed  establishment  of  the  commons  as  a 
permanent  branch  of  the  legislature.  It  was  in  the  23rd 
y^ar  of  this  king  [1294],  that  the  first  parliamentarr  writs 
were  issued,  and  120  cities  and  boroughs  or  more  were 
summoned  to  send  members  to  parliament!  the  sheriff 
being  directed  to  return  two  knights  for  each  shire,  two 
citizens  for  each  city,  and  two  burgesses  for  each  borough 
within  his  bailiwick,  provided  with  full  and  sufficient 
power  from  the  community  of  such  county,  city,  or  borough, 
to  consent  and  agree,  in  the  name  of  the  said  community, 
to  such  things  as  the  king  and  his  council  should  require 
of  them,  and  the  earls,  barons,  and  peers  of  the  realm 
should  ordain^.  From  this  time  is  to  be  dated  the  first 
regular  summons  of  citizens  and  burgesses  to  parliament. 
It  was  thus,  as  a  matter  of  royal  conveni^ice,  and  to  enable 
the  monarch  the  more  easily  to  levy  contributions  on  his 

*  Poole  was  not  summonei]  to  tend  deputies  to  this  parliament.  The  boroughs  in 
Dorsetshire  that  sent  deputies  were  Blundfurd,  Wimhorne,  Dorchester,  L^'mc  Regis, 
and  Shaftesbury. 
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subjects,  that  that  institution  was  called  into  exist^ice, 
which  has  since  proved  so  important  in  its  power  to  pre- 
serve  within  wholesome  limits  the  exercise  of  regal  pro* 
rogative,  and  to  give  due  expansion  to  national  libertj. 

The  house  of  commmis,  however,  was  yet  but  in  its 
in&ncy ;  and,  in  its  then  humble  condition,  offered  little 
indication  of  the  authority,  and  power,  and  privilege,  with 
which  it  was  to  be  afterwards  invested.  In  its  primitive 
state  it  was  composed  of  burgesses  only  empowered  to 
grant  to  the  king  a  supply  by  one  general  agreement,  in 
place  of  the  separate  bargains  which  had  formerly  been 
made  with  each  borough.  They  composed  not,  properly 
speaking,  any  essential  part  of  the  parliament ;  they  sat 
apart  from  both  barons  and  knights,  who  disdained  to  mix 
with  such  mean  personages  as  the  burgesses  were  then 
regarded ;  they  had  no  voice  in  deliberative  proceedings  ; 
and,  their  consent  being  given  to  the  taxes  required  ol 
their  boroughs,  they  separated,  even  though  the  parlia- 
ment  continued  sitting.  Various  alterations,  however, 
were  effected  in  the  constitution,  some  temporary,  some 
permanent.  Amongst  the  former  may  particularly  be 
noticed  the  continuation  of  the  attempts  made  to  restrain 
the  exercise  of  the  royal  power,  by  the  creation  of  special 
councils,  &c. :  and  amongst  the  latter,  the  introduction  of 
a  class  of  peers,  deriving  their  seats  from  writs  of  sum- 
mons, and  not  sitting  in  relation  to  land ;  the  severance  of 
the  representative  and  hereditary  principles,  by  the  knights, 
citizens,  and  burgesses  sitting  togetfier  in  a  chamber 
separate  from  that  in  which  the  barons  assembled.  In 
the  course  of  time  ako  it  was  found  convenient  that  the 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  should  not  confine  their 
views  to  that  part  of  the  community  which  they  severally 
represented,  but  should  agree  in  the  duties  to  be  paid 
in  common  by  the  whole  of  their  constituents:  they 
thus  arrived  at  the  suggestion  of  a  general  assessment 
upon  the  kingdom  at  large.     From  thus  holding  tiie 
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parse-strings  of  the  nation,  the  parliament  possessed  a 
power  over  the  monarch,  of  which  it  gradually  availed 
itself  in  the  augmentation  of  its  authority  and  privileges, 
until  it  became  invested  with  all  those  important  functions 
which  have  marked  the  era  of  its  maturity. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL,  the  parliament,  and 
especially  the  house  of  commons,  acquired  much  greater 
importance  than  it  before  possessed,  induced  alike  by  the 
wise  and  liberal  policy  of  that  monarch,  and  by  the  neces- 
sity-for  frequent  supplies  into  which  he  was  plunged  by  his 
long  and  expensive  wars.  An  important  feature  of  this 
period  is  found  in  the  attempts  made  by  the  king  to  create 
a  representation  of  tlie  mercantile  or  trading  interests  on  a 
more  extensive  basis  than  had  hitherto  been  effected  through 
the  ordinary  borough  representation.  To  most  of  the 
councils  convened  for  this  purpose^  it  has  been  already 
shewn  [pp.  84  et  seqJ^  that  deputies  were  ^summoned  from 
the  port  of  Poole. 

It  is  in  this  reign  also  that  the  parliamentary  annals  of 
Poole  commence.  Representatives  were  sent  from  this 
borough  from  the  14th  to  the  42nd  year  of  Edward  III., 
when  it  intermitted  until  the  31st  of  Henry  Vl.,  during  a 
lapse  of  eighty-four  years.  This  omitting  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  parliament  was  by  no  means  unusual  at  that 
time;  as,  long  after  the  commencement  of  our  parlia- 
mentary history^  the  duty  of  sending  representatives 
was  regarded  rather  as  an  onerous  service  than  as  an 
useful  and  important  privilege ;  and  many  boroughs  found' 
it  more  eligible  to  acquiesce  in  whatever  aids  the  king 
thought  proper  to  demand,  than  to  be  at  the  expense  of 

supporting  their  deputies  in  parliaments^,  and  were  willing 

•^"^■""^■^^■^ 

•  Tn  the  early  bUtory  of  the  house  of  commons,  the  members  were  paid  wages  for 
their  atlenclanee  in  parliament ;  knights  of  the  shire  leoeiying  4s.  ^  Uiem,  and  dtisens 
and  burgesses  Ss.  V  diem,  for  as  many  days  as  their  attendance  was  required.  When 
the  return  of  representatires,  howerer,  eame  to  be  regarded  as  a  pririlege  rather  than 
a  burthen,  the  payment  of  wages  began  to  cease :  those  who  desired  to  influence  th« 
return  undertook  the  payment,  in  the  first  instance,  as  the  condition  of  their 
ituthority  to  nominate ;  and  the  members  thenselTea  afterwards  consented  to  pay  thei? 
own  charges.  Tfie  celebrated  Aadrew  MarreU  is  said  to  have  been  the  last  Hwmber 
to  whom  wages  were  paid. 
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to  renounce  the  privilege  in  order  to  be  free  of  the  burthen 
attending  it.  Nor  was  this  renunciation  a  matter  of  diffi- 
culty, for,  so  long  as  the  required  supplies  were  forth- 
coming, little  care  was  taken  to  secure  the  attendance  of 
the  deputies.  It  might  abo  have '  been  easily  effected 
through  the  sheri&,  who,  until  the  reign  of  Richard  IL, 
possessed  the  power  of  including  or  omitting  boroughs  at 
their  pleasure,  the  indefinite  and  general  words  of  the  writ 
directed  to  the  sheriff  of  each  county  being  '*  to  cause  to 
be  chosen  two  citizens  of  every  city,  and  two  burgesses  of 
every  borough." 

And  whilst  sufficient  reason  can  be  found  for  the  relin- 
quishment by  Poole  of  its  privilege  of  representation,  the 
cause  of  its  being  again  summoned  to  send  representatives 
to  the  parliament  of  the  31st  of  Henry  VI.  appears  very 
clearly.  We  find  that,  at  this  period  of  our  history,  the 
house  of  commons  had  acquired  considerable  power,  and 
exercised  some  influence  in  the  disputes  between  the  rival 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster.  Hence  the  return  of 
members  to  parliament  became  a  matter  of  political 
importance  and  of  public  interest :  the  great  men  of  the 
nation  appear  now  to  have  commenced  their  interference 
in  the  election  of  its  members ;  and  it  was  highly  desu*able 
to  the  crown  to  acquire  the  means  of  exercising  some 
influence  in  its  ddib^ations.  In  the  year  preceding  that 
mentioned,  the  duke  of  York  had  urged  hb  pretensions  to 
the  crown;  his  followers  were  exceedingly  active;  and 
the  house  of  commons  manifested  a  decidedly  Yorkist 
inclination.  Under  these  circumstances  it  might  be 
naturally  looked  for,  that  the  king  should  encourage  those 
boroughs,  the  manorial  lords  of  which  were  his  supporters: 
and  as  such  lords  had  necessarily  the  power  of  influencing 
the  elections,  so  as  to  procure  the  return  of  representatives 
&vourably  disposed  to  the  reigning  monarch,  the  restora- 
tion of  boroughs  that  had  previoudy  resigned  the  privilege 
of  representation,  became  a  matter  of  essential  policy. 
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Poole  was  thus  situated,  aiid  oflfers  an  instance  of  the  pur« 
suance  of  this  system.  The  manor  was,  at  this  period, 
held  bj  Henry,  duke  of  Somerset,  who  was  connected  with 
the  monarch  by  ties  of  blood,  and  proved  himself  a  faithful 
adherent  to  the  red  rose  of  Lancaster,  in  following  the 
fortunes  of  which  his  life  was  sacrificed.  And  not  only  was 
the  borough  then  summoned  to  send  representatives  to  the 
pariiament,  but  it  was  also  encouraged  by  the  grant  of  the 
royal  charter  issued  in  the  same  year.  From  this  period 
Poole  has  regularly  sent  representatives  to  the  house  of 
commons. 

The  growing  importance  of  the  house  of  commons  just 
noted,  continued  increasing  during  the  succeeding  reigns ; 
of  which  there  cannot  be  stronger  proofs  than  are  afforded 
in  the  anxiety  of  the  crown  to  obtain  favourable  returns, 
and  the  interference  in  elections  that  took  place  on  the 
part  of  the  leading  nobility.  Thus  Henry  VIL,  who  had 
strong  reasons  for  courting  the  assistance  of  parliament, 
seems  to  have  succeeded  in  effectually  bringing  it  under 
his  controul  and  influence,  which  lasted  throughout  bis 
reign*  During  the  reign  of  Henry  VIH.  also,  the  parlia- 
ment was  subject  to  courtly  influence.  In  the  ^ort  reign 
of  Edward  VL,  tfiere  is  evidence  of  direct  interference  in 
elections  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  particularly  by  the  duke 
of  Northumberland,  after  he  had  removed  hb  rival,  the 
duke  of  Somerset.  Marv  and  Elizabeth  both  followed 
the  same  course.  By  such  means,  and  by  the  restoration 
of  the  right  of  representation  to  boroughs  that  had  relin* 
quished  it — a  practice  which  greatly  prevailed  under  the 
Tudors, — ascendancy  was  gained  over  the  parliament,  and 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  was  at  its  greatest  undisputed 
height.  When  Elizabeth  ascended  the  throne,  ^e  particu- 
larly  found  the  necessity  of  maintaining  this  ascendancy  in 
the  house  of  commons.  The  reformation  had  given  an 
impulse  to  the  spirit  of  independence '  whidi  b  essentially 
inherent  in  that  institution ;  and  to  counteract  tbb  became  a 
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subject  for  the  serious  consideration  of  the  crown.  As  the 
best  means  of  effecting  her  object,  Elizabeth  had  discovered 
the  expediency  of  obtaining*  an  influence  over  the  boroughs. 
In  her  reign  no  less  than  thirtj^wo  boroughs,  which  had 
either  long  intermitted  sending  members  to  parliament,  or 
had  never  previously  done  so,  were  required  to  s^ad  flieir 
representatives :  and  the  influence  on  elections  exercised  by 
the  government  in  this  reign  is  very  conspicuous.  Of  this 
the  annab  of  Poole  afford  several  distinct  instances,  to 
which  we  shall  now  refer. 

To  the  parliament  of  the  13th  Elizabeth,  George  Carlton 
and  William  Newman  were  returned  as  representatives  for 
the  borough  of  Poole ;  but  by  indentures  bipartite  between 
the  sheriff  and  the  burgesses,  it  appears  that  Newman  only 
was  chosen  by  the  town,  the  burgesses  having  given  power 
to  the  earl  of  Bedford,  at  his  special  suit  and  request,  to 
nominate  the  other. 

On  the  election  for  the  parliament  of  the  26th  of  the  sanoe 
reign,  a  similar  indenture  was  executed,  by  which  authority 
to  nominate  a  representative  for  the  borough  was  givenfto 
the  earl  of  Leicester.  This  indenture,  which  is  dated  Nov. 
11,  26th  Eliz.,  made  between  William  Reade,  sheriff  of 
the  county  town  of  Poole,  of  the  one  part,  and  William 
Bydelcome,  mayor  of  the  same  town,  the  senior  bailiff,  and 
certain  burgesses  of  the  other  part,  **  witnesseth  that  we, 
tike  said  mayor,  bailiff,  and  burgesses,  at  the  special  suit 
and  request  of  the  right  honourable  lord  Robert,  earl  of 
Leicester,  have  given  unto  hb  lordship  our  full  powers  and 
authorities  for  us  and  in  our  names  to  nominate  and  appoint 
his  and  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  in  Christ,  I^urence 
Thompson  esq'^*  to  be  one  of  the  burgesses  of  the  queen's 
majesty's  most  honourable  court  of  parliament  for  the  said 
town  of  Poole,"  &c.  There  are  counterparts  of  thb 
licence,  the  one  signed  and  sealed  by  the  sheriff^  the  other 
sealed  with  the  common  seal  of  the  town. 

Notwithstanding  the  authority  thus  given  to  the  earl  of 
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Ldcester,  Thompson  was  not  returned  as  his  nominee;  the 
return,  which  b  dated  the  following  day,  presenting 
Francis  Mills  and  Thomas  Vincent  as  the  representatives  of 
the  town.  No  circumstances  appear  hi  explanation  of  this 
discrepancy;  nor  are  such»  indeed,  material;  the  chief 
point,  the  interference  of  the  gor^nment,  being  established 
by  the  authority  granted  to  the  earl ;  who  was  empowered 
also  to  nominate  a  member  for  Andover  in  the  same 
parliament. 

In  the  succeeding  year  the  following  letter  was  s^it  to 
the  burgesses  of  Poole,  by  Giles  Estcourt,  then  recorder 
of  the  borough : — 

**  To  the  worshipfull  my  very  good  frendes  the  mayor  & 
burgesses  or  the  towne  of  Foole* 

^  With  my  verye  hartie  comendacions  vnto  all  for  that 
y  vnderstand  there  ys  a  P'liament  to  begynne  in  the  xv^ 
daye  of  October  nexte,  my  desyre  ys  vnto  yow  that  I  maye 
have  the  nomy  nation  of  one  of  y'  burgesses,  eyther  yt 
shalbe  yf  yt  please  you  for  myne  owen  sonne  or  for  some 
other  such  p'son  as  I  will  undertake  shalbe  fitt  and  dys- 
cfaardge  the  place  w^oute  any  chardge  vnto  you  God 
willinge  I  wul  be  thanl^eful  vnto  you  for  ytt  &  be  as 
reddye  to  requytt  y  courtesyes  any  way  I  can  as  know'^ 
God,  to  whome  I  comytt  you  from  Say  this  xxvj*^  of  Sep- 
tember, a®  1686. 

Y'  verye  lovynge  frend  to  vse, 

Gyles  Estcourte.'* 

In  the  next  year  is  another  letter  to  a  like  effect,  on 
behalf  of  the  earl  of  Warwick. 

«*  To  o'  lovinge  freends  the  mayor  of  Poole  and  other  th* 
inhabitants  there  geve  these. 

<^We  hauesent  vou  heere  inclosed  a  l**  addressed  to 

Jo*  mr.  mayo'  or  Poole  &  yo'  brethren  from  the  right 
onorable  the  lord  of  Warwyck  by  the  w<^  he  doth  request 
yo'  consent  for  the  nominacon  of  one  of  the  burges  oi  yor 
towne  vppon  the  dissolvyiige  of  the  late  P'liament  and 
somonin^e  of  a  new  to  begyn  out  of  hande  and  hath  writen 
his  like  P*"  vnto  sondry  oUier  portes  &  p'veledged  places 
of  Uiis  county  in  the  w<^  he  hath  employq  vs  to  be  a  mean 
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vnto  yow  all  for  the  bringinge  t^f  bis  bono"  request  to 
good  passe  tbereupon,  in  the  w^'^  we  hope  there  shall  not 
neede  much  speach  or  great  entreatie  jo'  selues  knowingfc 
how  small  the  courtesie  is  and  how  thanckfull  it  wilbe 
taken,  only  this  we  desire  that  in  consideracon  of  the 
younge  earle  of  Bedford  and  for  the  good  love  borne  to 
yow  all  by  his  bono"  late  grandfather  mat  yow  will  have 
no  less  consideracon  and  dew  regard  of  my  lord  of  War* 
wycks  request  heerin  who  hath  the  wafdshipp  of  the 
younge  earle  then  alwavs  heertofore  yow  have  had  of  yo' 
honorable  good  freend  the  old  earle  and  thus  desiringe 
yo'  p'nte  annswere  we  bidd  yow  right  hartelie  farewell, 
from  Wolveton  this  xx^  of  September,  1586, 

Yo'  freends, 

Thomas  Horsey, 
George  Treocbard." 

•  In  these  agreements  and  letters  we  observe  clear  indica* 
iion  of  the  important  change  which  the  house  of  commons 
was  undergoing  about  this  time.  The  anxiety  of  the 
great  men  of  the  nation  to  have  the  power  of  nominating 
representatives  yielded  to  them,  and  the  readiness  to  pay 
the  charges  shewn  by  those  soliciting  the  nomination,  as  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Estcourt,  establish  that  the  being  returned 
to  parliament  was  no  longer  regarded  as  a  burthen,  but 
bad  become  an  object  of  desire.  It  is  obvious  that  there 
was  going  on  in  the  parliament,  at  this  period,  a  struggle 
between  the  gradually  extending  spirit  of  freedom  which 
bad  been  encouraged  by  the  reformation  and  by  the 
decline  of  the  feudal  system  on  the  one  band,  and,  on  the 
other,  the  desire  of  tfie  crown  to  retain  the  unchecked 
exercise  of  authority.  The  house  of  commons  had  begun 
to  feel  its  power  and  importance,  which  generated  a  desire 
in  persons  of  station  and  property  to  obtain  seats  in  it,  and 
a  necessity  in  the  crown  to  put  some  species  of  restrain! 
upon  the  increasing  and  ill  regulated  power  of  the  people. 
But  notwithstanding  the  influence  exercised  over  the  elec- 
tions, the  house  of  commons  in  this  reign  asserted  and 
acquired  many  of  its  most  valuable  privileges.    At  this 
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period,  moreovelr,  the  house  had  become  settied  entirely 
upon  that  scheme  which  subsisted  until  the  present  age. 

In  1658-99  an  irregfularitjr  took  place  at  the  election  for 
Poole,  which  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  house  of 
commons.  On  the  tliird  of  January,  being  the  next  county 
court  after  the  writ  for  the  election  was  delivered  to  the 
sheriff,  sir  Andiony  Ashley  Cooper  and  Samuel  Bond, 
esq.,  were  duly  elected,  and  an  indenture  of  such  election 
was  sealed  and  executed  by  the  mayor  and  burgesses ;  but 
sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper  being  afterwards  chosen  for 
the  county  of  Wilts,  the  sheriff  of  Poole,  on  the  24tb  of 
January,  proceeded  to  a  new  election  upon  the  same  writ 
whereby  the  former  election  was  made,  and  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  elected  John  Fitzjames  and  Samuel  Bond,  esqrs., 
and,  by  a  second  indenture,  returned  them  as  duly  elected. 
The  circumstances  were  brought  before  the  house  of  com* 
mons,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  privileges,  who 
reported  their  opinion  that  the  first  election  was  good; 
that  the  indenture  by  which  Fitzjames  and  Bond  were 
returned  should  be  taken  off  and  withdrawn;  and  that 
the  sheriff  should  return  the  first  indenture.  This  course 
was  accordingly  pursued*  Sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper 
afterwards  made  his  election  to  sit  for  Wilts;  and  a  new 
writ  was  thereupon  issued  for  Poole,  on  which  Fitzjames 
and  Bond  were  duly  returned. 

The  first  question  that  arose,  touching  the  right  of  elec- 
tion in  the  borough  of  Poole,  occurred  in  1661.  At  this 
day  it  will  hardly  admit  of  doubt,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  representative  system,  the  fi-anchise  in  all 
boroughs  uniformly  pertained  to  those  possessing  the 
ancient  scot  and  lot  burgess  qualification.  But  from  the 
constitution  and  comparative  insignificance  of  the  primitive 
house  of  commons,  it  was  not  originally  of  much  import- 
ance to  any  parliamentary  borough  in  what  manner  its 
deputies  were  chosen,  or  who  were  the  individuals  who 
interested  themselves  in  the  r^ums.    The  honour  of  being 
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the  representative  of  a  borough  was^  in  those  times,  little 
coveted ;  and  the  privilege  of  voting  in  his  election  was 
still  less  an  object  of  contention^  Thus,  in  nnany  boroughs, 
the  franchise  fell,  in  the  progress  of  time,  into  the  hands  of 
select  bodies  who  had  assumed,  by  delegation  or  by  a 
species  of  conventional  usurpation,  the  administration  of 
municipal  government.  An  attempt  to  trace  the  rise  of 
such  a  body  in  the  borough  of  Poole  has  been  made  in  the 
preceding  pages  of  this  volume.  The  parliamentary  fran^ 
chise  for  Poole  was,  down  to  the  late  parliamentary  reform 
act,  constantly  exercised  by  those  who  administered  the 
municipal  government  with  the  addition  in  later  times  of 
that  interloping  class,  the  non-resident  burgesses.  These 
did  not  exercise  the  privilege  till  some  years  after  the 
charter  of  Elizabeth ;  as  is  evident  from  the  return  made  to 
the  parliament  of  the  14th  of  her  reign.  The  indenture  ot 
this  return  is  made  by  the  sheriff  of  the  borough  on  the  one 
part,  and,  on  the  other  part,  by  Wm.  Green,  mayor  of  the 
borough,  John  Hancock,  senior  bailiff,  John  Mann,  William 
Newman,  Christopher  Rose,  John  Rogers,  Peter  Gaydon, 
William  Meryat,  and  Peter  Coxe,  <'ac  complures  alios 
liberos  et  legales  homines  in  eodem  comitatu  villas  de 
Poole  predict®  commorantes  et  residentes** — [*^  and  many 
other  free  and  lawful  men  inhabiting  and  resident  in  the 
same  county  of  the  town  of  Poole  aforesaid"] — expressions 
of  high  antiquity,  and  clearly  indicating  those  who,  in 
former  days,  were  free  from  servile  feudal  duties,  and 
rendered  lawworthy  by  enrolment  at  the  sheriff's  toum  or 
the  lord*s  leet ;  in  other  words,  the  freeholders  in  counties, 
and  those  who,  in  boroughs,  possessed  the  ancient  bur* 
gess  qualification.  In  nearly  all  the  other  returns  about 
that  time,  the  electors  are  merely  styled  burgesses.  The 
subsequent  wording  of  the  return  has  been  the  subject  of 
great  caprice.  The  following  occur  amongst  the  varia* 
tions : — *^  mayor,  bailifl&,  burgesses,  and  commonalty ;" — 
^< mayor,     aldermen,    burgesses,    and   commonalty;"--* 

2  L 
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**  mayor,  and  burgesses ;"  —  "  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses ;" — **  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  incorpo- 
rated ;" — ^*  mayor,  aldermen,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 
incorporated ;" — "  mayor,  aldermen,  bailifl&,  burgesses, 
and  commonalty  incorporated." 

The  question  that  arose  in  1661,  was  relative  to  the 
right  of  the  non-resident  burgesses  to  exercise  the  elective 
franchise.  Of  the  election  this  year  a  double  return  was 
made;  John  Morton,  esq.,  and  William  Constantino,  esq., 
being  returned  by  one  indenture ;  and  John  Morton,  esq., 
and  sir  John  Fitzjames,  knt.,  by  another.  The  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  house  of  commons  thus  appears  on 
the  journals  of  the  house : — 

^' June  16, 1661. — Serjeant  Chariton  made  report  from 
the  said  committee,  touching  the  difference  betwe^i  William 
Constantme,  esq.,  and  sir  John  Fitzjames,  knt,  concerning 
their  elections  for  the  town  of  Poole,  in  the  county  of 
Dorset ; — ^That  the  first  question  before  them  was  whether 
the  out-burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  Poole  had  voices  as 
well  as  the  in*buT|^esses,  and  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  the  out-burgesses  had  equal  voices  in  the  election  with 
the  iii-burgesses ;  And  that  the  second  question  being  who 
had  the  majority  of  voices,  it  appeared  that  sir  John  Fitz- 
james had  much  more  the  majority  of  voices,  and  was  duly 
elected  9ne  of  the  burgesses  for  the  said  town  of  Poole ; 
And  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  said  sir  John 
Fitzjames  was  duly  elected  one  of  the  burgesses  of  the 
said  town  of  Poole,  and  ought  to  sit." 

The  house  affirmed  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and 
sir  John  Fitzjames  sat  accordingly. 

Such  a  decision  might  have  be^i  expected  from  the 
disposition  of  the  nation  and  the  parliament,  and  the  line 
of  policy  pursued  by  the  court.  In  addition  to  the  mo- 
mentum towards  submission  to  royalty  which  the  nation 
had  acquired  from  the  experience  of  republican  evils,  the 
crown,  by  greatly  interfering  in  elections  and  other  means, 
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bad  obtained  a  parliament  so  favourable  to  its  views  thai 
we  are  told  that  not  more  than  forty-six  members  of  the 
presbyterian  party  bad  obtained  seats  in  the  lower  house. 
It  had  be^i  the  steady  policy  of  the  court,  during  the 
reigns  of  Charles  L  and  several  of  hb  predecessors,  not 
only  to  foster  the  growth  of  the  select  governing  bodies  in 
boroughs,  but  also  to  establish  and  confirm  the  practice  of 
admitting  non-resident  burgesses.  This  unconstitutional 
and  unjustifiable  practice  had  been  found  eminently  effi- 
cient in  promoting  the  measures  of  the  crown  for  obtainio^ 
influence  in  the  house  of  commons ;  and  it  could  not  be 
looked  for,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  discountenanced  by 
a  parliament  so  well  disposed  towards  the  desires  of  tl^s 
court  as  that  summoned  by  Charles  II.  after  his  restoration. 

Shortly  after  this  time  commenced  the  long  series  of 
disputes  between  the  select  body,  who  exercised  the  cor- 
porate functions,  and  the  inhabitants  at  large,  concerning 
the  elective  franchise.  These  contests  will  be  noticed  in 
chronological  order. 

[Double  Return :  1688 :  1st  Wm.  &  Mary.]— At  the 
election  for  the  convention  parliament,  Mr.  Trenchard  had 
a  majority  both  of  the  select  body  and  of  the  scot  and  lot 
householders ;  sir  Nathaniel  Napier  had  S3  burgesses 
(meaning  by  that  term  the  select  body,  who  had  by  this 
time  exclusively  adopted  that  designation),  and  a  minority 
of  the  householders ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Chafin  was  supported 
by  22  burgesses,  and  a  large  majority  of  householders ;  on 
which  the  sherifT  made  a  double  return,  and  returned  Mr. 
Trenchard  and  sir  Nathaniel  Napier  by  one  indenture, 
and  Mr.  Trenchard  and  Mr.  Chafin  by  another  indenture. 
Mr.  Chafin  petitioned  the  house  of  commons  on  the  sub* 
ject ;  and  his  petition  was  referred  to  the  same  committee 
as  the  double  return.  The  proceedings  thereon  are  thus 
recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  house,  under  the  date  of 
Feb.  9, 16884). 

<*  Col.  Birch  reports  from  the  committee  of  elections  and. 


260  MUmdl^AL  HtSTOllY. 

privileg^esy  to  whom  the  merits  of  the  double  retufn  and 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present  convention  for 
the  town  and  county  of  Poole  was  referred,  the  state  of  the 
fiict,  which  he  produced  to  the  house  in  writing ;  which, 
being  read  at  the  table^  is  as  foUowSf  viz* : — 
**  *  That  it  appeared  to  the  committee  that  Henry  Tren^ 

*  chard,  esq.,  and  sir  Nathaniel  Napper  were  returned  bj 

*  one  certificate,  and  the  said  Mn  Trenchard  and  Thomas 

*  Chafing  esq«,  by  the  other  certificate* 

<<  <  It  was  proved  that  sir  Nathaniel  Napper  agreed  to 

*  settle  £15  pertinnum  on  the  town,  for  their  school,  and 

*  that  he  was  at  the  charge  of  passing  their  new  charter, 

<  befote  the  prince  of  Orange  landedK^* 

<<  <  To  which  it  was  answered  by  the  counsd  on  the 

<  other  side,  that  what  was  done  by  sir  Nathaniel  Na[^r, 

<  was  done  about  the  time  he  was  made  free  of  the  town, 
'  and  that  it  was  usual  to  give  presents  to  the  town  when 

*  any  person  was  made  free«f :  and  particularly  that  Mr, 
«  Trenchard  and  Mr.  Chafin,  when  they  were  made  free- 

*  men  of  the  said  town,  gave  £60  apiece  to  the  use  of  the 

*  town,  for  their  freedom. 

<<  *  That  the  matter  in  question  was  whether  the  right  of 

*  election  be  in  the  mayor  and  burgesses  only,  or  in  the 

*  mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  who  pay  scot  and  lot. 


•  The  pTinee  of  Oiitige landed Nor^  4;  the  ehtiter prodaeed bftHtV. Napier,  wat 
granted  Dec  8.—^.  Was  sir  Nathaniel  concerned  in  the  issue  of  tl^e  rejected  char- 
tn,  dated  in  the  preceding  September  T  ride  p.  909. 

4  The  following  is  the  entry  in  the  records  of  the  corporation,  concerning  this 
liimxiilniii  %hida  soems  tomvwhat  onacoooBtahly  introduced  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee.  The  entry  is  under  date  of  December  94, 1688 ;  the  day  on  which 
glr  Nathanid  produced  the  charter  of  restoration,  and  the  restored  oftcers  took 
their  several  oaths  of  oAcOk 

**  Memorandum  the  day  and  yeare  abore  written  Sr  Nathanell  Napper  kt.  and 
iNdrronett  of  Moor  Creechill  tn  the  county  of  Doisett  was  eUeeted  and  swome  a  free 
Vurgess  of  this  corporaeon  by  and  with  the  consent  of  us  whose  names  are  hereunto 
luhscribed  for  which  admittance  hee  gave  to  the  said  cOrporacon  ther  charter  free  of 
aU  maner  of  charge  and  further  doth  promise  to  settle  the  sume  of  fifteen  pownds 
per  annum  on  the  skoole  of  Poole  as  his  generous  and  free  guift  for  the  education  of 
poore  chiUdren  belonging  to  the  said  corporaeon  and  then  tooke  the  eoxporaoon  oath 
and  the  seu*all  oaths  menconed  in  the  act  of  parliawent  for  r^gu]Ating  of  corpoiacons 
and  subscribed  the  dedaracon.*' 
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**  *  That  it  appeared  to  the  committee  bj  many  parlia* 

*  toeni  returns  which  were  produced  to  the  committee^  that 

*  the  right  of  election  hath  anciently  been  in  the  mayor  and 

*  burgesses  only,  except  a  return  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 

*  James  I.,  wherein  the  commonalty  are  mentioned,  with 

*  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses,  in  the  indenture ; 

*  but  that  indenture  b  sealed  with  the  convnon  seal  by  the 

*  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses. 

^  *  That  sir  Nathaniel  Napper  had  93  burgesses,  and 
'  Mr.  Chafin  but  22. 
**  *  But  of  the  commonalty,  that  Mr.  Chafin  was  allowed 

*  to  have  the  greatest  number. 

*<  *  And  tfiat  thereupon  the  committee  had  agreed  upon 

*  2  resolves;'  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  then  deli- 
vered them  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  being 
read  are  as  follows : — 

*'  *  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that 

*  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  thb  present 

*  convention,  for  the  town  and  county  of  Poole,  is  in  the 

*  mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  said  town  and 

*  county,  who  pay  scot  and  lot. 

**  *  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 

<  Thomas  Chafin,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve 

<  in  this  present  convention  for  the  town  and  county  of 

*  Poole.' 

^  A  debate  arising  in  the  house  thereupon, 

*^  The  question  being  put.  That  this  house  do  agree  with 
the  committee,  that  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to 
serve  in  thb  present  convention  for  the  town  and  county  of 
Poole  is  in  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the 
same  town  and  county,  who  pay  scot  and  lot, 

**  It  passed  in  the  negative. 

**  The  question  being  put.  That  this  house  do  agree  with 
the  committee  that  Thomas  Chafin,  esq.,  b  duly  elected  to 
serve  in  thb  present  convration  for  the  town  and  county  of 
Poole, 
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**  It  patted  in  the  negfative. 

^'Besolvedy  that  sir  Nathaniel  Napper,  bart«,  is  duty 
dected  a  burgefls  to  senre  in  this  present  conT^tion  for  the 
town  and  county  of  Poole. 

^<  The  derk  of  the  crown  being  called  in,  amended  the 
return  for  the  town  and  county  of  Poole,  by  taking  off  the 
certificate  whereby  Thomas  Chafin»  together  with  Henry 
Trenchard,  esq.,  was  returned;  leaving  affixed  to  his 
highness  the  prince  of  Orange  hb  letter  the  t>ther  certifi- 
cate, whereby  sir  Nathaniel  Napper  was  returned,  together 
with  the  said  Mr.  Trenchard.'' 

Much  observation  has  been  made  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  bouse  of  commons  in  n^^ativing  the  resolutions  of 
the  committee  on  this  occasion.  But  a  consideration  of 
the  extraordinary  character  of  the  t*eport  of  the  committee 
will  somewhat  account  for  the  vote  of  the  house.  They  state 
that  M  the  returns  produced  were  made  by  the  **  mayor 
and  burgesses  only,"  (adopting  the  usurped  signification  of 
that  word,)  with  one  solitary  exception, — that  exception, 
moreover,  being,  as  described  by  the  committee,  greatly 
qualified;  yet  they  agree  to  resolutions  adopting  that 
exception,  and  rejecting  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
all  the  other  return^.  A  more  complete  noH  seqttitur  was, 
perhaps,  never  seriously  propounded. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  peculiarity  in  their  report,  the 
committee  were  virtually  right  in  their  decision,  which  was 
no  less  in  accordance  with  ancient  law  and  constitutional 
right,  than  it  was  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the  revolution. 
The  committee  appear  to  have  confused  themselves,  by 
identifying  the  select  body  with  the  **  burgesses*'  of  the 
charters  and  the  ancient  returns, — an  error  that  was 
throughout  fatal  to  the  claims  of  the  inhabitant  house* 
holders.  And,  allowing  due  weight  to  the  wording  of  the 
report  in  jusiificaition  of  the  decision  of  the  house,  still  it  id 
in  some  degree  remarkable  that  such  a  decision  should 
have  been  made  immediately  on  the  assembling  of  thc) 
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convention  parliament,  and  on  the  very  &tsi  quesltoa  of  a 
disputed  return  that  came  before  the  house  |  one.  of  the 
objects  of  the  revolution  being  obviouslv  and  declaredly 
*'  to  obtain  a  free  parliament  by  the  restoration  of  the 
ancient  charters,  and  the  annulling  those  that  restrained 
the  right  of  election/'  which  was  assumed  to  have  been  the 
object  of  seizing  the  charters.  But  it  is  too  frequently  the 
case,  especially  in  political  transactions,  that  practical 
application  does  not  follow  professed  principles:  it  was 
difficult,  even  for  the  whigs  of  the  revolution  of  1688,  to 
adhere  to  their  professions  at  the  expense  of  a  vote)  for  it 
b  worthy  of  observation,  that  **  Mr.  Chafin  was  obnoxious 
to  a  majority  of  the  house  then  sitting,  being  a  notorious 
tory.*' 

IDispuied  ElecHon  ofM7A:  14th  Geo.  lII.]^The  right 
of  exercising  the  elective  franchise  was  again  contested  in 
1774.  At  the  general  election  this  year,  sir  Eyce  Coola 
and  Joshua  Mauger,  esq.,  were  candidates  for  the  repre^- 
sentation  of  Poole  on  the  right  of  the  exclusive  body.  The 
householders,  however,  resolved  on  asserting  their  clainn 
setup  the  hon.  Charles  James  Fox  and  John  Williams,  esq., 
as  candidates  on  what  was  termed  the  commonalty  interest. 
At  the  election,  Oct  11,  upwards  of  190  of  the  house* 
holders  t^dered  their  votes  for  Fox  and  Williams,  Their 
claim,  however,  was  not  admitted  by  the  sheriff,  who  took 
the  votes  of  the  admitted  burgesses  only,  and  returned  sir 
Eyre  Coote  and  Mr.  Mauger ;  the  numbers  on  the  poll 
being 

SirEyieCoote 59    I    Mr.  Pox 5 

Mr.  Mauger 55    t    Mr.  Williams 2 

On  the  6th  of  December  in  that  year,  a  petition  of  the  hon. 
Charles  James  Fox  and  John  Williams,  esq.,  was  presented 
to  the  house  of  commons,  setting  forth  that  on  the  1 1th  of 
October  last,  the  election  of  two  burgesses  to  serve  in  par. 
liament  for  the  borough  of  Poole,  in  the  county  of  Dorset, 
came  on ;  and  that  the  hon.  sir  Eyre  Coote,  knight  of  the 
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bath,  Joshua  Mauger,  esq.,  and  the  petitioners,  were  oan« 
dictates;  and  that  John  Scaplen,  sheriff  of  the  said  countjl!^, 
and  returning  officer  of  the  said  borough,  a  known  friend 
of  the  sitting  members,  presided  at  the  said  election,  and 
shewed  great  partiality  in  favour  of  the  sitting  members"f-; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  knowing  the  right  of  election  for 
the  said  borough  and  countj,  as  welt  by  the  general  laws 
and  custom  of  the  land  as  by  the  particular  constitution  of 
the  said  borough,  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  and  householders 
within  the  same,  paying  scot  and  bearing  lot,  only  polled 
such,  and  had  a  great  majority  of  votes,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned ;  but  the  said  sheriff  rejected  the  votes  of 
the  petitioners,  and  took  upon  himself  to  declare  that  the 
right  of  election  was  in  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough 
exclusively ;  and  that  the  votes  of  the  petitioners  being 
thus  illegally  rejected,  on  casting  up  the  poll  there  ap^ 
peared  a  majority  of  votes  in  favour  of  the  said  sir  Eyre 
Coote  and  Joshua  Maugcr ;  and  therefore  the  said  sheriff 
did  partially,  arbitrarily,  and  illegally,  return  the  said  sir 
Eyre  Coote  and  Joshua  Mauger,  whereas  the  number  of 
votes  for  the  said  petitioners  would  have  far  exceeded  the 
pumber  of  those  for  the  said  sir  Eyre  Coote  and  Joshua 
Mauger,  had  the  petitioners'  votes  not  been  rejected ;  and 
therefore  praying,  &c. 

*  This  U  the  expression  used  in  the  Commons*  Journals, 

t  In  the  proceedings  before  the  committee,  neither  argument  nor  eTtdence  vat 
adduced  in  support  of  these  allegations  of  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  sheriff.  These 
nay  be  attributed  to  the  height  to  which  patty  feeling  then  prerailed  in  the  town, 
and  of  which  an  instance  occurs  in  the  following  extraordinary  presentment  made 
by  the  grand  jury  at  the  quarter  session »  holdeti  a  few  days  after  the  election  :— 

**  We,  the  grand  jury  of  the  town  ta\d  county  of  Poole,  at  the  general  quarter  ses- 
sion of  the  peace,  holden  at  the  guildhall  in  and  for  the  said  town  and  county,  on 
ihe  14th  day  of  October,  in  the  Uth  year  of  the  reign  of  Oeorge  the  Third,  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  &c.  before  John  Bird,  Thomas  Hyde,  esqrs., 
and  others,  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  said  town  and  county,  do  resolve  that 
Mr.  John  Scaplen,  who  was  sheriff  and  returning  officer  on  the  11th  day  of  October, 
Instant,  hath  been  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanour,  and  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 
election,  in  veliising  to  return,  on  the  then  election  of  members  to  serve  in  pai^ia« 
ment  for  the  said  town  and  county  of  Poole,  the  hon.  Chas.  Jas.  Fox  and  John 
'Williams,  esq.,  ohoaen  by  a  great  majority  of  burgesses,  freeholders,  hoaseholden* 
and  other  inhabitants,  paying  scot  and  lot  in  the  said  town ;  and  we  do  approve  and 
recommend  petitions  to  be  presented  to  parliament  praying  relief,  and  to  have  the 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  restored.'* 
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A  pelUion  of  several  persons,  being  iohabi^nt^  and 
houseboldersy  and  also  paying  scot  smd  beariog  Ipt,  ^itbiQ 
&e  borough  and  coimt  j  of  the  town  of  Poole,  wa^  lik^ewisa 
presented  at  the  same  time.  It  was  of  ja  like  efltect  to  jtii^ 
above. 

These  were  (Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration^  /pa 
Tuesday,  March  21 ,  1775. 

On  March  24,  a  committee  was  balloted  for  an4  ftp^ 
pointed^. 

The  proceedings  before  the  committee  occupie4  two 
days.  The  only  question  in  the  cause  was  )?f^be(ther  the 
right  of  election  was  in  th^  burgesses  of  ^he  borough 
^dusively  f  or  in  the  inhabitants  and  bousehold^ers  with^^ 
Ibe  borough  paying  scot  and  bearing  lot. 

Some  arguxnept  arose  whether  the  proceedings  jb^fpiif 
the  house  of  commons,  in  1688,  were  a  determination 
within  the  meaning  jof  the  statute  2nd  George  II.  j  }^ 
the  committee,  without  coming  to  a  decision  on  1i^  .^esr 
tion,  resolved  that  the  parties  sbpuld  proceed  to  gjyf 
evidence  of  the  right  of  election. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  endeavoured  to  pi;97f 
the  right  to  he  as  stated  in  the  petitions,  from  general 
principles  of  law,  ajad  from  the  history,  constitution^  and 
ancient  usage  of  the  borough ;  contending  tbat  (be  general 
rule. of  law  .was,  that  in  boroughs  where  tbere  Wfu?  90  original 
oharter  and  no  prescriptive  usage  limiting  tf^e  right  of 
election,  it  was  in  the  inhabitant  househcJders^  a  rul^ 
recognised  in  a  variety  of  cases  in  Glanville's  book,  aiyl  in 
Whitelook's  x^ommentary : — that  the  ancient  proper  sense 
of  the  word  ^  burgenses'  or  *  .burgesses'  is  the  *  inhabitant^ 
of  a  borough ;'  citing,  as  authorities,  Spelman,  WJbitelock^ 
and  MadoK,  and  the  decisions  of  the  house  o{  ccnunons  in 


*  The  oommiUee  eoniltted  of  the  following  gentlemen  :^ord  Charles  Bpeneer* 
eluirman,  John  El  wet,  esq,,  Charles  Tamer,  esq.,  John  Tempest,  esq.,  Thomas 
Knight,  mq.,  George  OrenviUe,  esq.,  air  WUliam  Ooise,  bart,  Charles  Wolsel«gr, 
esq.,  sir  John  Eden,  hart,  sir  Adam  Ferguson,  hart,  hon.  Lucius  Ferdinand  Car7^ 
Thomas  Powys,  esq.,  Thomas  Edwards  Freeman,  esq. :  nominee  of  the  petitionett^ 
William  Adams,  esq.,  nominee  of  the  sitting  members,  riacount  Ushume. 

2  M 
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the  cases  of  Abingdon  and  Aldborough : — that,  from  an 
inspection  of  all  the  ancient  charters  granted  to  the 
borough  of  Poole,  it  was  evident  that  down  to  that  of  the 
lOth  of  Elizabeth,  ^burgenses*  in  those  charters  meant 
inhabitants: — that  it  also  appeared,  from  inspecting  the 
ancient  returns  from  this  borough  until  that  period,  that 
thej  all  ran  in  the  name  of  the  mayor  and  *  burgenses ;' 
and  that  the  necessary  conclusion  must  be,  that  the  returns 
of  members  of  parliament  and  the  elections  were  made  by 
the  mayor  and  inhabitants  down  to  the  lOth  of  Elizabeth : 
— ^that,  by  the  charter  of  that  year,  the  inhabitants  were 
formed  into  a  separate  integral  part,  distinct  from  bur- 
gesses, by  the  name  of  the  *  commonalty,'  or,  in  Latin, 
*  communitas :' — that  what  had  been  said  of  the  ancient 
sense  of  the  word  burgenses  or  burgesses,  was  true  of  that 
of  the  word  commonalty,  which  might,  by  the  particular 
constitution  and  corporate  name  of  a  place,  signify  a 
restricted  number,  but,  in  its  more  proper  and  common 
acceptation,  comprehended  the  whole  body  of  the  inhabit- 
ants : — ^that,  in  the  charters  subsequent  to  that  date,  the 
two  expressions  ^  commonalty'  and  <  inhabitants'  were  used 
interchangeably : — that  the  inhabitants  had  acted,  in  many 
instances,  under  the  description  of  commonalty ;  and  that 
elections  and  returns  had  been  made  by  the  mayor,  bailiffi, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty,  down  to  the  year  16954^.  It 
was  therefore  contended  that  the  right  of  the  inhabitant 
householders  was  founded  on  the  general  common  law  of 
parliament ;  was  unimpeached  by  any  original  charter  or 
prescriptive  usage;  was  supported,  on  the  contrary,  by 
usage,  proved  down  to  1695,  and  was  only  opposed  by  an 
usage  of  eighty  years :  but  that  no  charter  nor  usage, 
however  ancient,  if  within  the  time  of  legal  memory,  could 
divest  a  right  of  election  clearly  proved  to  have  existed 

•  Some  parole  evidence  was  gi?en  to  abevr  that,  at  an  election  in  1696,  an  Inhalritant 
liouieholder,  not  of  the  aelect  body,  bad  voted ;  bat  that  election  wai  not  eonteited, 
Ittd  (he  evidence  itteU  wai  unsatisfactory. 
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before  the  date  of  8Uch  charter,  or  the  commencement  of 
such  usag^e. 

On  the  part  of  the  sitting  members,  thq  counsel  argued 
that  the  common  law  right,  as  laid  down  in  Glanville» 
might  be  admitted  as  founded  on  general,  political,  and 
constitutional  principles,  which  is  the  manner  in  which  he 
states  it,  but  that  his  doctrine  cannot  be  maintained  or 
deduced  from  history;    and  that  the  early  periods  of 
representation  were  too  obscure  to  authorize  any  general 
system  t — that  the  right  of  election  in  Poole  was  prescript 
tive,  and  did  not  depend  on  any  of  the  charters  which  bad 
been  produced : — that  though  *  burgenses'  and  *  commu* 
nitas*  might,  in  some  boroughs,  comprehend  all  them- 
babitants,  there  were  many  more  instances  where  they 
were  used  for  a  limited  part  of  such  inhabitants :— that 
'  communitas'  was  ill'-translated  *  commonalty,'  and  should 
be  translated  *  community,'  which  expression  never  signi- 
fied all  the  inhabitants  of  a  place ;  and  that  the  Latin  term 
in  old  deeds  for  commonalty,  was  '  commonalitas :' — that, 
in  many  of  the  charters  which  had  been  produced,  <  com- 
munitas' was  used  in  direct  contradistinction  to  'inhabitants:' 
— that  little  solidity  attached  to  arguments  merely  drawn 
from  the  vague  and  inaccurate  expressions  of  old  charters, 
the  tautology  of  tiiose  instruments  being  remarkable  to  a 
proverb  z—that  it  was  the  opinion  of  some  great  lawyers, 
that  inhabitants,  as  such,  were  incapable  of  beiog  corpora- 
tions : — that,  indeed,  if  there  could  be  an  incorporation  of 
the  inhabitants  as  such,  they  might  have  certain  corporate 
rights  and  franchises  under  the  charters,  and  yet  not  have 
a  right  to  vote  for  members  of  parliament ;  that  right  did 
not  depend  on  any  charters ;  it  must  be  discovered  by  the 
usage : — that  the  returns  produced  in  support  of  this  usage 
were  all  sealed  with  the  common  seal ;  and  that  there  was 
no  instance  of  a  common  seal  belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
at  large. 

The  charters  were  given  in  evidence,  as  were  many 
returns,  to  shew  the  usage. 


l^b^  counsel  for  the  peftitioDdrs  replied  to  the  arg^atnelits 
Which  had  been  used  on  the  other  side,  and  enlarged  upon 
ihi  enforced  these  preriouslj  employed  in  faVbtif  of  the 
ftgbt  of  the  inhabitants. 

Oh  Wednesday,  March  29,  the  chairman  inform^  the 
libilsA3,  that  the  cbnltnittee  had  determined  that  the  two 
fittUi^  members  Wetfe  diilj  elected; 

iDispiUed  Return  of  1790:  2l8t  Geo.  III.]— At  the 
&dxi  election,  which  took  place  Sept.  9,  1780,  the  right  of 
SlfebtiOn  Was  again  diluted;  Joseph  Gulston  and  Willtatil 
Morton  Pitt,  esqrs*,  were  candidates,  on  the  interest  of  the 
admitted  burgesses,  and  Joshua  Mauger  and  John  Adams^ 
fe^tjr^.)  Vrere  put  u|[i  by  the  inhabitatit  householders*  The 
Iheriff  (Joseph  Garland^  esq.,)  received  the  rotes  of  the 
Admitted  burgesses  only,  and  returned  Gulston  and  Pitt 

Dn  the  14th  of  November^  a  petition  was  presented  t6 
Ihe  hohse  of  commons,  frbm  Mr.  Mauger,  on  behalf  of 
kitn^etf  and  Mr.  Adafais^  setting  forth  that  at  the  last  elec^ 
tion  of  members  for  the  borough  and  county  of  the  town 
of  Pbole,  Joseph  Gulston^  esq.,  William  Morton  Pitt,  esq., 
Joim  Adams,  esq4,  and  the  petitioner,  were  candidates  | 
bnd  that  th^  inhabitants,  householders  within  the  said 
borough  and  county,  paying  scot  and  beaKng  lot,  hare  a 
i*igiii  to  vote  for  members  to  serve  in  parliament ;  and  that 
tt  majority  of  persons  so  qualified,  duly  tendered  their 
Votes  at  the  poll  m  favour  of  the  petitioner  and  the  said 
John  Adams,  but  were  rejected  by  the  returning  officer, 
whereby  a  majority  of  votes  appeared  on  the  poll  in  fovour 
of  the  said  Joseph  Gulstoil  and  William  Morton  Pitt,  who 
vret6  accordingly  returned,  although  the  petitioner  and  the 
said  John  Adams  were  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  legal 
votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  retiimed ;  and  therefore 
praying  the  house,  &c. 

A  petition,  to  the  like  effect,  from  a  number  of  the  mha* 
bitant  householders,  was  presented  at  the  same  time. 

These  petiiions  were  virtually  sdt  aside  by  a  vote  of  the 


holtte  $  the  lOth  of  April  bcling  fixed  as  the  day  for  taking 
them  into  consideration* 

But  in  the  next  senion  the  business  was  again  proceeded 
with.  Similar  petitions  to  the  abore  were  presented  to  the 
house  on  the  90th  of  Noyember,  and  ord^ed  to  be  taken 
ii^  consideration  on  the  29th  of  January,  on  which  day  a 
totoiftiittee  was  ballotted  ibr  and  appointed4i. 

llie  committee  immediately  proceeded  to  hear  the  con* 
tending  parties ;  and  similar  arguments  and  eridenoe  werd 
used  as  before  the  committee  in  1776. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  1762,  sir  Charies  Gould,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee,  rq>orted  to  the  house  that  they 
had  determined  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  electecL 

IJOispnted  Return  of  1790:  31st  Geo.  III.]— At  the 
general  election  Of  1790,  not  only  was  the  representation  oi 
Poole  the  object  of  a  severe  and  eager  contest  between 
four  candidates  standing  on  the  right  of  the  select  body^ 
but  it  was  also  seized  by  the  mhabitant  householders  as  aa 
opportunity  of  again  asserting  their  right  to  the  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise.  The  election  took  place  on  the  21st 
of  June,  and  the  candidates  on  the  select  bufgess  right 
Were  Benjamin  Lester,  esq.«  the  hon.  Charles  Stuart^ 
Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  esq.,  and  capt.  Robert  Kingsmill, 
R.N.;  whilst  the  inhabitant  householders  tendered  their 
votes  for  lord  Haddo,  son  to  the  earl  of  Aberdeen^  and 
lord  Daer,  son  to  the  earl  of  »Selkiric.  The  sheriff  (Edward 
Allen,  esq.,)  rejected  the  votes  of  the  inhabitant  house* 
holders,  and  the  poll  was  declared  as  follows : — 

Mr.  Lester 50    |    Mr.  Taylor 48 

Mr.Stuart 49    |    Capt  KingsmiU 4S 

Mr.  Lester  and  Mr.  Stuart  were  accordingly  returned  | 


*  Thii  eommittee  was  composed  df  Ihe  following  gentlemen  >-tir  Charlet  Oonld. 
c9itlrmui ;  William  I>nko»  Jan.,  esq.,  BdwtfdRoe  Yeo*  eiq.,  eir  Charlton  Leigbton, 
bait. I  John  Parker,  esq.,  Bame  Bame,  eaq.,  Abd  Smith,  esq.,  William  Praed,  eaq., 
Abr^Mm  RcwUnaon,  eaq.,  Thomas  Liitei,  eaq.,  Henry  Fletcher,  esq.,  the  honbla 
William  Pitt,  Frands  Anneaiey,  esq. ;  nominee  for  the  sitting  meoibers,  Abel 
Uojmft  «q. }  ngmtTCi  tot  the  petttieaen*  John  Siwct,  eaq. 
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and  this  i^urn  was  the  subject  of  two  petitidns  presnted 
to  the  house  of  commons,  and  read  on  the  3rd  of  Dec. 

One  of  these  petitions  was  firOm  lord  Haddo  and  lord 
Daer,  being,  mutatis  mutandis,  precisely  similar  to  that 
presented  hj  Mr.  Mauger  in  1780. 

The  other  petition  was  from  Mr.  Tajlor  and  Mr« 
Kingsmill,  setting  forth  that  the  sheriff,  being  a  known 
friend  of  Lester  and  Stuart,  during  the  course  of  the  elec<« 
tion,  admitted  several  persons  to  vote  for  them  who  were 
not  duly  qualified  to  vote,  and  rejected  several  other 
persons  who  were  legally  entitled  to  vote,  and  who  ten- 
dered their  votes  for  the  petitioners,  and  that  he  acted  in 
other  respects  with  great  partiality ;  and  that  the  sitting 
members  by  themselves,  and  their  agents,  and  other  per- 
sons on  their  behalf,  were  guilty  of  many  acts  of  bribery 
and  corruption,  and  used  threats  and  menaces,  and  other 
undue  means ;  and  that  at  the  time  of  election,  Mr.  Lester 
was  a  contractor  witii  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  and 
thus  was  incapable  of  being  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
parliament. 

These  petitions  were  accompanied  by  others  to  the  like 
effect,  the  former  from  the  inhabitant  householders,  and 
the  latter  from  the  burgesses  supporting  TaylOT  and 
Kingsmill. 

On  the  3rd  of  February,  1791,  the  house  proceeded  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  as  in  the  case  of  three 
parties;  viz.,  the  sitting  members;  the  petitioners,  Mr. 
Taylor  and  Mr.  Kingsmill;  and  the  petitioners,  lord 
Haddo  and  lord  Daertt.  On  the  committee  proceeding 
to  hear  the  petitions,  it  was  agreed  by  all  the  parties,  that 
the  petition  of  lord  Haddo  and  lord  Daer  should  be  deter^ 
mined  first;  for  if  the  committee  should  be  of  opinion  that 

•  The  following  gentlemen  constituted  the  committee  :~Lionel  Darell,  esq.,  Ralpk 
Milbvike,  esq.,  Psul  Benfleld,  esq.,  John  Pitt,  esq.,  Hugh  Barlow,  esq.,  Jtmet 
Martin,  esq.,  Jeremiah  Crutchley,  esq.,  George  Sutton,  esq.,  Gibbs  Crawftird,  esq*. 
Francis  Dickens,  esq.,  Bdward  Lascelles,  esq.,  the  hon.  Charles  Hope,  the  hon. 
Vcre  Poulctt  *,  with  Charles  liong,  esq.,  and  the  earl  of  Caryaflwt,  as  nomioeca. 
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the  right  was  in  the  infaabitants,  the  other  four  candidates 
were  so  inferior  in  point  of  numbers,  that  they  intended  to 
relinqubh  their  respective  claims. 

The  petition  of  lords  Haddo  and  Daer  was  therefore 
first  taken  into  consideration  by  the  committee.  In  this 
instance  the  same  evidence  was  again  adduced  as  had  been 
laid  before  the  committee  on  the  hearing  of  the  petition  of 
Messrs.  Fox  and  Williams,  in  1775,  and  also  before  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Mauger ;  and  a  similar 
course  of  argument  was  pursued  to  that  which  we  have 
abstracted  as  taken  on  the  former  occasion.  The  decision 
of  the  committee  confirmed  that  of  the  two  previous  com- 
mittees, the  determination  being,  *^That  the  right  of 
election  for  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  town 
and  county  of  Poole,  is  in  the  mayor  and  burgesses  only.'* 

The  petition  of  lords  Haddo  and  Daer  having  been  thus 
disposed  of,  a  compromise  took  place  between  the  con- 
tending parties  on  the  poll  of  the  burgesses*  One  vote 
was  added  to  the  poll  of  Mr*  Taylor  and  Mr.  Kingsmill, 
and  another  struck  off  from  that  of  Mr.  Lester  and  Mr« 
Stuart.  The  positions  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Stuart  were 
thus  reversed  on  the  poll,  which  then  stood  as  under : — 

Mr.Le8ter 49    1    Mr.  Stuart.... 4B 

Mr.  Taylor 49    I    Capt.  KingsmiU 46 

The  committee  accordingly  reported  to  the  house,  thai 
the  right  of  election  was  as  above  stated ;  and  that  Mr. 
Lester  and  Mr.  Taylor  were  duly  elected.  The  return 
was  then  amended  in  conformity  with  the  report. 

{^Disputed  Return  of  1701 :  31st  Geo.  III.]— But  al« 
though,  by  the  decision  just  reported,  Mr.  Lester  was 
declared  duly  elected,  that  gentleman  did  not  venture  to 
take  his  seat^  The  allegations  made  in  the  petitions  against 
his  return,  that  at  the  time  of  his  election,  he  was  a  con- 
tractor with  the  government  were  true ;  and  rather  than 
incur  the  risk  of  being  mulcted  in  the  penalty  of  £500 
every  time  he  might  give  his  vote  in  the  house,  he  deemed 
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k  pniddnt  to  vacate  his  86at«  hj  aooepiing  the 
of  the  ChOtern  huDdreds.  A  new  writ  was  issued  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1791 ;  the  election  took  place  on  the  12th 
of  the  same  month ;  and  the  necessary  time  having^  elapsed 
since  the  surrender  of  his  contract,  Mr.  Lester  again 
appeared  as  a  candidate*  He  was  unopposed  so  far  as 
regarded  the  flranchise  of  the  select  bufgesses ;  but  the 
inhabitant  householders  again  resolutely  went  to  the  poll, 
and  tendered  their  votes  for  lord  Da^,  despite  the  four 
repeated  decisions  of  the  house  of  commons  against  their 
eiaim. 

Sfareh  38,  a  petition  was  preseirted  to  the  house  from 
lord  Daer,  setting  forth  the  same  statements  as  were  made 
m  the  former  petitions,  with  the  additional  allegation  that, 
at  the  tine  of  the  election,  Mr.  Lester  was  not  possessed  of 
tile  requisite  qualification  according  to  the  statute. 

This  petition  was  not  brought  on  for  hearing  in  the 
coarse  of  that  session,  and  it  was  raiewed  on  the  tith  of 
Febrasrjr,  1792.  And  on  the  24th  of  tlie  same  month,  the 
inbabkaiit  householders  availed  themselves  of  the  permis- 
sion given  by  the  act  of  the  28th  Geo.  IIL,  c.  52,  to  make 
an  appeal  against  the  last  decision  wjthin  twelve  calendar 
months  {  and  they  accordingly  presented,  on  the  last  day 
allowed  them,  a  petition  of  appeal,  which,  after  reciting 
<he  report  of  the  committee,  set  forth  that  the  petitioners 
were  advised,  and  hnmUy  insisted,  that  the  right  which 
had  been  deemed  valid  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
was  not  the  ancient  and  true  right  of  election  in  the  bo« 
rough  of  Poole;  and  therefore  praying  to  be  admitted  as 
parties  to  oppose  the  right  of  eilection  which  had  been 
deemed  valid  by  the  committee,  &c. 

Neither  of  these  petitions  came  on  for  hearing  that 
session,  the  days  for  their  consideration  being  deferred 
until  the  prorogation. 

A  few  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  parliament,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  house  of 
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commoos,  precisely  similar  to  that  presented  in  the  pre* 
vious  session.  On  the  12th  March,  1793,  a  select  com* 
mittee  was  appointecM^,  who  immediately  proceeded  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  petition ;  and,  on  the  following  d&y, 
reported  to  the  house  that  the  sitting  member  was  duly 
elected.  This  was  the  last  contest  in  which  the  inhabitant 
householders  engaged  in  regard  to  the  elective  franchise. 
The  failure  of  their  endeavours  is,  in  all  probability,  to  be 
attributed  to  a  reliance  upon  the  opinion  that  they  formed 
an  integral  portion  of  the  corporate  body,  designated  by 
the  term  **  commonalty,"  instead  of  standing  upon  their 
common  law  right,  as  the  possessors  of  the  ancient  burgess 
qualification. 

From  thb  period  the  body  of  select  burgesses  continued 
to  exercise  the  right  of  electing  the  representatives  of  the 
borough,  down  to  the  passing  of  the  parliamentary  reform 
act  [2nd  Wm.  lY.,  c.  45] ;  by  which  statute  an  uniform 
qualification  for  electors  was  established  in  all  the  cities 
and  boroughs  in  England  and  Wales ;  such  qualification 
being  the  occupation  of  a  house,  warehouse,  counting- 
house,  shop,  or  other  building,  separately  or  jointly  with 
land,  of  the  yearly  value  of  ten  pounds.  The  privilege  is 
also  preserved  to  those  who  possessed  it  at  the  passing  of 
the  act,  so  long  as  they  continue  qualified,  under  certain  ^ 
limitations  and  restrictions.  Residence  in  or  near  the 
place  to  be  voted  for  is  made  a  principle  pervading  the 
whole  system,  and  all  without  distinction  must  be  registered 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  act. 

Anotiier  act  was  passed  about  the  same  time,  for  regulating 
the  boundaries  of  cities  and  boroughs ;  and  under  this  act 
the  tithings  of  Longfleet  and  Parkstone,  and  the  parish  of 
Hamworthy,  were  united  with  the  ancient  borough,  for  the 


*  ThUi  committee  was  composed  of  lord  Orey,  Robert  Peel,  esq.,  the  bon.  Edward 
Monekton,  Clement  Taylor,  esq.,  Joba  Campbell,  esq.,  Philip  Metcalfe,  esq., 
Laurence  Dundas,  esq.,  sir  Joshua  Vanneck,  bart,  John  Bond,  esq.,  Charles 
Anderson  Pelham,  esq.,  William  Colquhoun,  esq<,  William  Curtis,  esq.,  Franci« 
Annesley,  esq.,  sir  Peter  Bunell,  bart,  James  Aoiyttt,  esq. 

2  N 
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purpose  of  electing  members  of  parliament.  It  has  been 
alr^dy  stated  that,  bj  the  act  for  the  regulation  of 
municipal  corporations,  these  suburban  districts  were 
subsequently  consolidated  with  the  ancient  borough  for 
all  municipal  purposes. 


LIST  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THE 
BOROUGH  OP  POOLE. 

14  Edw.  IlL—John  Goodriche, — Edward  Triscote*. 
96        fj  Edward  Bamaby, — ^Thomas  Shaftbnry. 

42        fi  Richard  Fichebert, — ^Thomas  Plonket. 

31  Hen.  VI. ,  —William  Denny. 

33        ,,  John  Skelton, — ^Thomas  Boyen. 

7  Edw.  IV, — William  Kelsey,— Richard  Fayne. 

12        9«  John  Stone, — John  Flexby. 

17        M            Henry  Martin, — William  Joce. 
1  Hem  VI 11.— John  Bedford, 

Richard  Phelips, — Ralph  Worseley-f*, 

John  Maloke, — ^William  Bedylcome. 

The  same. 

William  Bedylcome, Thomhili. 

William  Bedylcome, —  — 

Thomel, 

Richard  [Lawrence, — John  Carew.] 


3 

ff 

6 

99 

14 

99 

ao 

99 

21 

99 

28 

99 

33 

99 

*  Caiew  and  Willit  both  ttnte  that  Poole  first  sent  members  to  a  council  14  Edw. 
III.,  and  to  two  of  his  parliaments.  Tiz.,  annis  36  ft  42 ;  after  which,  Carcw  says, 
it  intermitted  tiU  the  33d  Uen.  VI. ;  whilst  Willis  [Not :  Pari :  18]  states  that  it  ceased 
jetomlng  members  uutU  the  31st  Hen. VI. ;  since  whidi  time  it  has  constantly  sent. 

i  Hnto^tns  has  preserred  *he  following  memorandnm  respecting  these  represen- 
totires :— **  ISU.^Richard  PheYyp  and  Ralph  Worseley.  85  Feb.  delyveryd  them  for 
their  labor  beyng  boigensys  of  the  parlymeate,  LXs. 
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I  Edw,  VI. — John  Hannam^, — ^Richard  Laurence. 

7        „  Thomas  Whyte, — William  Newman. 

1  Mary. Anthony  Dillington, — John  Scryvyn. 

„  William  Wightman» — ^Richard  Shaw. 

1  &  2Fh.&M. — ^Anthony  Dillington, — ^Andrew  Hourde. 
2&3     „  Robert  Whytt,  esq., — John  Phelips4^. 

4  &  5     „  Thomas  Phelips, — ^Thomas  Goodwyn,  esqrs. 

1  Eliz.— Waiter  Haddon,  LL.D„^— Humphrey  Mychell. 

5    „        Humphrey  Mitchell, — William  Green,  gents. 

13  „        George  Carlton, — William  Newmaq. 

14  „        William  Green, — John  Hastings,  esqrs. 
26    „        Francis  Mills, — Thomas  Vincent,  esqrs. 

28    „        William  Fleetwood,  jun„ — Francis  Mills,  esqrs. 

(a)  John  Hannaii),  esq.,  of  Wimborae  Minster,  was  the  son  of 
Richard  H^nnam,  of  Somerset,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  the  elder  branch 
of  this  family,  seated  at  Purse  Caundle,  having  married  the  heiress  of 
Bishop's  Caundle.  This  John  (lannam  married  Alice,  daughter  of 
Orange,  of  Wimbornc  Minster,  and  from  this  marriage  issued  that  branch 
of  the  family  of  Hanham,  now  seated  at  Wimbome.  In  the  Ist  ft  2nd 
Philip  ft  Mary,  he  had  a  grant  of  lands  in  the  tithing  and  chapelzy  of 
Plush ;  and  in  the  4th  &  5th  of  the  same  reign,  a  grant  of  the  site  of  the 
cell  at  East  Holme,  and  the  tithe  of  the  farm  in  West  Worth,  belonging 
to  it.  He  was  chosen  member  for  Poole,  Ist  Edw.Y X. ;  and  in  the  records 
of  the  town  they  are  said  to  owe  him  "  for  his  burgyschyp,  xzyj«.  yiijd.** 
He  died  2nd  EUz. 

<b)  Dr.  Walter  Haddon,  a  great  restorer  of  the  learned  languages  in 
England,  was  bom  in  1516.  He  distinguished  himself  by  writing  Latin 
in  a  fine  style,  which  he  acquired  by  a  constant  study  of  Cicero.  He 
was  a  strenuous  promoter  of  the  Reformation  under  Edward  YI.,  and 
succeeded  bishop  Gardiner  in  the  mastership  of  Trinity-hall,  Cambridge. 
Ho  concealed  himself  in  Mary's  reign,  but  acquired  the  fayour  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  who  sent  him  as  one  of  the  three  agents  to  Bruges  in  1566,  to 
restore  commerce  between  England  and  the  Netherlands.  He  was  also 
engaged  with  sir  John  Cheke  in  drawing  up  in  Latin  that  useful  code  of 
ecclesiastical  law,  published  in  1571,  by  the  learned  John  Fox,  under 
the  title  of  Reformatio  Legum  Ecdesiasticarum ;  his  other  works  afp 
published  under  th^  title  of  Lucubrations.    He  died  in  1572. 

*  The  following  raemorandam  hai  been  preserreJ  of  this  representative  and  his 
sncoessor :— "  1555.  John  Pheiips.  1557,  Thomas  Phelips.  Burgds  of  Psriiunent 
for  thys  towne  of  Poole,  in  Jinnari.  sno  1507,  for  so  moche  psyde  ont  by  Matthew 
Uaryhmde.  bayle,  for  lecordyng  the  names  of  them,  and  for  yaroUing  aud  other 
cl)argys,  xzxvijs.  ijd." 
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31  Eli^^-Henry  Ashley,  esq/, — Edward  MaHf  mercht 
36    „        James  OrraDge,  esq., — Edward  Man,  merdit 
39  .  ,y        Soger  Maudley, — Edward  Man. 
43    „        Robert  Miller,  esq., — Thomas  Billett,  gent 

1  Jas.  I. — Edward  Man,  gent., — Thomas  Roberts,  merch* 
11  „  Walter  Erie,  esq.^,— «ir  Thomas  Wakingbaniy 
13    ,9        Sir  Walter  Erie,  knt,— Edward  Man.  [jn.  knU 

(c)  Henry  Ashley,  esq.,  was  the  descendant  of  a  noble  and  ancient 
family,  settled  in  Wiltshire  so  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  His 
father  was  knighted  at  the  coronaiion  of  qncen  Mary.  This  Henry  -was 
bom  Sept.  11, 1548,  and  was  appointed  gentleman  pensioner  to  queen 
Eliiabeth.  He  represented  Poole  in  the  parliament  of  the  31st  of  that 
Borereign,  and  was  afterwards  knighted.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of 
lord  Burgh,  by  Catharine  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  carl  of  Lincoln ;  and 
by  her  he  had  three  sons,  who  all  died  without  issue. 

(d)  Walter  Erie,  esq.,  of  Charborough,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Erie, 
esq.,  of  the  same  place.  He  was  knighted  1616.  He  married  Anne, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  sir  Francis  Dymock,  co.  Warwick,  and  by  her 
became  the  possessor  of  the  manor  of  Erdington  and  Pipe,  in  that  county, 
'Which  he  sold,  1st  Charles  1.,  to  sir  Walter  Deverciix,  knt  and  bart. 
He  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  civil  wars,  being  throughout  a  zealous 
partlzan  of  the  parliament,  and  proving  himself  a  mischievous  opponent 
of  the  royal  cause,  particularly  in  the  west  of  England.  He  was  one  of 
the  managers,  in  1641,  against  the  earl  of  Strafford,  at  his  trial,  under* 
taking  to  manage  the  24th  article,  relating  to  the  alleged  design  of  bring- 
ing over  the  army  in  Ireland  to  reduce  England,  which,  for  want  of 
witnesses,  he  failed  to  prove,  and  was  "  very  blank  and  out  of  counte- 
nance." [Whitelock,  p*  40].  The  earl,  we  are  told,  made  a  proper 
defence,  and  lord  Digby  "in  a  very  witty  and  rhetorical  speech  took  off 
air  Walter,"  The  queen,  who  was  present  at  the  trial,  enquired  who 
t)iat  knifl^t  was  whom  lord  Digby  relieved;  and  being  told  that  his  name 
was  sir  Walter  Erie,  she  said  that "  that  water  dog  did  bark  but  not  bite ; 
but  the  rest  did  bite  close. "  [p.  41].  He  was  appointed  by  the  parlia- 
]nen^  to  bo  governor  of  Dorchester,  during  the  troubles ;  and  the  part 
which  he  took  in  those  imhappy  times  may  be  seen  in  Rushworth, 
Whitelock,  and  Nalson's  Collections,  and  in  those  of  the  historians  of 
that  age.  In  1642,  he,  with  Mr.  HoUis,  and  other  ephori  (as  lord 
Clarendon  calls  them),  with  7000  foot,  800  horse,  and  four  pieces  of 
ordnance,  came  from  Wells  to  Sherborne,  to  oppose  the  marquis  of 
Hertford.  He  was  made  lieutenant  of  the  ordnance  in  1643,  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Pym.  In  the  same  year  he  commanded  the  forces  besieg- 
ing Corfe  castle,  and  after  six  weeks'  endeavours,  he  was  repulsed^ 
through  the  noble  bravery  of  lady  Bankes,  and  obliged  to  raise  the  siege. 
Intercepted  letters,  and  some  taken  at  Dartmouth,  written  in  characters, 
were  dccyphered  by  him,  in  1645,  for  which  he  had  the  thanks  of  the 
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18  Jas.  I.— Sir  Walter  Erie,— rir  George  Horsey*,  knts. 
21     „        Sir  Walter  Erie,  knt.,— Edward  Pitt,  esq.' 
1  Chas.  L — Sir  John  Cooper,  knt.  and  bart.^, — Jobi 

Pyne,  esq.,  of  Currj,  Somerset 

house  of  commons.  He  was  one  of  the  four  commissioneTS  to  the  king 
for  peace,  in  1646 :  £750  of  his  aneais  weve  voted  him  the  same  year: 
and  he  was  also  one  of  the  commissioners  to  receiye  the  king  and  conduct 
him  to  Holmeby  house.  A  commission  passed  1647,  for  him  to  be  master 
of  the  ordnance.    He  died  1665. 

(«)  A  sketch  of  the  life  of  sir  George  Horsey,  of  Clifton  Maubank  and 
Melcomb  Horsey,  would  bear  a  sad  testimony  to  the  Ticissxtndes  of  for- 
tune, and  iht  eyiis  of  a  profligate  expenditure.  He  was  knighted  at 
Whitehall,  Feb.  10, 1618,  and  was  possessed  of  a  noble  estate,  which 
had  descended  to  him  from  his  ancestors.  But  this  he  entirely  alienated, 
andgare  the  finishing  stroke  to  a  series  of  fiimily  misfortunes  ^gdach  had 
commenced  with  his  &ther.  From  some  of  his  letters,  in  1637,  to  sir 
George  Morton,  and  others,  it  appears  that  his  manors  of  Honey  and 
Pegges  were  undersold  to  sir  J.  Stawel.  His  wife's  jointure  was  then 
sold ;  and  sir  George  Morton  absconded  into  Wales,  on  account  of  his 
engagements  for  him.  By  other  letters,  dated  1638,  it  appears  that  he 
was  confined  in  Kewgatc;— sir  George  Morton  still  absconded ;— his 
wife  was  sick  in  London;— 4ie  wanted  bread,  liberty,  and  necessaries; 
had  not  sixpence  left,  nor  knew  were  to  get  a  crown ;  for  two  days  he 
had  not  a  farthing  to  buy  bread  for  his  servants,  and  lived  only  on  water 
and  oatmeal  and  three  pennyworth  of  sprats.  In  1639,  he  was  living  at 
his  brother-in-law's,  John  Froke,  esq.,  of  Shroton :  but  a  tradition  says 
he  was  outlawed  for  a  debt  of  £10,  and  died  in  the  county  gaol.  What 
became  of  his  children  is  not  certainly  known.  John,  his  third  son,  was 
killed  at  the  siege  of  Sheibome  castle,  in  the  service  of  the  pariiamtat 

(f)  Edward  Pitt,  esq.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  sir  William  Pitt,  knt,  of 
Stapleton,  Dorset,  and  Stratfieldsay,  Hants,  and  Edith,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Gadbury,  esq.,  of  Ame.  He  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Poole 
at  the  time  of  being  chosen  a  representative  of  the  borongh. 

(g)  Sir  John  Cooper  was  the  son  of  sir  John  Cooper,  knt,  of  an  andent 
family  seated  at  Rockboume,  Hants.  Ho  was  created  to  the  dignity  of 
a  baronet,  by  letters  patent,  dated  July  20, 1622,  being  then  denominated 
of  Rockboume;  and  he  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  by  the  title  of  sir 
John  Cooper,  knight  and  baronet,  was  returned  to  serve  in  pariiament 
for  Poole,  in  1625  and  1627.  His  first  wife  was  Anne,  daug^iter  and 
sole  heiress  of  sir  Anthony  Ashley,  knt,  of  Wimbome  St  Giles, — ^who 
had  acquired  considerable  fame  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  was 
knitted  at  the  taking  of  Cadis,  in  September,  1596,  when  he  served  as 
secretary  of  war.  From  this  marriage  sprang  the  noble  line  of  the  earls 
of  Shaftesbury,  the  fixi t  of  whom  iros  the  eldest  son  of  sir  John  Cooper. 


f  i 
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2  Chas.  I. — Christopher  Erle^, — John  Pyne,  esqrs. 

3  ,,        Sir  John  Cooper,  knt.  &  bart, — ^John  Pjne,  esq. 

15  yj        John  Pjme,  esq., — William  ConsCantine,  esq.» 

recorder.' 

16  ,,        John  Pjne,  esq., — William  Constantine,  esq. 

After  the  displacement  of  Constantine,  a 
new  writ  was  issued,  March  525,  1645,  on 
which  George  Skutt,  esq.,  was  chosen  in  his 
room. 

6  Chas.  II. — No  return. 

6      „        Sir  Anthony  Ashlej  Cooper,  knt.  and  bart.^ 

Lady  Anne  died  July  20,  1628,  leaving  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  Sir 
John  married,  secondly,  Mary,  lady  Morrison  (widow  of  sir  Charles 
Monison,  and  daughter  and  coheir  of  Baptist  Hicks,  viscount  Camden), 
who  survived  without  any  issue  by  him,  and  was  married  thirdly  to  sir 
Richard  AUbrd,  knt.  Sir  John  Cooper  died  March  23,  1631,  and  waa 
buried  at  Rockboume. 

(^}  This  Christopher  Erie,  esq.,  was  descended  from  the  Erles  of 
Charborough,  and  nephew  of  the  celebrated  sir  Walter  Erie,  of  republi* 
can  notoriety.  He  was  the  son  of  Christopher  Erie,  esq.,  of  Stunninster 
Marshall,  who  was  recorder  and  respresentative  of  Lyme  Regis.  Ha 
died  in  1634. 

(1)  Some  memoranda  relative  to  Mr.  Constantine  have  been  given  tmU^ 
p.  240. 

Ck)  Sir  A.  A.  Cooper,  the  celebrated  first  earl  of  Shaftesbuiy,  was  the 
eldest  son  of  sir  John  Cooper,  and  brother  of  George  Cooper,  esq.,  both 
mentioned  as  representatives  of  Poole.  He  was  bom  1621,  and,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1631,  succeeded  to  the  patrimonial  estates. 
In  the  year  1636,  he  became  fellow  commoner  of  Exeter  college,  Oxford, 
under  the  famous  Dr.  Prideaux,  then  rector,  afterwards  bishop  of  Wor- 
cester; but  removed  thence  to  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  studied  the  law,  in 
which  he  attained  the  highest  eminence.  In  1639,  he  commenced  his 
parliamentary  career,  having  been  elected  one  of  the  members  for 
Tewkesbury.  In  1640,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  he  was 
introduced  to  the  king,  at  Oxford,  and  made  the  extraordinary  proposi- 
tion to  his  majesty,  spoken  of  pp.  116,  e<  teq.  From  this  period  sir 
Anthony  became  concerned  in  all  the  political  transactions  of  the 
momentous  and  stirring  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  in  which  his  vigour- 
ous  and  comprehensive  mind,  and  his  statesmanlike  qualities,  well  fitted 
him  to  shine.  His  •character  and  the  events  in  which  he  took  an  eminent 
part,  throu^out  the  fearful  trial  to  which  England  was  suljected,  have 
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8  Ch,  II.— Edward  Butler,  esq. 

11  „        Col.  John  FitzjameSy^ — Samuel  Bond,  esq.*^ 

12  „        Sir  Walter  Erie,  knt., — George  Cooper,  esq.* 

13  „        John  Morton,  esq.*^, — sir  John  Fitzjames,  knt. 

become  matters  of  national  rather  tHan  local  import ;  and  requiite  space 
and  attention  beyond  what  can  here  be  derotod  to  them.  During  the 
early  years  of  the  rebellion,  sir  Anthony  was  found  the  adrocate  of 
rational  liberty,  and  the  firm  assertor  of  the  rights  of  Protestantism. 
The  subsequent  opponent  of  the  despotic  yiews  of  Cromwell ;  he  was 
the  (arourer  of  that  restoration  of  the  exiled  royal  family  which  was 
ultimately  effected.  On  this  event  taking  place,  he  was  sworn  of  the 
privy  coimcil  at  Canterbury,  May  26,  1660 ;  was  created  baron  Ashley, 
of  Wimbome  St  Giles,  April  20,  1661,  according  to  a  stipulation  in  his 
father's  marriage  settlement,  that,  if  the  family  should  ever  arrive  at  a 
peerage,  their  title  should  be  that  of  Ashley.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  one  of  the  three  commissioners 
of  the  treasury ;  May  27,  1667,  lord  lieutenant  of  Dorset  and  Poole ; 
1671,  lord  Cooper,  of  Pawlet,  co.  Somerset;  and  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  by 
patent,  April  23,  1672 ;  Nov.  14,  in  the  same  year,  lord  chancellor ;  and 
president  of  the  council,  in  1679.  His  lordship  died  at  Amsterdam,  Jan. 
21, 1682^  The  ship  which  transported  the  body  to  England  was  hung 
round  with  mourning,  and  adorned  with  streamers  and  escutcheons. 
The  corpse  was  landed  at  Poole,  where  the  principal  gentlemen  of 
Dorsetshire,  to  manifest  the  regard  which  they  had  for  the  memory  of 
lord  Shaftesbury,  assembled  together,  though  uninvited,  and  attended  his 
body  to  his  ancient  seat  at  Wimbome  St.  Giles,  in  the  church  of  which 
he  was  honourably  interred ;  where  also  a  monument,  bearing  a  com- 
pendious histoiy  of  his  career,  was  afterwards  erected  by  the  fourth  earL 

(1)  Col.  sir  John  Fitzjames  was  the  son  of  Leweston  Fitqames,  esq.,  of 
Leweston,  in  the  county  of  Dorset.  During  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
he  took  an  active  and  decided  part  on  behalf  of  the  royal  family ;  and,  im 
1645,  his  estate  at  Leweston,  valued,  in  1641,  at  £1^  per  annum,  was 
sequestered  by  the  parliament.  On  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  he 
was  knighted  by  that  monardi,  and  from  that  time  he  continued  to  sit  im 
parliament  as  the  representative  for  Poole,  until  his  decease  in  1670. 
There  is  a  monument  to  the  Fitzjames  family  in  Sherborne  church,  in  a 
chapel  in  the  south  side  of  the  choir. 

(»)  He  was  also  recorder  of  the  town  during  the  deprivation  of 
Constantine. 

(n)  This  George  Cooper,  esq.,  was  son  of  the  sir  John  Cooper  mentioned 
above,  and  brother  to  the  first  earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

(o)  He  was  of  the  family  of  Morton,  originally  seated  at  Morton  or 
Marton,  in  Hanrorthi  Nottinghamshire,  which,  wiUi  other  hamlets,  were 
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22  Ch.  II.— Thomas  Trenchwrd,  esq.P,  vice  sir  John  Fitas- 

jaroesy  deceased. 
25     „        Thomas    Stran^wajrs,    esq.,    vice    Thomas 

Trencbard,  esq.»  deceased. 

81     ,>        Thomas  Chafin,  esq."*,— Henry  Trenchard,  esq. 

81      „        Hemy  Trenchard,  esq.,— Thomas  Chafin,  esq. 

38     „        Thomas  Chafin,  esq., — Henry  Trenclmrd,  esq. 

1  Jas.  11.— Thomas  Chafin,  esq.,— William  Etiricke,  esq."^ 

long  the  iiihexitance  of  this  family,  who  held  land^  there  in  1289.  He 
was  member  for  Poole  in  the  13th  Car.  II.,  and  afterwards  sat  for  Wey- 
mouth and  Melcombe  Regis  in  the  seyeral  parliaments  from  the  31st  Car. 
Il.»  to  the  2nd  W.  &  M.    He  died  1698,  aged  71. 

(P)  He  was  son  to  Thomas  Trenchard,  esq.,  of  Wolveton,  and  grandson 
to  sir  Thomas  Trenchard,  of  the  same  place,  who  was  knighted  by  king 
James,  in  1613.  He  was  member  for  Poole  22nd  Car.  IX.,  and  died  in 
1673. 

fM  Bfr.  Chafin  was  of  a  family  eminent  throughout  the  struggles  of  the 
setenteenth  century  for  their  doTOtion  to  the  royal  cause.  They  came 
originally  out  of  Wiltshire,  and  in  the  risitation  book  fbr  that  county, 
1565i  there  are  six  descents  of  them  giyen.  The  branch  settled  at  Chettlc, 
in  Darsetidiire,  of  whidi  the  above  Thomas  was  a  member,  is  not  yet 
eztanot>  but  has  taken  the  name  of  Grove.  Thomas  Chafin,  esq.,  the 
fother  ofHhe  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  a  very  active  partisan  of  Charles 
I.,  in  his  struggles  with  the  parliament.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
parliamentary  forces  garrisoned  at  Poole ;  and,  in  1645,  the  governor, 
colonel  John  Bingham,  allowed  him  to  go  on  his  parole  for  forty  days, 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  settle  his  affiurs  with  the  parliament. 
His  estatat  were  sequestered ;  but  he  eventually  compounded  for  them, 
and  paid  £900.  His  son,  who  was  afterwards  member  for  Poole,  was 
boni  in  1650.  Whilst  he  sat  as  member  for  Poole,  he  commanded  a 
troop  of  horse,  raised  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  at  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor, 
against  the  duke  of  Monmouth ;  and  he  was  a  very  active  officer  in 
quelling  the  rebellion  headed  by  that  ill-advised  and  ill-fated  youth.  Five 
letters,  written  by  Mr.  Chafin  to  his  wilb  at  Chettle,  both  before  and 
after  the  battle,  are  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  He  died  1691,  and 
in  the  church  at  Chettle  is  an  epitaph  to  his  memory, 

(r)  William  Ettricke  was  the  son  of  Anthony  Ettricke,  esq.,  recorder  of 
Poole.  On  a  mural  monument  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  church  of 
Wimbome  Minster,  is  an  inscription  said  to  have  been  written  by 
Matthew  Prior. 
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1  Win.  &  M:— Sir  Nathaniel  Napier,  knt  and  bart/-- 

Henry  TVenduyrd,  e8q,4^ 

(•)  Sir  Nathaniel  Napier  was  descended  from  an  ancient  Scottish  fkmOy, 
Imt  settled  for  seTeral  generations  at  More  Oritchell,  in  Dorsetshire.  Ha 
was  the  son  of  sir  Gerard  Napier,  hart.,  and  was  edneatM  at  Oriel  eel* 
lege,  Oxford.  He  married  his  first  lady  (Blanch,  daughter  and  coJieir  * 
of  sir  Hugh  Windham,  knt„  justice  of  the  common  pleas,)  in  his  father's 
lifetime,  and  lired  eight  or  nine  years  after  at  Edmondesham,  In  1667, 
he  went  with  his  relation,  secretary  Coventry,  as  ambassador  into  Hoi* 
land,  where  he  spent  about  three  months,  and  wrote  an  account  of  that 
country.  He  much  beautified  and  adorned  the  house  and  gardens  at 
Oritchell,  and  rebuilt  great  part  of  Middlemarsh  hall,  the  ancient  seat  of 
the  fkmily.  In  1676,  he  was  elected  knight  of  the  shire ;  and  was  chosen 
member  for  Poole  and  Corfe  OasUe  in  seTeral  parliaments,  t  Car.  II, 
and  Jac.  II.  He  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  for  the  borough  of  Poole 
the  diarter  granted  to  it  4th  Jac.  11,,  just  before  that  monarch  quitted  tho 
throne  and  kingdom.  In  1698,  with  his  second  li^dy,  (Susan,  daughter 
of— Guise,  esq,,  of  Gloucestershire,)  he  went  into  France  %nd  Italy, 
and  returned  in  1700.  In  1701,  he  made  a  second  tour  into  HoUand, 
and  the  same  year  was  elected  representatlTe  for  Porchester*  In  the  first 
parliament  of  queen  Anne,  with  his  son  Nathaniel ;  and  was  again  chosen 
for  that  borough  in  the  next  parliament.  In  April,  1704,  he  made 
aDother  short  tour  into  Holland,  intending  to  go  into  HanoTor,  but  being 
taken  ill,  soon  returned ;  and  two  years  afterwards  went  to  Spa,  whero 
he  recovered  his  health,  but  died  the  year  after  his  return  home,  and  was 
buried  at  Mintern,  Upon  the  brasen  eagle  on  which  the  Bible  lies  in 
Oriel  college  ohapel,  is  this  written,  "  Hanc  Orielenaibus  dedit  aquilant ' 
Nathaniel  Naper,  armiger,  Gerardi  Naper,  de  Middlemarsh  hall,  in  com* 
itata  Dorset,  militis  et  baronetti.  Alius  unicus,  et  hujus  ooUegii  aodxm 


*  Jn  an  old  MS.  Journal  of  occan«ncet  in  Poole  about  this  period,  aie  some 
cnrioQs  ea^tncts  in  reference  to  prooeedingt;  prdlminary  to  this  eleettoa*  These 
entries  are  subjoined  >« 

«*  1689V  April  13.  News  of  the  floronatlon  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary  t 
great  n^oldng  at  Poole. 

*•  April  ^.  Several  geatleme n  doxa  I«ondou  to  di»ooTer  the  constitation  of  Poole  | 
who  desired  a  vestry. 

**  Two  messengers  from  London  for  the  same  purpose, 

••  May  4.    PubHc  notices  tpr  a  vestry  the  following  Tuesday, 

*•  The  mayor  and  oorporatlon  attended,  with  near  300  of  the  inhabitants,  tn  the 
body  of  the  church,  when  the  minister,  alter  public  serrice  and  an  extempore 
prayer,  opened  the  cause  of  their  assembling,  advising  that  at  this  crisis,  which  was 
most  promising  fbr  ftiture  peace,  care  ought  both  now  and  erer  to  be  had  in  the 
^oioe  of  member*  to  serve  in  parliament,  that  Poole  may  not  be  blaipedr 

<*  The  town  clerk  then  desired  that  all  would  be  unanimous  in  their  choice  for 
ever  in  regard  to  the  members. 

«'  The  mayor  concluded  with  saying  that  the  welfiie  of  the  town  of  Poole  greatly 
depended  on  the  unanimity  of  their  choice  of  members ;  and  hoped  that,  at  their 
ncjU  meetiug,  which  will  be  three  weefcs»  all  this  dssiied  end  would  be  snswered,** 

2  O 
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2  W^  &  M.-^ir  Nathaniel  Napier,  knt.  and  bart^ — sir 

John  Trenchard,  knU^ 

commensalis,  1654.*'  On  presenting  to  the  borough  of  Poole  the  charter 
which  he  had  been  the  moans  of  obtaining,  air  Nathaniel  was  elected  a 
burgess  of  the  borough;  and  at  the  same  time  he  made  a  considerable 
diaritable  benefaction  to  the  town. 

(t)  Sir  John  Trenchard,  knt^  was  descended  from  the  ancient  and 
respectable  family  of  Trenchard,  tracing  up  to  Paganua  Treuchard,  f. 
Hen.  I.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Thomas  Trenchard,  esq.,  of  WoIyc- 
ton,  CO.  Dorset;  but  was  himself  settled  at  Bloxworth.  He  was  an 
actiye  partixan  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  in  whose  rebellion  he  was  fiur 
engaged ;  and  was  charged  with  an  attempt  to  raise  a  body  of  men  in 
Taunton,  in  which,  however,  he  failed.  Bishop  Bumct  says  of  him,  "  he 
got  out  of  England,  and  Uyed  some  years  beyond  sea,  and  had  a  true 
knowledge  of  foreign  afiairs.  He  was  a  calm  and  sedate  man,  and  much 
more  moderate  than  could  have  been  expected,  since  he  had  been  & 
leading  man  in  a  party.*  He  had  too  great  a  regard  for  the  stars,  and  too 
Uttle  for  religion.  He  had  moved  the  exclusion  bill  In  the  house  of 
commons."  He  was  at  dinner  with  Mr.  William  Speke,  at  Ilminster, 
when  advice  came  of  the  defeat  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  at  Sedgemoor. 
Mr.  Trenchard  immediately  mounted  his  horse,  and  advised  Mr.  Speke 
to  do  the  same,  lest  he  should  be  seized  and  hanged  for  his  attachment 
to  the  duke.  Mr.  Trenchard  reached  Lytchett,  but  instead  of  going  to 
his  house,  concealed  himself  in  the  lodge  of  the  park,  belonging  to'  the 
keeper,  whom  he  sent  to  secure  him  a  passage  on  board  a  vessel  at 
Weymouth.  Tradition  says  that,  at  the  moment  he  was  embarking,  his 
fiiend  Speke  was  hanging  before  his  own  door  at  Ilminster.  He  became 
the  confidential  friend  of  king  William,  by  whom  he  was  conunissioned 
to  concert  measures  with  his  friends  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  insure 
his  favourable  reception ;  for  which  purpose  he  made  several  voyages  to 
Holland,  and  finally  attended  the  king  when  he  came  over  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  government  He  was  seijeant  at  law  to  king  William  and 
queen  Mary ;  and  chief  justice  of  Chester.  Upon  king  WilUam's  offering 
to  make  him  a  judge,  he  declined,  alleging  his  incompetency  for  the 
office,  and  contented  himself  with  the  place  of  chief  justice  of  Chester. 
March  23,  1692-3,  sir  John  Trenchard  was  sworn  one  of  their  majesties* 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  of  the  privy  council.  He  was  bred  at 
New  college ;  and,  in  some  parliaments,  represented  the  borough  of 
Poole;  in  others  sat  for  that  of  Taunton.  He  died  1695,  and  is  buried 
at  Bloxworih,  where,  on  a  mural  monument,  the  following  epitaph 
records  his  memory;— 

«'  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Sir  JOHN  TRENCHARD,  kt. 

of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Trenchards  in 

Dorsetshire.     He  was  called  to  the  degree  of  Serjeant 

at  law,  and  made  their  majesties'  seijeant  by  k.  William 
and  q.  Mary,  and  also  chief  justice  of  Chester,  and 
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7  Win.  111. — Hod.  Antbony  lord  Ashlej^,  vice  sir  John 

Trenchard,  deceased. 
7        „  Hon.  Anthony  lord  Ashley ,-7sir  Nathaniel 

Napier,  knt  and  bart. 
10        ,9  William  Joliiffei  esq.^, — William  Phippard, 

esq.^ 

principal  secretary  of  state;  which  offices  he  faithfully 

discharged  till  his  death.     He  was  ^om  March  30,  1640; 

and  dyed  April  27,  1695,  in  the  55th  yearof 

his  age. 

He  left  four  sons,  George,  Henry,  John,  and 

William,  and  three  daughters,  Eliiabeth, 

Mary,  and  Anne,  by  dame 

Philippa,  his  wife ; 

who 

this  monument  has 

erected  to  his 

memory." 

(n)  Anthony  lord  Ashley,  afterwards  third  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  was 

the  celebrated  author  of  the  Characteristics  and  other  woiks.    He  was 

bom  at  Exeter  house,  Feb.  26, 1671.    His  grandfather,  the  great  eaxl, 

superintended  his  early  education ;  and,  at  eleren  years  of  age,  he  was 

able  to  converse  bolh  in  Latin  and  Greek.    In  1683,  he  went  abroad 

with  his  tutor  and  sir  John  Cropley,  who  lived  in  the  greatest  intimacy 

with  him  the  rest  of  his  life.    On  the  death  of  sir  John  Trenchard,  he 

was  chosen  member  for  Poole.     In  1709,  he  married  Jane,  daughter  of 

Thomas  Ewer  esq.,  and  died  1712.    The  lEbllowing  epitaph  is  engraved 

on  a  most  exquisitely  sculptured  monument,  in  the  church  of  Wimboms 

SU  Giles  ;— 

"Polite  Literatures, 

in  the  person  of  a  muse,  laments  the  death 

of  her  most  distinguished  votary, 

the  right  honourable  ANTHONY  ASHLEY  COOPER, 

third  earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

He  was  bom  Feb.  26, 1670, 

and  died  Feb.  14, 1712." 

U)  William  Jolliffe,  esq.,  was  a  merchant  of  Poole,  of  a  family  long 
intimately  connected  with  the  most  important  mercantile  interests  of  the 
town,  and  of  which  several  branches  are  now  existing.  He  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Peter  Jollilfe,  whose  signal  courage  in  taking  a  French 
privateer,  with  the  assistance  of  two  hands  only,  has  been  already 
recorded,  p.  139. 

<▼)  William  Phippard,  esq.,  was  a  wealthy  and  eminent  merchant  of 
the  port  of  Poole.    He  was  chosen  representative  in  parliament  for  that 
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VI W.  Ut«— Sir  William  Pblppatd,  knt^.—Willium  Joliife, 
13      „  iThesame*  [esq. 

1  Anne*  —  The  same. 

4      91         The  samet  — Samuel  Weston,  esq. 

7      ,,  William  LeWen^  esq*^ — Thomas  Ridge,  esq« 

0      9,  Thomas  Ridge,  esq., — Sir  William  Phippard, 

0  „  Sir  William  JLewen,  knt.,  vice  Thomas   [kaU 

Ridge,  esq.,  expelled.^ 
12      „  Sir  William  Lewen,  knt., — George  Trench-* 

ard,  esq.y 

1  Geo.  L — Sir  William  LeWen,  knt, — George  Trench-* 

ard>  esq* 

boroti^  ib  1698, 10th  W.  III.,  and  was  knighted  by  that  monarch  in 
the  following  year.  With  the  exception  of  one  parliament,  he  continued 
to  represent  the  borough  until  the  i2th  Anne.  He  was  a  benefactor  to 
the  town  of  Poole;  and,  in  1695,  gave  £40  towards  repairing  and 
adorning  the  church,  as  is  learnt  from  an  inscription  that  was  made  on 
the  wail  of  the  notth  aisle  of  the  old  churoh.  He  went  through  the 
tazious  municipal  offices,  and  was  twice  elected  to  the  mayoralty,  yii*, 
in  the  years  1697  and  1708.    He  died  Jan.  23, 1783,  aged  73. 

W  Sir  William  Lewen  was  the  son  of  Robert  Lewen,  of  Wimbome^ 
and  brother  of  George  Lewen,  esq.,  who  carried  on  an  extensire  com*' 
mercial  business  at  Poole.  Sir  William  was  lord  mayor  of  London  in 
1717,  and  died  March  16, 1721-2,  ag«d  65. 

(7)  He  was  the  son  of  sir  John  Trenchturd ;  and,  with  the  exception  of 
one  parliament,  he  represented  the  borough  of  Poole  from  1713  to  1754. 
By  his  marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  coL  Thomas  Trenchard,  of 
WoWeton,  he  became  possessed  of  the  estates  of  another  branch  of  his 
family,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Trenchards  of  Lytchett,  Bloxworth, 
and  Sturminster  Marshall.  His  lady  was,  by  her  father's  will,  obliged  to 
marry  a  son  of  sir  John  Trenchard,  of  Bloxworth.  Mr.  Trenchard  died 
1658. 


*  The  Tteaney  which  sir  William  Lewen  was  elected  to  fill,  was  oceasioned  by  the 
expulsion  of  Mr.  Ridge.  Thia  Mr.  Ridge  was  the  queen's  cooper  at  Portsmouth  j 
and  had  contracted  to  supply  5,513  tuns  of  beer,  but  had  deUvered  only  8,318  tuns; 
for  the  remaining  2,300,  he  paid  a  composition  to  the  pursers  at  the  nte  of  80s.  per 
tun,  whilst  he  had  56s.  per  tun  of  the  queen.  There  was  a  long  examination  on  the 
sul)|jeet  before  the  house  of  commons,  Feb.  15, 1710«11,  when  the  committee  com- 
puted the  loss  to  her  mi^ty  to  have  been  £18,848  15s.  Mr.  Ridge  said,  in  his 
Justification,  that  it  was  a  common  practice,  and,  indeed,  many  frauds  of  Uie  Und 
were  prored  before  the  committee,  who  came  to  resolutions,  stating  the  fkcts  proved ; 
expdUng  Mr.  Ridge  from  the  house ;  and  lecommendiag  that  her  Bu^Jiity  wonid 
direct  her  attorney-general  to  prosecute  him. 


BIBNICIIPAI.  HISTORY. 

6  Geo*  L — George  Trenchard,  esq*^— Thomas  Ridge,  esq. 
1  Geo.  IL — George  Trencfaard,  esq.,'— Dennis  Bond,  esq. 
6      ,,  Thomas  Wyndbanii  esq.,  vice  Dennis  Bondt 

expelled.* 
B      ,,         Geoi^  Trenchard,  esq., — Thomas  Wynd* 

ham,  esq. 
18      „         Joseph  Gulston,  esq.,— Thomas  Missing,  esq* 
20      „         The  same,  — George  Trenchard,  esq. 

37      „  Sir  Richard  Littleton,  knt.4^, — Joseph  Gul- 

ston,  esq. 
1  Geo.  III. — ^Thomas  Calcraft,  esq., — Joseph  Gulston,  esq. 
6        „  Joseph  Gulston,  jun.,  vice  Joseph  Gulston, 

appointed  to  the  stewardship  of  East 
Hendred. 
8        „         Thomas  Calcraft,  esq. — Joshua  Mauger,  esq.<f> 
14        „         Joshua  Mauger,  esq., — sir  Eyre  Goote,  K.B. 
20        „         Joseph  Gulston,  esq.,  —  William   Morton 

Pitt,  esq.« 

(s)  DennU  Bond  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Bond,  of  Creech  Grange^ 
esq.,  whom  he  succeeded  in  the  recordership  of  Poole.  His  expulsion 
from  the  house  took  place  in  consequence  of  Itts  haring  been  engaged  in 
a  clandestine  and  fraudulent  contract  for  underselling  the  Derwentwater 
estates.  Mr.  Bond,  and  segeant  Birch,  two  of  the  commissioners  and 
trustees  for  the  sale  of  the  estates,  and  sir  John  Eyles,  member  for 
London,  were  concerned  in  this  transaction,  for  which  the  two  former 
were  expelled  the  house  of  commons,  and  the  latter  was  reprimanded  ia 

his  place.    For  a  few  other  memoranda  relating  to  Mr.  Bond,  v,  p.  243. 

« 

(a)  WiUiam  Morton  Pitt,  of  BLingston  Maureward,  Dorset,  esq.,  was,  on 
the  death  of  the  late  earl  of  Chatham,  the  sole  male  representatire  of  the 
ancient  funily  of  Pitt,  long  seated  in  Dorsetshire,  and  at  Stratfieldsay, 
Hants,— a  family  which  has  been  raised  to  the  dignity  of  the  peerage  in 
the  fomr  titled  branches  of  Riyers,  Camdford,  Chatham,  and  London* 
deny.  The  first  of  these  titles,  created  in  1776,  (to  the  Met  line  firom 
John  Pitt,  clerk  of  the  exdtequer,  i,  Eiiz.,)  became  extinct  in  the  race 


*  In  Dec  1756  [80  Geo.  II.],  sir  Richard  Littleton,  K.B.,  was  re>eleoted.  baring 
▼seated  his  seat  by  accepting  the  titoaiion  of  master  of  the  Jewd  oiBoe. 

i'  A  petition  baring  been  presented  againat  the  return  of  Mr.  Manger  on  the  ground 
of  hia  seat  baring  been  gained  by  a  wholesale  sort  of  bribery,  bla  election  was  declared 
roid,  and  a  new  writ  was  accordingly  issued ;  but  he  appeals  to  bars  been  ze-elected 
immediately  aitsrwiMs. 
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of  Pitt,  in  1828,  but  has  been  perpetuated  in  that  of  Bedcfbrd  (now,  by 
assoinptioD,  Pitt-Riren).  The  second,  created  in  1784,  to  Thomas  Pitt, 
expired  in  1804,  on  the  premature  death  of  his  eccentric  son,  the  second 
lord  Gamelford.  The  title  of  Chatham,  originating  in  1761,  expired  in 
1835.  That  of  Londonderry,  conferred  in  1719,  as  a  barony,  and  in 
1726,  aa  an  earldom,  on  the  youngest  son  of  the  iamona  goTemor  Pitt, 
the  purchaser  of  the  Orleans  diamond,  became  extinct  with  his  younger 
son,  the  third  earl,  in  1764.  Mr.  Wm.  Morton  Pitt  was  the  eldest  and 
only  surriTing  son  of  John  Pitt,  esq.,  of  Encombe,  a  commissioner  of 
trade  and  plantations,  sunreyor  of  woods  and  forests,  and  M.P.  for 
Wareham  and  Dorchester,  (who  was  an  uncle  of  half-blood  to  the  first 
lord  Riyers,)  by  Marcia,  daughter  of  Marcus  Morgan,  esq.,  of  Ireland. 
His  name  of  Morton  was  derived  from  a  remote  ancestor :  his  great- 
great-grandmother,  the  wife  of  Edward  Pitt,  esq.,  of  Stratfieldsay* 
(married  in  1620,)  having  been  Rachel,  daughter  of  sir  George  Morton* 
of  Milbome  St.  Andrew,  Dorset,  bart. 

Mr.  Morton  Pitt  was  a  member  of  Queen's  college,  Oxford,  and 
matriculated  March  14, 1772 :  but  quitted  the  university  without  taking 
a  degree. 

He  first  entered  the  house  of  commons  at  the  general  election  of  1780^ 
aa  a  burgess  for  Poole,  in  association  with  Joseph  Golston,  esq.,  having 
defeated  Joshua  Manger,  esq.,  one  of  the  former  members,  and  John 
Adams,  esq.,  who  petitioned  against  the  return,  but  without  success.  In 
1784,  he  was  re-chosen,  together  with  the  late  Michael  Angelo  Taylor, 
esq. ;  and,  in  1790,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  county  members,  in  the 
room  of  his  cousin,  the  hon.  Geo.  Pitt,  the  late  lord  Rivers.  On  the  17th 
of  April)  1791,  he  vacated  hit  seat,  on  what  account  we  are  unaware,  by 
accepting  the  Chiltem  hundreds;  but  was  re-elected;  as  he  was  again  to 
the  seven  following  parliaments;  and  finally  retired  from  parliamentary 
Ufe  in  1826.  He  generally  supported  the  measures  of  his  kinsman,  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  the  line  of  national  policy  marked  out  by  that  great  statesman* 
and  followed  by  his  tory  successors.  He  was  one  of  the  members  chosen 
on  the  part  of  Uie  house  of  commons,  Feb.  24, 1803,  to  form  the  court  of 
East  India  judicature.  Whilst  he  sat  as  the  representative  of  Poole,  he 
presented  that  borough  with  a  magnificent  pair  of  maces  to  be  borne 
before  the  mayor,  and  with  two  superb  glass  chandeliers  for  the  guildhall. 

In  1779,  Mr.  Morton  Pitt  was  appointed  lieut.-colonel  of  the  Dorset- 
shire militia. 

Essentially  a  public  man,  throughout  a  long  and  laborious  life,  Mr.  Pitt 
had  the  rare  success  of  obtaining  the  good  will  o(  and  giving  satisfaction 
to,  all  classes  and  parties :  and  whether  as  an  active  county  magistrate^ 
the  duties  of  which  office  he  fulfilled  with  seal,  ability,  and  discretion, 
for  upwards  of  half  a  century ;  or  in  the  senate,  where  he  sat  for  forty-six 
years,  his  time  and  exertions  were  unremittingly  devoted  to  the  public 
good.  Nor  was  his  private  life  less  worthy.  Beloved  by  his  family, 
esteemed  by  his  friends,  and  honoured  by  all,  he  passed  through  life 
distinguished  by  the  possession  of  the  purest  virtues,  and  by  the  exercise 
of  a  diffusive  phiianthrophy,  and  extensive  practical  benevolence. 


41 

»> 

42 

>f 

47 

9f 

47 

»> 

MUNICIPAL  HISTORY.  SS7 

24  Geo.  III. — William  Morton  Pitt,  esq., — Michael  An^lo 

Taylor,  esq.^ 
31        ,9  Benjamin  Lester,  es({.9  —  Michael  Angelo 

Taylor,  esq. 
96        „  Hon.  major-gen.  Charles  Stuart,  K.6. — John 

Jeffery,  esq. 
George  Garland,  esq.,  vice  Stuart,  deceased.4^ 
John  Jeffery,  esq., — George  Garland,  esq. 
The  same. 

[2d.  pari.]  John  Jeffery,  esq., — sir  Richard 
Hussey  Bickerton^,  bart.«f 

To  encourage  industry  and  detach  the  population  from  smuggling,  Mr. 
Pitt  established  a  manufactory  for  cordage  and  sail  cloth,  near  hia 
domain  in  the  isle  of  Purbeck,  and  he  also  erected,  at  his  own  expense, 
a  manufactory  for  hats  in  the  gaol  at  Dorchester.  He  was  likewise  one 
of  the  first  promoters  of  Sunday  schools,  and  addressed,  in  1789,  a  public 
letter  to  the  London  society,  established  for  their  encouragement,  con- 
taining a  plan  for  the  formation  of  district  committees  and  county  societies 
in  furtherance  of  their  objects.  He  published,  in  1798,  an  address  to  the 
landed  interest,  on  the  deficiency  of  habitations  and  fuel  for  the^xse  of 
the  poor :  and  he  was  the  author  of  several  conmiunications  to  the  Bath 
agricultural  papers,  and  Young's  annals  of  agriculture.  He  contributed 
to  the  2nd  edition  of  Hutchins's  History  of  Dorsetshire,  which  was 
dedicated  to  him. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Margaret,  daughter  of 
John  Gambier,  esq.,  goyemor  of  the  Bahama  islands,  by  whom  he  had 
an  only  daughter,  Sophia,  who  was  married  Sep.  9,  1806,  to  Charles, 
second  and  present  earl  of  Romney,  and  died  in  1812,  leaving  issue, 
Charles,  viscount  Marsham,  and  four  daughters.  Mr.  Pitt  married, 
secondly,  in  1815,  Grace  Amelia,  daughter  of  Henry  Seymer,  esq.,  of 
Hanford,  Dorset,  D.C.L.,  by  whom,  who  survived  him,  he  leA  issue,  a 
son  and  heir,  and  two  daughters.    Mr.  Pitt  died  Feb.  28, 1836. 

(b)  A  memoir  of  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  given,  p.  842. 

C«)  Sir  Richard  Hussey  Bickerton,  bart.,  K.C.B.  and  K.Q.,  admiral  of 
the  red,  general  of  royal  marines,  F.R.S.,  &c.    This  distinguished  officer 


*  Mr.  Garltnd,  having  been  t  eontiaetor  with  government  at  the  time  of  hit  return, 
salisequently  vacaled  lJ»  seat,  and  the  impedbncnt  befog  removed,  he  was  re*^ected. 

f  A  doable  retam  was  made  at  this  election.  The  candidates  were  Mr.  Jefllny. 
Mr.  Garland,  tnd  sir  Richard  Bickerton.  The  numbers  for  the  last  two  were  equal ; 
and  a  double  return  being  made,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  istned,  on  whieh  lif 
B.  Bickerton  was  letumed. 
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bofA  Oct*  11, 1759*  tke  only  BQzrlnBg  son  of  rear  admiral  atr  Rlck< 
ard  Bickerton,  M.P.  for  Rochester.  He  entered  the  naral  serrice  in 
Dec.,  1771,  as  a  midshipmaii  on  board  the  Marlborough,  74,  commanded 
by  his  finther,  with  whom  he  removed,  in  Oct.,  1773,  into  the  Princess 
Augusta,  yacht,  and  from  her  into  the  Medway,  60,  in  which  he  con- 
tinned  until  1776»  was  then  sent  to  the  Enterpiise  frigate,  and  afterwards 
joined  the  Invincible,  74.  In  Dec,  1777,  Mr.  Bickerton  was  made  a 
lieutenant,  and  soon  after  accompanied  captain  Middleton,  (afterwards 
lord  Basham,)  Into  the  Jupiter,  of  dO  guns.  That  ship  (then  under  the 
conunand  of  captain  Reynolds),  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  Oct.  20, 1778,  feU 
in  with  the  Triton,  a  French  line^f<battle  sh^,  with  which  she  sustained 
an  action  of  three  hours:  the  Frenchman  then  made  sail  for  Feirol, 
where  she  arriTed,  with  the  loss  of  her  captain,  and  200  men  killed  and 
wounded.  For  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  Bickerton  obtained  the 
rank  of  commander.  On  the  8th  Feb.,  1781,  he  was  posted  into  the 
Gibraltar,  of  80  guns ;  and  in  the  skirmish  between  the  British  and 
French  fleets,  under  Hood  and  De  Grasse,  on  the  29th  of  April,  he  com* 
manded  the  Inyincible,  74.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  in  succession 
to  the  Russell  and  Terrible,  both  of  74  guns ;  but,  finding  the  latter  unfit 
fer  service,  he  exchanged  into  the  Amazon  frigate,  which  was  paid  off  in 
Feb.,  1782.  Gaptain  Bickerton  was  not  again  called  into  service  until 
January,  1787*  when  he  commissioned  the  Sybil,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Leeward  islands,  where  he  continued  until  1790.  •  On  the  25th  of  Feb., 
1792,  he  succeeded  to  the  baronetcy  on  the  death  of  his  father.  In  the 
ibllowing  year  he  commanded  the  Ruby,  64;  and  afterwards  removed  to 
the  RamilUes,  74 ;  and  cruised  with  lord  Howe  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  until 
Oct.,  1794.  He  then  took  gen.  sir  John  Vaughan  to  the  West  Indies, 
where  he  continued  until  July,  1795 ;  and  was  then  ordered  to  New* 
foundland,  whence  he  returned  to  England  in  the  November  following. 
,  During  the  whole  of  1796,  sir  Richard  Bickerton  served  in  the  North 
Sea,  under  adm.  Duncan.  In  1797>  he  was  appointed  to  the  Terrible, 
74,  one  of  the  channel  fleet,  on  which  serviee  he  continued  until  pro« 
noted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral,  Feb.  14i  1799.  In  the  autumn  of  that 
year,  he  hoisted  his  flag  at  Portsmouth,  as  assistant  port*adnuraL  On 
the  13th  May,  1800,  sir  Richard  sailed  for  the  Mediterranean,  in  the 
8ea-horse,  having,  as  passengers,  the  groat  generals  Abercromby  and 
Moore,  and  the  late  ewl  of  Donouf^ere.  He  was  employed  for  five 
months  in  the  blockade  of  Cadis ;  and  afterwards  in  that  of  the  port  of 
Alexandria,  untU  it  surrendered  to  the  British  anus.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  news  of  peace,  he  was  left,  by  lord  Keith,  at  Alexandria,  to  superin* 
tend  the  embarkation  of  the  French  army ;  a  service  which  he  performed 
with  great  leal  and  dispatch.  During  the  peace  of  Amiens,  sir  Richard 
Bickerton  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean,  with  his  flag^  in  the  Kent^ 
74;  in  1804,  he  removed  to  the  Sovereign,  a  first-rate,  in  which  he  was 
left  in  command  of  that  station  by  lord  Nelson,  when  he  went  in  pursuit 
of  the  combined  squadron  to  the  West  Indies,    In  the  spring  of  1805f  sir 
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49  Geo.  III. — Benjamin  Lester  Lester,  esq.,  vice  Jefibrj, 

appointed  his  majesty^s  consul  general  at 
Lisbon. 
62        „  Benjamin  Lester   Lester*    esq.,  —  Michael 

Angelo  Taylor,  esq. 
58        9,  Benjamin  Lester  Lester, — John  Dent,  esqrs* 

1  Geo.  IV. — The  same. 
7        jf  Benjamin  Lester  Lester,  esq., — ^hon^WilUam 

Francis  Spencer  Ponsonbj, 
1  Wm.  IV.— Thf  same, 

1  „  The  same, 

2  „  The  right  hon.  lieut-gen.  sir  John  Bjng, 

K.B.,  vice  Ponsonby,  appointed  to  the 
stewardship  of  the  Chiltem  hundreds. 

3  „  Benjamin  Lester  Lester,  esq., — right  hon« 

sir  John  Byng,  K.B. 
6        „  The  right  hon.  sir  John  Byng,  K.B« — Charles 

Augustus  Tulk,  esq. 
5        „  The  ^ight  hon.  George  Stevens  Byng,  vice 

sir  John  Byng,  created  baron  Strafford, 

of  Ha^ondsworth, 

Kichard  Blckertop  was  appointed  to  a  seat  at  the  admiralty,  which  he 
held  until  1812.  During  this  period,  vis.,  1807>  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
representatives  for  the  town  and  county  of  Poole,  for  which  place  he  sat 
until  1812.  He  then  (having  attained  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  in  1805, 
and  full-admiral  in  1810,)  succeeded  sir  Roger  Curtis  as  commander-in« 
chief  at  Portsmouth,  which  command  he  held  at  the  grand  naval  reyiew, 
before  the  prince  Regent  and  allied  sovereigns,  in  1814*  H^  was 
nominated  K.C.,  Jan.  2,  1815;  was  appointed  lieutenant-general  of 
marines,  Jan.  5,  1818;  and  succeeded  his  present  majesty  as  general  of 
the  same  force,  in  June,  1830*  Sir  Richard  Hussey  Bickerton  married, 
at  Antigua,  Sep.  25,  1788,  Anne,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  AthiU,  of  that 
island,  but  had  no  issue.  By  his  death,  which  took  place,  at  the  Circus, 
Sath,  Feb.  9, 1832,  the  baronetcy  became  extinct* 


2  P 
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CotaUy  Fratwhue. — The  possessors  of  the  qualtficatioa 
of  county  electors,  in  Poole,  have  always  exercised  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  representatives  of  the  county  of 
Dorset;  though  since  the  creation  of  the  borough  as  a 
county  corporate,  the  right  to  do  so  became  a  matter  of 
question  which  was  never  brought  to  issue.  The  parlia- 
mentary reform  act,  however,  set  at  rest  all  disputes  of  thb 
kind,  by  expressly  ^ving  to  all  the  counties  corporate  the 
right  of  voting  iu  those  counties  at  lai^  from  which 
they  had  originally  been  severed. 


2»I 
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The  rectory  of  Poole,  with  the  tithes  of  Parkstone  and 
Longfleet  appurtenant  thereto,  is  impropriate.  It  is  within 
the  royal  peculiar^^  and  exempt  jurisdiction  of  Canford 
Magna  and  Poole.  The  officiating  minbter  b  perpetual 
curate*!*,  nominated  by  the  impropriators,  and  licensed  by 
the  official  of  the  peculiar,  and  requires  neither  institution 
nor  induction. 

The  church  of  St.  James,  Poole,  formerly  appertained 
to  the  parish  church  of  Canford  Magna,  as  a  dependant 
chapel,  and,  with  the  mother  church,  anciently  belonged 
to  the  lords  of  the  manor.  One  of  these,  earl  Walter,  who, 
in  1143,  founded  and  endowed  the  priory  of  Bradenstoke, 
in  the  county  of  Wilts,  seems  to  have  conferred  upon  that 
priory  some  charge  upon  the  church  of  Canford  and  its 
dependencies;  for  hb  son,  earl  Patrick,  by  charter^ 
without  date,  grants  to  the  prior  and  canons  of  Braden* 
stoke,  inter  alia,  a  residue  of  the  manor  of  Wilecote, 

•  A  ptHullar,  In  tlio  canon  law,  siijiil/ica  n  p.irtlculnr  parish  or  cliurch  that  has 
JHrbKlU'tion  within  itselT  lor  grnntiiig  i»ro')atcs  of  wills  snd  athiUnUtraiinns,  racnpt 
fi-om  lht»  urilinary  ouil  '.iir.hoi)'*  ruurl.  ItojvU  pivuliars  arc  cxcinpt  from  all  »i»irilunl 
juristlictinii,  Thcro  nro  live  ruynl  j»r<nilinrs  in  Dorsi'lnhiro,  vix.,  Cnnfortl  Mn^a  and 
I'oolc,  \\  iuiborne  Mi..:itir,  Corfc  Ctuillc,  Sturuiiuitcr  Marshall,  and  Gilliiigiiom. 

+  A  i»enulu;il  curac.v  n  r  -i  Iiitunl  i»r*f»  imtul  in  a  rliuuh  t»i  chapel;  all  (hetilbc9 
and  pioUUi  whcivof  iiio  iutpiopiiatcd,  iindiio  Tkttiu^vuiUo«*ed. 
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Wilts,  with  the  church  of  that  town,  for  the  claim  which 
the  canons  of  Bradenstoke  had  in  the  church  of  Canfordi 
and  in  the  chapel  of  St*  Andrew  de  Seccre  [pro  calump- 
tiia  (Jilam  canonic'  de  Braden*  habebant  in  eccletiam  de 
Canfordy  &c.] :  also,  a  salt  pit  [salina]  at  Canford,  at 
Waldcslete  [que  est  apUd  Waldesletam].  The  church 
boon  afterwards  became  again  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
priory,  as  William,  son  of  the  above  Patrick,  and  next 
earl,  by  charter,  also  without  date,  for  the  love  of  God, 
Imd  for  the  welfare  of  himself  and  Eleanor  de  Vitrei,  his 
countess,  and  for  the  souls  of  his  father,  his  mother,  and 
his  brother  Patrick^  and  of  hb  ancestors,  granted  the 
church  of  Canford,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  in  pure, 
perpetual,  and  free  alms,  to  God  and  the  church  of  St. 
Mary,  of  Bradenstoke,  and  the  brethren  serving  God  there. 
And  by  another  charter  he  confirmed  the  one  just  recited, 
as  well  as  all  the  grants  made  to  the  priory  by  his  father 
Itnd  grandfather.  All  these  grants  were  also  allowed  and 
Confirmed  by  Baldwin,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  whose 
archiepiscopacy  lasted  from  1184  to  1191 ;  and  by  Hubert, 
who  held  the  same  office  from  1193  to  1207.  Hutchins 
sa}rs,  but  we  know  not  on  what  authority,  that,  in  1232, 
H^illiam,  earl  of  Sarum,  confirmed  all  former  donations. 
In  1252,  William  of  York,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  with  the 
assent  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Salisbury,  recites  and 
ratifies  the  grants,  inter  alia,  of  the  church  of  Canford  with 
the  chapel  of  Poole,  and  other  chapels  belobging  to  the 
said  church  of  Canford.  The  church  of  Canford,  with  its 
dependencies;  continued  to  belong  to  the  priory  until  the 
surrender  of  the  possessions^f  that  house,  Jan.  8, 163919^. 
It  is  probable  that,  whilst  in  the  possession  of  the  priory, 
the  severance  of  the  chapel  of  Poole  from  the  church  of 
Canford,  and  its  creation  into  a  distinct  rectory,  took  place* 


•  The  niVtentWr  of  the  priory  wm  made  Jan.  8,  1B89,  by  William  Bno'Wi  Urat 
dean  of  Bristol,  and  laat  prior  of  this  eonTcnt,  with  thlrtofn  monks*  Snow  hid  a 
pension  of  £60  per  annum  aaajgned  to  him« 
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But  of  this  there  is  no  existing  record :  and  the  endowment 
of  the  rectory  of  Poole  with  the  tithes  of  Parkstone  and 
Longfleety  which,  in  all  likelihood,  took  place  at  the  same 
time,  is  left  equally  obscure*  Perhaps,  indeed,  no  docu- 
ment to  this  effect  was  ever  prepared^  and  the  priory,  by 
custom,  allotted  those  tithes  to  the  support  of  the  secular 
priests  who  were  deputed  to  celebrate  divine  worship  in 
the  church  of  Poole,  and  that  church  thus  acquired  a  pre* 
scriptive  title  to  those  possessions  which  was  never  deemed 
to  require  the  sanction  of  express  mention  in  the  subsequent 
leases. 

There  never  was  a  vicarage  endowed  within  the  rectory 
of  Poole,  but  the  priory  was  entitled  to  all  the  profits,  and 
became  thereby  obliged  to  find  a  fit  curate  to  perform  the 
spiritual  duties  of  the  church.  The  revenues  of  the  church 
were  generally  leased  by  the  priory  to  some  secular  priest, 
who  thereupon  undertook  the  duties.  The  last  lease  so 
granted  by  the  prior,  bears  date  Oct.  27, 1529.  It  demised 
the  church  of  Poole,  with  all  tithes,  oblations,  and  other 
profits  belonging  to  the  said  church,  together  with  the 
rectory  and  its  appurtenances,  to  William  Birte,  chaplain, 
for  his  life,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £12,  he  covenanting  to 
serve,  by  himself  or  some  other  fit  chaplain,  divine  worship, 
and  to  bear  the  customary  and  extraordinary  charges  of 
the  said  church  and  rectory* 

By  the  surrender  of  the  priory,  with  its  possesions,  in 
1&39,  the  churches  of  Canford  and  Poole  became  vested  in 
the  crown,  and  then,  doubtless,  acquired  the  exempt  privi- 
leges of  a  royal  peculiar;  for  in  theTaxatio  of  pope  Nicholas, 
1^1,  they  are  stated  to  be  in  Whitchurch  deanery,  in  the 
archdeaconry  of  Dorset,  in  the  diocese  of  Sarum ;  and  in 
the  Valor  of  Henry  VII L,  1528,  they  are  entered  as 
**  Canford  and  Poole,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  diocese  of 
Sarum."  There  is  also  existing,  a  will  of  Henry  Bosum, 
of  the  town  of  Poole,  containing  many  bequests  for  ecclesi- 
astical purposes,  particularly  to  the  fraternity  of  St.  Geoi^ 
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in  Poole ;  wliicli  will  is  proved  in  the  court  of  the  arch* 
deacon  of  Dorset  [**  coram  nobis  offic*  dm*  arch'ni  Dors* 
apud  Poole"], 

On  tlio  decease  of  Birte»  in  1647,  letters  patent,  dated 
Dec.  20,  1st  Edward  Vf.,  were  granted  to  John  Han- 
nam,  of  Wimbome,  gent.,  in  consideration  of  a  fine  of 
£6  Ids.  4d.  paid  by  him,  demising  to  him  the  ^church 
and  rectory  of  Poole,  with  the  appurtenances;  and  all 
titlies,  oblations,  obventions,  pensions,  portions,  and  all 
other  possessions,  hereditaments,  revenues,  and  profits 
whatsoever,''  for  the  term  of  21  years,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  £12 :  the  lessee  covenanting  to  find  a  proper  chaplain, 
and  to  sustain  the  necessary  burthens  of  the  church  and 
rectory.  This  John  Hannam  appobted  Thomas  Hancock* 
to  the  curacy,  and  continued  to  pay  him  a  yearly  stipend 
in  consideration  of  his  services. 

Nov.  9, 1566, 8th  Eliz.,  on  the  surrender  of  these  letters 
patent,  her  majesty,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender,  and 
for  the  better  support  of  the  curate,  and  that  the  cure  of 
souls  within  the  parish  of  Poole  might  in  future  be  better 
lierformed,  demised  unto  Matthew  Haviland,  cleric,  the 
cliurcli  and  rectory,  with  the  appurtenances  (reserving  to 
the  crown  **  the  advowson  of  the  vicarage"),  for  the  term 
of  21  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £12#. 

Haviland,  however,  by  a  deed  poll,  bearing  date  Jan«i 
20,  1568-9,  demised  the  church  and  rectory,  for  the 
remainder  of  his  term,  to  **  the  mayor,  bailiflfe,  burgesses, 
and  commonalty  of  the  town  and  county  of  Poole  ;*'  and, 
Feb.  14,  in  the  same  year,  the  queen  confirmed  this  deed 
by  demising  the  premises  to  the  corporation  for  the  term  of 
21  years,  commencing  from  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the 
arclum^cl  tlien  last  past,  with  the  same  rent,  exceptions, 
covennnts,  and  conditions,  as  were  contained  in  thcf 
prccec!ii!<^  deeds. 

•  In  ihe  iiaiiKu'.ars  fur  leaJU'S  preserved  in  the  Augmentation  Ofllco,  ^^c  fiml  the 
ftjUuTsinj  mcniuraudam  rejecting  this  delnite:— **  The  premiBsea  are  licarco  abli>  ta 
i^iiilo  a  iOii\cnicnt  minhtro  as  ap*uth  by  tctlymomallfruiu  the  tu\\uc  ol  i'uvU;;'* 
Mid  lor  lUi^  n.asva  no  fine  wai  demandeU. 
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Dec*  16»  1684,  on  the  surrender  of  the  last  lease,  the 
queen  demised  the  church,  rectory,  &Cm  to  the  corporation, 
for  a  further  term  of  21  years,  subject  to  the  same  rent  and 
conditions ;  but  on  account  of  their  having  newly  built  the 
parsonage  house,  she  remitted  the  fine<^« 

April  16, 1606,  James  I.,  by  letters  patent,  demised  the 
church,  rectory,  and  other  premises,  to  the  same  corpora* 
tion,  for  the  further  term  of  40  years,  under  the  yearly 
rent  of  £12  168^  and  with  a  fine  of  £12t. 

Prior  to  the  expiration  of  this  term,  vi^..  May  9, 1633, 
Charles  I.,  granted,  by  letters  patent,  to  Thomas  Aston  and 
Henry  Herryman,  in  trust,  for  the  countess  of  Anglesea 
and  her  heirs,  in  fee  farm,  for  ever,  the  rectory,  advowson, 
church,  and  all  its  appurtenances,  including  all  tithes,  &c., 
^  as  well  in  the  aforesaid  town  and  countv  of  Poole,  as  in 
the  county  of  Dorset,  to  the  aforesaid  rectory  and  church 
of  Poole  belonging,"  reserving  to  the  crown  a  fee  farm 
rent  of  £12  16s. ;  the  grantees  covraanting  to  provide  a 
preacher,  pay  his  stipend,  and  maintain  the  chancel, 
houses,  &c 

In  the  same  year,  June  5,  Aston  and  Herryman,  with  tlie 
countess  of  Anglesea,  conveyed  the  rectory,  &c.,  to 
Thomas  Smithby,  of  London,  in  consideration  of  £256 
paid  to  the  said  countess,  to  be  applied  in  discharge  of  her 
huaband's  debts. 

By  a  fec^haent,  bearing  date  Sep.  1,  1660,  Thomas 

*  The  following  mcBonBdnm  it  fhym  the  purtiealan  in  the  Angmcntotlon  Office : 
"The  profitte  of  the  said  pAnonage  (as  I  am  enfonncd)  little  tnnnounteth  her  malkc 
jerdj  rent,  and  in  conaideracon  that  the  maior  and  borgaaea  of  Poole  did  coTcnannte 
to  fynde  a  auffleient  curate  or  preacher  during  the  terme  abore  mendoned  {xxi  yen) 
to  serve  the  cure  there,  thty  had  the  aame  w>^>at  fyne,  whidi  nowe  alsoe  they  are 
humble  sutors  to  yov  bono*  they  maye  in  like  sort  have  as  well  for  the  oonsideraeona 
aforesaid  as  for  that  I  am  enfonned  by  Robert  Freke,  gent,  her  mati«  surreyor  of 
the  aaid  eountie,  that  they  have  (to  their  great  charge)  newe  buylded  tiMp'aonage 
howae  there,  w^  was  in  great  dectye,  w<A  the  said  burgesea  have  heretofore  by  their 
•ottdile  l*rei  made  knowen  to  jv  bono*." 

i  In  the  particulars  in  the  Angmnetation  Ottee  is  the  following  entry  ^- 

**  The  dere  yerlie  Talue  of  the  p'miises  xij.li. 

*'  The  increase  of  rent  one  sheepe  Talued  at  xvj.s. 

«* The  flyne one  yere*s  rent ...xy.li." 
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Smithbj  and  Martha  his  wife,  conveyed  the  rectory,  &c., 
to  Haviland  Hiley,  then  mayor  of  the  town  of  Poole, 
George  Skutt,  William  Williams,  Aaron  Durell,  William 
Skutt,  Richard  Dolbery,  George  Skutt,  jun.,  Lawrence 
Gigger,  Moses  Durell,  Peter  Hall,  John  Powell,  and 
Robert  Cleeves,  all  merchants  of  Poole,  for  £100,  **  and 
divers  other  good  causes  and  considerations," 

May  90,  1692,  Moses  Durell,  the  sole  survivor  of  the 
above-named  grantees,  conveyed  the  rectory,  &c.,  to 
Shadrach  Beall,  the  then  mayor,  John  Carter,  William 
Philips,  William  Street,  William  Hooper,  Peter  Hiley, 
Moses  Durell,  jun.,  William  Pike,  Thomas  Smith,  Shadrach 
Beall,  jun.,  Joseph  Wadham,  and  Thomas  Young.  The 
indenture  by  which  this  conveyance  was  effected,  stated 
the  above  purchase  from  Smithby  and  his  wife  to  have 
been  designed  by  the  purchasers  for  the  benefit  and 
advantage  of  the  town  and  county,  and  that  the  issues  and 
profits  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  mayor,  magistrates, 
and  burgesses,  to  such  public  uses  as  they  should  think  fit : 
and  that  Durell,  being,  by  right  of  survivorship,  solely 
seised  of  the  rectory  and  premises,  to  the  intent  that  the 
trust  might  be  fulfilled,  conveyed  the  rectory,  &c.,  to  the 
above-named  individuals,  in  trust  for  the  mayor,  magis* 
trates,  and  burgesses,  for  £44  12s.,  moneys  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  which  sum  is  said  in  the  indenture  to  have  been 
expended  by  Durell  about  the  rectory  and  premises. 

Since  the  execution  of  this  deed,  the  rectory,  &c., 
remained  in  the  possession  of  the  select  corporate  body ; 
not,  however,  without  expensive  litigation  on  proceedings 
taken  by  the  parishioners  at  large,  who,  by  a  bill  filed  in 
chancery,  in  1789,  claimed  the  possession  of  the  rectory, 
&c,  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  right  of  nomination. 
They  founded  this  claim  on  the  deed  of  1650,  contending 
that  the  sum  of  £100,  the  consideration  mentioned  in  that 
indenture,  was  the  proper  money  of  the  parishioners  at 
large,  and  raised  from  voluntary  contributions,  by  coUec* 
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tioDS  made  from  house  to  house ;  and  that  the  purchase 
was  therefore  made  by  Hilej  and  his  co«g^ntees,  in  trust, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  parishioners.  The  corporation, 
however,  denied  these  allegations ;  and  contended,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  said  sum  of  £100  was  actually 
advanced  bv  Hilej  and  the  other  g^rantees  out  of  their  own 
money  :  and,  in  support  of  this  statement,  they  cite  a  draft 
of  an  agreement,  still  in  the  corporation  chest,  made 
between  Hiley  and  his  co^grantees,  about  the  time  of  the 
purchase,  touching  the  management  and  disposition  of  the 
rectory,  &c„  in  which  the  several  proportions  of  the  pur<» 
chase  money  paid  by  each  of  them  are  particularly  stated, 
and  by  which  it  appears  to  have  been  agreed  that,  in  the 
direction  and  maucigement  of  the  rectory,  &c,,  each  of  the 
grantees  should  have  one  or  more  voices,  in  proportion  to 
the  sums  respectively  advanced  by  them ;  and  it  is  stated 
that  the  receiver  of  the  revenues  should  pay  off  the  purchase 
money,  by  instalments,  in  six  years ;  and  that  during  those 
six  years,  the  residue  of  the  profits,  and  afterwards  the 
whole  of  the  rents  and  revenues  should  be  employed  and 
disposed  of,  either  to  the  benefit  of  the  said  church  of 
Poole,  or  to  other  pious  uses* — Two  commissions  were 
opened  at  Poole  for  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and  the 
cause  was  heard  before  lord  Thurlow,  in  Michaelmas  term^ 
1791,  when  the  complainants  were  ordered  to  find  out  the 
heir-at-law  of  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  deed  of  1692, 
This  they  were  unable  to  do ;  and  the  bill  was  dismissed 
with  costs,  in  Hilary  term,  1695. 

The  fee^farm  rent  of  £12  16s.,  reserved  by  the  crown 
in  the  grant  to  Aston  and  Herryman,  appears  to  have  been 
subsequently  granted  by  the  crown  to  private  individuals, 
by  whom  (probably  by  Anthony  Ettricke,  formerly  re- 
corder of  the  borough)  it  was  dispersed  in  the  following 
manner,  in  which  it  has  been  paid  by  the  corporation  for  » 
great  number  of  years  past : — 


2  Q 
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To  the  poor  of  St.  Margaret's  hospital,  at  Wimbome,  ^  £    t.    if, 
being  a  part  of  a  charitable  donation  of  the  rev.  W.  /-   9  16    0 
Stone,  to  that  institution S 


To  the  churchwardens  of  Wimbome,  for  the  repair  of  >    .     «    *^ 
Anthony  Ettricke's  tomb f   i     u    u 

"I 


To  the  fellows  of  Queen's  collej^e,  Oxford,  to  be  spent  in 

wine  and  tobacco  on  the  fiith  of  November,  yearly,^   2    0    0 
(Ettricke's  PoDnitentia) 


12  16    0 

The  following*  is  the  entry,  relative  to  this  parish,  in  the 

Inquisitiones  Nonarum,  under  date  of  April  20, 14th  Edir, 

III.  [1340]. 

«  P'och'  de  P'le  in  com'  Dors'.— Waifs  Doge  Thorn' 
Lan^ord'  A'd'  Langford'  Joh*  Chacecroft  Joh*  Cobbe  & 
Nich's  le  Reve  p'och'  ibid'ra  jur'  p'sent  q'd  ecc'a  ibid'm 
no'  tax'  s'  val'  p'  annu'  iiij^^  Et  die*  q  d  ix*  p's  garb' 
veil'  ?•  "'••*'  '"*''  •^'  "'"*  i^-.'.'*.*'*  ^"SH    T?*  ««^  ^i.,o^>  .^«:^.,..' 

valor' 
ejusd^ 
p*  annu'  xijs  xd. 

**  S'm  ix«  p'tis  Ixxiij^  iiij*'."* 

In  the  Taxatio  Ecclesiastica-f  of  Pope  Nicholas  [circ 
1291],  Poole  is  not  separately  mentioned,  being  doubtless 
included  in  the  entries  for  Canford,  which  are  as  follows : 
viz.,  under  the  head  of  Spiritualities, 

"  Diocese  of  Sarum — Archdeaconry  of  Dorset — Whit* 
church  Deanery. — 

Taxatio.  Tenths. 

«  The  church  of  Canford, 13    6    8—1    6    8 

*•  The  vicarage  of  the  same,  . .  6  13    4-0  13    4" 


*  The  object  of  this  record  wai  to  ascertain  the  ralue  of  the  uona,  or  ninth  part  of 
the  com,  fleeces,  and  lamha.  in  each  pariah ;  that  portion  baring  been  granted  to  the 
king,  as  a  temporary  aid  to  him,  in  his  wars  with  France. 

"f  In  the  year  1288.  pope  Nicholas  IV.  granted  the  tenths  to  king  Edward  I.  for  six 
ytars,  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  an  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land :  and  that 
they  might  be  collected  to  their  toXL  value,  a  taxation  by  the  king's  precept  was  begun 
in  the  same  year,  and  flnished  as  to  the  province  of  Canterbury,  in  1291,  and  as  to  that 
of  York,  in  the  following  year ;  the  whole  being  under  the  direction  of  John,  bishop 
of  Winton.  and  Oliver,  bishop  of  Lincoln.  This  taxation  is  a  most  important  record, 
because  all  the  taxi-s,  as  well  to  our  kings  as  the  popes,  were  regulated  by  it,  until  the 
survey  made  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VIII. ;  and  because  the  statutes  of  colleges  which 
were  founded  before  the  reformation,  are  also  interpreted  by  thb  criterion.  accordin(; 
to  which  their  benefices,  under  a  certain  value,  are  exempted  from  the  restriction  in 
the  statue  21st  Henry  VIII.,  concerning  pluralities. 


i 
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And  under  the  head  of  Temporalities, 
"Canford(theprioryofBradenstoke)2    0    0—0    4    0 

In  the  Valor  Ecclasiasticus^  of  Henry  Vlil.  [1634],  is 
the  following  entry  : — 

"  Bradenstoke  priory, 

*^  Canford  and  Poole,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  diocese  of 
Sarum. 

*^  The  rent  of  assize  to  the  same  per  annum,  £22  13    4. 

"  Without  deductions." 

The  return  for  Poole  to  the  commission  of  1650  is 
wanting^f  •  At  that  period  Poole  was  not  included  in  the 
return  for  Canford ;  and  in  the  return  for  thb  latter  place 
is  the*  following  passage  relative  to  the  tithes  of  Parkstone 
and  Longfleet'  :— 

"  And,  whereas,  there  is  over  and  above  this  above  s*  the 
tythes  of  Parkson  and  Longfleete,  bein^  within  thb  parish 
of  Great  Canford,  which  s**  tythe  is  paiclto  Poole,  in  what 
right  we  know  not,  to  the  value  of  £20  per  annum,  or 


*  The  Valor  EeclesUtticui  is  a  kind  of  Domesday  of  church  property,  taken  pur* 
iuant  to  commiMiions  Uaued  26th  Henry  VI II.,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
whole  and  true  ralue  of  ail  possessionit,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal,  belonging  to 
any  manor  of  dignity,  monastery,  priory.  &c.,  in  England,  Wales,  Calais,  and  the 

Marches. 

The  importance  of  this  record,  which  is  the  return  of  the  commissioners  into  th« 
Exchequer,  to  a  writ  of  king  Henry  VIII.,  dated  30th  January,  26th  of  his  reign,  and 
to  instiuctions  pu>>uant  to  that  writ,  signed  by  the  king  himself;  is  generally  known, 
and  acknowledged. 

By  this  reeord.  sometimes  called  the  king*s  books,  the  true  annual  value  of  reo- 
Cories,  «nd  vicarages,  at  the  time  of  taking  this  survey  is  fixed;  and  the  first  fruits 
and  tenths  due  to  the  crown,  are  charged  accordingly.  It  is  the  criterion  also,  by 
which  is  determined  what  livings  were  then  under  episcopal  jurisdiction ;  other  livings, 
not  there  recorded,  being  considered  as  donative :  but  iU  greatest  utility  is  that  which 
is,  in  some  re«|.ect,  equally  appUoable  with  respect  to  the  Nona  Roll,  vl«.,  that  by 
ascertaining  what  are  rectorial,  and  what  vicarial  tithes,  the  chasm  of  evidence 
occasioned  by  the  loss  of  endowment,  is  supplied. 

4  April  3, 1650,  a  commission  was  directed  to  several  officers  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  thirty-six  geutUmen  of  the  county,  to  enquire  on  oath  into  the  number  and 
yearly  value  of  rectories,  vicmiages,  &c.,  with  or  without  cure  of  souls;  names  of 
tocumbenU  or  proprietors;  who  supplied  the  cure,  and  at  what  salary ;  and  what 
churches  or  chapels  were  fit  to  be  united,  and  what  to  be  sepaiated;  pursuant  to  an 
act  made  8th  June,  1648,  for  providing  maintenance  for  preaching  ministers.  Th« 
returns  were  made  into  chancery,  and  are  now  in  the  Rolls  chapeU  They  are  also  in 
the  archbishop's  Ubrary  at  Lambeth,  In  eighteen  thick  foUo  volumes,  but  in  no 
regular  order.  The  originals  are  said  to  have  been  burnt  in  the  flie  of  London* 
About  81  returns  were  never  brought  in. 
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tipWatds ;  and  we  do  desire  that  it  may  be  p^  to  our  own 
minister,  being  in  our  own  parish/' 

In  the  report  of  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  [1835], 
Poole  is  returned  as  a  perpetual  curacy,  of  the  annual 
talue  of  £907,  on  an  average  of  the  three  years,  ^ding 
Dec  81, 1831. 

The  revenues  of  the  rectory  consist  of  the  tithes  of 
Parkstone  and  Longfleet^  and  the  rent  of  an  allotment 
under  the  enclosure  act  of  the  4dth  of  Geo*  II L  A  ques- 
tion has  arisen,  upon  the  deed  of  1692,  how  far  the  corpo- 
ration were  entitled  to  apply  the  profits  of  the  rectory 
either  to  their  own  general  purposes  or  to  any  other  object, 
except  that  of  supporting  the  curate,  and  the  buildings 
Which  they  were  bound  to  repair.  The  practice  of  the 
corporation  varied  from  time  to  time  in  its  mode  of 
dealing  with  this  trust,  and  the  interests  which  arise  under 
it*  Until  1807,  the  tithe  account,  as  it  is  called,  was 
blended  with  the  general  corporate  account  In  that  year 
a  separate  account  was,  for  the  first  time,  kept,  and  has 
been  continued  to  the  present  day.  In  the  same  year  a 
resolution  passed,  that  the  curate  should  have  the  surplus 
of  the  tithes.  In  Feb.,  1814,  this  resolution  was  rescinded, 
and  the  surplus  was  made  applicable  to  the  debts  charged 
upon  the  fund.  In  November  of  that  year,  it  was  deter* 
mined  that  £200  a  year  should  be  paid  annually  to  the 
perpetual  curate  out  of  the  produce  of  the  tithes,  during 
the  then  existing  leases.  Those  leases  have  expired,  but 
the  incumbent  has  continued  to  be  paid  on  the  same 
footing ;  and  there  is  also  an  annual  vote  of  £100,  to  enable 
him  to  provide  a  curate. 

Both  the  mode  and  the  amount  of  payment  were,  in 
earlier  times,  much  varied.  The  leases  by  the  priory  and 
by  the  crown  were  occasionally  granted  to  priests  who 
served  the  cure  and  maintained  themselves  on  the  profits, 
as  in  the  instances  at  Birte  and  Haviland.  In  1568,  just 
previous  to  a  lease  to  the  corporation,  it  may  be  presumed 
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that  the  stipend  of  the  curate  was  insufficient,  as  an  order 
Was  then  made  by  the  corporation,  that  every  merchant  and 
inhabitant  within  the  town  of  Poole,  freighting  any  ship  or 
bal'k  crossing  the  seas  in  trade,  should  agree  with  the 
master  or  owner  of  such  ship  or  bark,  that  the  said 
master  or  owner  should  allow  and  pay  out  of  every  pound 
due  for  such  freight,  fourpence,  which  should  be  imme- 
diately paid  to  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  preacher  of  God's  word  within  the 
town.  This  payment  has  long  fallen  into  disuse.  Whilst 
Mr.  Smithby  held  the  rectory,  it  would  appear  that  he 
appropriated  the  revenues  without  providing  a  competent 
allowance  to  the  curate ;  for,  June  21, 1648,  it  was  ordered 
by  the  house  of  commons,  '^that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  for  plundered  ministers,  to  send  for  Mr.  Smithby 
who  has  the  impropriation  of  Poole;  and  to  treat  and 
confer  with  him  upon  the  making,  out  of  the  profits  thereof, 
some  competent  allowance  to  a  preaching  minister  in  the 
said  parish,  as  hath  formerly  been  Used.''  In  1668,  the 
corporation  agreed  to  pay  £15  per  quarter  to  the  rev.  S. 
Hardy,  during  his  curacy.  In  1689,  an  order  was  made 
by  the  corporation,  that  the  rev.  John  Russell  should  be 
paid  £52  per  annum,  to  be  collected  in  the  customary 
manner,  and  any  deficiency  was  to  be  made  good  out  of 
the  town  revenues.  After  the  last  date,  it  was  the  practice 
of  the  corporation,  in  their  rectorial  capacity,  to  lease  the 
tithes  to  the  curate  at  some  low  or  nominal  rent,  as  a 
roasting-pig  or  a  pepper-corn,  a  practice  that  generally 
prevailed  almost  down  to  1707. 

The  official  of  Canford  Magna  and  Poole  b  appointed 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  rev.  C.  Bowie  is  the 
present  official. 
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PERPETUAL    CURATES. 

1*  William  Birte  was  appointed  curate  of  this  church  id 
a  lease  granted  to  him  bj  the  priory  of  Bradenstoke, 
bearing  date  Oct.  27,  1529.     On  his  death,  in  1546, 

2.  Thomas  Hancock  was  nominated  by  the  crown. 

In  what  college  or  hall  of  Oxford,  Thomas  Hancock  was  a  student, 
or  whether  he  took  any  higher  degree  than  that  of  B.A.,  1532» 
does  not  appear.    After  he  left  that  university,  he  retired  to  his 
natire  county,  Hampshire,  being  bom  at  or  near  Christchurch 
Twynham,  and  became  a  diligent  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  a 
declaimer  against  papal  abuses,  in  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.,  insomuch  that  his  mouth  being  stopped  by  a  strict 
inhibition  of  bishop  Gardiner,  he  would  preach  in  the  diocese  of 
Sarum,  and  being  prohibited  by  Sallcott,  bishop  of  that  diocese, 
he  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  countenanced 
and  licensed  to  proceed  in  his  preaching  by  archbishop  Ctanmer. 
At  that  time  many  zealous  preachers  of  the  gospel,  without  staying 
for  public  orders  from  above,  did,  in  confutation  of  the  sacrifice  of 
the  mass,  and  the  corporal  presence  in  the  sacrament,  and  such, 
sliew  their  good  intentions  to  new  learning,  as  it  wad  then  called. 
In  Southampton,  of  the  diocese  of  Winchester :  in  Salisbury,  Poole, 
and  Dorset,  of  the  diocese  of  Salisbury,  did  this  Hancock  chiefly 
converse  and  officiate,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII., 
at  which  time  he  was  suspended  '*  a  celcbratione  divinorum'*  by 
Dr.  Robert  Reynold,  commissary  under  Dr.  Steward,  their  chan« 
cellor  under  Gardiner,  on  pretence  of  the  breach  of  the  act  of  the 
six  articles,  because  he  had  undertaken  to  prove,  out  of  Hebrews 
ix.,  that  our  Saviour,  Christ,  once  entered  into  the  holy  place,  by 
which  he  obtained  everlasting  redemption,  &c.— Vide  Strype*8 
Memorials  of  Cranmer,  b.  ii.,  c.  7 ;  and  Wood's  Fasti  Oxoniensii, 
V.  i.,  p.  51. 

8.  Thomas  Long  occurs  1554.    He  was  buried  at  Poole, 
Oct.  10,  1557. 

4.  Simon  Berwyke  was  then  appointed. 

He  had  been  previously  a  monk  in  the  abbey  at  Cerfie. 

5.  John  Sey  warde  succeeded  in  1559. 

6.  Matthew  Haviland  served  the  cure,  under  the  lease 
granted  to  him  in  1566. 

The  preaching  of  Haviland  appears  to  ^have.  been  obnoxious  to  the 
town,  as  the  mayor  and  others  procured  for  him,  June  12,  1570| 
from  the  treasurer  of  the  cathedral  of  Wells,  who  was  patron  of  the 
perpetual  vicarage  of  Martock,  the  presentation  to  the  said  vicarage 
for  one  term,   conditionally  that  the  then  incumbent  should  resign 
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the  same,  at  the  ensuing  Christmas.  On  the  redgnation  of  the 
incumbent,  at  Christmas,  howeyer,  Hariland  declined  acceptance 
of  that  vicarage ;  and  it  is  said  that  he  was  thereupon  deprived. 

7.  Robert  Rvckman  was  nominated  in  the  room   of 
Haviland. 

8.  Robert  Fossejr  succeeded  him  in  1580. 

9*  Richard  Marcan   was  nominated  in  1581 »    on  the 
resignation  of  Fossey. 

10.  William  Hilej  was  nominated  in  1682.    He  was 
buried  June  22,  1611 ;  and  was  succeeded  by 

11.  Nicholas  Jeffery,  who  was  buried  March  9,  1624. 

12.  Henry  Anketel,  on  the  death  of  Jeffery. 

13.  Swithin  Cleeves,  in  1630. 

He  was  at  the  same  time,  rector  of  Lytchett  Matravers,  having  been 
instituted  to  that  rectory  1615,  and  possessed  of  it  until  his  death, 
1657.    He  had  resigned  the  curacy  of  Poole,  previous  to  his  death. 

14.  Josiah  White,  in  1642. 

He  was  nephew  to  the  rev.  John  White,  of  Dorchester,  who  was 
conspicuous  in  the  affairs  of  the  Cromwellian  rebellion.  He  died 
1643,  and  was  buried  here,  Nov.  10th  of  that  year. 

15.  John  Gundy,  in  1643,  on  the  death  of  White. 

16.  Owfield,  in  1646. 

17.  John  Haddesley,  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Owfield, 
in  1647. 

He  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Smithby,  the  then  impropriator  of  the 
rectory.  Mr.  Haddesley  was  one  of  the  divines  ousted  in  1650, 
by  Cromwell,  by  whom  he  was  imprisoned  at  Poole.  He  had 
£30  16s.  allowed  him  out  of  lord  Digby's  estate,  and  died  minis- 
ter of  a  dissenting  congregation  at  Salisbury,  1699. 

On  the  ouster  of  Mr.  Haddesley,  from  the  perpetual  curacy  of  Poole,  & 

curious  correspondence  took  place  between  the  town  and  coL  Rede, 

its  military  governor,  (it  being  then  garrisoned  by  the  parliamentary 

forces,)  who  had  endeavoured  to  force  upon  the  town,  a  favourite 

of  his  own,  Mr.  Gardiner,  as  a  curate.    The  inhabitants  of  Poole, 

however,  determined  to  resist  external  interference,  equally  in 

ecclesiastical  as  in  civil  matters,  objected  to  the  nomination  of  Mr* 

Gardiner,  and  drew  up  the  following  petition,  which  was  presented 

to  Mr.  Wm.  Williams,  then  mayor,  by  major  George  Scutt,  and 

Mr.  Cromwell,  on  Monday,  Dec.  30,  1650;  on  which  the  ensuing 

correspondence  took  place. 

'*  To  the  right  worshipful  the  mayor,  and  aldermen  of  the  towne 
and  county  of  Poole. 

'*The  humble  petition  of  the  godly  engaged  party  of  thetowno 
and  county  aforesaid. 
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''Right  worahipful;  We,  Oi«  inhabiUntt  of  this  towne  and 
"  members  of  Jesus  Christ  haveing  more  than  probable  grounds 
"  that  it  is  the  designe  of  our  military  govemour  to  impose  Mr. 
**  Gardiner  to  be  the  pastor  or  teacher  over  us,  and  knowing  that  in 
"  the  judgment  both  of  the  presbyterians  and  independents  (the 
"  same  agreeing  with  reason,  right  justice,  and  primitive  practise) 
*'  We  togeather  with  you,  have  a  right  to  call  or  obiect  against  him 
**  that  is  to  watch  over  vs,  and  haveing  much  to  obiect  against,  the 
"  said  Mr.  Gardiner  both  in  the  poynts  of  practice  and  doctrine,-^ 
"  Doe  humbly  pray  you, 

'*  1st.  That  you  would  meete  together  and  consider  of  this 
«  our  petition. 

"  2nd.  That  you  would  signify  the  matter  of  this  our  peti- 
"  tion  vnto  our  military  govemour. 

**  3rd.  That  you  would  (on  your  owne  and  our  behalie) 
"  desyre  the  govemour  to  forbeare  to  prosecute  the  designe  of 
'*  Mr.  Gardiner  any  further ;  That  soe  we  may  not  loose  our  ri^t 
'*  by  the  power  of  the  sword ;  but  that  all  occasions  of  clashing 
"  betwixt  the  military  and  civill  power,  the  people  and  souldyery 
"  of  the  garrison,  may  be  prevented  in  the  tyme  of  this  comon 
"  danger,  and  that  we  and  they  may  in  a  way  of  loue  soe  walke 
'*  togeather  as  that  we  may  ioin  (as  hitherto)  cordially  for  the 
"  preservation  of  this  towne  against  the  enemy. 

"  4th.  That  if  the  govemour  will  not  desist  you  would, 
"  according  to  your  and  our  right,  oppose  the  said  Mr.  Gardiner 
"  as  a  pastor  and  teacher  over  us.  And  we  shall  humbly  pray, 
«« &c." 

This  petition  was  "  subscribed  vnto  by  about  6  skore 
and  12  hands." 

In  consequence  of  this  petition,  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the 
governor  I— 

"  Honoured  sir,— We  haveing  received  a  petition  from  the 
"  inhabitants  of  this  towne,  and  vppon  consideration  of  the  matter 
*'  findeing  it  to  be  iust,  reasonable,  and  godlv,  and  knowing  the 
*'  ground  of  their  desire  is  true;  doe  therefore  in  our  owne  and 
"  me  names  of  the  petitioners  dcs^  you  that  you  would  forbeare 
"  any  fSeirther  to  prosecute  the  designe  of  haveing  Mr.  Gardiner 
"  our  pastor  or  teacher,  and  that  you  would  forbeare  by  force  to 
"  impose  him  any  more  vppon  vs  that  soe  you  and  your  souldiry 
**  and  we  and  our  fellow  townesmen  may  each  of  vs  keep  our 
"  right  and  places  and  all  of  vs  walk  in  a  way  of  loue  for  the 
'*  security  and  defence  of  this  garrison  (for  whose  preservation 
"  God  hath  made  vs  much  instrumental  hitherto  in  tyme  of  danger 
"  against  all  enemyes  of  this  comon  wealth)  according  to  our 
**  engagement  But  if  you  will  endeavour  to  sett  Mr.  Ghurdiner  over 
"tb  we  then  must  tell  you  thatit  will  be  you  and  not  we  that 
**  will  cause  a  disturbance  and  diuision,  and  that  we  are  resolued 
"  to  oppose  the  sayd  Mr.  Gardiner  to  the  vttmost  of  our  power 
"  according  to  the  desyre  of  the  people.  We  haue  noe  more,  sir, 
"  but  to  craue  your  answere  in  writmg,  and  that  we  are,  sir,  your 
•<  humble  servants 

"  William  Williams,  m^yor, 
"  George  Skutt,  • 
"  Aron  Durell, 
•*  The3(Hh  of  Dec.,  "  Haviland  HUey, 

"  1650."  "  William  Skutt." 
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To  this  letter  the  goTernor  sent  the  subjoined  answer : 

"  Gent ; — Yours  of  the  30th  instant  received,  vnto  which  you 
desyre  my  answere  in  writeing,  I  doe  most  willingly  answere  in 
as  much  breuity  as  I  may.  And  first  I  acknowledge  that  long 
synce  I  did  sett  mv  hand  ynto  a  certificate  on  the  behalfe  of 
Mr.  Gardiner,  toucning  what  he  had  beene  (in  general  termes) 
and  how  he  had  liued  dureing  the  time  of  these  late  troubles, 
vntil  now,  and  for  that  the  minister  of  your  towne  was  outted 
by  a  special  order,  and  the  people  destitute  of  one  to  teach  them, 
did  with  others  request  that  he  might  be  authorized  to  exercise 
his  gifts  as  minister  to  this  congregation,  but  in  truth  I  never 
did  intend  him  for  this  worke  any  longer  then  one  more  meete 
and  answereable  vnto  your  dcsyres  and  some  others  whom  it 
chiefly  concemeth  could  be  foimd  out  and  settled  among  you, 
yet  in  my  judgment  (whatsoever  you  or  others  doc  yet  imagme) 
God  is  much  to  be  admired  for  the  gift  of  knowledg  and  vtter- 
ance  he  hath  bestowed  vppon  that  man,  if  we  consider  seriously 
the  mcane  and  low  condition  out  of  which  he  hath  brought  him, 
and  what  haue  we  that  we  haue  not  rccciucd.  Agayue  you 
desyre  that  I  should  forbeare  by  force  to  impose  him  any  more 
vppon  you.  1  doe  assure  you  that  in  this  you  take  that  for 
graunted  which  never  yet  was  donne.  Yet  if  you  hint  at  the 
day  when  Mr.  Gawping  was  procured  by  the  maior  to  preach, 
^ue  me  leaue  to  tell  you  when  the  late  thanksgiueing  day 
came,  October  8th,  to  be  obsemcd,  Mr.  maior  (as  his  duty  was) 
pronided  no  man,  but  I  was  drinen  to  desyre  Mr.  Gardiner  to 
preach  and  gett  the  act  published,  and  if  ho  had  not  thaught, 
then  no  man  had,  and  of  this  tlie  maior  could  be  sylent  as  to 
me.  Therefore  when  I  knew  Mr.  Hadsley  was  outlcd  by 
specyall  order,  I  spake  tymely  enough  to  Mr.  Gardiner  to 
preach  the  next  Lord's  day  ensueing,  and  of  which  I  sent  the 
maior  notice  on  the  Thursday  before,  yet  he  on  the  Friday  (as 
it  seems)  spake  to  Mr.  Gawpin  whicn  shewes  had  his  spirit 
boeno  as  quictt  as  it  might  be  might  (as  well  for  that  tyme) 
have  spared  his  labour,  as  on  the  8th  October.  But  this  it 
befalls  men  when  selfe  leades  them  and  not  righteous  princi- 
ples. Now  such  principles  as  are  iust  and  righteous  must  be 
the  grounds  on  which  the  townsmen  and  souldyers  must  be 
vnited,  else  our  peace  will  not  be  lasting,  but  oreake  in  the 
midst  of  triall.  Therefore,  I  declare,  if  euer  any  minister  be 
imposed  vppon  you,  I  shall  haue  no  hand  in  it  (knowing  it  to 
"  be  a  truth  manifested  to  those  that  believe)  but  rather  shall 
"  earnestly  desyre  that  your  vnderstandinge  may  be  enlightned 
'*  and  y3ur  hearts  drawne  forthe  to  choose  vnto  you  such  a  pastor 
"  as  is  both  approued  of  God  and  all  such  godly  men  as  oesyre 
'*  that  profession  should  be  wayghed  in  the  ballance  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, which  is  according  to  the  rules  of  the  scriptures,  and  thus 
"  walkeing  we  may  be  sure  that  our  hands  shalbe  strong  against 
"  all  opposition,  and  we  shalbe  vnited  as  one  man  serueing  the 
"  Lord  with  one  shoulder,  and  this  comon  wealth,  in  our  seuerall 
'*  places  with  one  consent,  with  truth  and  faithfullnesse,  accord- 
ing to  the  engagement.  This  (if  the  Lord  will)  shalbe  the  reall 
practize  resolution  and  desyre  of 

"  deare  friends, 
**  yours  &  the  comon  wealth's 
'*  faythfull  friend  &  seruant, 
"  Poole,  Dec.  13,  1650.  "  J.  REDE." 

2  R 
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**  For  the  ri^it  woi'p'U 
"  Mr.  Wm.  Williams,  maior, 
"  George  Skutt,  Aaron  Durcll» 
"  Haviland  Hiley,  and  William 
"  Skutt,  esquires,  in  Poole,  these.*' 

Tlie  remonstrance  of  the  town  thus  had  full  effect ;  and  Mr.  Gardiner 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  established  in  the  curacy. 

18.  Thomas  Thackham,  in  1650,  on  the  ouster  of  Had- 
desley. 

19.  Samuel  Hardy,  in  1667. 

Mr.  Hardy  was  a  native  of  Frampton,  Dorset,  where  he  was  bom, 
1636.     He  appears  to  have  been  bred  a  nonconformist;  for, 
although  he  studied  at  Wadham  college,  Oxford,  he  was  dismissed 
irom  the  college  because  he  would  not  take  the  oaths,  when  about 
to  take  the  degree  of  M.A.     He  then  went  to  Charminster,  near 
Dorchester,  which  is  a  peculiar,  belonging,  at  that  time,  to  the 
family  of  the  Trenchards,  a  branch  of  whom  lived  at  WoWeton, 
close  to  Charminster.    The  minister  there  was,  at  that  time,  a 
kind  of  chaplain  to  that  family ;  he  is  neither  rector  nor  vicar,  nor 
does  he  take  any  institution  or  induction.    Mr.  Hardy  continued 
in  this  place  some  years  alter  the  Bartholomew  act,  being  pro- 
tected  from  the  bishop's  courts  by  its  being  a  peculiar,  and^from 
the  justices  by  the  favour  of  the  Trenchards,  and  by  occasional 
conformity,  reading  the  scripture  sentences,  the  creed,  command- 
ments,  lessons,  prayer  for  the  king,  &c.     His  moral  character  at 
this  time  appears  to  have  been  estimable;  and  Calamy  says, 
"  Dr.  Bridoke,  the  archdeacon,  once  came  to  Mr.  Trenchant,  and, 
after  saying  many  good  things  of  Mr.  Hardy,  began  to  persuade 
him  that  he  might  be  instituted  and  inducted ;  which  Mr.  Trench- 
ard  strongly  opposed.    Mr.  Kent,  this  archdeacon's  successor, 
had  also  a  peculiar  respect  for  Mr.  Hardy,  and  proved  his  pro- 
tector.   In  this  station  Mr.  Hardy,  besides  other  good  services, 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  something  towards  forming  the  minds 
of  several  young  gentlemen  in  his  patron's  family;  among  whom 
was  sir  John  Trenchard,  who  was  afterwards  secretary  of  state. 
He  had  a  peculiar  freedom  in  addressing  persons  of  high  rank, 
without  anything  of  rusticity.    When  lord  Brooke  lay  on  his 
death  bed,  he  went  to  him,  and  spoke  to  this  effect : — "  My  lord, 
you  of  the  nobility  are  the  most  unhappy  men  in  the  world; 
nobody  dares  come  near  you  to  tell  you  of  your  faults,  or  put  you 
in  the  right  way  to  heaven."      Hereby  he  paved  the  way  for 
dealing  closely  with  his  lordship,  without  giving  him  any  offence. 
After  Mr.  Hardy  had  lived  at  Charminster  a  considerable  time, 
the  inhabitants  of  Poole  inrited  him  to  that  living,  which  was  also 
a  peculiar.     He  accepted  of  it,  and  there  preached,  prayed,  and 
conversed,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  did  before.    His  sturdy 
nonconformity  here  appears  to  hare  been  highly  displeasing  to  the 
royalists ;  but  this  place  also  being  freed  from  episcopal  jurisdic- 


*'^- 
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tioD,  there  was  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  procaring  his  removaL 
Seveial  endeayours,  however,  were  made  to  entrap  him.  One, 
says  Calamy,  by  a  person  who  desired  him  to  baptize  his  child. 
If  he  had  used  the  Common  Prayer,  the  conformists  would  hare 
gloried  in  gaining  him.  If  he  had  not  used  it,  they  would  have 
articled  against  him  and  got  him  out.  But  archdeacon  Kent 
happening  to  come  to  the  town  that  day,  Mr.  Hardy  applied  to 
him  to  baptize  the  child  for  him,  who  readily  consented,  and  so 
for  the  present  the  storm  blew  oyer.  At  this  time  a  member  of 
parliament  was  to  be  chosen  for  Poole.  The  earl  of  Shaftesbury, 
then  lord  chancellor,  was  very  urgent  to  haye  his  son  elected. 
Mr.  Hardy  opposed  him,  and  Mr.  Trenchard  was  chosen.  The 
chancellor  was  incensed,  and  wrote  a  very  angry  letter  to  Mr. 
Hardy.  When  he  went  to  London,  he  was  advised  to  wait  upon 
the  chancellor,  and  make  his  .peace ;  which  he  accordingly  didf 
and  behaved  himself  so  that  the  chancellor  was  very  well  pleased, 
and  ever  afterwards  spoke  respectfully  of  him.  His  notoriety  and 
popularity  were  such  at  this  time  as  to  prove  very  offensive  to  the 
royalists  of  the  neighbouring  places  in  Dorset,  and  we  accordingly 
find  that,  in  1681,  the  grand  jury  of  that  county  made  the  follow- 
ing presentment  on  the  subject  to  one  of  the  judges  of  assise  :— 

**  Item, — ^wee  pr'sent  the  towne  and  county  of  Poole,  within 
this  county,  beeiug  incorporated  by  charter,  and  a  peculiar, 
governed,  we  feare,  by  a  merceneary  official,  is  a  great  hinderance 
to  the  execution  of  the  la  wee  both  civill  and  eclesiastical :  all 

debtors flying  thither  for  sanctuary  firom  .our  county, 

as  [to  an]  asylum;  which  is  further  aggrevated  in  recard  to  y* 
[great]  number  of  the  towns  men  all  knowne  to  be  obfstynatt] 
opposers  of  his  maj**  govemm' influenced  by  the  [seditious]  preach- 
ing of  one  Samuell  Hardy,  an  hired  non-conformist  preacher,  who, 
for  att  least  twelve  yeares  last  past,  hath  made  use  of  the  churdi 
of  y*  said  towne,  as  a  conventicle,  readeing  little  or  none  of  y* 
litturgie  of  y*  church  of  England ;  to  whome  multitudes  of  his 
maj**  disi^ected  subjects  within  this  county  doe  constantly  resort, 
the  previledges  of  the  said  towne  exempting  the  s<*  Hardy  and 
them  from  punishment ;  and  therefore  wee  humbly  beeseech  yo* 
Hshipp  to  pr'sent  this  our  great  grievance  to  his  maj*7*  and  bee- 
seech him  in  his  princely  wisdom  to  think  of  some  expedient  for 
the  redresse  thereof." 

At  the  same  time,  too,  a  complaint  was  made  to  the  king,  by  Allen 
Skutt  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Poole,  setting  forth 
that  Hardy  did  not  conform  to  the  established  church,  inasmuch 
as  he  did  not  wear  the  surplice,  omitted  the  sign  of  the  cross  in 
baptbm,  and  did  divers  other  things  contrary  to  the  Yules  of  the 
church  of  England.  In  consequence  of  this  presentment  and 
complaint,  a  commission  was  issued  to  enquire  into  the  matter, 
and  the  allegations  being  fully  proved.  Hardy  was  ousted  by  the 
following  decrees;  which,  as  such  proceedings  in  royal  peculiars 
have  been  rare,  are  subjoined  at  length : — 

"  Charles  II.,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  our  beloved  in 
Christ,  the  mayor  and  community  of  our  town  and  county  of 
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Poole,  within  our  peculiar  ecdesiasiical  jurisdiction  of  Canford 
Magna  and  Poole,  in  our  county  of  Dorset :  also  to  every  one 
whom  it  may  concern,  the  ministers,  chaj^lains,  curates,  &c.,  of 
our  church  and  chapel  of  Poole,  in  our  jurisdiction  of  Canford, 
nominated  and  appomted  by  our  commissioners  of  the  great  seal, 
before  appointed  in  a  certain  matter  of  office  against  Samuel 
Hardy,  minister  of  Poole,  rightly  to  proceed  against  him  for  his 
manliest  and  incorrigible  offences  and  disobedience,  nej^ect  of 
office,  and  not  executing  the  same,  contrary  to  the  ecclesiastical 
laws  of  England,  and  canons,  required  in  his  oath  made  and  sub* 
scribed  at  his  admission  into  the  said  church,  for  the  cure  of  souls 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Poole  aforesaid :  they  do  decree  him  to  be 
deposed,  removed,  and  deprived,  by  a  definitive  sentence,  of  all 
profits  and  emoluments  from  the  church  or  chapel  of  Poole;  and 
the  said  Samuel  Hardy  is  hereby  deprived  according  to  noticci 
and  the  office  is  hereoy  declared  vacant :  lest  the  said  church  or 
chapel  should  be  without  a  clerk  for  the  cure  of  souls  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Poole,  to  administer  spirituals,  and  administer  the 
lawful  rights  within  the  same,  we  do,  by  the  authority  aforesaid* 
authorize  them  to  meet  and  choose  some  fit  and  able  man  into  the 
said  church,  &c.,  from  the  which  the  said  Samuel  Hardy  is  for 
ever  deprived,  &c.      Dated  3rd  of  Aug.,  34th  of  our  reign,  1682." 

■   This  was  accompanied  by  the  denunciation  or  declaration  of  the 
sentence  to  be  done  at  Canford,  as  follows  :— 

"  Charles,  &c.— To  our  beloved  in  Christ,  the  venerable 
William  Raven,  clerk,  of  Great  Canford,  within  our  peculiar  eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction  of  Poole  and  Great  Canford,  in  our  county  of 
Dorset,  or  his  curate  for  the  time  being,  Salutem  in  Deo.  Whereas 
our  commissioners  against  Samuel  Hardy,  do  declare,  pronounce, 
and  decree,  for  his  incorrigible  offences  and  disobedience,  neglect 
of  office,  &c.,  contrary  to  Uie  ecclesiastical  laws  and  canons  of  Uie 
church  reqmrod,  and  oath  subscribed,  at  his  taking  on  him  the 
cure  of  souls  of  the  inhabitants  of  Poole,  we  do,  by  a  definitive 
sentence,  decree  the  said  Samuel  Hardy  to  be  removed,  deposed, 
and  deprived  from  his  office  and  function  of  the  ciure  of  soius,  on 
any  Lord's  day  or  festival,  and  all  profits  and  emoluments  arising 
to  him,  and  there  publicly  to  be  pronounced  before  the  people, 
which  you  must  do  effectually,  under  pain  of  our  contempt,  and 
the  penalty  of  the  law;  and  what  you  have  done  in  the  premises 
ye  are.  to  certify  to  us,  our  commissioners,  and  those  who  are 
present."        Dated  as  above. 

On  his  qjectment,  Mr.  Hardy  went  to  Badslcy,  where  he  continued 
two  years,  but  met  with  much  trouble  for  not  conforming  to  the 
canons;  after  which  he  never  preached  in  public  again.  He  then 
became  chaplain  in  the  house  of  —  Heal,  esq.,  at  Overy  Hatch^ 
in  Essex.  After  spending  two  years  in  that  situation,  he  went  to 
•Newbury,  in  Berkshire,  where  he  died,  March  6,  1691,  aged  54» 
He  took  great  delight  in  doing  good;  and,  whilst  at  Poole,  col- 
lected nearly  £500,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  captives  from 
slavery.  His  published  works  are  'A  Guide  to  Heaven,*  and 
'  Advice  to  Scattered  Flocks.' 

20.  Robert  Howson,  in  16829  on  the  ouster  of  Hard j. 

21.  John  Russell,  in  1685,  on  the  resignation  of  Howson. 

He  was  appointed  preacher  at  St.  John's,  Wapping,  in  1691,  and 
thereupon  resigned  the  curacy  of  Poole. 


ECCLESIASTICAL  HI8T0RT»  809 

23.  James  Hand,  in  1691,  on  the  resignation  of  Russell. 

23.  William  Churchey,  in  1692,  on  the  death  of  Hand. 

24.  Daniel  Hyde,  in  1702,  on  the  death  of  Churchey.4^ 

25.  John  Conant,  in  1705,  on  the  resignation  of  Hyde. 

26.  Christopher  Derby,  m  1720,  on  the  death  of  Conant. 

He  was  also  rector  of  Hook,  Dorset 

27.  fiichard  Derby,  in  1734,  on  the  death  of  hb  brother 
Christopher. 

Richard  Derby  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  rev.  William  Derby,  rector 
of  Durweston.  He  was  collated  yicar  of  Tumworth,  Sep.  1,  1716, 
and  was  afterwards  vicar  of  Hilton,  and  minister  of  Poole.  He 
died  1748.   In  1717,  he  printed  an  assize  sermon  from  Ps.  czxiL  6. 

28.  John  Culme,  M.A.,  in  1748,  on  the  death  of  Rich- 
ard Derby. 

He  was  a  fellow  of  Wadham  college;  and  besides  holding  the  perpetual 
curacy  of  Poole,  was  vicar  of  Old  Cleeve,  Somerset,  and  rector  of 
More  Critchell,  Dorset.    He  died  in  1755. 

29.  William  Nairn,  Oct.   15,  1755,  on  the  death  of 
Culme. 

Mr.  Nairn  was  also  vicar  of  Hindon,  Wilts. 

30.  Samuel  Fawconer,  June  29, 1767,  on  the  death  of 
Nairn. 

31.  William  Davb,   Feb.  25,  1788,  on  the  death  of 
Fawconer.-f» 

32.  Peter  William  Jolliffe,  M.A.,  May  4, 1791,  on  the 
resignation  of  Davis. 


*  On  the  Taeancy  in  the  enre  oocuioned  by  the  detth  of  Churchey,  sir  William 
Phippard  and  the  turviring  feoffees  named  in  the  deed  of  109S,  claimed  aa  snch  th« 
right  of  nominating  the  curate,  and  appointed  the  rer.  Mr.  Mayo.  The  corporation, 
bowerer,  appointed  the  rer.  Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  licenced  by  the  official :  on  which 
an  i^peal  was  entered  in  the  high  court  of  delegates,  and  sundry  proceedings  wera 
undertaken,  and  a  great  number  of  witneases  were  examined  under  a  commiuion 
issued  for  the  purpose ;  but  Judgment  was  nerer  pronounced,  the  matter  being 
dropped  by  the  appellants. 

+  It  was  on  the  racaney  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Fawconer,  that  the  legal 
proceedings  took  place  spoken  of  p.  896. 
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THE   CHURCH 


stands  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  town*    It  b  dedi- 
cated to  St.  JameSy  and  was  anciently ,  as  before  stated,  a 
chapel  of  ease  to  Canford,  though  for  several  ages  it  has 
been  an  independent  church.     It  is  surrounded  by  a  spa- 
cious churchyard,  and  stands  on  the  site  on  which  for  seven 
centuries,  the  successive  generations  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Poole  have  worshipped  at  the  altars  of  their  God.     The 
present  edifice,  which  has  been  erected  of  late  years, 
replaced  an  ancient  and  venerable  structure,  consisting  of 
a  body,  two  aisles,  and  a  tower ;  with  a  chancel  divided 
only  iVom  the  higher  end  of  the  body  by  rails.    The  body 
was  the  most  ancient  part  of  the  building,  and  was  the  old 
chapel  of  St.  James.    The  south  aisle  was  of  equal  length 
with  the  body,  and  thought,  by  many  merchants'  marks 
and  devices  on  the  north  side,  to  have  been  built  about  the 
time  of  Edward  IV.    The  north  aisle  was  built  about  the 
year  1500,  at  the  charge  of  James  Haviland  and  Helena 
his  wife,  as  appeared  by  an  inscription  over  one  of  the 
arches.    In  1509,  John  Bedtord  willed  to  be  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  St.  James's  church,  in  Poole,  and  gave  £10  to 
it.    In  1517,  William  Mesurer,  of  this  place,  appointed  his 
body  to  be  buried  in  our  lady  aisle,  in  thb  parish  church, 
if  he  died  here ;  and  bequeathed,  to  the  making  of  the  new 
rood-loft  and  tower  of  the  said  church,  all  such  money  as 
rested  unpaid  at  the  hour  of  his  death  of  the  £20  he  pro- 
mised to  the  edifying  this  fabric.     From  this  it  would 
appear  that  the  **  handsome  tower  and  cupola,"  which  had 
been  descried  by  the  Spanish  invaders  under  Pero  Nino  a 
century  before,  were  then  about  to  be  re-edified. 

Several  altars  were  anciently  founded  in  this  church, 
dedicated  to  different  saints,  and  each  served  by  a  separate 
priest. 

At  the  time  of  the  reformation,  this  church  was  rich  in 
plate,  ornaments,  vestments,    &c.,   as  we  find  from  an 
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inventory,  dated  Nov.  80, 1545 : — 

'*  Md'  that  one  the  laste  daye  of  Nowe'byre  and  in  the  zxr?y  yer  of 
the  rayne  of  kinge  Henry  the  viij*'*  and  in  the  yer  of  oure  lord 
God  1545,  a  inyytory  takyn  owte  of  all  jewellys  and  omemeHs 
belongy'g  to  the  churche  of  Pole,  in  presens  of  Thomas  Whyt  the 
eldyr  then  beyng  mayr,  Rychard  Havyland,  Wyly'm  HaTyland« 
and  Thomas  Gylleford,  then  beynge  one  of  the  churche  wardens 
for  y*  yere.     In  primis 

A  gret  chaless*  for  the  hye  awter  dowbull  gylte. 

It'  a  nother  small  chaless  for  the  hye  awter  for  eu'y  daye. 

It'  mor  i  chales  for  seynt  Gorges  awterf  dowbull  gylt. 

It'  mor  i  chales  p'sell  gyltt  yt  Richard  Havyla'ds  preste  sy'yyth  w^all. 

It'  mor  y'  daye  i  chales  p'sell  gyltt  yt  Thomas  Whytts  preste  sy'vyth 

w«»all. 
It'  mor  yt  daye  i  chales  p'seU  gyltt  yt  sir  TaiUrj:  sy'yyth  w*^alL 
Md'  yt  Wylya'  Bedylcome  &  Jamys  Mesurer  owt'  a  chales  p'sell  gyltt 

yt  Wyll'm  Mesewrer  lost  of  the  churche  when  he  was  robbyd. 
S'ma  yy  chales. 

Md'  yt  one  yt  daye  was  of  y*  churche  store  a  fayre  crosse  dowbull 

gyltt  e'amelyd  w*^  a  Mary  and  John. 
It'  mor  ther  ys  a  small  crosse  of  sylwer  for  eu'y  daye. 
It'  mor  a  payr  of  ca'styckes  of  sylwer  p'sell  gyltt. 
It'  mor  g  pyatej  of  syluer  p'se'  gyltt. 
It'  ij  sensersjj  of  syluer  p'sell  gyltt 
It'  i  oyle  Tate  of  sylw'r. 

It'  i  schyppf  of  sylwer  to  put  in  fronkensensse  in. 
It'  i  spone  of  sylwer  to  put  yn  y«  sensse  to  sensse  w*  all. 
It'  a  pyxe  of  sylwer  to  put  y«  sakyrme't  yn  dowbull  gyltt. 
It'  mor  a  smaler  pyxe  of  sylwer  dowbull  gyltt  to  bear  the  sakyrme't 

in. 


•  It  appeus  that  a  chalice  as  well  as  a  priest  was  appropriated  to  each  altar. 

f  The  altar  bdonging  to  the  fraternity  of  St  George ;  of  which  a  partlcalar  aotice 
will  be  given  in  a  fbture  page. 

X  Bryase  Tailar,  a  prieat  One  who  hat  taken  his  first  degree  in  the  uniTcrsity  it, 
in  the  academical  style,  called  Dominos,  and,  in  common  language,  was  anciently 
termed  Sir. 

I  The  pixes,  or  UtUe  chests  in  which  the  consecrated  host  was  kept  were  fre- 
quently enchased,  and  otherwise  ornamented,  in  a  rery  costly  manner.  From  this 
word  is  deriTed  a  ludicrous  expression.  sUU  used  hy  the  lower  orders,  rii.,  <*  please 
the  pigs.*'  The  Romanists  were  much  addicted  to  a<iijnTation.  and  frequently  trans- 
ferred their  prayers  from  the  consecrated  host  to  its  recepUde:  thus  their  <*if  it 
please  the  pix,*'  was  synonymous  with  the  more  modem  c>jacu]ation  "  if  it  please 
Ood  ;'*  and  when,  after  the  reformation,  the  pix  fell  into  general  disuse,  the  expres- 
sion became  easily  corrupted  into  the  ahoTe  Tulgarism. 

II  Censers.    Vessels  to  bum  frankincense  in. 

II  AsmallTeMel,  in  the  shape  of  a  boat  to  hold  the  frsnkincenie. 
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It'  mor  ther  ys  hongy'g  ou'r  y«  canopy  of  the  lesw  pyxe  xix  bellys  of 

sylwer  dowbull  gyltt. 
It'  ther  ys  mor  ^  old  crossys  of  brasse. 

Also  ther  ys  mor  yt  daye  'longy'g  to  y*  cliurche  a  sewt  of  restmemte* 

sett  w«*»  peril  the  hole  sewt. 
Also  xnor  yt  daye  a  sewte  of  vestemc'ts  sett  with  goolde  named 

bottekynf. 
It'  a  sewte  of  blewe  felevat  in  browdryd. 
It'  a  sewte  of  rede  felevat  in  browdryd. 

It'  a  sewte  of  whyt  damask  wtb of  gold. 

It'  a  sewte  of  grene  bawdekyn  geren  by  Denyse  Mesewr*. 

It'  a  sewt  of  old  bawdekyn  sylk. 

It'  a  sewt  of  black  damaske. 

It'  a  copej  of  blew  tyssewe. 

It'  a  cope  of  redo  felevat. 

It'  iiij  copyss  of  rede  damaske. 

It'  iiij  copyss  of  blewe  damaske. 

It'  yj  copys  of  whyt  bodekyn. 

Also  a  sewte  of  awter  clothcs§  of  rede  felevet  wth  shalappe  schells,  for 

the  hyc  awter,  w*b  ij  curtey*8||  of  rede  sylk. 
It'  also  a  sewte  of  awter  clothys  of  bawdekyn  sylke  wth  ij  curtey's. 
It'  a  sewte  of  awter  clothys  of  whyt  sylk  wth  ij  curtey's. 
It'  for  seynt  Gorge's  awter  a  sewt  of  awter  clothys  of  damask  blewe 

and  rede. 
It'  a  sewt  of  awter  clothys  for  our  lady's  awter  of  damask. 
It'  a  corporesse  casseV  of  cloth  of  goolde. 
It'  a  nother  corporesse  casse  of  cloth  of  tesewe. 
It'  a  nother  corporesse  casse  of  blewe  felevat. 


*  The  garment  particularly  called  the  veatment,  is  the  chasuUe,  caaula,  or  planeCa, 
■n  outer  reatmeiit,  pulled  o?er  the  head  and  cat  open  at  the  aides  to  the  shoulder, 
vhich  the  priest  wean  at  mass. 

t  Baadkyn,  bodkin,  kc,  was  a  peculiar  kind  of  rich  embroidery  of  ailk  and  gold. 

t  The  cope,  cappa.  called  also  pluviale,  used  for  the  choir  serrice  and  ceremonials. 
It  resembles  in  its  shape  a  large  and  flowing  cloak,  open  in  the  front,  and  fastens  on 
the  breast  by  dasps.    The  oopes  were  of  various  colours  and  materials. 

I  The  altar  doth  is  often  called  in  the  English  MS.  « fh>ntell.'  The  embroidery  of 
scallop  shdls  was  very  appropriate  in  a  maritime  port,  and,  probably,  had  relervnce 
to  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  town, 

II  The  curtains  here  mentioned  weie  to  cover  the  tabemade. 

V  Pockets  for  the  corporals.  The  corporals  were  the  doths  on  which  theeucbarist 
was  laid  at  the  altar ;  they  were  always  made  of  fine  linen,  and  were  considered  so 
sacred,  that  they  must  not  be  touched  by  lay  hands,  and  were  never  even  washed,  but 
when  old  and  dirty  were  burned. 
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It*  iij  baneres^  of  sylke  for  the  crossys,  i  grene,  i  blewe,  and  i  rede. 
It*  Uj  pelowsf  of  sylke,  and  a  nother  pelow  wrot  'm^  sylk. 
It*  another  pelowe  of  ca'vas. 

The  co*tent  yt  daye  of  clothys  for  the  awter. 

It*  iij  schetts  fyne  for  to  dress  the  sepulcore  on  good  fryday. 

It*  i  fyne  awter  clothe  playne. 

It*  mor  ix  awter  clothys  playne  good  and  bad  as  they  were. 

It*  a  zj  dyapier  clothys  nam*d  awter  clothys. 

It*  X  tewellyst  of  dyapur. 

It'  for  the  lent  tyme  iij  awter  clothys  to  honge  aboue  and  beneth  of 

playne  cloth  fumyshyd  w*''  crossys  of  the  same  cloth. 
It*  a  uayle  to  be  hongyd  yppo*  y*  lent  afor  y*  hye  awter. 
It'  for  iiij  awters,  iiij  pay  re  and  i  canne  styckes  of  latyn§.. 
It*  mor  ij  small  canne  of  latyn  beynge  but  pryckes. 
It*  ther  ys  vj  canne  styckes  w*^  bra*chys  of  latyn  y  t  stode  afor  ymages. 
It*  ij  latyn  basons  and  iy  basons  of  pewter. 
It'  mor  a  lampe  of  latyn  and  a  bason  of  latyn  for  the  paskals. 
It*  a  fote  of  laty'  to  sett  y*  crosse  a  pone  the  hye  awter. 
It*  a  gret  panne  of  a  x  galons. 
It*  a  brason  crock  w*"*  iij  leggys. 
It*  a  ly  tell  panne  of  a  petell. 

It'  a  tewell  to  couer  the  crosse  &  the  pelow  in  y*  sepnlcor  y*  good 
fryday. 

It*  a  nother  tewel  to  here in  the  Esterholy  dayys. 

It*  a  nother  tewell  of  rede  sylke  to  carry  the  oyle  Tatte  at  Ester.*' 

Other  inveDtorieSy  made  about  the  same  time,  contain 
nearly  the  same  particulars ;  but  there  occur  occasionally 
some  additional  items : — viz.» 

'*  It'  oTer  the  hye  awter  a  canapye|  of  redde  sattyn  in  that  a  pyxe  of 

yverye. 
"  It'  a  pawled  of  blew  felerat. 
••  It'  y«  albes**  longy'g  to  y«  Testements  saying  iliy  tlbee  lackyngo 

and  woxne. 


•  Burnett  were  used  in  proeetilon,  on  TigUs  and  fMti,  appended  to  the  ( 

i  These  pUlowt  were  enshiona  of  ailk  for  the  high  altar,  to  rest  the  mass  book  upon, 

tTowds.   The  altar  linen  for  Tarions  purposes.. 

I  Candlcatlcki  of  latten;  an  alloy  of  oopper  and  tine. 

R  The  canopy  doth  wm  borne  over  the  enchariat  on  solemn  proeeisions,  as  on  the 
feaat  of  Corpna  ChrUti,  and  in  Tisitatlons  to  the  aiek. 

IT  Altar-paDa,  to  cover  the  altar,  were  of  aUk,  Tdvet,  kc,  and  eitlicr  white.  r«d» 
green,  blue,  or  Uaek,  according  to  the  featl?al  day  or  office  which  waa  odebrated. 

••  The  alb  to  a  white  linen  garment  worn  by  the  prieats.  deacons,  and  anbi^leaeons, 
reaching  down  to  the  feet,  and  tied  round  the  neck  and  at  the  wrists,  and  gathfied 
1^  a  girdle  round  the  waist. 

2  S 
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"  li'  iiy  surpUsea  for  the  pristea  and  clarkes. 
**  IV  ij  cro8  staues^  aimyd  'with  bras. 
"  It*  ij  payre  of  orgains. 
"  It*  more  in  ye  church  towro  iiy  bellis. 

"  Item  ther  ys  one  side  of  one  ylle  of  oitr  churche  couercd  w***  ledd 
and  two  goters  w***  we  estyme  to  be  4  tons." 

From  a  note  appended  (o  one  of  the  inventories,  we 
learn  that  the  greater  part  of  the  plate  and  several  of  the 
belb  had  been  disposed  of  at  their  utmost  value ;  and  that 
the  proceeds  had  been  applied,  by  command  of  the  lord 
;)rotector  Somerset,  in  many  charges  and  reparations  done 
upon  the  fortifications  of  the  town,  such  plate  and  bells 
having  been  given  to  the  town  for  that  purpose  "  by  my 
lord's  grace  at  his  being  in  Poole.*' 

By  an  instrument  [dated  Jan.  9,  7th  Ed.  VI.]  executed 
by  the  commissioners  of  church  goods,  for  the  county  of 
Dorset,  it  appears  that  there  were  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  church  of  Poole,  one  chalice  weighing  12  ounces,  and 
two  belb  in  the  tower,  weighing  by  estimation  6  cwt ;  and 
that  the  residue  of  the  bells,  &c.,  had  been  sold  and 
employed  "  for  the  makyng  of  bulworks  and  dyches  for 
the  defence  of  the  said  towne." 

But  notwithstanding  the  church  had  been  thus  denuded 

)f  its  rich  store  of  plate,  vestments,  and  other  goods,  at 

he  period  of  the  reformation,  yet^  on  the  re-introduction  of 

)opery  during  the  reign  of  Mary,  many  of  the  articles 

ecessary  in  the  popish  ceremonials  were  i^in  procured, 

s  is  found  from  the  following  inventory  taken  in  the  2nd 

'•-  ear  of  Elizabeth's  reign : — 

''  Poole;  beinge  a  peculiar,  and  of  late  belonginge  to  the  piyorye  of 
of  Brad*stoke. 

"A  newe  inventorye  indented  of  all  suche  belles,  bookes,  goodes, 
jewelles,  and  ornaments,  as  belonge  and  apertayne  to  the  church 
of  Poole,  w*^  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  suche  as  hathe  benne 
crystcned,  maryed,  and  buryed,  sythens  the  feast  of  St.  John  the 
baptyste,  in  anno  d*ni  1558,  made  and  presented  to  the  queue's 
ma****  comyssyon's  at  Blandforde,  the  xxyiij  daye  of  November, 
anno  d'ni  1559. 


^  Staves  to  which  the  cross  was  aflbLed  when  borne  in  procesaioni. 
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Goode«^— Item  one  lytell  challyce  Kt^^tmi  t  cover,  of  sylver,  welnge 
vj  owBoeB,  -v^  senrethe  for  tKe  communyoa  table.  One  ipreate 
bell  and  a  lytell  bellj  weinge  by  estymac'on  vij  c.  One  peare  of 
vestments  of  satten  of  Brydges,  and  one  cope  of  the  same.  One 
crosse.  One  peare  of  sensers,  and  'One  shippe  of  bruie.  ij 
lyimen  clothes  inrch  s'vethe  for  the  commanyon  table. 

Bookea.'^liGm  one  masBcbook^;  one  manuelf;  one  grayle};  and 
one  precessyonall}. 

Onr  images  be  all  defaced  and  brente. 

Xzistened  bg  persons  [whose  names  are  giYen]. 

Buryed  the  nomber  of  one  c  &  ▼  p'sons. 
"  Maryed  xxix  couples  [named]. 

The  administrac'on  of  the  sacram'ts  are  decently  p'paryd  for  aoQor« 
dyage  to  the  boke  of  comon  prayar  and  the  qnene'a  ma'ties 
ixyunc'ons. 

The  quene's  ma'tie  ys  patron  of  the  p'sonage  of  Poole.    John 
Sewar  ys  mynistar  and  serrythe  the  cure. 
**  The  nu'bre  of  people  be  one  thousand." 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  1663,  a  service  of  plate,  &c.,  for  the 
communion  table  was  presented  by  an  unknown  person. 
This  was  stolen  from  the  church  ^on  the  6th  of  November 
following,  and  an  Irishman  was  committed  to  gaol  on  sus- 
picion of  being  concerned  in  the  sacrilege,  but  soon  after- 
wards, and  before  he  could  be  brought  to  trial,  he  died  in 
prison ;  and  it  was  conjectured  at  the  time  that  his  death 
was  occasioned  by  poison.    The  plate  was  never  found. 

THE   PRESENT  CHURCH 

was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  structure,  and  opened  for 
divine  worship  in  I820||.    It  is  a  large  and  commodious 

«  Misntk,  conUining  the  order  of  cetebnting  nan,  with  the  preper  miticn  itf 
particular  saints. 

4  Manual,  the  ritoal,  containing  all  things  belonging  to  the  seoramcnti,  sacnb> 
mentals,  and  benedictions. 

t  Oradnala.  The  gradual  takes  its  name  from  the  prayer  chaxmted  gradatim,  after 
theepiille.   It  is  the  ckolr  book  nsed  Cdt  singing  nasi. 

I  Books  of  the  order  and  serrioe  for  the  ecclesiastical  processions. 

II  This  church  was  erected  at  tha  cost  of  £9010 ;  of  which  the  parish  voted  £9000, 
the  corporation  ga?e  £1000,  and  private  subscriptioiM  ampunted  to  4^0^,  J^ 
tower,  which  was  also  rebuilt,  cost  £8730 ;  mskiag  a  total  of  £il,7|0. 
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edifice,  coDsisUng  of  a  nave  and  two  aisles,  with  a  small 
chancel ;  but  it  possesses  little  or  no  architectural  beauty. 
At  the  west  end  is  a  tower,  in  which  are  eight  bells.  The 
principal  entrance  to  the  church  is  by  a  vestibule  leading 
through  the  tower,  having  the  vestry  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  Sunday  school  room  on  the  other.  The  appearance  of 
the  interior  of  the  church,  on  entering  it,  is  very  pleasing, 
and  derives  much  effect  from  the  large  and  lofty  east 
window,  which  is  of  painted  glass,  representing  Faith, 
personified  in  a  female  figure,  kneeling  on  the  cross,  with 
the  open  bible  and  the  cup  of  the  new  testament  before 
her,  suppliantly  gazing  upwards,  whence  a  flood  of  light  is 
poured  on  her.  The  window  is  divided  by  two  mullions, 
and  this  painting  occupies  the  centre  compartment.  The 
ceiling,  which  is  supported  by  lofty  but  inelegant  columns, 
is  neatly  groined.  A  spacious  gallery  runs  round  the 
church,  excepting  at  the  east  end.  The  pulpit,  reading 
desk,  &c.,  are  elegantly  constructed  of  oak.  In  the  chan« 
eel,  underneath  the  east  window,  is  an  altar  piece  of  rich 
mahogany,  and  of  elaborate  workmanship.  It  is  divided 
into  tiiree  compartments  by  fluted  pilasters  of  the  Cormth- 
ian  order  standing  on  a  pedestal,  and  supporting  an 
entablature  with  a  sculptured  frieze.  The  central  compart- 
ment, which  is  the  largest,  is  surmounted  by  a  pediment. 
In  this  compartment  are  inscribed  the  Decalogue,  and  the 
following  record  of  toe  donation  of  the  altar  piece :  *<  The 
Gift  of  Richard  Pinnel,  esq.,  A.D.,  1736.  Repaired  and 
Beautified,  A.D.,  1820."  In  the  north  compartment  are 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  Proverbs,  xix,  17:  and  the 
Apostles'  Creed,  and  Psalm,,  xli,  1,  occupy  the  south 
division.  The  embroidered  cloth  for  the  communion 
table  was  presented  to  the  church,  in  1821,  by  Miss  Jeffery. 
In  the  west  gallery  is  a  large,  powerful,  and  richly  toned 
organ,  pres^ted  to  the  church,  in  1799,  by  Benjamin 
Lester,  esq.,  who,  at  the  same  time,  vested  in  the  public 
funds  a  sum  of  money  producing  £20  per  annum,  which 
he  appropriated  as  a  salary  for  an  organist,  appointing  the 


J 
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corporation  to  be  the  trustees.  In  the  front  of  the  same 
gallery  is  a  clocks  the  gift  of  James  Seager,  esq* ;  over 
which  is  a  sculpture  of  the  royal  arms  of  England,  pre- 
sented by  G.  W.  Ledgardy  esq.,  both  in  1821.  There  are 
several  brass  cfaandeliersi  for  lighting  the  church,  chiefly 
presented  at  various  periods,  by  representatives  of  the 
borough. 

All  the  monuments  now  in  the  church  are  mural,  several 
of  them  possessing  much  elegance.  There  was  an  altar 
tomb  in  the  old  churdi,  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Robarts, 
a  merchant,  who  was  a  considerable  benefactor  to  the 
town ;  but  it  was  removed  at  the  demolition  of  that  struc- 
ture. The  monumental  inscriptions  in  the  present  church 
are  as  follows : — 

IN  THE  SOUTH  AISLE. 

'*  Underneath  lyes  the  Body  of 

GioROB  Lbwbn,  Esqre., 

a  worthy  member 

and  three  years  mayor  of  this 

antient  corporation. 

Obt  15th  November,  1718, 

iEtatissuie,  71." 

Above  are  the  arms  of  Lewen,  party  per  pale,  g.  &  az.    3  bucks' 
heads  erased,  or.    Crest,  a  back's  head  erased,  or. 


X  To  the  Memory  of 
Sir  Pbtbr  Thompson,  knt,  a  native  of  Poole,  and  member  of  its 
ancient  corporation,  F.R.S.,  member  of  ye  Society  of  Antiquaries,  Lon- 
don, and  was  representative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  St.  Albans. 
He  died  31st  Oct.,  1770,  aged  72  years. 

Also, 

Amy  Hasbldbn,  his  only  sister, 

who  died  27th  OcU,  1770, 

Aged  65  years. 

Jambs  Thompson, 
of  London,  Merchant, 
who  was  bom  in  this  town  V.  IVN,  MDGLXXXVIl,  and  died  VIII 
Mar.,  MDCGXL.  And  Thomas  Hasbldbn,  F.R.S.,  head  master  of  the 
Royal  Academy  at  Portsmouth,  who  married  Amy,  the  only  sister  of  Ifr. 
Thompson,  and  died  XXV  April,  MDCGXL,  aged  LV,  were  buried 
here  together,  XVII  May,  MDCGXL." 

Above  are  the  arms  of  Thompson ; — az.  a  lion  passant  guardant  or. 
Cxest,  a  lion  rampant  or.,  with  a  ducal  coronet  round  his  neck. 
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'"This  Homtment 
To  ike  lf«ou»7  of  tke  Bey.  Sakubl  FAtrco^sm,  MJi^ 

late  vicar  of  Oamington, 

and  twenty  years  minister  of  this  Parish,  was  erected 

Aug.  ^,  1778,  by  Maetba,  his  surriving  widoif. 

Ue  was  a  man  of  strong  Crenios^ 

sound  Erudition,  and  of  just  Taste. 

His  determined  perseverance  in  the  discharge 

of  his  Parochial  Duties 

was  cmoh  as  commanded  Respect 

He  died  January  the  23rd,  1788,  in  the  61st  year  of  his  age. 

His  remains,  and  those  of  his  first  wife, 

EuiiftBTB,  dku^ter  of  sir  SBsasTiAH  Swalb,  baM^ 

lie  buried  in  the  opposite  isle. 

Also  of  lljixnuL  Fawcombb,  widow  of  the  abore 
Samuel  Fawcombb,  who  died  24th  March,  1818.' 


*» 


**  To  the  Memoxy  of 
Mr.  JoBH  MAfTERS,  mcTchant  of  this  town,  whose  tender  affection  to  his 
Wife,  sincerity  to  his  Friends,  Hberality  to  the  Poor,  and  general  bene- 
Tolenc^  to  all  mankind,  rendered  him  universally  esteemed.  This  Monu- 
ment was  erected  by  his  sorrowful  relict,  as  a  Token  of  her  everlasting 
love  for  him.  He  died  in  London,  June  SK),  A.D.,  1755,  in  the  64th  year 
of  his  age,  and  lies  buried  near  this  place." 


**  In  Memoxy  of 

FuLKCiB  Lester,  alderman 

of  this  corporation,  who  died 

July  ye  8, 1738,  aged  70. 

Also,  Rachell,  his  wife,  who  died 

Jan.  ye  21, 1768,  aged  83, 

with  Fbams.,  Wm.,  Sarah,  Susannah, 

and  Rachell,  five  of  their  children. 

Also,  John  Lester,  alderman  of  this 

corporation,  and  son  of  the 

above  Francis  Lester,  who  died 

August  ye  28, 1775,  aged  74. 

Also,  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  daughter 

of  Wm.  Goldwirb,  esq.,  who  died 

Nov.  ye  8,  1770,  aged  84. 

Also,  Isaac  Lester,  merchant,  son 

of  the  above  Fras.  Lester,  who 

died  Sept.  ye  20, 1778,  aged  60. 

This  Monument  was  erected 

by  Benjamin  and  Sarah 

Lester,  the  only 

surviving  chUdroa, 
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Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Bbnjahin  Lbstbs, 

alderman,  and  late  representative  in  parliament  for  this  towns 

who  died  25th  January,  1802,  aged  78  years. 

Also,  of  SusAKH AH,  his  wife,  who  died  4th  March,  1798, 

aged  76  years. 

And  SusAXf  NAH,  their  daughter,  who  died  14th 
February,  1778,  aged  21  yean« 

Also,  of  Sabah  Lbstbb,  sister  of  the  above 
Bbnjamim  Lbstbb,  who  died  5th  February,  1785, 

aged  75  years. 

Sir  John  Lestbr,  knight, 

died  the  12th  Januazy,  1805, 

aged  50  years." 


"  In  Memory  of 

Geobgb  Tito,  Esqre., 

merchant  of  this  town, 

and  Eluabbth,  his  wife. 

She  died  4th  August,  1767,  aged  60, 

He  died  23rd  October,  1774,  aged  70. 

Also,  Elizabeth  Bbxcb, 

their  daughter, 

wife  of  Edward  Briob,  Esq., 

who  died  11th  October,  1761,  aged  31. 

This  Monument  was  erected 

by  Gbobqb  Tito  Bricb* 

sole  surviving  son  of  the  above 

Edward  and  Elizabeth  Bricb.*' 


"  Near  this  place 
lies  the  body  of 

PbTBR  JOLLIFT. 

who,  in  the  late  wars. 
Signalized  himself  against  the  French  with  uncommon  courage, 
And  frequently  revenged  their  insolencies  towards  the  English 

by  captivity  or  death. 

William  the  Third, 

In  justice  to  the  merit  of  so  brave  a  man, 

Rewaided  his  services  with  a  commissioo,  and  a  medalof  Oeld: 

George  the  First, 

at  his  accession  to  the  thronet 

Gave  him  the  command  of  the  town  in  all  military  afikirs. 

Thus,  having  been  distinguished  by  these  two  great  kingq, 

He  dy'd,  in  the  72nd  year  of  his  age. 

On  the  12th  day  of  November,  1730. 
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He  left  seTeral  children ; 

William,  the  yotmgett, 

caOsed  this  Monument  to  be  erected  to  his  Memor^Ty 

On  the  19ih  October,  1737. 

In  Memory  also  of  the  above  mentioned  William  Jolliff, 

(an  alderman  and  a  merchant  of  this  town,) 

who  died  AnguBt  the  7th,  1762,  aged  64  years. 

And  Blizabbth,  his  wife, 

who  died  January  the  6th,  1747-8^ 

aged  45  years. 

Whose  bodies  lie  entombed 

near  this  place.'* 

Beneath  are  the  arms  of  Jolliff: — s.  a  double-headed  eagle  expanded^ 
ar. ;  on  a  chief  g.  a  lion  passant,  or.  Crest  an  eagle's  head  erased  s.» 
beaked  or. 


IN   THE   GALLERY   OP  THE   SOUTH   AISLE. 

<*  Sacred 

To  the  Memory  of  Jambs  Seaobr,  merchant, 

an  alderman  of  this  town,  who  died  24th  December,  1808,  aged  71  years. 

Also,  of  Rbbbcca,  his  wife,  who  died  2nd  March,  1821,  aged  87  years. 

And  of  John  and  Sarah,  their  two  infant  children. 

Also,  of  Rbbbcca  Noblb,  their  daughter, 
who  died  at  Malta,  3rd  May,  1808,  aged  37  years. 

And  of  Amt  Seaobr,  wife  of  Jambs  Sbaobr, 
(who  caused  this  Monument  to  be  erected). 
She  died  22nd  March,  1819,  aged  41  years. 

Also,  of  Ursula  Sxutt  Jubbbr  Sbagbr,  second  wife  of  the  aboTo 
Jambs  Sbaobb,  who  died  4th  Januaxy,  1825,  aged  28  years. 

And  of  their  infant  child.  Jambs  Oadbm  Skaobb» 
who  died  18th  Nov.,  1823.'* 


"  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mart, 

wife  of  Robert  Slaob,  merchant  of  this  town  and  county, 

who  died  January  11, 1816,  aged  45  years. 

Also,  of  Sarah,  daughter  of  the  above, 
who  died  April  12, 1807,  in  the  5th  year  of  her  age. 

Also,  of  Elizabeth  Leer,  another  daughter  of  the  abore, 

(and  wife  of  Robert  Slade,) 

who  died  9th  February,  1829,  aged  29  yean." 
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IV  THE  MORTH  AI9LB. 

"Sacied 

to  Uie  Memoiy  of 

Mr.  RoBBAT  YoTmo, 

of  thistowiH 

who  diod  the  l8t  of  Jamury,  1773, 

aeed64  7ettxs, 

and  liei  bmiod  in  thii  tiile. 

A]fo»  of 

Mn.  Amm  Tovifo, 

wife  of  the  above  Robbbt  Youmo, 

who  died  the  Sod  of  Deeeaber,  1775, 

aged  65  yean: 

And  ia  iaterred  in  a  TaoU 

in  the  chuichyard  of 

ialewofth, 

in  the  coimty  of 

.     Middlesex." 


*'  To  the  Memory  of 

Mr.  Q\o.  Htdb,  merchant, 

and  alderman  of  this  town ; 

and  Eli^tb.  his  wife. 

She  died  Ang.  31, 1762, 

aged  55  years. 

He  died  May  11, 1763, 

aged  58  years. 

This  was  erected  by  their 

sole  surviving  son, 

Thos.  Htdb." 


"  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

Thomas  Jubbbr,  merchant,  late  of  this  town  and  comity, 

who  died  the  12lh  of  September,  1778,  aged  56  years. 

And  whose  remains  are  deposited  near  this  place. 

Also,  of  Robbbt  and  Thomas  Jubbbb,  sons  of 
the  above  Thomas  Jubbbb,  who  both  died  abroad. 

Also,  of  Ubsdla  Jubbbr,  wife  of  the  above  Thomas  Jubbbb, 
who  died  the  26th  of  June,  1793»  aged  66  years. 

Also,  of  Ursula  Jobbbb,  dan^^iter  of  the  above 

Thomas  and  Umula  Jubbbb,  who  died  the  6th  of  Feb.,  1797, 

and  ai  wheae  j^artieolav  nqjOMt  this  Monument 

was  caused  to  be  ereeted. 
Mimmal  Joift  ore  im  rcfsrve  for  Mit  nyAliOML 

Also,  to  the  Memory  of  Bbnmkxm  Sbwr  Gadsv^ 
aonof  TaeMMMrf  Uabi  CU»bf, 

2T 
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who  died  Maxoh  9, 1820,  in  the  2l8t  year  of  his  age. 
His  modest  worth  secured  him  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him»  and  his 
Death  is  deplored  by  his  Family  as  a  loss  never  to  be  repaired.    This 
humble  Stone  is  erected  by  them  as  a  lasting  Monument  of  the  warmest 
affection.        His  remains  are  deposited  in  the  church  yard." 


"  Sacred 

To  the  Memory  of  William  Spurrier, 

an  alderman  and  merchant  of  this  town, 

who  died  the  20th  of  March,  1809, 

aged  75  years. 

Also,  of  Mart,  his  wife,  who  died  at  Bath, 

July  27, 1781,  aged  52  years, 

and  who  lies  buried  in  Walcot  church  in  that  city. 

Also,  of  William  Spurrier,  son  of  the  above 

William  and  Mart, 

who  died  April  18, 1800,  aged  37  years." 


**  In  Memory  of 

BoBBRT  Hbnniko,  merchant, 

-  an  alderman  of  this  corporation : 

He  was 

A  generous  and  faithful  Friend, 

A  tender  Husband, 

An  indulgent  Father, 

A  lover  of  his  Country, 

and  a  Friend  of  Mankind. 

He  died  May  30,  1757,  aged  60. 

Here  also  lies  Margaret,  his  wife, 
who  died  Feb.  17, 1736,  aged  36. 

With  George,  Edward,  and  Margaret, 
three  of  their  children. 

Margaret,  a  grandchild,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Mary  Hennino. 

This  Monument  was  erected  by 

John  and  RobeIit  Hennimo, 

the  surviving  sons." 


**  In  Memory 

of  Sir  William  Phipard,  knight, 

who  represented  the  town  and  county  of 

Poole  in  Parliament. 

He  departed  this  life,  Jan.  23, 1723,  aged  73. 

And  of  Dame  Mary,  his  wife, 

who  died  May  1, 1725,  aged  44. 


BCCLEftlASTICAL  HISTORY.  823 

Alfo,  of  Gborgb  Phipabo,  their  son, 
who  died  Aug.  28, 1739,  aged  24. 

Also,  of  Elizabeth  Phipard,  their  grandau^ter, 

who  died  Feb.  4, 1767,  aged  17. 

Also,  of  John  Phipard,  another  son 

of  the  above  named  Sir  Wm.  and  Dame  Mabt, 

and  father  of  the  said  Eux.  Pbipabo» 

who  died  April  10, 1774,  aged  63 ; 

Haying  by  his  will  ordered  this  Monument 

to  be  erected. 

Near  this  place  lie  the  remains  of  Eliz.,  wife 

of  William  Clbbtbs,  late  merchant  of  this  tows, 

dau{^ter  of  the  aboye  named 

Sir  William  and  Dame  Mabt  Phipabd, 

who  died  March  31, 1769,  aged  55. 

Also,  of  William  Phipard,  esq.,  eldest  son 

of  the  aboye  named  Sir  William  and  Dame  BiLlet, 

who  died  Dec  27, 1788,  aged  80  years.*' 


*'  The  Souls  of  the  Just  are  in  the  hands  of  God." 

Samubl  Bowlbs  died  March  2, 1750,  aged  44  years. 

Mabt,  his  first  wife, 

dau^ter  of  the  Rev.  Bbnjamin  Culmb,  A.M., 

Rector  of  Studland, 

died  March  21, 1746,  aged  35  yean. 

Maroarbt,  his  second  and  sunriying  wife, 

(who  subsequently  married  the  Rey.  Thomas  Coxbb, 

A.M.,  rector  of  Mappowder,) 

died  in  1789,  aged  84  years. 

Amy,  the  sister  of  the  said  Mabgarbt, 

and  the  widow  of  Isaac  Lbstbb, 

an  eminent  merchant  of  this  place, 

died  August  6, 1788,  aged  84  yean. 

The  above  Maboaebt  and  Amy 

were  two  of  the  daughtcn 

of  the  Reverend  Matthew  Bowles,  A.M., 

formerly  rector  of  Corfe  Castle. 

Elizabeth  Tiyietob, 

sister  of  Mr.  Samuel  Bowles, 

died  April  7,  1788,  aged  78  yean. 

Hoc  Monumentum  renovari  curabU  Caroiua  Bowles  de  ShastOHt 

Armiger,  A,D.,  1825. 


M4  BOCtBtlASnCAL  HltTOftT. 

Ill  THB  OALLmT  OF  THB  RORTH  AISLE. 

**  Erected  by  tlie  BreOnen  of  tlie  most 

ancie&t  tad  renefable  order  of  Free 

and  accepted  Ifasona,  resident  within 

tlie  Prorinee  of  Dorset,  to  commemonte 

tlM  priTste  worth  of  their  respected 

Biother,  Thomas  PAna,  of  this  town, 

as  wall  as  the  BeneRt  conferred 

Vy  him  on  Masonry.    He  was 

Deputy  PioviBoial  Grand  Blaster* 

dniiaf  32  years,  anddisd 

the  l»pd  of  May,  l^H  H^  56  years." 

It  18  a  subject  for  regret  that  many  of  the  more  ancient 
monumental  inseriptions,  which  were  contained  in  the  old 
church,  sereral  of  them  being  records  of  individuak  and 
families  conspicuous  in  the  early  annals  of  the  town,  were 
not  preserved  within  the  walb  of  the  new  structure. 

Dirine  service  is  performed  and  a  sermon  preached 
three  times  on  every  Sunday,  in  the  church,  viz.,  at  half- 
past  ten,  at  three,  and  at  six  o'clock.  The  church  is  also 
open  for  divine  service  every  Wednesday  and  Friday.  The 
Sunday  evening  lecture  is  provided  for  by  a  bequest  of  sir 
John  Lester,  who,  by  bis  will,  in  1805,  bequeathed,  for  this 
purpose,  a  sum  of  money  invested  in  the  funds,  of  which 
the  corporation  were  appointed  trustees,  directing  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  be  applied  in  the  following  propor- 
tions : — ^£62  per  annum  for  the  minister ;  £10  for  the 
clerk ;  £10  for  the  organist ;  and  £5  for  the  sexton. 

The  rev.  P.  W.  Jolliffe,  M.  A.,  at  present  holds  the 
perpetual  curacy ;  and  the  rev.  W.  M.  Dudley,  B.A.,  is 
the  assistant  curate. 

The  churchyard  having  been  fully  occupied  by  inter- 
ments, a  piece  of  garden  ground  adjoining  was  purchased 
in  1778,  in  trust  for  the  parish,  and  subsequently  enclosed 
as  a  burying  ground.  This  also  having  been  found 
insufficient  for  the  purpose,  a  large  field  at  Hungerhill  was 


/• 
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purchased  for  the  parish.  It  was  enclosed,  and,  on  the 
8rd  of  July,  1781,  was  consecrated  by  Dr.  Beilby  Porteus, 
then  bishop  of  Chester,  afterwards  bishop  of  London,  and 
has  since  been  used  as  a  burjing  ground. 

The  parsonage  house,  which  adjoins  the  churchyard, 
was  rebuilt  by  the  corporation  in  1786. 


THE   FRATERNITY   OF   ST.  QEOROE. 

We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  church  of  Poole,  prior 
to  the  reformation,  there  were  four  altars,  of  which  one 
was  dedicated  to  St  George.  This  altar  belonged  to  the 
members  of  the  fraternity  of  St.  Greorge,  which  formerly 
existed  in  Poole,  and  which  was  exclusively  a  religious 
foundation. 

Fraternities  were  of  two  species,  secular  and  religious. 
l*he  secular  guilds  or  fraternities  were  the  root  of  our 
present  mercantile  and  trading  companies  or  corporations; 
and  were  associations  founded  for  the  purposes  of  mutual 
defence  and  protection,  and  the  advancement  of  trade. 
The  religious  fraternities,  on  the  other  fiand,  were  estab« 
lished  for  purposes  of  devotion  and  alms-deeds.  They 
formed  a  branch  of  those  ecclesiastical  establishments, 
taking  their  foundation  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  papacy, 
by  which  its  power  was  sought  to  be  extended,  and  through 
the  instrumentality  of  which  not  only  was  subsistence 
afforded  to  tlie  multitudes  who,  allured  by  the  prospect  of 
a  life  of  ease,  and  by  the  pomp  and  sanctity  with  which  the 
papal  priest  was  invested,  eagerly  strove  for  the  sacerdotal 
office,  but  means  were  afforded  for  bringing  the  wealth 
and  influence  of  the  laity  to  assist  In  the  great  work  of 
papal  aggrandizement.  These  establishments  took  the 
various  forms  in  which  they  have  been  found, — from  tlie 
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stately  and  opulent  abbej  and  priory,  down  to  the  more 
humble  fraternity  and  chantry,  and  even  to  the  lowly  cell. 

A  devotional  fraternity  partook  considerably  of  the 
nature  of  a  chantry.  Now  a  chantry  was  an  altar  set  apart 
in  a  parochial  or  other  church,  and  endowed  with  certain 
property,  on  condition  of  masses,  obits,  anniversaries, 
lights,  &c.,  being  performed  or  attended  to.  Their 
nature  is  very  particularly  described  in  the  will  of  John 
Barton,  of  Buckingham,  by  which  he  appoints  and  endows 
a  chantry  in  the  church  of  St  Peter,  in  Buckingham^. 
Fraternities  appear  to  have  been  an  enlargement  of  this 
principle,  and  to  have  been  incorporated  associations  to 
provide  masses  for  the  souls  of  deceased  members  and  of 
those  who  had  endowed  the  institution ;  to  sustain  a  con« 
tinually  burning  light  before  the  altar  of  some  particular 
saint ;  to  perfortn  alms-deeds ;  and  to  apply  their  funds  to 
other  religious  and  charitable  purposes. 

The  fraternity  founded  in  Poole,  and  dedicated  to  Eng- 
land's patron  saint,  was  clearly  such  an  incorporation; 
reputative,  however,  rather  than  legal,  for  no  charter  of  in- 
corporation can  be  found ;  and  although  there  existed  many 
such  fraternities  without  a  strictly  legal  foundation,  and 
which,  consequently,  were  adulterine,  yet  they  were 
suffered  to  remain  until  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries, 
&c.,  where  no  distinction  was  observed  between  those 
legally  founded  and  others  which  could  not  produce  a 
charter  of  incorporation;  for  a  college  or  chantry  in 
reputaftion,  although  it  wanted  sufficient  foundation  and 
incorporation  in  law,  was  given  to  the  king  by  the  act  1st 
Ed.  IV.,  c.  14,  because,  we  are  told  by  Coke,  the  intent  of 
the  makers  of  the  act  was  to  take  away  all  superstition  out 
of  men's  minds,  and  not  to  suffer  any  to  have  continuance ; 
and  superstition  was  maintained  as  well  in  reputative 
chantries  as  in  others. 


•  Coke,  Rep.,  IL,  «7. 
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The  fraternity  of  St«  George  was,  in  all  probability, 
founded  in  the  latter  portion  of  the  fourteenth  century ;  as 
the  earliest  document  of  a  donation  to  it,  and  which 
is  numbered  3,  bears  the  date  of  Sep.  20,  1408.  The 
property  with  which  it  was  originally  endowed  must 
have  been  very  small,  but  the  society  became  subse- 
quently possessed  of  property  of  considerable  value,  by  the 
piety  of  successive  donors,  who,  under  the  influence  of 
that  comfortable  superstition  for  the  rich,  invented  by  the 
papists,  thought,  by  purchasing  the  posthumous  masses  of 
the  good  priests,  that  they  should  escape,  in  a  future 
world,  impunity  for  the  sins  committed  during  life.  In 
the  coffer  of  the  church  of  St.  James,  the  brethren  kept  a 
register  of  the  donations  made  to  them.  This  cannot  now 
be  found,  and  was  probably  taken  away  when  the  possess- 
ions of  the  fraternity  were  surrendered.  But  there  are  in 
existence  amongst  the  municipal  archives,  several  loose 
papers,  which  are  clearly  the  copy  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  this  register,  or,  at  least,  of  some  of  the  deeds  of 
gift  entered  therein.  From  circumstances  mentioned  in 
some  notes  appended  to  thb  copy,  it  is  manifest  that  it  was 
made  between  the  years  1548  and  1558.  This  document 
is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  besides  being  deficient 
in  several  leaves ;  yet  we  are  enabled  to  form  some  idea  of 
the  extent  of  the  possessions  of  the  fraternity,  by  the  exist- 
ing papers,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract.  They 
are  all  numbered  in  the  margin,  and  the  first  in  order  is  3. 

[3.]_John  Pryker,  by  his  will,  dated  Sep.  20,  1408, 
bequeaths  to  the  wardens  of  the  fraternity  of  St.  George, 
a  rent  charge  of  20d.  per  annum,  arising  from  a  piece 
of  land  and  two  houses. 

[4.] — Alicia  Stowey,  abo  by  will,  dated  Sep.  17,  1460, 
gave  a  rent  charge  of  3s.  4d.,  arising  from  a  piece  of 
land.  This  rent  charge  was,  in  1526,  redeemed  by  the 
pajrment  of  £3  13s.  4d.,  by  Philippin,  the  wife  of  Davy 
Green,  to  Stephen  Reek  and  William  Gell,  wardens  of 
the  brotherhood  of  St.  George. 
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[5.] — Waller  Haron  and  Eleanor,  his  wife,  of  Sherford, 
Hants,  20th  January,  1529,  by  deed  of  gift,  con?eyed 
a  gardea  adjoining  the  house  called  the  Almshouse. 

[6.] — Margaret  Emmett,  widow,  gave,  in  mortmain,  to 
John  Mower  and  John  Skynner,  keepers  and  wardens 
of  the  Hght  or  fraternity  of  St.  George,  a  piece  of  land 
(s.  d.)  As  ihb  copy  is  the  most  perfect,  we  gire  it 
entire,  to  shew  the  customary  form  of  the  donations : — 

**  Bee  ytt  knowen  to  all  men  present  &  to  them  that 
bee  to  come  I  Margaret  Emmett  in  my  pure.wydow* 
bode  and  lawfiull  powre  in  the  towne  of  Pole  in  the 
shier  of  Dosshet,  have  gy ven  and  graunted  and  by  thes 
my  present  charvtye  confyrmed  to  John  Mower  and  to 
John  Skynner  kepers  &  wardens  of  the  light  and  fra« 
temvtye'of  St.  warge  in  the  church  of  ^  James's  in 
the  towne  of  Poi^e  aforesayd  And  to  ther  successors 
for  the  time  beinge  a  pece  of  my  londs  with  all  his  por« 
tenance  ther  to  lonjginge  lyinge  wythyn  the  libertye  of 
the  towne  aforesayd,  betwvxt  the  lona  of  Maud  £ibott 
of  the  west  part'  and  the  lond  of  John  Thomos  of  the 
Eest  part  And  the  king's  wave  by  North  and  a  lan« 
callya  deerehayes  lanne  by  South  To  have  &  to  hold 
the  foresayd  pece  of  lond  with  his  portenance  unto 
the  foresayd  kypers  &  wardens  to  them  and  to  ther 
successors  for  the  tyme  being  in  flee  for  evermore 
under  such  conditions  that  the  sayd  pece  of  lond  wyth 
his  portenance  shall  nev^  bee  sold  ne  allvenyd  by  the 
sayd  keper3  &  wardens  nother  by  n<me  or  ther  sueceft- 
sors  ne  ther  assignes  in  ther  name,  but  onlye  all  such 
profy tts  and  revenews  that  groweth  or  maye  growe  of 
the  sayd  londs  shall  bee  sett  and  impfoyed  from  yere  to 

i&ref  by  the  supervise  &  gode  guydinge  of  the  sayd 
epers  and  wardeoB  unto  the  worshipp,  lawde  and 
praysing^  of  the  gloryowse  marter  St.  George  &  to  the 
sustenacion  of  his  service  and  light  so  everlastinglye  to 
indure,  yeldinge  yerely  to  the  chieffe  lorde  of  the  ffee, 
rent  and  service  thereof  right  accustomd  And  that  tfie 
foresayd  Margarett  and  myne  heirs  the  foresayd  pece 
of  lond  with  all  his  perteoanee  as  is  before  reherseoe  to 
the  foresayd  kepers  &  wardens  agirjmst  all  worldly 
people  wiurrantise  and  defend.  In  witnesse  whereof  I 
nave  registerd  this  my  deede  &  entente  in  a  book  callyd 
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a  register  of  all  the  lands  &  tenements  &  rents  per* 
tainge  &  longinj^e  unto  the  kepers  &  wardens  or  SU 
George,  the  which  book  remayneth  &  abydyth  in  the 
comon  coffer  beyng  in  the  sayd  church  of  Foole." 

[7.] — ^William  Perry,  alias  Baker;  a  piece  of  land,  called 
Horwood's  land,  to  John  Lypeman  and  John  Thomas^ 
wardens,  &c.  (s.  d.) 

[SJJ — Joan  Schankys ;  to  Robert  Cone  and  Robert  Webbe, 
keepers  and  wardens,  &c«,  an  annual  rent  charge  of 
6s.  8d.,  arising  from  a  piece  of  land.  (s.  d.) 

[9.]— Edith  Peres,  widow;  a  piece  of  land  to  Stephen 
.Howchyns  and  John  Man,  wardens,  &c.  (s.  d.) 

[10.] — Edith  Sampson,  widow;  shop,  to  Robert  Johnson 
and  Thomas  Lacye,  wardens,  &c.  (s.  d.) 

[11.] — Harry  Bosum ;  a  piece  of  land,  to  Robert  Lambart 
and  John  Licsett,  keepers  and  wardens,  &c.  (s.  d.) 

The  will  of  this  Henry  Bosum  is  still  in  existence, 
dated  March  1,  1463«  and  proved  in  the  court  of  the 
archdeacon  of  Dorset,  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month, 
in  which  he  bequeaths,  inter  cdia^  to  William  Stowe 
and  John  Harrys,  seneschtils  of  St.  George,  and  their 
successors,  a  piece  of  land,  to  be  holden  by  them  and 
their  successors  in  perpetuity,  conditioned  that  it  should 
be  dbposed  of  to  the  laud  and  honour  of  St.  George 
in  the  church  of  Poole. 

[13.] — Stephen  Howchyns,  alias  Warner,  a  burgess  of  the 
town  of  Poole,  grants  his  close  called  Windmill  hill,  to 
William  Stowey  and  John  Flexmore,  seneschals,  &c. 
(s.  d.) 

[14.] — John  Thomas,  a  burgess  of  Poole,  grants  a  piece 
of  land,  called  No  Man's  land,  to  John  StoUock  and 
William  Boreville,  seneschals,  &c.  (s.  d.) 

[15.] — John  Russell,  alias  Gosse,  a  burgess  of  the  town  of 
Poole ;  an  annual  rent  charge  of  8d.  on  a  tenement 
near  the  old  town  hall,  to  John  Harris  and  John  Brocke, 
keepers  and  wardens^  &c.  (s.  d.) 

2  u 
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[I6.3 — Alison  Mower,  widow,  of  Wimborne;  an  annnal 
rent  charge  of  Is.  4d.  to  John  Colville  and  Thomas 
Baker,  keepers  and  wardens,  &c.  (s.  d.) 

[17.] — ^Thomasin  Cotler,  widow ;  an  annual  rent  charge  of 
2s.  to  Robert  Johnson  and  Thomas  Coke,  keepers  and 
wardens,  &c.  (s.  d.)  This  rent  charge  was  afterwards 
redeemed  by  the  payment  of  40s. 

£18*3 — ^Alison  Barmeyyll,  by  will  (s.  d.),  bequeathed  the 
proceeds  of  certain  tenements  to  the  fraternity.  By 
tfab  will  she  bequeathed  to  her  husband  a  house,  with 
a  cnrtilege  and  garden,  and  another  tenement  and 
garden  in  west  street;  with  remainder  to  Isabell 
Burden  and  her  children  ;  but  in  case  of  her  dying 
without  issue,  the  first  house  and  curtilage  are  directed 
to  be  sold,  '^  and  the  mony  that  shalbe  therof  ymade 
I  will  that  ytt  be  ordaynyd  and  disposed  to  fynd  a 
convenyent  and  a  discrett  seculer  priest  to  sing  masses 
and  all  other  services  in  the  church  of  St  James  the 
appostell  of  Poole  by  the  spac  of  a  hole  yere  for  my 
sowle  and  for  the  sowle  of  John  Payne  [her  former 
husband],  John  Barmevyll,  Isabell  Burden,  and  all 
my  kynryd  and  for  all  cristyan  sowles:"  and  the 
tenement  and  garden  in  west  street  are  also  directed  to 
be  sold,  "  and  the  mony  therof  recevyd  to  bee  devyded 
in  two  pts.  that  is  to  saye  the  one  halff  of  hytt  to  the 
worke  and  reparacyons  of  the  church  of  St.  James 
aforesaid,  and  the  other  halff  to  remayne  to  the  frater- 
nytye  of  St  George  in  Poole,  that  they  dispose  ytt  in 
charytable  almes  deeds  for  the  wealth  of  our  sowles." 

[19.]— Sir  John  Myller,  priest;  a  garden,  near  a  close 
called  Dyer  Hayes,  to  John  Pysett  and  Robert  do 
Hawden,  wardens,  &e.,  4th  April,  1484. 

[20.] — John  House;  a  rent  charge  of  8d.,  to  William 
Bourdevyll  and  Thomas  Perkyn,  keepers  and  wardens, 
&c.,  Julv  16,  1498. 

[21.] — John  Deane;   a  tenement  on  the  west  shore,  to 
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Nicholas  Chatie  and  Harry  Pyke,  keepers  and  IvardenSt 
&c.,  Sep.  24, 1600. 
[22.] 'William  Fi]later;    a  close  of  land  to  the  same 
wardens,  Oct.  4,  1500. 

It  will  have  been  observed,  that  these  documents  are  not 
numbered  in  chronological  order.  In  several  of  these 
grants  of  land,  Deer-hayes  lane  is  said  to  be  on  one  side  of 
the  property  granted,  and  the  land  previously  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  fraternity  on  the  other  side,  and  it  is  hence 
evident  that  the  present  burying  ground  and  the  adjacent 
lands  were  formerly  the  possessions  of  the  society ;  and 
this  identity  is  confirmed  by  the  concurrence  of  names.  One 
of  the  pieces  of  land  is  stated  in  a  conveyance  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  guild  to  be  known  as  Mill  Post,  a  name  by 
which  the  present  burying  ground  was  commonly  known 
till  within  a  few  years  past 

There  is  an  ancient  document  in  existence,  purporting  to 
be  a  rental  of  the  lands  given  ^*  to  the  chamber  of  the  town 
of  Poole,'*  by  the  several  persons  therein  named:  it  is 
without  date,  but  must  have  been  made  previous  to  1548. 
By  this,  the  total  amount  of  annual  rent  appears  to  have 
been  £7  18s.  6d.,  the  quit^rent  payaUe  thereout  6s.*10d., 
leaving  a  net  rent  of  £7  10s.  lOd.  There  is  also  an 
antecedent  rental,  dated  in  1541,  of  the  lands  of  ^St. 
George's  guild  in  Poole,"  which  is  evidently  imperfect, 
but  of  which  sufficient  is  existing  to  shew  that  the  possess- 
ions are  identical  with  those  in  the  rental  first  named,  and 
that  the  net  rental  was  the  same. 

The  object  which  this  guild  professed  diiefly  to  regard, 
was  the  safety  after  death  of  the  souls  of  the  faithful  who 
had  been  members  of,  or  had  endowed  the  society.  With 
tfab  view,  maas  was  constantly  said  in  the  chapel  of  the 
fraternity,  and  at  the  altar  which  they  possessed  and  sup» 
ported  in  the  parish  church,  and  at  which  lamps  were 
kept  continually  burning,  and  to  which  processions  were 
made.    As  was  customarily  the  case  with  such  as:sociations, 
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charity  was  another  main  object  of  the  fraternity ;  and  the 
alms  houses  in  church  street,  which  formerly  appertained 
to  the  fraternity,  were,  in  all  probability,  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  accommodating  decayed  members  with  resi« 
dences.  The  guild-chapel  appears  to  have  adjoined  this 
alms  row.  Whether  this  guild  exercised  any  authority  in 
the  civil  affairs  of  the  town,  cannot  now  be  satisfactorily 
ascertained,  unless  chance  should  bring  to  light  those 
records  of  its  existence  which  a  diligent  search  has  been 
unproductive  in  finding.  There  is,  indeed,  some  reason  to 
suppose,  from  several  circumstances,  that  the  fraternity 
exercised  no  such  jurisdiction ;  but  that  the  mayor  of  the 
town  was,  ex  officio^  the  head  of  the  fraternity ;  and,  as 
such,  he  appears  to  have  taken  part  in  the  appointment  of 
the  priests.  Thus,  June  1, 1541,  *«  John  Ellys,  mayor  of 
the  town  of  Poole,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  &  the  comin- 
yaltie  of  the  same,"  appoint  sir  Thomas  Gogyn  to  *'  the 
service  of  St.  George  within  the  church  of  St.  James,  in 
Poole  aforesaid,"  at  an  annual  salary  of  £6  13s.  4d. 

When  Henry  Vlll.  attacked  the  papal  establishments  in 
this  kingdom,  the  fraternities  were  not  exempt  from  visita- 
tion ;  and  though  their  doom  was  somewhat  delayed,  it 
was,  nevertheless,  certain.  In  1644,  we  read  in  Rapin, 
that  '*  this  year  most  part  of  the  colleges,  collegiate 
churches,  and  hospitals,  were  surrendered  to  the  king,  by 
acts  and  deeds  seemingly  voluntary,  but  which  were  no 
more  so  than  those  signed  by  the  abbots  and  priors,  when 
they  resigned  their  monasteries."  Tindal,  in  his  note  on 
this  passage,  says  'Uhere  were  in  the  kingdom  several 
colleges,  chapels,  chantries,  hospitals,  and  fraternities,  con« 
sisting  of  secular  priests,  who  enjoyed  pensions  for  saying 
mass  for  the  souls  of  those  who  endowed  them.  Now  the 
belief  of  purgatory  being  left  indifferent  by  the  doctrine 
set  out  by  the  bishops,  and  the  trade  of  redeeming  souls 
being  condemned,  it  was  thought  needless  to  keep  up  so 
many  endowments  to  no  purpose.     Those  priests  were 
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generally  ill  attached  to  the  king's  proceedings,  since  their 
trade  was  so  much  lessened  bj  them.  Therefore  many 
were  dealt  with  to  make  resignation,  and  twentj-four  of 
them  did  surrender  this  year."  Now  though  these  institu- 
tions are  here  spoken  of  as  having  for  their  object  only  the 
saymg  masses  for  the  souls  of  their  founders,  yet  all 
records  prove  that  they  were  established  for  other  purposes, 
especially  the  worship  of  some  particular  saint;  and  as 
this  part  of  the  Romish  doctrine  and  discipline  was  as  little 
regarded  by  Henry  and  the  reformers  as  the  saying  masses 
for  the  relief  of  souls  in  purgatory,  so  it  would  not  prevent 
their  being  annihilated.  The  final  extinction  of  these 
associations,  however,  did  not  take  place  until  the  act 
Ist  Ed.  VL,  c.  14,  by  which,  1st,  are  given  to  the  king,  all 
manner  of  colleges,  free  chapels,  chantries,  &c. ; — 2nd,  all 
manner  of  manors,  lands,  tenements,  &c.,  thereto  belong- 
ing ; — 3rd,  all  manors,  lands,  tenements,  &c.,  by  any  mean 
assurance,  conveyance,  &c.,  given,  assigned,  limited,  or 
appointed  to  the  finding  of  any  priest  to  have  continuance 
for  ever,  and  wherewith  or  whereby  any  priest  was  sus- 
tained, maintained,  or  found,  within  five  years,  &c. ; — 4th, 
and  also  all  annual  rents,  profits,  and  emoluments,  at  any 
time  within  five  years,  employed,  paid,  or  bestowed  toward 
the  maintenance  or  finding  of  any  stipendiary  priest  for 
ever;~5th,  shall  be  in  the  actual  and  real  possession  of  the 
king,  in  as  large  and  ample  manner  and  form  as  the  priest, 
wardens,  masters,  ministers,  governors,  or  other  incum- 
bents of  them  within  five  years,  &c.,  last  occupied  or 
enjoyed  the  same,  and  as  though  the  colleges,  free  chapels, 
chantries,  stipends,  salaries  of  priests,  and  the  said  manors, 
lands,  &c.,  were  in  this  act  specially  named. 

Under  this  act  the  possessions  of  the  fraternity  of  St. 
George  became  vested  in  the  crown,  in  1547,  and  shortly 
afterwards  it  was  determined  that  they  should  be  purchased 
of  the  crown  on  behalf  of  the  then  corporation ;  and,  with 
this  view,  a  valuation,  under  date  of  Feb.  1,  3rd  Ed.  VI., 
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was  made  of  certain  lands,  &Cm  of  **  the  firatemity  of  SL 

George  in  Poole,"  including  the  following  tenements,  viz. : 

£    s»  d» 

A  garden  in  Poole,  valued  at  the  jearlj  rent  of    0    3  4 

A  messuage  or  tenement  in  west  street 0    4  0 

A  garden  called  the  «  Mylles  Post'* 0    2  0 

A  garden  in  the  tenure  of  James  Reddehid  • . .  •     0    1  4 

A  piece  of  land  called  '*  Hungry  Hill" 0    6  0 

Two  tenements  in  the  tenure  of  Adam  Haryvill  ?  n    i:  fi 

andHughCocks 5^    ^  ^ 

A  garden  in  high  street,  containing  an  acre.  •  •  •     0    6  0 

A  garden  at  Pydwyn*s 0    1  0 

A  garden  in  west  street 0    2  6 

1  10  10 

But  of  which  are  reserved  as  chief  rent  for 

Edward,  duke  of  Somerset,  then  lord  of 

the  manor  .•••• 0    3  8 

Leaving  as  the  clear  annual  value I    7  2 

Calculations  are  then  made  for  the  purchase  of 

10s.  8d.,  at  16  years' purchase 8    0  0 

Ss.         at  24  years' purchase 6    0  0 

16s.  2d.,  at  16  years'  purchase 11     7  6 

26    7  6 

The  chief  rent  at  20  years'  purchase 3  13  4 

**Andifso" 21  14  2 

The  valuation  there  goes  on  to  say 

•*The  clere  yerely  value  of  the  premises  is  xxvij*  ij** 
which,  rated  at  the  several  rates  above  rehersed,  amountith 
to  xxij^  xiiij'  ii^  to  be  paide  all  in  hande. 

"  The  king's  majes*'*  to  discharge  the  purchaser  of  all 
encumberances,  excepte  all  leases  and  the  covcnantes  in 
the  same,  and  excepte  the  rent  above  allowed. 
'  "  The  tenure  in  socage. 
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**  Tke  purchaser  to  have  the  profitts  from  micfaaeliiiaa 
last 
**  The  purchaser  to  be  bounde  for  the  woods. 

**  For  John  Manne  of  Pole, 
in  the  county  of  Dorset. 

**  Richard  Sakevylle, 
«  Walter  Myldmay, 
"  Robert  Keylwey/* 

The  conveyance,  however,  was  not  made  directly  to 
John  Man,  who  acted  in  thb  matter  **  with  the  advyse  & 
consent  of  s'tin  of  his  bretheren ;"  but  by  letters  patent  of 
the  king,  dated  March  12,  Srd  Ed.  YL,  the  late  fraternity 
of  St.  George  in  Poole,  and  all  its  rights  and  appurte« 
nances ;  with  a  garden ;  a  messuage  or  tenement  in  west 
street;  a  garden  called  the  Mill  Post;  two  messuages  or 
tenements  occupied  by  Adam  Haryvill  and  Hugh  Cockes; 
a  garden  in  high  street ;  a  garden  at  Pydwin's ;  a  garden 
in  west  street ;  and  all  other  messuages,  lands,  tenements, 
cottages,  gardens,  meadows,  pastures,  rents,  reversions, 
services,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  belonging  to  the 
fraternity  of  St  George,  were  granted  to  John  Churchill, 
of  Dorchester,  draper,  and  William  Samwisshe,  and  the 
heirs  and  assigns  of  Churchill,  for  ever,  to  hold  by  fealty 
only,  in  free  socage,  and  not  in  capite. 

On  the  22nd  of  May  following,  Churchill  and  Samwisshe 
conveyed  the  above  possessions  to  John  Man. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  in  the  following  year,  Man 
conveyed  the  premises  to  Robert  Rogers,  then  mayor  of 
Poole,  John  Notherell,  Morgan  Rede,  Thomas  Whytte  the 
younger,  and  Christopher  Haviland,  esqrs.,  burgesses  of 
Poole,  to  hold,  &c.,  to  the  only  and  proper  use  and  benefit 
of  the  burgesses  of  Poole. 

April  10,  28tfa  Eliz.,  1686,  White  and  Haviland,  two  of 
the  above  trustees,  by  a  deed,  reciting  the  letters  patent  to 
Churchill  and  Samwisshe  and  the  subsequent  conveyances, 
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and  that  they  were  the  sole  surriring  trustees,  coDveyed  all 
the  premises  to  the  major,  bailiff,  burgesses,  and  c(mii- 
monaltv  of  the  town  of  Poole. 

From  that  time  the  property  so  conveynl  has  remained 
part  of  the  possessions  of  the  corporation  of  Poole. 


In  the  augpmentation  office  is  a  certificate  of  Thomas 
Speke,  Hughe  Powlett,  &c.,  com'yss'on*s  appointed  of  all 
and  singular  lands,  tenements,  jewellis,  plate,  goods,  and 
atockes  apperieyninge  or  belonginge  to  any  college,  chaun- 
trey,  chappell,  &c.,  within  the  countie  of  Dorsetl;  by 
Tertue  of  the  kinge's  com'yss'on  to  them  directed,  dated  4he 
xiiij  daie  of  Januarie,  in  the  seconde  yere  of  the  reigne  of 
oure  sovraigne  lorde  Edwarde  the  sixth,  &c. ;  by  which 
it  is  certified  that  there  were  then  no  ornaments,  Jewells, 
plate,  or  other  goods,  belonging  to  "the  ffratemyte  of 
Seynt  George  in  Poole." 
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Cj^utcf)  of  £>t.  I^l* 

The  church  of  St  Paul  stands  towards  the  upper  eA&  of 
the  High  street.  This  church  was  erected  a  few  years  sitiQ^ 
to  meet  the  religious  wants  of  the  increasing  populaiidn  of 
the  town ;  the  church  of  St.  James,  even  in  its  new  and  ei^* 
larged  state,  being  inadequate  to  the  demand  for  churicb 
accommodation.  The  church  of  St.  Paul,  therefore,  was( 
built  under  the  act  1st  and  2nd  Wm.  IV. ;  and  was 
consecrated  on  the  17th  of  January,  1833,  by  the  right 
rev.  Robert  Gray,  D.D.,  then  bishop  of  Bristol.  K  is  a 
small  and  neat  structure,  in  the  Grecian  style,  and  contains- 
about  700  sittings,  of  which  200  are  fVee.  A  gallery 
Occupies  the  west  end,  in  which  is  an  organ,  purchased  bjr 
a  subscription  raised  by  the  congregation.  At  the  east 
end  is  a  small  chancel,  on  each  side  of  which  is  a  gallery 
for  the  use  of  the  children  educated  in  the  Sunday  school 
established  in  connection  with  the  church.  The  east  fropt 
is  surmounted  by  a  tower.  The  cost  of  erection  and  of  the 
purchase  of  the  land,  amounting  to  upwards  of  £4000,  wa» 
defrayed  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions.  It  is  a  per- 
petual curacy ;  and  the  patronage  in  perpetuity,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provbions  of  the  act  of  parliament,  \& 
vested  in  five  trustees.  It  is  also  endowed  as  required  by* 
the  act ;  and  from  this  endowment  and  the  pew  rents  arisesf 
the  income  of  the  minister.  The  rev.  Robert  Otway  Wilson 
is  the  first  and  present  incumbent.  Divine  service,  followed 
by  a  sermon,  is  performed  in  the  church,  every  Sunday,  at 
half-past  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  a  quarter  past 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening :  and  there  is  also  divine  service*' 
with  a  lecture,  every  Thursday  evening,  af  seven  o'clock. 

The  church  of  St.  Paul  is  under  the  immediate  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  archdeacon  of  Dorset,  in  the  diocese  of  Salis« 
bury ;  and  the  churchwardens  attend  at  the  visitations  of 
the-  archdeacon  and  of  the  bbhop,  at  Blandford ;  and  are 
sworn  at  the  archdeacon's  court. 

2  X 
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Dissent  ^eatly  prevailed  in  Poole  at  an  early  period  in 
the  history  of  non-conformity.  The  stem  opposition  to  the 
royalist  caose  that  was  manifested  here  during  the  rebellion 
of  1640,  may  be  attributed  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  to  the 
prevalence  of  a  religious  principle  that  had  descended 
from  the  puritans  of  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  and  which 
sought,  in  separating  from  the  church  of  Rome,  to  pass 
beyond  the  limits  set  by  the  reformed  church  as  established 
in  England,  and  to  proceed  to  the  opposite  principle^ 
equally  extreme  and  dangerous.  Throughout  the  troubles 
of  the  civil  war,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  com* 
monwealth,  the  independents  composed  a  very  powerful 
party  in  the  town  of  Poole ;  and  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
rev.  Samuel  Hardy  was  invited  here  on  account  of  his  non- 
conformity ;  the  protection  which  was  here  afforded  him ; 
the  presentment  of  the  Dorsetshire  jury  [p.  307] ;  and 
many  other  circumstances  prove  tlie  preponderance  of  that 
religions  party  to  whom  the  discipline  of  the  established 
church  was  obnoxious.  But  owing  to  the  rectory  of  Poole 
being  a  royal  peculiar,  and  not  subject  to  the  ordinary 
ecclesiastical  visitation,  this  prevalence  of  a  non-conforming 
bias  was  enabled  to  exist  here  without  that  distinct  severance 
from  the  communion  of  the  establishment  which  was 
necessary  in  most  other  places ;  and  hence  it  is  that  the 
annals  of  dissent  are  so  scanty  in  memorials  of  its  early 
progress  in  this  town.  For  many  years  the  principles  of 
non-conformity  were  here  received  into  the  bosom  of  the 
established  church :  and  the  ministers  being  elected  in  a 
somewhat  popular  manner,  were  necessarily  tinged  with 
the  peculiar  hues  that  distmguished  the  religious  principles 
of  those  electing  them. 

The  earliest  recorded  intimation  of  a  dissenting  congre- 
gation assembling  in  Poole,  occurs  in  connection  with  the 
life  of  the  rev.  John  Wesley,  A.M.    This  divine  was  the 
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son  of  Mr.  Bartholomew  Wesley,  of  Cbarmoutb,  father  of 
the  rev.  Samuel  Wesley,  rector  of  Epworth,  and  grand- 
father of  the  celebrated  founder  of  Wesleyan  Methodism. 
He  was  educated  at  the  New  Inn  hall,  Oxford;  and, 
having  taken  his  degree,  was,  in  May,  1658,  sent  to  preach 
at  Winterboume  Whitchurch,  near  Blandford*  Soon  after 
the  restoration,  his  non-conformity  brought  him  into 
trouble,  and,  in  1662,  he  was  committed  to  prison  and 
ejected  from  the  living.  He  then  went  to  live  at  Wey- 
mouth, but  the  corporation  of  that  borough  refused  per- 
mission for  him  to  settle  there.  He  afterwards  went  to 
Bridgwater,  Ifminster,  and  Taunton,  in  all  which  places 
he  met  with  great  kindness  and  friendship  from  the  dis- 
senters ;  but  he  ultimately  repaired  to  Preston,  a  village 
about  three  miles  from  Weymouth.  He  then  frequently 
preached  at  Preston,  Weymouth,  and  other  places  round 
about.  **  After  some  time,"  says  Calamy,  "  he  was  called 
by  a  number  of  serious  christians  at  Poole,  to  be  their 
pastor ;  in  which  relation  he  continued  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  administering  all  ordinances  to  them  as  opportunity 
offered."  Calamy,  however,  in  another  plape  says,  that 
"  he  continued  at  Preston,  (excepting  a  temporary  absence) 
as  long  as  he  lived."  But  this  apparent  discrepancy  may 
be  reconciled  on  the  presumption  that,  although  he  was 
the  pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Poole,  be  resided  at 
Preston, — a  practice  that  then  prevailed  greatly, — and 
which  the  circumstances  of  dissent  in  some  instances  made 
necessary,  especially  after  the  passing  of  the  five-mile  act. 
Although  Mr.  Wesley  managed  his  meetings  with  great 
prudence,  he  was  often  disturbed,  several  times  appre«* 
hended,  and  four  times  imprisoned;  once  at  Poole  for 
half  a  year,  and  once  at  Dorchester  for  three  months;  but 
the  other  confinements  were  shorter. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Wesley,  we  are  without  any 
record  of  the  progress  of  dissent  in  Poole  until  the  erection 
of  the  meeting  house  in  hill  street,  in  1705. 
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THE  OLD   MEETING   HOUSE,   IN  HILL   STREET* 

The  early  iK>iwx>nfonnists  in  Poole  doubtless  assembled 
for  their  religious  worship,  in  some  obscure  building*  or 
private  room;  and  there  is  no  record  of  any  sq)arate 
edifice  having  been  erected  for  this  purpose  before  the 
year  1705,  when  the  meeting-house  in  Hill  street,  now 
occupied  by  a  congregation  of  unitarians,  was  built.  In 
the  sessions  book  of  the  borough,  under  date  of  January 
14,  J706-6,  is  the  following  entry  of  this  building  being 
liq^3sed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  parliament. 

^<  The  Meeting  House,  lately  built  in  the  ^den  of 
Biehard  fiurkman,  »tuate  and  being  near  hell  street  in 
the  said  towne  and  county  att  this  court,  is  licensed  for  an 
assembly  for  religious  worship,  in  pursuance  of  a  certifi- 
cate to  tne  justices  of  the  said  quarter  sessions  and  registered 
there  accordingly,  according  to  the  act  of  parliament  in 
that  case  made  and  provided." 

Under  whose  pastoral  superintendence  the  dissenters 
were  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  this  place  of  worship, 
cannot  now  be  ascertained,  nor  who  was  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Wesley.  The  congregation  flourished  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that,  in  1721,  it  was  necessary  to  enlarge  the  buildmg, 
which  is  now  fifty  feet  square,  having  a  double  roof,  sup- 
ported by  four  pillars  in  the  centre,  it  has  a  substantial 
appearance,  and  is  kept  in  good  order,  partly  by  means  of 
a  small  endowment  (the  only  one  in  possession  of  the  con- 
gr^^ion,)  bequeathed  for  that  purpose  by  the  late  Mrs. 
Ann  Swetland,  during  the  ministry  of  the  rev.  A.  Bennett. 
This  bequest  was  to  the  amount  of  £100,  in  3  ^  cent  con- 
solidated bank  annuities,  vested  in  trustees,  the  dividends 
whereof  are  directed  to  be  applied  towards  the  repairs  of 
the  meeting-house.  In  the  year  1817,  a  small  organ  was 
presented  to  the  congregation  by  Mr.  William  Young,  of 
Kingston,  Jamaica ;  and  about  the  same  time  a  congrega- 
tional library  was  formed  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bennett. 
There  is  a  small  burying  ground  attached  to  the  meeting 
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hous^    In  the  interior  of  the  buildiiig,  over  the  pulptt,  b 
a  marble  slab,  with  the  following  inscription : — 

*'  To  the  Memoiy  of  Joseph  Stephbhsow,  who  for  forty-fiye  yeais» 
during  which  he  filled  the  office  of  Clerk  of  this  Meeting,  manifested  a 
steady  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Religious  Liberty,  the  right  of  Private 
Judgment,  and  the  practice  of  Rational  Religion.  His  Frailties— for 
frailties  he  had— (and  who  is  perfect  ?)  lie  humbled  in  the  dust  Ti) 
commemorate  his  virtues,  and  as  a  Moniunent  of  their  respect  and  esteem, 
this  lliblet  is  inscribed  by  the  congregation.  He  succeeded  his  father 
.as  Clerk  in  the  year  1766,  and  died  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1810,  aged 
87  years." 

The  name  of  the  minister  who  o£Sciated  in  this  meetinig 
house  immedialel J  after  its  erection  is  not  recorded ;  but, 
in  1722y  the  re¥.  Wm.  Madg^ick  occurs  as  filling  that 
o£Sce,  and  he  continued  the  pastor  of  the  congregation  for 
many  years,  dying  in  March,  1734.  He  seems  to  have  bad 
a  colleague  in  Mr.  Matthew  Towgood,  who  settled  at 
Poole  in  1729,  but  soon  relinquished  the  ministry  and 
engaged  in  business.  In  1735,  the  rev.  Thomas  £ow6 
filled  the  pastoral  o£Sce  at  Poole;  but  how  long  he 
remained  is  uncertain.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  rov. 
Samuel  Hayward,  who  removed  to  London  in  1752,  and 
was  succeeded  by  the  rev.  Samuel  Phillipps. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Phillipps,  a  difierence  of 
opinion,  in  point  of  religious  doctrine,  arose  in  the  oongr^ 
gation,  which  ultimately  led  to  a  separation.  About  thi3 
time  the  dissenting  congregations  generally  were  much 
agitated  with  the  question  of  the  trinity ;  and  here,  as 
elsewhere,  a  considerable  number  of  the  hearers  having^ 
abandoned  that  doctrine  and  several  kindred  tenets,  and 
adopted  the  unitarian  faith,  the  diversity  of  sentiment  pre- 
vailed to  such  a  degree,  that  a  division  of  the  society  took 
place  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1760.  The  pastor,  who 
adhered  to  the  trinitarian  faith,  maintained  his  doctrine  in 
a  manner  displeasing  to  a  majority  of  his  hearers,  aqd, 
after  much  indecorous  altercation,  he  was  at  length  locked 
out  of  the  pulpit,  and  hb  adherents  followed  him,  and 
founded  the  independent  congr^;ation  still  assembling  m 
Skinner  street. 
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Mr.  Phillipps  was  succeeded  by  the  rev.  John  Howel^  who 
had  been  previously  settled  at  Enfield,  whence  he  removed 
to  Poole.  He  was  a  man  of  good  sense,  liberal  mind,  and 
moderate  sentiments :  and  for  some  time  the  congregation 
continued  large.  It  was  now  at  the  summit  of  its  pros- 
perity; Mr.  HoweFs  ministry  was  well  attended  and  highly 
appreciated :  but  at  length  many  individuals  of  weight  in 
the  society  having  seceded,  the  interest  visibly  declined. 
The  congregation  being  diminished  in  numbers,  the 
preacher's  stipend  became  narrowed,  and  finding  it  at 
length  inadequate  to  the  support  of  his  family,  Mr.  Howel, 
in  1782,  resigned  his  pastoral  office  in  Poole,  and  removed 
to  Yeovil.    He  afterwards  settled  at  Bridgwater. 

The  rev.  Evan  Davies  was  the  successor  to  Mr.  Howel ; 
and,  being  a  gentleman  of  some  property,  he  was  enabled 
to  settle  here.  During  the  first  years  of  his  ministry,  the 
society  somewhat  revived;  but  it  afterwards  again  lan- 
guished ;  and,  in  1794,  Mr.  Davies  accepted  an  invitation 
to  Lewes,  in  Sussex. 

Mr.  William  Lamport  succeeded  Mr.  Davies,  on  the 
removal  of  that  gentleman ;  and  during  his  ministry  there 
was  again  an  evident  improvement  of  the  society.  In 
Feb.,  1804,  Mr.  Lamport,  having  received  an  invitation 
from  a  society  at  Lancaster,  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
remove  from  Poole  at  the  midsummer  following. 

No  successor  in  the  pastoral  office  was  appointed  on  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Lamport ;  but  the  service  was  conducted 
with  much  propriety  and  praiseworthy  zeal,  by  Mr.  John 
Elson,  a  member  of  the  congregation.  By  his  means  the 
chapel  was  kept  open  every  Lord's  day  for  sixteen  months, 
when  Mr.  Roger  Seaward,  of  Sidbury,  accepted  an  invita- 
tion to  become  minister  of  the  society,  and  continued  in  the 
pastoral  office  until  1815,  when  he  resigned. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Seaward,  the  society  was  kept 
together  by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lamport  (then  a 
member  of  the  congregation),  who,  for  a  considerable 
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time,  regularly  performed  the  services,  which  were  res^ 
pectably  though  not  numerously  attended ;  and  the  society 
was  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  voluntary  and  efficient 
assistance. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817,  the  rev.  Abraham 
Bennett  removed  to  Poole  from  Ditchling,  in  Sussex ;  and, 
shortly  after  his  settlement  in  the  ministry  here,  he  proposed 
the  establishment  of  a  congregational  library,  which  was  im- 
mediately assented  to  at  a  meeting  of  the  society  convened 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  Bennett  removed  from  Poole  in 
1826,  having  received  an  invitation  to  Manchester. 

He  was  succeeded  in  the  same  year  by  the  rev.  John 
Mitdiekon,  of  Manchester  college,  York,  who  held  the 
pastoral  office  in  Poole  until  1834,  when  he  removed  to 
Diss,  in  Norfolk. 

After  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mitchelson,  the  rev.  Mark 
Rowntree,  also  of  Manchester  college,  York,  accepted  an 
invitation  from  the  congregation,  and  became  their  pastor. 
He  still  holds  that  office. 

A  Sunday  school  has  been  founded  in  connection  with 
the  congregation ;  and  there  is  a  collection  of  books  for 
children. 

The  congregation  have  for  many  years  used  a  prescribed 
form  of  divine  service. 


THE    INDEPENDENT    MEETING   HOUSE. 

The  Independent  church  and  congregation,  in  Skinner 
street,  bad  their  origin,  in  the  year  1760,  by  a  secession  of 
the  rev.  S.  Phillipps,  and  part  of  the  people  from  the  then 
presbyterian,  but  now  unitarian,  meeting,  in  Hill  street. 
He  had  succeeded,  in  1753,  the  rev.  Samuel  Hayward,  a 
gentleman  of  eminent  character  and  respectable  learning, 
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who  died  pastor  of  the  dissenting^  conj^regation,  Silret 
street,  London ;  and  who  pubKshed,  in  connection  with  the 
Mthor  of  **  Philosophia  Sacra,"  ^^PHce  and  Hajward's 
Cases  of  Conscience/'  a  work  of  some  popularity,  which 
has  passed  through  severat  editions. 

The  secession,  with  Mr.  Phillipps  as  their  pastor,  built, 
and  for  some  jears  worshipped  in,  the  late  Lancasterian 
schoc4.  Mr.  Phillipps,  who  left  Poole  in  1766,  and  soon 
after  died,  was  succeeded  by  the  rev.  Edward  Ashbumer, 
M.A.,  educated  at  Mile  End,  under  Drs.  Conder,  Gibbon, 
and  Walker,  the  last  of  whom  was  a  distinguished  oriental 
sebolar,  who^  felt  a  strong  attachment  to  Mr.  Ashbumer, 
and  fipom  whom  Mr.  A.  derived  that  love  for,  and  accurate 
acquaintance  with,  the  Hebrew  language,  which  he  waff 
known  to  possess.  During  Mr.  Ashbumer's  ministry,  the 
meeting  house,  late  the  Lancasterian  school,  was  enlarged. 
And  iof  1777,  the  present  place  of  worship  was  opened. 

In  consequence  of  growing  infirmities,  especially  from 
paralysis,  Mr.  Ashbumer  resigned  in  1801,  and  died  in 
1804.  He  was  succeeded,  in  April,  1801,  by  the  rev. 
Thomas  Durant,  educated  at  Hoxton  (now  Highbury) 
college. 

In  1832,  the  rev.  John  Morell  Mackenzie,  M.A.,  educa* 
ted  at  Wymondby  and  at  the  university  of  Glasgow,  was 
chosen  co-pastor  with  Mr.  Durant.  In  1837,  Mr.  Macken- 
zie accepted  an  invitation  to  Glasgow. 

In  1811,  a  large  garden,  formerly  in  the  occupation 
of  Mr.  Humphrey,  was  purchased  for  an  enlargement 
of  the  burying  ground ;  and,  in  1831,  a  still  larger  piece 
of  ground,  formerly  a  common  garden,  was  purchased  for 
the-stfdiie  purpose.  In  1814,  a  large  veste^y,  30  feef  by  18, 
was  buik.'  Ifi  1828,  the  meeting  house  was  considefaUy 
enlarged,  so  as  to  seat  about  1500  persons.  In  the  yeanr 
1838  and  1834,  the  meeting  house,  its  accesses,  &c.,  were 
considerably  improved ;  and  an  infant  school,  occasionally 
employed  also  for  week-day  worship,  capable  of  seating 
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1^  oongregation  of  300  persons,  was  built.  The  whole  of 
the  expenses  attendant  upon  these  improvements,  froni 
1823,  have  been  about  four  thousand  pounds, — ^bome  by 
the  congregation  itself. 

The  meeting  has  had  a  few  legacies,  chiefly  for  present* 
mg  assistance  to  the  poor.  These  legacies,  generally  at 
the  discretion  of  the  deacons,  have  been  expended.  There 
}8  but  one  permanent  endowment,  by  a  person  name4 
Williams,  of  £800,  3  ^  cent.,  one  half  of  which  to  be 
distributed  among  the  poor,  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid 
to  the  minister.  There  is  another  small  legacy,  which  will' 
fall  in  on  the  death  of  several  persons  who  have  a  life^ 
interest  in  the  bequest,  But  it  is  fondly  hoped,  that  no 
future  permanent  bequests  or  endowments  will  be  made  in 
any  form  i  as  the  experience  of  dissenting  communities  ha9 
proved  them  to  be,  with  scarcely  a  solitary  deception,  their 
injury, — often  their  utter  ruin, 

A  Sunday  school,  for  Hamworthy  and  Poole,  was  oam« 
menced  about  the  year  1789.  It  was,  for  many  years, 
small  and  comparatively  inefficient:  for  it  depended  for 
success  upon  stipendiary  teachers  only,  with  the  occasional- 
superintendence  of  the  committee,  It  has,  for  nearly  30* 
years,  been  instructed  by  voluntary  teachers  |  and,  during 
the  whole  of  that  time,  it  has  been  efficient,  The  scholars 
are  at  present  about  500,  with  about  70  or  80  teachers. 
The  members  of  the  congregation  have  also  supported/ 
inany  years,  Sunday  schools  at  Longfleet,  Parkstone, 
IfOngham,  and  Sturminster  Marshall ;  and  one,  formerly,  at 
Lower  Lytchett,  which  has  been  given  up  to  the  dissenting 
congregation  regularly  formed  in  that  parish.  The  con^ 
gregation  procured  a  master  and  mistress  for  the  Infant 
school,  which  has  bean  established,  and  is  open  to  the 
families  of  every  denomination, — as  it  would  be  extrava^ 
gance  and  folly  to  think  of  converting  an  institution  for  the 
benefit  of  young  children  into  a  sectarian  society,  by  either 
attempting  to  proselyte  the  little  innoocnts,  or  to  e^c|ud§ 
them  from  a  sjiare  of  its  advantages^ 

2  V 
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THE   BAPTIST   MEETING   HOUSE. 

The  Baptist  congregation  now  subsisting^  in  Poole,  was 
not  established  earlier  than  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century.  But  there  formerly  existed  a  Baptist 
society  in  the  town,  that  had  assembled  here  from,  an  early 
period :  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  met  in 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Pike,  which,  in  1707,  was 
'' licensed  for  an  assembly  for  religious  worship.''  This 
society  afterwards  met  in  a  meeting  house  erected  at  West 
butts;  but  the  congregation  gradually  diminished,  and  at 
length  entirely  ceased.  The  meeting  bouse  fell  to  decay ; 
and,  upwards  of  forty  years  since,  the  land  and  the  build* 
tfigs  thereon  were  sold  to  Mr.  G.  Kemp.  The  pulpit,  that 
until  that  time  remained  in  the  meeting  house,  was  then 
ako  sold,  and  is  now  used  ,in  the  Independent  meetings 
bouse,  West  street,  Wareham.  With  thb  society,  however, 
the  present  congregation  is  not  connected,  and  possesses  no 
records  of  its  existence  and  progress;  and  the  last  member 
of  it  died  at  a  very  advanced  age,  two  or  three  years  prior 
to  the  foundation  of  the  present  society. 

The  present  Baptist  congregation  was  formed  in  1804; 
and  for  some  tiipe  the  members  met  in  a  private  building 
in  Market  street.  In  1806,  they  erected  a  small  place  of 
worship  in  Bowling-green  alley,  which  was  opened  on  the 
25th  of  December  in  that  year;  but  this  building  being* 
found  inadequate  to  the  increasing  numbers  of  the  congre« 
gation,  the  present  meeting  house  m  Hill  street  was 
greeted  in  1815.  It  is  a  neat  structure,  and  affords 
accommodation  for  about  500  worshippers ;  its  dimensions 
are  50  feet  by  36  feet ;  and  there  is  a  deep  gallery  in  front. 
Behind  the  meeting-house  is-  a  vestry,  95  feet  by  12  feet; 
and  a  small  burying-ground  surrounds  the  building* 
.  For  some  time  after  the  formation  of  the  congregation^ 
Mr«  Saunders  officiated  in  divine  worship,  and  preached  to 
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the  congregation.    Mr.  Samuel  Bulgin,  the  first  and  pre^* 
sent  pastor,  settled  here  in  July,  1807;  he  was  ordained  in 
June,  1808,  and  has  since  continued  in  the  pastoral  office. 
A  Sunday  school  connected  with  the  congregation,  was 
established  in  1810. 


WESLEYAN    METIIODIST   MEETING   HOUSE. 

tVesleyan  Methodism  was  established  in  Poole  about 

m 

the  period  of  the  decease  of  its  celebrated  founder.  It 
was  introduced  by  R.  C.  Brackenbury,  esq.,  of  Raithby 
hall,  Lincolnshire,^^  a  pious  gentleman,  who  fitted  up  and 
for  some  time  preached  in  the  old  theatre.  In  the  year 
1793,  he  erected,  at  his  sole  expense,  the  present  meeting 
house  in  Chapel  lane,  and  conveyed  it  to  the  following' 
persons  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists : 
viz.,  Mr.  John  Stickland,  of  Wareham ;  Mr.  Thomas  Scott, 
Mr.  Robert  Miller,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Woodcock,  of  Poole ; 
Mr.  Mellidge,  of  Grange ;  the  rev.  James  Wood,  the  rev. 
Samuel  Woolmer,  the  rev.  Daniel  Campbell^  the  rev. 
Jonathan  Barker,  and  the  rev.  George  Highfield,  Wesleyan 
ministers  on  the  conference  plan.  The  meeting-house  was 
built  on  land  belonging  to  the  manor  of  Canford  Magna 
and  Poole,  of  which  a  lease  was  granted  by  sir  John  Webb, 
for  99  years,  renewable  for  ever.  The  ground  rept  payable 
is  two  guineas  per  annum. 


*  Ro^^ert  Cmrr  Bnckenbory.  esq.,  wai  a  tealoat  promoter  of  Wesleytn  Methodbin. 
He  greatly  aasUted  the  exteDtion  of  the  society  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  To 
the  Isle  of  Fortland  his  labours  were  especially  devoted ;  and  to  his  exertions  and 
liberality,  the  Islanders  are  indebted  for  the  in8truction.and  establishment  of  Wesleyan 
Methodism.  He  erected  a  dwelliog  house  for  the  miniiter,  and  in  that  house  n 
Wesleyan  minister  stiU  constantly  resides. 


2  Y  2 
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THE     friends'     meeting     HOUSE. 

A  meeting  house  belonging  to  the  society  of  Friends  is 
situate  in  Lagland  street.  It  is  a  convenient  and  spacious 
structure,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  large  burying  yard. 

The  followers  of  George  Fox,  afterwards  styled  quakers, 
as  a  term  of  reproach,  formed  themselves  into  a  regular 
congregation  at  Poole,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  that 
extraordinary  and  enthusiastic  man,  so  early  as  the  year 
1655,  as  we  learn  from  his  own  journal,  in  which  he  says, 
**  from  Ringwood  we  came  to  Poole ;  and,  having  set  up 
our  horses  at  an  inn,  we  sent  into  the  town  to  enquire  for 
such  as  fear  the  Lord,  and  such  who  were  worthy ;  and  we 
had  a  meeting  there,  with  several  sober  people;  and 
William  6aily,4^  a  baptist  teacher,  was  convinced  there  at 
that  time.    The  people  received  the  truth  in  the  inward 

*  William  Bayly,  who  if  spoken  of  above  in  Fox*a  Jonrnal,  was  probaUy  a  natire 
of  Poole,  where,  in  1665,  he  was  the  teacher  of  the  Bapttot  congregation ;  but,  in  that 
year,  through  the  powerful  preaching  of  Fox,  he  adopted  the  doctrines  of  that  leader, 
and  was  afterwards  a  very  distinguished  member  of  the  society  of  fHends,  and  one  of 
the  most  sealous  in  extending  the  tenets  to  which  he  had  become  a  proselyte.  Uav- 
ing  been  favoured  with  the  fHendship  of  Fox,  he  left  Poole,  and  repaired  to  London, 
as  offering  a  wider  field  for  his  exertions.  Ue  accompanied  his  leader  in  some  of  his 
joumies ;  advancing,  both  by  his  preaching  and  his  writings,  the  doctrines  that  ho 
had  adopted,  and  to  which  he  adhered  firmly  and  openly,  amidst  the  dangers  then 
necessarily  attending  their  avowal.  Ue  was  subject  to  much  persecution ;  and,  after 
Sttllbring  imprisonment,  was  one  of  those  who  were,  by  order  of  government,  con- 
veyed to  the  West  IndU  islands.  He  died  at  sea,  April  1, 167S.  The  foUowing  is  a 
list  of  his  publications  :— 

A  warning  from  the  spirit  of  tmth,  unto  all  persecutors  and  enemies  to  the  dear 

children  of  God,  who  follow  the  Lamb,  and  are  the  meek  of  the  earth 1658. 

The  blood  of  the  righteous  Abel  crying  from  the  ground,  fce. 1696. 

A  short  discovery  of  the  state  of  man  before  the  fall,  in  the  fUl,  and  out  of  the  fall 
again 16S0. 

A  short  relation  or  testimony  of  the  working  of  the  light  of  Christ  in  me  from  my 
chUdhood. ...TT?. Tr, 1650. 

A  warning  ftrom  the  Lord  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London, 1699. 

This  is  for  them  that  do  nourish  up  their  hearts  as  in  a  day  of  slaughter, 1660. 

The  life  of  Enoch  again  revived,  in  which  Abel's  oflTering  is  accepted,  and  Cain's 
mark  known,  and  he  rejected 166^. 

Jacob  is  become  a  flame,  and  Ifisan  stubble •••• s.  d. 

The  vision  of  William  Bayly,.. s.  d. 

A  message  sent  forth  from  the  risen  seed  of  God 1662. 

A  general  epistle  to  all  friends  who  are  called  and  gathered  of  God, 1669. 

Some  words  given  forth  by  the  spirit  of  truth  to  all  people 166f. 

A  brief  declaration  to  all  the  world,  from  the  innocent  people  of  God  called  Quakers, 
of  our  principles  and  belief  concerning  plottings,  &c 166^ 

Deep  calleth  unto  deep,  or  a  visitation  from  on  high  unto  the  breathing  seed  of 
Jacob, ....1663. 

A  grievous  lamentation  over  thee,  O  England! 1663. 
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parts,  and  were  turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  their  rock 
and  foundation,  their  teacher  and  Saviour :  and  there  is 
become  a  great  gathering  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  of  a  very 
tender  people,  who  continue  under  Christ's  teaching.'' 
Two  years  afterwards,  George  Fox  again  visited  Poole, 
which  led  to  the  congregation  being  augmented  by  many 
converts,  and  in  the  following  year,  1658,  he  revisited  his 
friends  here,  meeting  with  a  gratifying  reception.  In  1663, 
he  again  passed  through  this  part  of  the  country,  extending 
the  doctrines  which  he  promulgated.  Notwithstanding  the 
persecutions  to  which  persons  of  this  sect  were  exposed, 
the  society  in  Poole  flourished  greatly,  and  comprised 
at  one  time,  many  of  the  most  respectable  and  wealthy 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  but  of  late  years  it  has  become 
greatly  diminished. 

To  the  cftmp  of  Israel,  whom  he  hath  brought  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  br  a 
nighty  hand  and  outstretched  arm,  called  Quakers  in  Bngland,  1W3. 

The  Lamb's  government  to  be  exalted  orer  aU  in  Israel,  or  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
risen 16^. 

An  answer  to  a  query  published  in  the  News  Book,  concerning  help  against  the 

Turk,  1603. 

An  arrow  shot  against  Babylon,  out  of  Joseph's  bow, 1663. 

A  vindication  of  the  commands  and  doctrines  of  Christ  Jesus,  and  of  his  people, 
in  their  faithful  obedience  to  him,  against  all  swearing, 16iS3. 

Pure  encouraeements  from  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  a  JoyfU  salutation,  with  ftiU 
assurance  of  victory,  unto  the  noble  army  of  the  Lamb,    •..1664. 

The  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  is  once  more 
proclaimed ....1664. 

Some  words  of  warning  and  exhortation  unto  all  young  people, 1664. 

An  epistle,  containing  wholesome  exhortations  and  good  counsel,  from  the  spirit 
of  truth,  unto  all  such  as  are  or  may  be  under  the  Judgment  or  sentence  of 
banishment,  , 1664. 

For  the  king  and  parliament,  and  his  council  and  teachers,   , V.1964. 

Seven  thunders  uttering  their  voices,  and  the  seven  last  trumpets  preparing  to 

sound,  fcc, s.  d. 

The  dreadful  .and  terrible  day  of  the  LordOod ...«.......^..s.  d. 

A  testimony  of  truth  against  all  the  sower*  of  dissention«  strife,  and  discord, 

amongst  tne  people  of  the  Lord, 1667. 

The  true  Christ  owned,  in  a  few  plain  words  of  truth,  frc 1667. 

A  faithfitl  testimony  and  wamine,  concemingthe  certainty  of  the  great  and  n'^table 

day  of  the  Lord,  broken  forth  In  this  age,  after  the  long  night  of  apostacy,'. .  (J67^. 
A  call  and  visitation  from  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  unto  Christendom, 

(so  called)  who  profess  to  know  God,  but  in  works  deny  hiin, Ifin, 

Bebellion  rebuked,  in  an  answer  to  a  scandalous  pamphlet  written  by  on^W^ 

Haworth,  1673.  rThis  was  partly  written  by  John  Crook,,  a  jufti^  of  .the 
'  peade  of  Bedfordshire.] 

A  testimony  against drunkoinesi  and siteariag, '...1675. 

The   counterfeit   discovered;    or  W.  HaworUi's   book,    entitled  **The  Quaker 

converted,"  lefUted,  1676.      [Partly  written  by  John  Crook  and  Christopher 

Taylor.] 

A  collection  of  the  several  writings  of  that  true  prophet,  faithful  servant  of  God. 
and  sufferer  for  the  teslimouy  oi  Jesus,  W.  Bayly, 1676. 
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ROHAH   CATHOLIC    CHAPEL. 


Tlie  present  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  Js  situated  at 
Longfleet.  But  it  being  found  small  and  inconrenient,  a 
subscnption  has  lately  been  raised  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
chapel  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  town.  Thb  chapel, 
which  is  now  in  course  of  erection,  will,  when  completed, 
be  a  chaste  and  elegant  structure.  The  congregation  at 
present  is  small.  The  Rev.  Michael  Edward  Smith,  is 
the  officiating  priest. 


A  few  j^ears  since,  a  small  congregation  of  followers  of 
Emanuel  Swedenborg  regularly  assembled  in  a  private 
house,  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  in  Cinnamon  lane,  but  the 
individuals  of  this  persuasion  were  found  to  be  so  few,  that 
the  synagogue  has  been  discontinued.  The  house  is  now 
occu)>ied  by  a  small  congregation  of  Primitive  McthodiHts. 


Sftl 


Cfie  !9l^ritime  i^ije^orp^ 


It  has  already  been  shewn,  in  former  pa^es,  that  the 
Hse  of  Poole  as  a  place  of  commercial  resort  took  place 
in  the  twelfth  century.  It  was  natural,  indeed,  that,  with 
the  first  dawn  of  commercial  enterprize  amongst  the  popu* 
lation  of  England,  a  port  so  favoured  by  nature,  offering 
such  comparative  security  from  elemental  violence  and 
from  hostile  invasion,  as  the  haven  of  Poole,  should  be 
frequented  by  those  who  embarked  in  the  precarious 
speculations  of  trade  in  those  days.  In  tracing  the  general 
history  of  the  town,  we  have  also  noticed  the  various  levies 
made  by  the  sovereigns  upon  the  shipping  of  the  port  of 
Poole,  as  indicating,  in  some  measure,  its  relative  impor- 
tance in  the  scale  of  commerce.  The  early  chairs 
granted  to  the  borough,  by  the  lords  of  the  manor,  especi- 
ally  that  of  Longespee,  likewise  bear  ample  testimony  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  transactions  of  trade  were  here 
carried  on.  The  charter  just  particularized,  indeed, 
expressly  acknowledges  the  existence  of  a  foreign  trade  at 
this  port,  by  reserving  to  the  lord  a  duty  of  two  shillings 
for  every  ship  going  ta  foreign  parts  beyond  the  seas ;  and 
the  *^mercatores  extranei** — the  stranger  merchants — of 
whom  it  speaks,  would  indicate  a  traflBic  of  no  mean 
importance. 


UoA  MAklViHE   iliSTbkTi 

Ih  tlie  year  l34i^  uiid^r  dai6  of  Jund  7,  an  important 
docutbent  occiirs  in  contlection  with  the  port  of  Poole.  It 
is  sLn  inquisition,  cul  quod  damnum^  taken  before  the  king's 
^schciator,  on  the  petition  of  John  Warren^  earl  of  Surrey^ 
then  holding  the  manoi*  of  Canford  and  Poole^  and 
William  Monteaciite>  earl  of  Salisburjf  who  had  the 
f eVei^ioh  thereof*    The  followhig  is  a  translation  : — 

"  An  inl]uisition  taken  at  Poole^  in  the  dountj  of  Dorset^ 
t)efore  John  de  Caneford  de  Wellop^  escheator  of  oiir  lord 
the  king,  ih  the  counties  of  Somerset,  Dorset^  Cornwall^ 
^nd  Devon^  on  the  7th  day  of  June^  in  the  15th  year  of 
the  reign  of  king  Edwai^d  the  third  in  England^  and  the 
Second  of  his  t^eign  in  France }  according  to  the  tenor  of 
thd  writ  of  this  inquisition^  taken  on  the  oaths  of  Richard 
.^e  Calshall)  Henry  de  Blokkeswotthe^  John  Huberti 
I)rogD  Bardolf^  Richard  Bryan^  John  de  Gillyngham^ 
John  Watson^  John  dis  Oclee^  William  Chaumpaigne« 
Ralph  Attemer,  Richard  Gele,  and  John  Wolfrycn ;  who 
toy^  oh  their  oaths,  tdat  the  town  of  Poole  is  a  fred 
borough)  and  the  burgesses  of  the  same  borough^  of  every 
i^hip  coming  into  the  port  of  the  aforesaid  town^  have  for 
hnchbrage  twopence,  and  for  dockage  [culagium],  two 
bence  \  ahd  fdr  othei^  merchandize  brought  to  the  aforesaid 
fcorougbj  the  customs  underwritten,  which  they  have  been 
bocfistomed  to  receive,  in  aid  of  the  firm  of  their  borougbi 
jby  the  hahds  of  the  merchants  frequenting  the  aforesaid 
borough,  from  a  time  to  which  the  memory  of  man  doth 
hot  extend  |  that  is  to  say ; — 

For  every  last  of  herrings  ...•••.• 4 .  •  • . « i . .  •  *  • .  4 

»■  hundred  of  salt  fish. ; • ;  • . .  4 

^'  sahnon... ••.... *••*••••.• i 

'  bundle  [garba]  of  staves 

r      ■     1"    quarter  of  salt . ;  •  4 • 

T      'y     ■•  quarter  of  com  .  *  * •  •  i ; 

T"  jar  of  oil    • . . « • * *  • 

■  ox  hide • 

I TTO  ¥^  ^  sarplar  of  wooh  i k ; 4~ 

>•*      "^  ■  ■  sarplar  of  undressed  skins.  •  • 4^ 

tfriavi  T-    hundred  of  iron  or  poles u  i  •  •  • 

^— —  hundred  of  codfish  .i.....«k«....i,.,..... 

■  vessel  [miliarium]  of  nuts 

'      '  •  ■  ''■''I  dozen. oosnmori ot  rosin  £*•••••;•••• 

Quarter  of  coals  *.^.... 
arrel  of  tar  .i. 2 

*"''■•'■  • '   barrel  of  pitch  ....••..••  i ..  i  .;;••.....•  i .  H 


^  Hiey  atso  say  that  it  is  not  to  the  loss  hot  prejiidice  o( 
bur  lord  the  king  nor  of  any  other  person^  for  the  king  to 
grant  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  of  the  aforesaid  borough 
of  Poole»  a  chai^e^  of  all  tne  aforesaid  customs^  and  that  it 
is  not  to  the  loss  nor  pi^ejudice  of  oUr  lord  the  king,  nor  of 
iEiny  other  person,  for  the  king  to  gt*ant  to  the  aforesaid 
burgesses  of  the  borough  afbresaid»  tfot  all  fisherroen  fish« 
ing  within  the  boundaries  of  the  aforesaid  pott^'  shall  sell 
the  fish  caUght  within  those  boundaries  at  the  said  towii 
end  not  elsewhere  $  provided,  howevei^,  that  the  fish 
there  sold  shall  be  at  a  fair  price*  And  they  say  that  the 
port  of  the  same  town  of  Poole  contains  in  length  foui^ 
miles  neucas}^  that  is  to  say,  frotn  the  place  called  North 
Havemord  unto  the  place  called  Rodeclyve  Atte  Welle^ 
and  in  bteadth  to  the  middle  of  the  water  between  the  said 
port  of  Poote  and  Brownsea ;  and  thev  say  that  it  is  not  to 
the  loss  nor  preiudice  of  our  said  loi'd  Ihe  king,  not  of  any 
other  person,  that  the  kin^  grant  to  the  said  burgesses  of 
Poole,  all  customs  and  liberties  which  the  burgesses  of 
Melcomb  haVe,  by  charter^  had  granted  to  them  by  the 
kings  of  England*  In  testimony  of  which,  the  seals  of  the 
aforesaid  are  appended*  GiVen  the  day  and  place  and 
.year  above  mentioned*" 

Notice  has  already  been  taken  of  the  maritime  councils 
or  parliatn^ts  convened  by  Edward  III*,  and  to  which 
Poole  was  summoned  to  send  its  deputies* 

In  the  reigb  of  the  mobarch  just  named,  a  singula!^ 
document  was  issued,  touching  the  port  of  Poole,  and 
which  b  historically  useful,  as  indicating  the  extent  of 
authority  in  maritime  affairs  assumed  by  the  cinque  ports 
in  that  age*  This  instrument  is  a  certificate  from  the  mayol^ 
and  barons  of  Winchelsea,  declaratory  of  the  extent  of 
the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  port  of  Poole;  and  a 
translation  is  subjoined  t — 

^  To  all  those  who  shall  sei^  ot  heat  thede  present  letters^ 
the  mayor  and  bafons  of  Winchelse  salute  in  God» 
Whereas  our  most  dear  friends  and  allies  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  Poole  have  given  us  to  under- 
stand that  somejpeople  do  suppose  ttiat  the  water  betweeii 
Redclive  Atte  Welle  and  the  North  Haven  ford  should 
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appertain  to  another  place  than  to  the  said  town  of  Poote. 
And  whereas  it  is  charitable  to  witness  the  truth.  We,  bj 
these  otir  letters,  do  testify,  and  to  all  people  do  trul?  g^ive 
to  know,  that  we  and  our  ancestors,  from  time  to  which 
memory  doth  not  extend,  have  called  and  do  call  the  said 
water  the  haren  of  Poole^  and  such  we  account  it  to  be. 
And  so  tar  as  we  have  understood,  the  officers  of  the  said 
town,  at  all  times  past,  have  received  the  customs  belongs 
ing  to  the  aforesaid  water*  In  witness  whereof  we  have 
moreover  to  these  our  letters  put  our  common  seal.  Given 
at  Winchebe,  on  the  morrow  of  St.  Mark  the  evangelist^ 
in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereigri  the 
king  Edward  the  third  after  the  conquest."    FApril  26, 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  definite  power  vested 
in  the  cinque  ports  by  the  crown,  from  which  they  could 
derive  such  authority  as  is  implied  by  the  grant  of  this 
certificate.  But  during  the  unhappy  reign  of  John,  the 
misfortunes  of  that  monarch  had  thrown  him  greatly  into 
the  power  of  the  cinque  ports,  whose  favour  and  protection 
be  was  very  solicitous  of  procuring ;  and  they  were 
emboldened,  by  a  sense  of  their  own  importance  and  his 
weakness,  not  only  to  obtain  from  him  many  privileges 
which,  under  ordinary  rules  of  government,  would  cer- 
tainly not  have  been  conceded,  but  also  to  usurp  a  power 
and  authority  over  the  maritime  affairs  of  the  kingdom, 
which  nothing  but  the  depressed  condition  of  the  monarch 
could  have  permitted  him  to  tolerate,  and  the  tacit  con- 
firmation of  which,  by  the  immediate  successors  of  John, 


•  The  al)OTe  trtntlation  raiict  from  that  which  !•  afflxed  to  tho  original  in  the 
■rchivca  of  the  town,  and  which  is  manifeatly  incorrect  in  tome  materUl  pawaget. 
A  copy  of  the  original,  therefore,  la  here  giren  :— 

**A  toua  oeux  q'  eeatea  jp'sentoi  I'rea  Terront  on  oiiont  lee  mair  fr  harona  de 
Winohelae  aaiut'  en  Dieu  rur  ceo  q*  not  trea  chr*  amya  ik,  alli«a  In  mair  &  burgyaea 
da  la  TiUe  de  Pole  noa*  onnt  donea  a  entendre  q*  austones  genta  auppoaont  q*  toawe 
p*  cntre  la  BedecUue  atte  ^elle  &  le  Northanen  forde  d'uiat  ^ip'tiendre  a  aultre  lieu 
a*  a  la  dite  ville  de  Pole  Et  p*  ceoq*  eaulmoan'  eat  tesmoigu*  cnoae  reritabla  Noa 
p*  ecatca  noa*  Trea  tesmolgnoms  et  aa  toutea  geuta  v'itablement  laaaoma  aaaauotr  q* 
Boa*  %t  uoa*  aoucestrea  du  terona  dont  memorie  uc  court  la  dite  eawe  auoma  app^e  et 

•ppdlona  la  haoene  de  la  Pole  et le  tenoma     Kt  a  ceoq'  noa  auoma  entendu* 

lea  miniatrea  de  la  dite  Tille  en  tout  tempa  paaae receyue*  lea  cuatumca 

app*tiendr*  a  1  eawesursdite  Kn  teamoignatice  de  quele  choae  a  cestea  noa  Prea  out'ea 
BUM  auoma  mya  n'le  co'e  acal  Don  a  Winchela'  lendemayn  de  aeynt  Mark  le  CTan* 
gcliftt  1  an  du  rcigu  i&'re  t'e  le  roi  £dward  ti«n  puis  le  conqucttc  vuLTiij,'* 
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can  be  attributed  solely  to  the  ^vernment  not  having  been 
firmly  established*  "When,"  says  Southey,4(  **it  was 
granted  <  that  if  any  man,  English  or  other,  would  sue  for 
restitution  of  goods  by  them  before  taken,  or  for  the  death 
of  any  of  their  friends  before  slain,'  all  such  complaints 
should  be  sued  in  their  courts,  and  there  determined,  there 
must  have  been  the  confidence  of  strength  in  the  party  that 
made  so  iniquitous  a  demand,  and  the  consciousness  of 
weakness  in  that  which  consented  to  it."  And  we  learn 
from  Fabyan  and  Holinshed,«f*  that  ^'  the  common  fame  at 
that  day  ran,  that  the  wardens  of  the  cinque  ports  had 
the  dominion  of  the  sea,  wherefore  the  king  was  fain  to 
follow  their  pleasure." 

We  have  little  further  account  of  the  port  until  the  Ilth 
Henry  YI.;  but  it  appears  to  have  gradually  risen  in 
importance,  as  in  tlie  letters  patent  issued  in  that  year, 
[p*  ^ J  ^7  ^hich  valuable  privileges  were  granted  to  the 
port  of  Poole,  Ihere  is  a  recital  of  "the  weakness  and 
insufficiency  of  our  port  of  Melcombe;"  and  also,  **  how 
notable  our  town  and  port  of  Poole  is  inhabited,  and  the 
great  multitude  of  people  there  is  there,  and  that  the  same 
port  b  secure  and  sufficient  for  ships  to  resort  thither,"  Sec 

Concurrently  with  the  grant  of  the  letters  patent  of  Ilth 
Henry  VL,  was  the  issue  of  an  order  that  sir  John  Rad- 
dyfie,  knight,  seneschal  of  Guienne,  who,  by  the  king's 
warrant,  was  to  be  paid  a  certain  sum  out  of  the  port  of 
Melcombe,  should  now  be  paid  out  of  the  port  of  Poole. 

22nd  Edward  IV.,  the  king  granted  the  tolls  and  parva 
ctistuma  of  Poole,  to  John  Nanby,  during  the  minority  of 
of  Edward,  son  to  George,  duke  of  Clarence.  4th  Henry 
Vni.,  the  parva  custuma  of  Poole,  and  the  woolhouse, 
were  granted  to  John  Hunt  for  life.  1st  Edward  VL, 
the  parva  cmtumaj  and  prisage  of  wines,  were  granted  to 
Edward,  duke  of  Somerset.    And  in  1st  and  2nd  Philip 


•  Na?.  Hilt,  i,  m.  .         iFal^TOi,  86L    BoUivbed,  U,  461. 
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^4  Afory,  the  parvaemiuma  andtollsy  and  the  woolfaousa 
verte  granted  to  Gtoorge  White  for  life.  . 
•  In  an  old  census  of  the  towi^  to  which  reference  has 
been  before  made,  taken  in  15749  is  a  list  of  the  ships 
belonging  to  the  town,  with  their  names,  and  the  names 
of  the  owners.  The  number  of  the  <<  shippes  and  baU 
lingers"  was  80,  viz.,  1,  Angell^  2,  Primrose  i  8,  Grey** 
bounde;  4,  James;  6,  Anne^  6,  Falcon;.  7,  Greorgei 
8,  Swallo;  9,  Ihus;  10,  Elisabeth;  11,  Margaret;  12, 
, ..  .♦  ,  ;  13,  Johne;  14,  Little  Johne ;  15,  Mayflower  | 
16,  Peter  j  17f  Spedewell ;  18,  Mare  Rede ;  19,  Grace 
qf  God  I  20,  I^ione. 

Another  survey  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  port  was 
was  taken  in  1591,  by  order  of  the  queen,  as  an  experi^ 
ment,  with  the  view  of  a  general  survey  of  all  the  ports  in 
the  kingdom  being  founded  thereon.  The  document 
recording  this  survey  is  preserved  amongst  the  MSS,  in  the 
Cottonian  Library  at  the  British  Museum,  It  suffered  hi  a 
slight  degree  by  the  fire,  which  injured  so  much  of  the 
contents  of  th^t  valuable  depository.  The  following  is  a 
copy  c — 

". .»  en  the  fer  ,/.,•,,  *  1691   of 

all  the  shippes  •  •  •  ,  ,  4^  and  barques  belonging  to  the 
port  of  Poole,  w^  their  severall  burthens  and  tonnage,  and 
the  pHicular  ordinance  belonging  to  euery  of  them,  as 
allso  the  names  of  the  owners  of  the  said  shippes. 


The  names  of  y* 
shippet 

|.    The</asteU  of 
.Comforte 


2.    The  Grape  of 

God 


Tonoage. 


070  tonus 


O&Otpnns 


Pieces  of 
.pnUoaupef 

2  falcons 
2  mynions 
2  sacrcs 

1  mynion 
5  falcons 
1  falpon 


The  owners*  name«. 

ownprs  Willm.  p'nnell 
John  i^ambcr^ 


.own^r  Richr  Edwi^rdft 


«  The  pages  from  which  the  ahore  has  been  eopied  are  homt  at  the  top  and  sides, 
and  where  the  omissions  are  made  in  the  plaees  indicated*  SO|«e  part  of  the  writ(n| 
has  suffered  horn  the  dsBies, 
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Jheoaneiof  ye 
•hippes 

Tonnage. 

Pteqetof 

urdinauces 

Hie  owners*  names. 

3. 

The  Stctts 
Bon^auentor 

OeOtonns 

3  mynions 
2  falcons 
1  fowUer 

Qwner  MichoUs  Cnree 

4. 

The  Sea  Flower 

■ 

050  tonns 

4  mynions 
2  falcons 

owners  John  Bramble 
MicheU  CoUnrs 

5. 

The  Sea  Bright 

Oeotonna 

2  fSEilcons 

owners  John  Lambert 
John  Dobbins 

6. 

The  Angell 

055  tonns 

2  fowlers 
4  falcons 

owners  John  Bramble 
John  Dobbins 

7. 

The  Lyon 

060  tonnes 

4  mynions 
4  falcons 

owners • 

8. 

The  Egle 

050  tonnes 

3  falcons 

owners  Peter  Coxo 

.  Roger  Mawd..* 

9. 

The  Edward 

040  tonnes 

5  falcons 

owners  Will'm  Pen 

10. 

The  Waiiam 
&  John 

K  045  tonnes 

4  falcons 

owners  John  Fielde 
WiU'm  Poole 

IL    The  Primrose 

12.  The  Maye  Flower 

13.  The  Barque 
Lambert 

14.  The  Margaret 

of 


030  tonnes  2  falcons 

030  tonnes  1  falcon 

024  tonnes  1  falcon 

026  tonnes  1  falcon 


15.    The  Marygdd         020  tonnes    1  falcon 


16.    The  Hopewell 
• 

18.  The  Caruell 

19.  The  Peter 

20.  Tho  Sithe 


018  tonnes  0  nichU 

024  tonnes  0  nichil 

025  tonnes  2  falcons 
014  tonnes  0  nichill 
025  tonnes  2  falcons 


21.  The  Newe  Barque     040  tonnes    4  falcons 


owners  Will'm  Colyfoxd 
owners  1  John  cotton 
owners  1  John  Lambert 

owners  Will*  P'nnell 
John  Like 

owners  2  John  Bramble 
John  Androwes 

owner  1  Hioms  Benet 

1  John • 

owner  Thomas  Mores 

owner  1  Bich.  Lambert 

owner  Peter  coxe 

owner  2  Andrew  Pinnett 
Peetor  cilUe.'* 


*  The  aiteriaki  denote  that  the  omiisi<ms  are  eansed  by  the  partial  deatraotion  ot 
flieMS.byfiK. 
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To  ibis  recapitulalioQ  is  annexed  an  enqairjr  ^  •  •  •  •  4F 

jf  this  survie  might 4^  geo^ralfy  executed  in  all 

ports  and  creeks  of  this  lande. 

**  L  Firste  yf  this  survie  be  duelje  executed  p,  will 
prevent  the  gredie  desires  of  such  vndowtifull  subiects  as 
commonlie  make  their  saeles  of  good  and  serv|^able  ships 
of  thb  realme  w^  their  ordinances  and  munic'on  into  other 
forrayne  countries  whereby  the  force  of  or  navie  is  greatlie 
weakned  and  o'  auntient  enemyes  much  strenghtned 
thereby. 

^  2*  Secondlie  other  forrayne  contries  would  not  be  so 
fulli^  funushed  w^  the  ^ood  ordinance  of  the  realme  w^ 
nowe  is  caryed  mto  them  in  o^  ships  in  their  voyages  for 
want  of  dewe  survie  thereof  every  voyag^e  for  that  o'  shipes 
do  carrye  under  the  culler  to  defend  memselues  some  of 
them  viiu  x^  xi,  or  xij^  xvj,  xx»  peeces  of  s^ood  ordinance 
and  at  tnetr  retome  do  not  for  the  most  p%e  bringe  home 
againe  the  one  halfe  of  their  said  ordonance  but  have  sold 
the  same  in  such  forrajne  contries  wheare  they  have  bene 
trafyqued  in  their  said  voyages  this  wicked  practis  is  to 
much  vsed  whereby  lykewise  o'  enemies  are  to  much 
strenghtned  as  well  m  tneir  ships  by  sea  as  in  their  forces 
by  arrie  vt^  greate  disorder  would  sopne  be  remeded  yf 
this  survey  were  dueley  executed. 

*»  3.  Thirdlie  by  tHis  survey  another  great  abuse  w<* 
now  is  to  commonly  vsed  would  be  also  reformed  to  the 
mat  benyfit  of  yor  ma'ty  for  that  when  yor  maiestie  shall 
Esve  cause  to  talce  up  auie  of  these  shipes  and  to  employ 

them  in  yor • 4^  to  paye  but 

after  the  rate ^  their  juste  burthen  and  tonnage 

accordinge  to  the  surveiour  boocke  whereas  heretofore 
they  rat^  their  shipes  of  more  bourden  and  tonnage  by 
one  therd  part  mpre  then  they  were  in  jt>urthen  of  marohants 
goods  by  w<^  frawde  and  vndowtifull  deallinges  your 
maiestie  was  rreat  surcharged  w^  by  this  survey  worn  be 

fuIUe.refonpecu   . 

<*  4.  Fowerthlie  by  the  books  of  this  survey  yt  wilbe 
p'sentlie  knowen  in  what  ports  and  havens  ar  the  fittest 
shipes  for  yor  ma'ts  servie  when  any  occation  shall  require 
to  employe  them '' 


I* 


•Theatt«riftksdcBOttfhitttitomi«ioiistitcniiedlij  Oie  putial  dettoMtfon  of 
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in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth,  this  coast  was  greati  j  infested* 
withpinttest  aUd  thteaten^d  with  descents  bj  th^  ibreigH 
powers  with  which  this  kingdom  was  then  in  a  s&te  of 
hostilitj.  Measures  were  accordingly  taken  ibr  the  better 
defence  of  the  coasts ;  and,  20th  £liz«,  Jan.  22, 1577-8,  m 
commksion  was  issued  by  the  crown,  reciting  that  (fivers 
ill  disposed  persons  had  of  late,  in  sundry  vessels  atid 
ships,  frequented  the  seas  upon  the  coasts  of  this  realm, 
robbing  and  spoiling  honest  quiet  merchants  and  otiiers, — 
which  pirates  were  victualled  and  furnished  by  persons 
residing  near  or  within  the  havens,  creeks,  or  landings 
places  of  the  realm,  taking  the  stolen  goods  of  the  pirates 
in  exchange ; — appointing  the  mayor  of  Poole,  William^ 
marquess  of  Winchester,  Thomas,  viscount  Howard  of 
Bindon,  sir  Henry  Ashley,  sir  Matthew  Arrundell,  sir  John 
Horsey,  sir  John  Yonge,  the  recorder  of  Poole,  George 
Trencher,  and  William  Hussey,  esquires,  commisaoners  to 
prevent  such  enormities  being  used  in  the  havens,  creeks« 
and  landing  places  of  the  town  of  Poole ; — with  power  to 
dioose  honest,  discreet,  and  trusty  persons,  dwelling  within 
or  near  every  of  the  said  havens,  creeks,  and  landing  places 
of  the  town  of  Poole,  for  the  prevention  of  such  practices  ; 
— to  repair  once  every  month  to  such  havens,  &c.,  to 
ascertain  how  the  deputies  performed  their  duties ;— *and 
to  issue  precepts  to  the  sheriff  to  empannel  juries  to  try 
offenders. 

The  powers  with  which  this  commission  was  invested 
appear  to  have  been  madequate  for  the  purpose^  the 
pirates,  &c.,  still  continuing  to  pursue  their  depredations  ; 
as  is  clear  from  the  following  letter,  addressed  <<  To  tfie 
Right  Honourable  Lorde  T.Howard,  viscount  Byndon,^' 
the  chief  commissioner: — 

**  Right  HonorabuU,  owr  humboll  dewteis  remembcryd« 
Hit  may  plese  the  same  to  be  advertisyd  that  this  mommi 
a  small  bark  of  this  town  coming  from  CTnise  rCuemsey 
was  bordyd  w'thia  one  lege  of  Sandwych  vy  a  bar! 


^  \t^' 
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soposjrd  to  be  of  Frans  in  Normandy,  w'cb  bad  in  her  a 
xij  mene  w'th  nevs  and  bors  thes  fyssberemen  tok  from  our 
neybors  in  canvas  &  other  thyn^  to  the  vallewe  of  forty 
mk*  &  vj/.  in  redy  money.  Yi  som  order  be  not  taken  in 
tyme  for  th*  app'iiendynff  &  suppressynff  of  them  ther  shall 
no  bark  pass  oytwixt  this  ana  th* '  islands  unspoylyd  of 

foods  &  men  :  for  remedy  therof  hyt  may  pies  yowr 
(Hkov  to  graunt  vnto  vs  a  lysens  to  sett  forth  a  bark  or  too 
well  manyd  at  owr  charge  for  the  ap^hendyng  &  suppress- 
ing  of  them  w'ch  dayly  a^mageth  us  &  spoylyth  us  of  owr 
goods  and  men/* 

This  letter,  which  was  from  the  authorities  of  the  town, 
had  the  due  effect,  as  a  commission  was  issued  25th  Eliz., 
Aug.  8,  1683,  appointing  the  mayor,  Giles  Escourt,  esq.,  r/\ 

recorder,  William  Newman,  William  Green,  John  Rogers,  -^ 
and  William  Dyker,  commissioners,  with  power  to  rig, 
arm,  furnish,  array,  and  set  forth  any  ship  or  ships,  bark 
or  barks,  or  other  vessel,  for  arresting  and  apprehending 
the  pirates  and  rovers,  and  to  try  them. 

Among  the  municipal  archives  of  the  town  is  a  table  of 
town  dues,  dated  2nd  Eliz.,  and  stated  to  be  collected  under 
the  statute  22nd  Henry  VIII ;  by  which  table  duties  appear 
to  have  been  payable  under  the  heads  of  keyage  or  wharf* 
age,  hallage  or  cellarage,  also  for  prisage,  or  weighing  at 
the  town  beam. 

The  town  dues  or  petty  customs  claimed  by  the  corpora- 
tion for  goods  landed  from  vessels  within  the  port,  and 
which  seem  to  have  been  derived  from  those  mentioned  in 
the  inquisition  of  the  15th  Edward  III.,  occasioned  several 
disputes  between  the  towns  of  Poole  and  Wareham,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  latter  claiming,  from  time  immemorial, 
certain  rights  and  immunities  for  goods  and  merchandizes 
exported  and  imported  to  and  from  Poole  and  Wareham. 
In  1666  or  1667,  the  inhabitants  of  Wareham  petitioned 
the  kmg  in  council,  setting  forth  that  the  people  of  Poole 
extorted  dues  at  the  quays  which  they  had  no  right  to  pay. 
The  inhabitants  of  Poole  supported  their  right,  and  an 
order  of  council  was  made  accordingly,  that  Wareham  was 
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only  exempt  from  paying  for  tobacco-pipe  chty.  At  the 
lent  assizeSy  at  Winchester,  1731,  a  causcji  nearly  six  years 
depending  in  the  Exchequer,  was  tried  before  lord  chief 
baron  Reynolds,  between  the  <own  of  Poole,  plaintiff,  and 
some  of  tiie  inhabitants  of  Wareham,  defendants,  concern* 
ing  these  dues,  when  the  defendants  obtained  a  verdict,  and 
fifty  pounds  costs.  In  1749,  the  inhabitants  of  Poole 
petitioned  parliament  for  an  act  authorising  their  collection 
of  these  duties.  This  petition  set  forth  that  Poole  was  a 
place  of  the  greatest  trade  and  commerce  in  the  county  of 
Dorset ; — ^that  the  petitioners,  time  out  of  mind,  had  re- 
ceived certain  duties  called  quayage  or  wharfage,  upon 
the  importation  or  exportation  of  all  goods  and  merchan- 
dizes into  and  out  of  the  harbour,  and  also  certain  other 
duties  called  boomage  and  ballast  duty,  which  had  been 
constantly  under  the  management  of  the  mayor  and  cor* 
poration,  and  by  them  applied  towards  repairing  the 
wharfs  and  other  public  works ; — ^that  of  late  years  several 
persons  had  refused  to  pay  the  said  duties,  and  that  the 
petitioners,  to  support  their  anciait  prescriptive  right,  had 
brought  several  actions  for  recovering  the  same ;  but,  by 
reason  of  the  great  expense  and  difficulty,  in  regard  to 
evidence,  no  inhabitant  of  the  said  town  being  admitted  as 
a  competent  witness,  the  petitioners  had  been  quite  remedi- 
less in  their  prosecutions,  by  means  whereof  the  quays, 
wharfe,  and  public  passages  leading  thereto,  were  in  % 
yery  ruinous  condition,  and  for  want  of  a  proper  fund, 
would  be  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  harbour  be  rendered 
totally  unserviceable.  This  petition  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  but  the  bill  being  opposed  by  Wareliam,  it  was 
withdrawn,  fiut  on  a  subsequent  application  to  parlia* 
ment,  an  act  was  passed  29th  Geo.  II.  [1766],  <<  for  the 
better  ascertainmg,  recovering,  and  collecting  certain 
duties  payable  upon  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
goods  and  merchandizes  into  or  out  of  the  harbour  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Ppole ;  and  also  of  ballast  and  boom^^ 
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tge  duties,  payable  in  respect  of  Bhips  aad  ve^BfiBeommg 
into  or  going  oat  of  ttie  said  harboar ;  and  fbr  the  enlarge 
mgf  bettm*  repairing,  and  Iceeping  in  repair,  iiie'said 
ka-bour/imd  the  qiiajs  and  wharfii;  and  for  providii^  a 
proper  place  for  keeping  gunpowder^  in  or  near  the  said 
town ;  and  ibr  estkiblishiBg  and  regi|l|fting  the  niglrtly 
watch,  and  enlightening  the  streets  in  the  said  iown.*' 

This  act  recites  that  the  mayor,  bailifi^  burgesses,  and 
commondl^,  had,  time  out  of  mind,  been  entitled  io  and 
received'  ^certain  duties  called  petty  custonw  or  wharfage, 
upon  all  exports  and  imports,  as  well  as  certain  other  ^duties 
called  bootnage,  and  ballast  duties,  which  had  been  applied 
to  the  Tcphiring  of  the  harbour,  :quays,  and  wharfii,  and 
other  woriLS  necessary  for  the  more  convenient  use  thereof; 
that  several  persons  bad  refused  to  pay  such  duties^  induced 
Ihm-eto  by  the  difficulties  m  supporting  prescriptive  rights 
by  strict  legal  evidence ;  and  that  the  money  therefore,  so 
raised,  was  insufficient  to  repair  the  harbour,  q^y,  and 
whaift,  which  were  consequently  in  a  ruinous  condition ; 
for  remedy  whereof  it  enacts 

—  that  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  mayor,  bailiffi,  burgesses, 
and  commonalty,  the  rates  and  duties  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  annexed  to  the  act ; 

«—  that  Ihe  mayor,  &c.,  ehall  appoint  a  cdleotor,  quay 
master,  and  treasurer,  with  poifer  to  remove,  and  to  fix 
salaries ;  securities  to  be  taken  from  the  officers ; 

—  that  the  mayor^  &c,  shall  meet  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
24th  of  June  ineach  year,  for  the  examination  of  the  offiksers' 
accounts; 

—-  that  the  doties,  if  not  duly  paid,  may  be  levied'  by  dis* 
Irtdnt  and  stay  of  the  shqiping ; 

->-^  that  masters  of  ships  shall  give  in  an  account  of  their 
loadings,  to  the  proper  officer,  under  penalty  ^  ten  pounds ; 

—  that  salt  and  rice,  which  alkali  have  paid  duty  on  impor- 
tation, shall  not  be  chargeable  on  exportation ; 

<^  that  the  quay  master  may  assign  places  for  the  mooring 


lUkmiTIVB  HISTOKT.  SM 


of  vesseb  at  the  quay ;  persons  not  ohact^iag  his  directions 
to  forfeit  40b*; 

—  that  the  money  raised  by  the  dotted  shall  be  laid  out  iii 
cleansing,  enlarging,  and  keeping  in  good  and  proper  order 
the  barbour,  and  in  enlarging,  repairing,'  and  keepii^  in 
good  repair,  the  whar&^^qnajra,  and  other  works,  necessary 
for  the  moro^coDTenient  nse  of  the  same,  in  sudi  manner  as 
to  the  ipayor,!  bailiflb^  and  burgesses,  or  the  nu^or  part  of 
theii|,t  shall  seem  requisite ;— {persons  diargeable  to  "the 
repaira  of  quays  or  wharfs  to  conthiuie  so  ^  ' 

—  that  the  juayor,  &c«^  out  of  the  duties,  may  purchase 
^iKUfariexleiidiog the  quays  and  wharfs; 

W-,  that  uuMney,  not  ^raeeding  £2000^  may  be.  borrowed^a 
the^credit  of  tbetdls; 

«-ribat goods  landed  on  the  quays  shall  be^remored  within 
thiee  days,. under  a  peoalty  of  twelve  pence  per  ton  ;  and 
the  jame  penalty  ior  every  forty  eight  hours  afterwards ; 

—  that  persons  throwing  ballast,  &c^  into  the  harbour  shall 
be  liable  to  such,  penalties  aa  persons  coiiyicted  of  public 
nuisances : 

and  redting  fiurther^  the  adyanfage  of  making  eflS^itual 
proyisioDtfor.  enlighlenii^  the  streets,  and  maintaining  « 
nightly  waloh ;  as  well  as  of  providing  a  convenient  ttiaga- 
xme  &ir.the  reception  ^f  gunpowder;  it  further  enacts  - 

—  that  the  mayor  and  justices  of  the  peace  of  thetowo^ 
together  witb  eleven  >  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  be 
chosen  annually,  by  the  payers,  of  poor  rates  on  Easter 
Tuesday^  shall  be  conmiissicniers  for  the  purposes  ef  the  act ; 

—  that  the  commissioners-shall  appoint  watchmen,  and  re- 
gulate their.  dutie&;>  appoint  the  number  and  sort-of  lamps, 
and  the  manner  of  keeping  and  Hgblii^  them;  such  lamps 
to  continue  lighted  from-sunsetting  tasunrisingv;  > 

—  that  for  defipaying  the  charges  therefrom  arising,  the 
commi83iooer3.shall  appoint  two  assessors,  who  are  to  assess 
tb^  owners  aofl  occupiers  of  all  house^s^  &c»,  and  upon 
^QcY  intradif,  not iPX^ejKliog  twciv^  pence  iu:  the. pounds 
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yearly ;  which  rate  shall  be  allowed  by  two  justices ;  assess- 
ments may  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale ;  occupiers  liable 
to  pay  the  whdle  rate;  disputes  as  to  the  proportions  of  the 
rate,  to  be  settled  by  the  mayor  and  justices ; 

—  that  the  property  of  the  lamps  shall  be  vested  in  the 
mayor,  bailifib,  burgesses,  and  commonalty ; 

—  that  the  commissioners,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them, 
may  contract  for  putting  up  and  lighting  the  lamps ; 

—  that  the  monies  so  raised  by  assessment  shall  be  applied 
in  watching  and  enlightening  the  town,  and  for  building  a 
magazine  for  gxinpowder,  and  guarding  the  same ; 

—  that  the  commissioners  shall  build  a  magazine  for  lodging 
gunpowder  brought  into  the  town ;  and  that  persmis  lodg^ 
ing  gunpowder  therein  shall  pay  6d.  per  cwt. ;  not  more 
than  lOlbs.  of  gunpowder  shall  be  kept  in  any  house,  store- 
house, yard,  wharf,  vessel,  &c«,  in  the  town,  or  nearer 
thereto  than  the  magazine,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  such, 
tod  double  the  value  thereof; 

—  that  persons  aggrieved  by  any  rate,  &c.,  may  appeal  at 
the  next  quarter  sessions. 

The  schedule  annexed  to  the  act,  appoints  that  (or  har- 
bour duties,  quayage  or  wharfage,  boomage,  and  ballast 
duties,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every  ton  of  goods,  shipped 
or  unshipped  mto  or  out  of  any  vessel  within  the  limits  of 
the  harbour  of  Poole,  the  sum  of  three  pence. 

For  boomage,  every  decked  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  10 

tons  or  under, 6d. 

Above  10  tons,  and  not  exceeding  20  tons, Is.  0 

20, 80, 2    0 

ao, 40, 8    0 

40, 60, 4    0 

60, 60, 6    0 

60, 100, 6    0 

lOOtons... 7    0 

For  ballast  duties,  there  shall  be  paid  for  every  ton  of 
ballast  shipped  or  unshipped  into  or  out  of  any  vessel^  or 
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taken  frond  anj  quay  or  wharf  withiQ  the  entrance  of  the 
little  channel  within  Poole  Stakes,  leading  to  the  town,  6d« 

Exemptions. — All  goods  shipped  or  unshipped  into  or 
out  of  any  part  of  the  channel  leading  to  Wareham,  to  the 
westward  of  the  buoy  called  the  south-west  buoy  off  the 
bulwarks  at  Ham  quay,  are  exempt  from  the  duty  of 
three  pence  per  ton«  As  also  all  gpods  brought  in  open 
boats  from  Wareham  or  any  part  of  the  isle  of  Purbeck, 
within  North  Haven  point. 

All  vessels  employed  in  fishing  or  dredging  are  exempt 
from  boomage. 

All  ballast  shipped  or  unshipped  in  any  part .  of  the 
channel  leading  to  the  west  of  the  buoy  above  mentioned, 
is  duty  free. 

Tobacco-pipe  clay  is  exempt  from  all  duties  whatever. 

Under  this  act,  the  harbour  and  quays  are  still  managed, 
and  the  streets  of  the  town  lighted;  but  the  provisions 
relating  to  the  watching  of  the  town  were  repealed  by  the 
act  ^*  for  the  regulation  of  muniorpal  corporations  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,"  6th  &  6th  Wm.  IV.,  c.  76 ;  by  which 
act  also  the  powers  vested  in  the  mayor,  bailiffi,  and  bur- 
gesses, have  been  transferred  to  the  mayor  and  town 
council. 

A  magazine,  for  the  safe  custody  of  gunpowder,  was 
erected  by  order  of  the  commissioners,  at  the  extremity  of 
a  narrow  slip  of  land,  running  into  the  harbour  from 
Baiter,  and  near  where  the  town  windmill  formerlv  stood« 


ADMIRALTY  JURISDICTION, 


An  exempt  admiralty  jurisdiction  was  exercised  in  tho 
port  of  Poole  from  time  immemorial ;  the  mayor,  during 
his  year  of  office,  being  the  admiral  within  the  jurisdiction* 
Its  existence  long  antecedent  to  the  date  of  the  Winchelsea 
certificate  (p.  353)  is  manifest  from  the  language  of  that 
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document  The  earliest  records  of  the  admiraltj  courts 
which  g^  back  to  1660,  speak  of  the  court  as  having  been 
then  held  at  a  far  distant  and  unattainable  period :  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  possession  of  this  privilege  was 
coeval  with  the  rise  of  Poole,  as  a  free  borough.  A 
charter,  confinnatorj  of  this  exempt  jurisdiction,  granted 
in  the  reign  of  Henrj  YIII.,  speaks  indeed  of  its  having 
for  its  foundation  a  charter  granted  bj  William  Montacute, 
earl  of  Sarum ;  but  the  extant  charter  of  that  earl  makes 
no  mention  of  the  maritime  privileges  of  the  borough, 
other  than  in  its  confirmation  of  the  prior  grant  of  Lon« 
gespee.  If  any  other  charter  was  conceded  by  earl 
William  Montacute,  including  these  privileges,  it  must 
have  been  long  since  destroyed.  The  confirmatory  docu- 
ment just  spoken  of,  issued  out  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty 
Sep.  4, 1626.  It  afibrds  the  first  definite  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  borough,  and  was,  by  a 
few  years  only,  antecedent  to  the  first  entry  in  the  yet 
existing  book  of  the  records  of  the  court.  A  translation 
of  this  document  is  subjoined : — 

**  To  all  the  faithful  in  Christ,  to  whom  these  present 
letters  shall  come,  and  whom  the  underwritten  now  concern 
or  may  concern  in  any  manner  hereafter,  Arthur  Plantage- 
net,  viscount  Lysley,  knight  of  the  order  of  the  garter, 
lieutenant  and  vice  admiral  of  the  most  mighty  prince  and 
lord,  the  lord  Henry,  duke  of  Richmond  and  Somerset, 
and  earl  of  Nottingham,  high  admiral  of  England,  Wales, 
Ireland,  Gascon v,  Normandy,  and  Acquitaine,  greeting,  in 
the  author  of  salvation.  Wnereas  our  beloved  in  Christ 
master  John  Wodhall,  our  commissary-general  of  the 
admiralty  of  England,  hath  seen,  inspected,  and  perused, 
the  privileges  and  concessions  of  the  kings,  and  the 
liberties  granted  of  old  to  the  mayor,  brethren,  bailiffi, 
burgesses,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Poole,  in  the 
county  of  Dorset;  and  by  our  authority  hath  examined 
that  the  inayor,  brethren,  bailiff,  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
of  tl\e  aforesaid  town  of  Poole,  have  used  and  were  and 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  same  liberties  from  time  and 
through  time  immemorial^  aswas  beforeour  said  commissary 
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fully  made  manifest  and  did  appear  and  is  manifest  and 
doth  appear ;  Know  therefore  all  present  and  those  to  come, 
that  1,  John  Wodhall,  commissary  or  deputy  general  and 
special  of  the  lord  Arthur  Plantag^enet,  viscount  Lysley, 
knight  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  lieutenant  and  vice*aa« 
miral  of  the  most  mighty  prince  and  lord,  lord  Henry,  duke 
of  Richmond  and  Somerset,  and  earl  of  Nottingham,  hi^h 
admiral  of  England,  Wales*  Ireland,  Gascony,  Normandy, 
and  Acquitaine,  have  seen,  inspected,  and  perused  all  and 
every  the  privileges,  concessions,  and  donations,  granted  by 
William  Montacute  jTMowntigew],  earl  of  Sarum,  to  the 
mayor,  brethren,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Poole  aforesaid,  their  lieirs  and  successors,  as  also 
all  the  confirmations  of  all  the  kings  from  the  time  of 
William  Montacute,  earl  of  Sarum,  together  with  the 
confirmation  of  the  most  illustrious  and  dread  prince  and 
defender  of  the  faith,  the  present  king,  f  lenry,  of  that  name 
the  eighth ;  by  the  power  of  which  privileges,  truly,  all 
and  every  the  lands,  possessions,  and  ports,  as  well  by  land 
as  by  water  and  sea,  as  also  the  fermholders  and  all  other 
men  holding*  any  possession  within  the  demesne  of  the 
liberties  of  Foole  aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  are 
fully  exempted  from  all  kind  of  jurisdiction  and  power  of 
the  admiral  of  England  for  the  time  being  and  his  officers 
whatsoever;  insomuch  that  all  punishments,  corrections, 
deodands,  wavesan,  flotsan,  jetsan,  legasan4F,  and 
wrecks,  and  all  other  casualties  and  contingencies 
whatsoever,  whensoever,  and  howsoever,  by  land,  water, 
and  sea,  with  all  and  sinn;ular  their  appurtenances,  are  most 
fitly  demonstrated  to  belong  to  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
brethren,  bailifl&,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Poole  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  as  used  fiom  custom 
prescribed  from  time  and  through  time  immemorial.  All 
these  thing^,  as  are  above  written  and  recited,  were  done 
in  the  eignteenth  year  of  the  reig^  of  king  Henry  the 
eighth,  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  month  of  June,  in 

*  These  are  the  l«ga]  diitinetioiis  taken  between  the  dliftrent  Kindt  of  wrecked 
^oods,  Tis.,  anch  aa  have  been  floated  by  the  wavea  to  the  ahore ;  such  aa  have  been 
found  floating  on  the  waves ;  such  as  have  been  cast  overboard  and  abandoned  with 
a  view  to  lighten  the  perishing  vessel :  and  such  as  have  been  sunk  attached  to  a 
buoy  in  the  hope  of  future  recovery.  Where  a  ship  perished  on  the  sea*  and  notUng 
escaped  alive  out  of  it,  the  goods  that  had  been  in  the  ship,  of  all  the  above  descrip- 
tious,  bdoiiged  to  the  king  by  prerogative,  or  to  whomsoever  dse  might  be  inveatM 
bf  cbtflir  Of  prcaoiiptioa  with  t|ie  y^t  of  **  wreck*" 
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Poole  aforesaid,  before  me,  John  Wodball,  the  commissary 
or  deputy  aforesaid.  Which  premises  truly,  and  all  and 
every  thihg  in  them  contained,  ratified,  and  granted,  having 
due  authority,  committed  to  us.  We  do  approve,  ratify,  and 
Confirm.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  commanded  that 
the  great  seal  of  office  of  our  admiralty  aforesaid  be  set  to 
these  presents.  Given  at  London  as  to  the  sealinor  hereof, 
the  fourth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  our  said  lord  king  Henry  the  eighth/' 

The  entries  in  the  book  of  the  admiralty  court  com« 
mence  in  1650,  but  there  was  an  antecedent  volume  of  the 
records  of  the  court,  which  has  been  certainly  lost  for 
upwards  of  two  hundred  years,  and  which  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  was  destroyed  about  the  time  at  which 
the  existing  volume  was  commenced,  and  before  the 
gfeneral  devastation  of  municipal  records  that  disgraced  the 
period  of  the  inroad  on  corporations  in  the  time  of  the 
Stuarts.    The  book  bears  the  following  title : — 

<<The  booke  of  the  admyrall  courts  kept  and  holden 
wUhin  the  towne  of  Poole,  being  kept  al waves  by  the 
mayor  of  Poole  for  the  tyme  being,  who  is  ana  ever  hatbe 
byne  admyralle  w'thin  the  same  towne  and  the  libertyes 
therof  tyme  owt  of  mynde.  The  usuall  places  for  the 
kepinge  of  the  sayd  admyralls  court  hathe  byn  alwayes 
usyd  tyme  owt  of  memory  of  man  some  tymes  uppon  the 
keye  and  some  tymes  over  the  passadge  nere  to  a  place 
callyd  Broome  hille." 

At  the  commencement  of  the  book  is  the  subjoined  list 
of  the  duties  of  the  jurors,  entitled  **  A  note  of  all  suche 
things  as  are  to  bee  gyven  in  chardge  at  the  admyralls 
courte.'* 

« Impr*is : — ^You  shall  inquyere  of  all  manner  of  fellons 
doone  w'thin  this  porte  of  Poole  or  elswher  uppon  the  see 
W'th  botts  or  shippes  or  hath  felonyowslye  taken  awayeany 
gold,  sylver,  marchandizes,  ores,  anckers,  cabels,  saylles, 
or  any  apparylle  of  shippe  or  bote  or  any  tbinge  that 
longeth  tnerto. 

<*Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  all  piratts  that  robbyth 
uppon  the  sea  any  of  tne  king's  leadge  people  or  any 
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oAer  w*ch  are  in  leage  and  amyty  with  the  kinge  of  this' 
realme.  If  you  knowe  any  such  you  shall  present  ther 
Dames  as  also  the  ownners,  mastersy  victuallers,  mayntayn* 
ners,  comforters,  abettors,  and  recevers,  as  also  what 
manner  of  goods  or  marchandises  is  so  robbyd. 

**  Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  all  shippes,  vessells  or  botts 
that  shal  £ee  fownde  wayffe  vppon  the  higbe  sea  or  within 
this  porte  of  Poole  whereby  the  admyrall  maye  have  his 
part  w'ch  is  due  to  hyme  w*ch  is  the  one  halfe  of  that  w'ch 
shal  be  fownde. 

**  Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  all  those  which  have  founde 
vppon  the  sea  flptson  any  toon,  uippe,  hogshede,  barryll, 
of  wyne,  oylle,  wode,  madder,  allom,  or  other  thinge  what 
soeu  wherby  the  admyrall  may  have  what  is  dewe  to 
hyme. 

**  Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  all  those  w'ch  have  founde 
in  the  bottome  of  the  sea  lyinge  any  ancker,  cabyll,  gold, 
sylver,  or  any  t)ther  thinge'what  soeu'  wherby  the  admyrall 
maye  have  his  p't  dewe  to  hyme. 

^*  Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  all  thpse  w'ch  have  fownde 
vppon  the  sea  or  w*thin  thb  jurysdiction  smy  dead  bodye 
having^e  vppon  or  aboute  hvme  any  gold,  silver,  Jewell, 
or  other  ritches  whs^t  soeu^  wherby  the  admyrall  maye 
have  bis  p't  dewe  to  hyme. 

**  Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  the  killinge  of  any  man 
w'thin  ship()e  or  boote  or  by  any  apparryll  of  the  snippe, 
bowe  andf  in  what  sorte  and  by  what  meannes  ana  to 
whome  such  shippe  or  bote  belongjrth. 

"  Also  you  shall  enquyer  of  all  those  that  makythe  any 
fray  OS  or  draweth  any  weopen  to  make  any  frayes  w'thin 
the  jurysdiction  of  tfiis  admyralltie. 

**  Also  you  shall  enquyere  of  all  those  w'ch  shall  receve 
or  buy  any  ^oodes  or  marchandizes  w'ch  is  stoUen  and 
do  not  make  tne  same  knowen  to  the  admyrall. 

**  Also  you  shall  enquyere  of  all  shippes  that  have  bene 
stayed  to  serve  the  kinge  and  have  not  obeyde  the  same 
staye,  wherby  the  kinge  hath  byne  the  worsse  servyd. 

*^  Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  all  those  which  have  re- 
cevyd  the  kinges  waiges,  presse  or  conducte  monye,  and 
have  not  servyd  accordinglye. 

^  Ako  you  shall  inquyer  of  all  those  draggeth  any  oys- 
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lers  or  muskells  owt  of  season  that  is  from  Holje  roode 
daye  in  Male  untill  Holje  roode  daye  in  September  next 
fbUowing* 

^^  Also  you  shall  inqujere  of  all  those  that  takythe  any 
brode  or  firye  of  oysters  or  muskells  in  any  season  of  the 
yere  in  destruction 'of  the  bedds  of  oysters  or  muskelis 
where  they  bredytb. 

**  Also  you  shall  enquyere  of  all  regrators,  forestallers^ 
and  such  fyke,  w*ch  vseth  to  reg^rnte  or  forestalle  any  fyshe 
or  fowtl  w'thin  th'ts  our  jurysdiction. 

**  Also  you  shall  enquyere  of  all  them  w'ch  vseth  any 
▼niawfull  netts  for  the  aistruction  of  the  small  ffrje  of 
fyshe>  for  they  ought  to  vse  no  other  netts  but  whitinge 
mease  and  herringe  mease. 

^*  Also  you  shall  inquyere  if  any  vse  to  fyshe  the  Svn- 
dayesy  or  sufier  any  engynnes  to  lye  in  the  sea  the  Svndayes 
to  take  fyshe  wHhalL 

**  Also  you  shall  inquyere  of  all  those  w^ch  hathe  not 
brought  ther  fyshe  vnto  the  markett  place  appoincfyd  for 
the  same,  accordin^e  to  the  old  order»  and  at  a  certain 
lawfull  howre»  and  nath  not  starred  ther  certeyno  howres 
for  the  sellinge  therof  accordmge  to  the  old  vj9e  and 
costome* 

**  Also  you  shall  inouyere  of  all  those  w*ch  do  vse  to  lay 
or  putte  any  lyme,  thrydde,  or  such  other  lyke  engynnes 
into  the  sea  to  take  byrds  att  such  tymes  of  the  yere  when 
other  poor  men  do  vse  to  take  fowlle  wHh  ther  netts 
wherby  they  are  greatlye  hyndryde." 

The  admiralty  court  was  anciently  holden  every  year ; 
but  the  regularity  of  this  practice  was  early  broken  in 
upon.  The  admiral  who  omitted  to  hold  a  court  during 
bisyear  of  office,  wa%  indecKly  frequently  amerced  at  the 
court  next  holden ;  and  orders  were  repeatedly  made  for 
holding  the  court  at  least  once  a  year,  but  it  was  never 
regularly  convened  many  years  successively ;  and  it  was 
latterly  holden  at  intervals  of  several  years.  It  was  holden 
by  the  mayor  as  admiral,  and  a  jury  was  empannelled  of 
old  ship  masters  and  pilots,  who  generally  perambulated 
the  bounds  of  the  harbour,  and  ascertained  the  marks 
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which  limit  the  jurisdiction.  The  court  possessed  ^e  same 
jurisdiction  as  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  and  had  a 
general  object  to  prevent  encroachments  on  the  harbour, 
and  to  preserve  the  boundaries.  Fines  have  been  imposed 
in  this  court  for  dredging  for  oysters  at  forbidden  times, 
but  there  have  been  no  trials  in  it  of  late  years,  business  of 
this  nature  having  been  transacted  by  the  mayor  at  the 
other  courts  of  the  borough.  There  was  a  murder  com- 
mitted in  the  harbour  about  forty  years  ago,  in  which  the 
admiral  asserted  his  rigtit  to  try.  There  were  on  this 
occasion  three  claimants  of  the  jurisdiction,  the  admiralty  of 
Poole,  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  and  the  authorities  of 
the  county  of  Dorset.  Three  prisoners  were  taken  and 
tried  at  the  assizes  at  Dorchester ;  but  an  arrest  of  judg- 
ment was  put  in  on  the  ground  of  jurisdiction,  and  the 
prisoners  were  eventually  rdeased,  without  the  disputed 
question  being  determined. 

The  admiralty  jurisdiction  had  a  boundary  not  very 
accurately  defined;  but  it  comprehended  certain  points 
which  are  perfectly  well  known.  It  commenced  at 
Bromehill,  situated  near  the  extent  of  the  borough  at 
Hamworthy,4(  and  extended  in  the  first  place  to  a  spot 
called  Reddiff  Attwell,  three  or  four  miles  from  Poole,  up 
the  Wareham  channel.  From  this  spot  along  the  channds 
to  North  haven  point,  as  is  stated  in  the  Winchelsea  certifi- 
cate, all  the  water  belonged  to  Poole.  The  North  haven 
point  is  one  of  the  projections  that  form  the  entrance  to  Poole 
harbour.  Beyond  this  point,  and  in  a  seaward  direction; 
the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  was  ascertained  in  the  following 
manner,  by  the  jury  in  perambulation.  The  water  bailiff, 
with  several  of  the  jurymen,  went  off  to  sea  in  a  boat  from 
North  haven  point,  and  when  they  had  found  out  certain 
old  marks  or  bearings,  they  put  a  humber  barrel  out  of 


•  Thli  limit  of  Ui«bo?oiitbhaib«aiwillkno«m  lot  Hivlast  bttidrei  jmH  $ti4 
opwardt,  m  **  Old  HuVt  gTmre/'  being  the  ^ol  when  one  £Urt,  irho  buDc  hinnrtf 
inthetoimof  roote»  lOHmt  the  y cir  lHOt  Wittatod. 
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the  boat,  and  laid  it  floating  on  the  water.  This  is  supposed 
to  be  the  extreme  point  at  which  it  could  be  descried  by  the 
naked  eye  froofi  an  elevated  sand  bank  at  North  haren,  on 
which  others  of  the  jury  remained.  The  distance  at  which 
the  floating  barrel  was  thus  seen  is  about  three  miles.  It  is 
not  precisely  known  how  far  the  jurisdiction  extended 
eastward  and  westward  of  the  tiumber  barrel,  but  process 
has  been  executed  to  the  eastward,  nearly  as  far  as  Bourne 
mouth,  about  four  miles  distant  from  North  haven  point ; 
and  to  the  westward,  about  two  miles  beyond  Old  Harry 
rocks,  abreast  of  Ballard  head,  the  northern  point  of 
Swanage  bay. 

The  first  mention  made  in  the  extant  record  book  of  the 
extent  of  the  admiralty  jurisdiction,  is  in  1609,  at  the  court 
in  which  year  the  jurors  presented  "that  the  liberties, 
franchises,  and  priviledges  of  this  towne  and  poorte  of 
Poole  is  knowne  att  this  daye  and  from  time  to  time  before 
this  daye,  whereof  the  memorie  of  man  doth  not  know  to 
the  contrarie,  is  and  begineth  from  a  place  called 
Shaggrogg,  alias  Shaggrocke,  being  aboue  Russell 
poynte,  and  so  goeth  all  alonge  that  channell  vntill  you 
come  to  North  hauen  poynte,  and  from  the  North  haucQ 
poynte  as  farre  to  seaward  as  a  humber  barrell  maie  bo 
scene  and  descried  in  the  sea.'* 

The  next  presentment  of  the  boundaries,  in  1612,  takes 
Bromehill  as  the  commencement. 

The  perambulations  of  the  extent  of  the  admiralty  juris* 
diction  were  always  performed  with  great  ceremony,  and 
the  records  of  these  events  present  many  amusing  pictures 
of  the  habits^  ta^tes^  and  customs  of  our  forefathers.  The 
first  perambulation  recorded  in  the  volume  now  extant^ 
took  place  in  1626,  and  on  this  occasion  the  precise  site  of 
Redcliff  Attwell  was  pointed  out  by  one  John  Odwell,  on^ 
of  the  sworn  porters  of  the  town,  who  accompanied  the 
udmiral,  jury,  and  a  large  company,  <<  to  a  place  in  the 
sea  neere  Shagrock,  to  the  westward  of  Russell  point, 
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towards  Wareham,  and  right  against  a  little  hill  called 
Rattcliffe  Attweli ;  and  the  sajd  John  Odwell,  the  porter 
aforesajdy  being  sett  on  shore  att  the  sayd  Rattcliffe,  being 
a  small  hill  with  a  bancke  adioiningto  thesea,  w'ch  bancke 
next  vnto  the  sea  is  p'tely  bare,  without  heath  or  grass 
vpon  iCy  and  the  said  John  Odwell,  porter,  did  see  a  cer- 
tayne  sprrag,  w'ch  he  testifyde  that  one  Thomas  Greene, 
of  Ame,  aged  threescore  jeares  or  thereabouts,  told  him 
was  called  Attwell,  hard  bj  a  small  tree  there/' 

The  Whitsuntide  festival  appears  to  have  afforded  a 
favourite  opportunity  for  celebratmg  the  perambulations 
with  especial  ceremonv.  In  1631,  Whit  Monday,  May  30, 
was  sheeted  for  the  occasion.  On  Whit  Tuesday,  May 
22f  1632,  there  was  also  a  perambulation,  and  the  pious 
authorities  were  fain,  at  this  time,  to  dignify  their  municipal 
ceremonial  with  the  sanction  of  religion,  the  quaint  chro« 
nider  of  the  day's  proceedings  informing  us,  that  after  the 
perambulation,  ^^haveing  landed  att  the  great  key,  we 
presentlye  troop'd  upp  our  colours  &  company  and  soe 
went  to  church  and  gave  glory  to  the  Lord." 

Another  perambulation  was  made  June  29,  1649,  and 
the  description  of  the  ceremonies  recorded  by  the  venerable 
and  amusing  Richard  Bramble,  the  then  town  clerk,  affords 
an  entertaining  fragment  on  the  customs  and  modes  of' 
enjoyment  of  our  ancestors,  and  which  albeit  they  appear 
somewhsU  rude  in  these  days  of  superior  refinement  and 
more  delicate  notions  of  gallantry,  were  then,  doubtless, 
not  unbecoming  even  to  the  dignity  of  municipal  authority. 
It  seems  that  the  mayor  and  his  companions  engaged  in  the 
perambulation,  after  having  visited  Bromehill  and  Kedcliff 
Attwell,  were  joined  at  North  haven  by  mistress  mayoress 
and  a  large  party  of  ladies  from  the  town,  and  that  having 
**  erected  a  tilt  with  the  oares  and  sayles  of  the  boat,  we 
refreshed  ourselves  with  such  victualls  as  God  had  pro- 
vided for  that  perambulation  ;  and  haveing  seene  the 
younge  men  disporting  themselves  with  their  hatts  in  a 

3  B 
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kind  of  foot  balle/'  the  major  and  others  proceeded  to 
the  margin  of  the  ocean,  and  claimed  jurisdiction  as  usnal, 
when  <*  it  pleased  Mr.  Moses  Darelly  baring  Peter  Hilej 
ki  his  one  hand,  and  John  Gigger  in  his  other  hand, 
(unknown  to  the  company  till  afterwards,)  for  a  better  and 
future  remembrance  of  the  clajmeinge  of  the  admjrall 
jurbdiction  and  liberties  abovesayd,  to  lead  those  two 
youths  in  his  hands  about  knee  deepe  into  the  ocean,  and 
then  returning  back  to  the  tilt  againe,  and  haveing  refresh 
ourselfes  with  some  discourses  concerning  the  observation 
of  that  dayes  service,  and  seene  the  young  men  agayne 
disport  themselves  with  their  hatts  att  football  as  aforesayd, 
the  tyde  being  come  for  our  departure  from  thence,  we 
came  vpp  to  Poole  with  our  severall  companyes  in  the 
boales  above  mentioned,  and  thence  the  women  departing 
to  their  severall  habitations  (after  salutations  past),  Mr. 
maior,  with  the  rest  of  the  magistrates  and  men  in  his 
company,  went  to  Mr.  Melmoth's  inne,  where  having  for  a 
little  while  refreshed  themselves  with  some  wine,  beere, 
and  tobacco,  every  man  taking  his  leave  one  of  the  other 
in  a  civill,  loveing,  and  courteous  manner,  they  departed 
to  their  severall  and  respective  homes,  without  any  ob^rva-i 
tion  of  any  remarkable  incivility  through  the  passage  of 
that  dav.*' 

The  next  perambulation  recorded  is  that  of  1667,  which 
was  made  May  29,  <*in  remembrance  of  his  majesty's 
nativity  and  restoration  (after  twelve  years  of  his  exilement) 
unto  his  three  kingdoms,''  and,  after  a  description  of  the 
extent  of  this  jurisdiction  as  on  former  perambulations,  we 
are  favoured  with  a  further  sketch  of  the  innocent  civic 
diversions  of  bygone  days.  The  mayor,  it  seems,  when  at 
North  haven,  took  several  little  boys  by  the  hand,  and 
*^  being  provyded  with  several  dozzens  of  points,  smote 
the  said  boys  on  the  palmes  of  their  handes,  telling  them 
that  thereby  they  should  remember  the  sayd  bounds  of  Poole 
aforesayd,  and  there  disperssed  the  said  points  among  them« 
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And  afterwards,  repayring^  unto  a  tilt  which  was  there 
erected  upon  the  sands,  we  refreshed  ourselves  with  very 
good  provbions  which  God  and  the  good  company  had 
provyded  for  that  day's  perambulation,  w'ch  being  ended 
the  boatmen  went  to  dancing,  and  afterwards  the  young 
women  did  the  like  under  said  tilt ;  in  the  mean  tyme  the 
sayd  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses,  made  some  merry 
pastime,  one  with  the  other,  upon  the  sands,  whilst  divers 
other  men  sported  themselves  att  a  play  called  hopfrog, 
and  afterwards  refreshed  ourselves  with  the  remainder  of 
two  hogsheads  of  beere.*' 

In  the  description  pf  a  perambulation  made  May  11, 
1681,  we  read  of  *^  points  and  pins*'  having  been  distri- 
buted  amongst  the  boys  and  girb  **  slashing  their  hands 
and  pricking  their  fingers  to  cause  them  to  remember  the 
bounds." 

Perambulations  were  also  made  in  1692,  1710, — when 
the  bearings  of  the  humber  barrel,  when  just  visible  from 
North  haven  point  are  recorded, — 1720,  1725,  1740, 
1763,  1770,  1778,  1789,  1796,  1809,— when  the  bearmgs 
of  Redcliff  Atwell  were  taken  and  recorded, — 1821, 
1827,  and  1834.  At  the  perambulation  in  1821*  a  stone 
was  set  up  at  Redcliff  Atwell,  bearing  the  following 
inscription: — ^^^  Redcliff  Atwell.  Thb  stone  marks  the 
extent  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  town  and  county 
of  Poole  as  defined  by  a  jury  of  tlie  admiralty  court  at  a 
general  perambulation  of  the  boundaries  of  the  said  town 
and  county  thb  19th  day  of  July,  1821,  being  the  day  of 
the  coronation  of  his  majesty,  George  IV.,  whom  God 
preserve.    George  Welch  Ledgard,  mayor  and  admiral.'' 

Thb  court  no  longer  exists ;  all  exempt  admiralty  juris- 
dictions having  been  abolbhed  by  the  **  Act  for  the  regu« 
lation  of  Municipal  Corporations  in  England  and  Wales," 
6th  &  6th  Wm.  IV.  c.  76. 
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THE   HARBOCR. 


The  estuary  of  the  sea,  on  which  the  town  of  Poole 
stands,  is  very  extensive,  and  highly  picturesque.    Stretch- 
ing many  miles  inland,  it  presents  to  the  observer  very 
pleasing  varieties  of  scenery,  whilst  it  offers  to  the  mariner 
a  haven  almost  always  accessible.    The  entrance  to  the 
harbour  is  very  narrow,  and  lies  between  two  long  ranges 
of  sand  banks,  one  projecting  from  the  north-east  part  of 
the  isle  of  Purbeck,  called  South  haven  point,  the  other 
extending  from  the  mainland  of  Dorsetshire,  and  termed 
North  haven  point.    The  distance  between  these  is  about  a 
furlong,  and  directly  opposite  this  entrance  is  the  island  of 
Brownsea,  with  its  striking  castellated  mansion.      This 
island  divides  the  stream,  of  which  the  largest  and  naviga- 
ble branch  flows  to  the  northward  and  leads  to  Poole. 
The  harbour  extends  from  hence,  amidst  winding  shores 
and  frequent  projecting  headlands,  up  to  the  marshes 
adjoining  Wareham,  washing  the  borders  of  many  a  little 
island,  and  sweeping  within  a  short  distance  of  the  sombre 
ruins  of  Corfe  castle.    Of  the  islands  within  the  harbour, 
Brownsea  is  the  largest ;  and  there  also  on  the  south  side, 
Fursey,    St.  Helenas,  Long,  Kound,  Green,  and  Grove 
islands.     Stone  island  is  on  the  east,  near  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour.     On  the  north  part  are  Swan,  Pergam's,  and 
Horse  islands.    On  the  west  part,  near  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  Frome  and  Piddle,  are  three  small  islands,  viz., 
trigger's  island,  another  belonging  to  the  north  living  in 
Arne,  and  another  small  spot.    Near  Holton,  east  of  Lji" 
chett  bay,  near  the  mouth  of  Sherford  river,  are  two  more 
islands,  Utterheath  and  Vermigore :  the  latter  b  an  island 
only  at  low  water.    Of  the  three  islands  first  named,  old 
Drayton  thus  sings  in  the  second  song  of  his  Polyolbion :— > 

«  WhilBt  Piddle  and  the  Frome  each  other  entertained, 
Oft  praising  lovely  Poole,  their  best  beloved  bay, 
Thus  Fiddle  hex  bespoke  to  passe  the  time  away ;— 
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*  When  Poole/  qnoth  eke,  <  wm  young,  a  lutUe  sea-born  Um, 

'  Great  Albyon  to  this  nymph  an  earnest  sutor  was, 

'  And  bare  himself  so  weU,  and  so  in  fayour  came, 

'  That  so  in  little  time  npon  this  lovelie  dame 

'  Begot  three  mayden  isles,  his  darlings  and  deli^^t; 

'  The  eldest  Brunke^ey  called,  the  second  Furaey  hight, 

'  The  youngest  and  the  last,  the  lesser  than  the  other, 

'  St  HeUen'9  name  doth  beare,  the  dilling  of  her  mother.* 

And  for  the  goodlie  Poole  was  one  of  Thetis'  traine, 

Who  scorned  a  nymph  of  hers  her  virgin  band  should  staine 

Great  Albyon  (that  forethought  the  angrie  goddesse  would, 

Both  on  the  dam  and  bratts  take  what  reyenge  she  could,) 

I'  th'  bosome  of  the  Poole  his  little  children  plact ; 

First  Brunkesey,  Fursey  next,  and  little  Hellen  last : 

Then  with  his  mightie  arms  doth  clip  the  Poole  about. 

To  keep  the  angrie  queen,  iair  Amphitrite  out. 

Against  whose  lordUe  might  shoe  musters  up  her  wares, 

And  strongly  thence  repulst  (with  madness)  scoulds  and  rayes." 

The  harbour  is  full  of  immense  banks  of  ooze,  inter- 
seded  by  a  great  number  of  channels.  The  principal  of 
these  are  the  great  or  north  channel,  which  b  of  considerable 
depth,  admittbg  of  the  transit  of  large  vessels,  the  south 
or  Wick  channel,  and  the  Wareham  channel.  The  whole 
superficies  of  the  mud  banks  is  dry  for  several  hours  every 
tide,  so  that  at  such  times,  in  the  summer  season,  when  the 
sea-weeds  have  a  verdant  freshness,  the  appearance  is  that 
of  a  large  tract  of  meadows,  intersected  with  rivers  and 
rivulets.  There  seems  formerly  to  have  been  a  project, 
and  a  very  wild  and  unaccountable  one,  to  embank,  enclose, 
and  recover  these  banks.  It  was  found  by  inquisition,  13 
Chas.  II.,  that  the  waste  and  oozy  grounds  in  the  harbour, 
contained  by  admeasurement  8026  acres;  and  the  following 
bays  are  described  in  the  inquisition :  Cost's  bay,  or  little 
sea,  bounded  almost  round  with  Parkstone,  41  acres; 
Hole's  bay,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Parkstone,  with  a  neck 
of  land  called  Windmill  point  and  Poole  on  the  west, 
with  Thick-furzes  or  Heckford  on  the  north,  238  acres ; 
Longford  bay,  bounded  by  Poole  on  the  east,  Hamworthy, 
or  south  Ham  on  the  south,  Upton  wood,  Tott^iham,  and 
Heckford  on  the  northwest  and  southeast,  885  acres ;  south 
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Ljtcbeti  bay,  bounded  by  Hamworthy  on  the  east,  Holton 
on  the  west,  and  Lytchett  on  the  north,  234  acres ;  Sheep- 
stall  bay,  bounded  by  Ame  on  the  south,  north,  and  west, 
100  acres:  Middleburgh  bay,  bounded  by  Ame  on  the 
north-west,  and  Fitzoure  on  the  south  east,  which  bay 
divides  towards  the  west  into  three  creeks,  one  lying 
between  Ame  to  the  north-west,  Middleburgh  to  the  south, 
and  Slepe  to  the  south-west,  another  between  Middleburgh 
to  the  north,  and  Wych  to  the  south,  another  between 
Wy ch  to  the  north,  and  Fitzoure  to  the  south,  350  acres; 
Shotwood  bay,  bounded  by  Fitzoure  on  the  north-west, 
and  Owre  on  the  south-west,  16  acres ;  Owre  bay,  lying 
between  Owre  on  the  west,  and  Newton  on  the  south-east, 
80  acres ;  St.  Andrew's,  or  Brownsea  bay,  bounded  almost 
all  round  with  Brownsea,  on  the  east,  south,  and  west,  68 
acres  ;  and  Brand's  bay,  lying  between  Newton  to  the  west, 
and  Studland  and  South  haven  point  to  the  east  and  south- 
east, and  lands  called  Brands  to  the  south,  306  acres. 
These  premises  were  granted  by  the  crown,  in  the  above 
year,  to  Charles,  duke  of  Richmond  and  Lennox,  for  thirty 
one  years  paying  yearly  five  shillings,  provided  that 
within  five  years,  from  the  date  of  the  grant  he  embanked 
the  premises  at  his  own  charge,  and  repaired  and  main- 
tained the  banks,  walls,  and  fences,  a  fourth  part  so 
embanked  to  be  set  out  for  the  king.  A  second  grant  of 
all  or  great  part  of  the  premises  was  made,  17  Chas.  II.,  to 
Charles  Gifibrd,  Esq.,  paying  yearly  six  pence  per  acre,  or 
a  quarter  of  the  yearly  value  of  the  lands  so  embanked. 

These  grants,  which  were  probably  made  on  the  ground 
that  the  soil  between  high  and  low  water  marksjwas  vested 
in  the  crown,  were  never  acted  on  :  after  this  time  the  right 
to  the  soil  between  high  and  low  water  marks  was  a  subject 
of  dispute  between  the  town  of  Poole  and  the  lords  of  the 
manor.  Of  the  contests  that  ensued  touching  this  right, 
and  which  were  finally  set  at  rest  by  the  enclosure  act, 
some  particulars  have  been  given,  pp.  62-5. 
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From  a  survey  of  the  harbour  made  in  1784,  by  Mr« 
Whitworthy  some  curious  statistical  facts  are  obtained. 
It  appears* that  the  quantity  of  surface  within  the  harbour, 
including  Lytchett  bay,  the  harbour  within  Poole,  and  the 
two  rivers  up  to  the  north  and  south  bridges  at  Wareharo, 
is  9975  acres,  exclusive  of  Brownsea  and  all  the  other 
islands;  of  this  surface,  the  channels,  lakes,  and  other 
places  that  do  not  ebb  dry,  are  estimated  to  amount  to  about 
one-eighth  part,  or  1662  acres,  so  that  there  remain  8313 
acres  of  mud  land  left  dry  every  tide.  An  average  spring 
tide  is  said  to  rise  five  feet  and  a  half  at  the  haven  or  en* 
trance  of  the  harbour,  and  four  feet  and  a  half  at  its  innner 
extremity ;  and  assuming,  therefore,  a  mean  depth  of  five 
feet,  the  channels  and  lakes,  being  1662  acres,  will  contain, 
at  the  rate  of  5060  tons  of  water  per  acre,  a  total  accession 
each  tide  of  8,393,100  tons ;  and  the  mudlands,  estimating 
them  to  be  coveied  each  tide  to  the  mean  depth  of  2  feet 
9  inches,  will  contain  3327.5  tons  of  water  per  acre,  mak- 
ing, for  the  8313  acres,  a  total  of  27,660,507  tons ;  thus 
giving  an  aggregate  of  36,053,607  tons  of  water  flowing 
into  and  out  of  the  harbour  every  average  spring  tide. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Poole  is  rendered  some- 
what difficult  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  navigation, 
by  the  existence  of  a  shoal  of  sand,  customarily  designated 
**  the  bar,*'  though,  in  point  of  fact,  it  does  not  present 
those  dangerous  and  dreaded  peculiarities  which  distinguish 
bars.  The  channel  over  this  shoal  has  been  gradually 
moving  to  the  westward  since  the  memory  of  man,  owing 
to  the  accumulation  of  sand  from  the  quantities  washed 
down  the  coast  from  the  eastward,  and  from  the  same  cause 
the  depth  of  water  on  the  shoal  has  proportionately  de- 
creased, so  that  soundings  are  said  now  to  indicate  a  mean 
depth  of  about  four  feet  less  than  existed  fifty  years  since ; 
and  it  is  manifest  that  the  operation  of  the  same  natural 
causes  will  eventually,  in  the  progress  of  time,  unless 
countervailed  by  some  work  of  art,  effectually  close  the 
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passage  againsi  the  ingress  of  any  vessel  of  considerable 
burthen.  Tiie  present  soundings  on  the  shoal,  at  low 
water,  spring  tide,  shew  a  depth  of  12  feet,  and  at  high 
water,  18  or  19  feet.  It  would  appear  tbat  the  ratio  in 
which  the  accumulation  of  sand  takes  place,  has  greatlj 
incre,ased  of  late  years  ;  and  that  its  deposit,  until  within 
the  last  century,  was  scarcely  perceptible ;  for  in  an  old 
survey  of  the  coast  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poole,  amongst 
the  Cottonian  MSS.  in.  the  British  museum,  and  which, 
though  without  date,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  was 
executed  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the  depth  on  the  shoal  at 
low  water,  is  stated  then  not  to  exceed  15  feet ;  the  entry 
being  thus : — **  Ait  thys  chanell  ys  a  bare  yt  drawythe  att 
lowe  water  ij  fadom  and  di.  depe.''  fiut  whilst  the  naviga* 
tion  over  the  dioal  b  gradually  tending  to  the  westward,  the 
flow  of  water  from  the  harbour  at  ebb  tide  is  gradually 
opening  a  new  channel  now  termed  the  swash  way,  in  tbs 
very  direction  from  which  ancient  diarts  show  the  old 
channel  to  have  deviated ;  this  new  channel  is  progressively 
deepening,  so  that  when  the  junction  of  the  extendmg  shoal 
with  the  sands  in  Studland  bay  shall  have  taken  place,  thb 
new  channel  will  probably  be  found  to  have  acquired  such 
a  depth  from  the  constant  scouring  of  the  tidal  waters  of 
the  harbour,  as  to  afford  ingress  to  vessels  of  draught  almost 
equal  to  those  that  may  at  present  pass  the  shoal*  As  this 
circumstance,  however,  will  depend  on  the  force  of  the 
water  flowing  out  of  the  harbour  at  every  tide,  regulated 
chiefly  by  the  quantity  of  backwater,  it  will  at  all  times  be 
an  important  consideration  for  those  in  whose  duty  the 
conservation  of  the  harbour  rests,  to  devise  the  best  mode 
of  preserving  the  backwater  so  that  it  may  effectually 
scour  the  channels  of  the  harbour  and  prevent  the  too 
great  accumulation  of  sand  at  the  entrance,  as  a  measure 
essentially  requisite  for  the  maintenance  of  those  com-» 
mercial  advantages  which  Poole  has  long  enjoyed.  The  * 
report  of  Mr*  Whitwortb,  in  1784,  to  which  reference  has 
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been  aireadj  made,  and  the  reports  of  subsequent  surveys 
made  bjr  Mr.  Rendel,  in  1827  and  1831«  powerfully  and 
clearly  demonstrate  the  importance  of  attention  to  this 
matter.  Mr.  Rendel  lays  it  down  as  ^<  a  well  established 
fact,  that  the  existence  of  all  harbours  circumstanced  as 
Poole  is,  depends  upon  the  quantity  of  backwater,  and  that 
in  proportion  as  this  backwater  is  decreased,  (either  by 
natural  causes  or  otherwise,)  will  the  inconveniences  at-« 
tending^  the  entrance  and  general  accommodation  of  the 
harbour,  increase.  In  the  present  instance,**  he  adds,  **  we 
have  principally  to  look  to  natural  causes  for  the  decrease 
of  the  backwater,  arising  from  t)ie  great  extent  of  mud^ 
lands,  in  various  stages  of  accumulation,  within  the  ancient 
receptacle  of  the  tide.  That  all  harbours  have  a  tendency 
to  fill  up  and  become  dry  ground,  will  be  evident  from  the 
consideration  that  the  floods  and  torrents  which  make  their 
way  from  the  surface  of  the  land,  in  consequence  of  rains, 
&c.,  carry  with  them  into  the  low  grounds,  quantities  of 
earthy,  clayey,  and  other  matter,  which  are,  generally 
speaking,  deposited  where  the  producing  cause  expends 
itself,  viz.,  in  the  tideway  or  sea.  It  is  to  this  cause  we 
may  trace  the  fertility  of  our  valleys,  which  have  evidently 
been  covered  with  the  finer  particles  of  soil  washed  from 
the  surface  of  the  high  lands  in  time  of  floods.  There  is 
another  source  to  which  we  may  look  for  the  formation  of 
mud  banks  and  other  accumulations  in  harbours  and  tidal 
receptacles.  The  sea,  being  the  reservoir  for  all  the  rivers 
and  wash  from  the  surface  of  the  land,  its  waters  are 
naturally  impregnated  with  quantities  of  light  earthy  mat-* 
ter  held  in  solution  by  its  constant  agitation,  but  which  are 
precipitated  where  that  agitation  ceases,4^  or  where  the 
water  finds  a  place  of  repose,  which  we  may  reasonably 
expect  will  happen  in  the  higher  and  shallow  parts  of  a 


■iw*^." 


*  The  tpecific  srarity  of  wtter  i»  to  the  finest  mud  m  1  to  LlTi  it  therefore  |Si)Uow« 
that  whore  the  agitation  or  velocity  of  the  water  la  not  sufficient  to  orercome  tho 
dU^renee  of  specific  gr«Tltiet,  the  mu4  hdd  in  tolution  will  be  deposited* 

3  g 
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barbour.  To  these  causes,  aided  by  the  innnense  quanti-^ 
ties  of  animal  and  vegetable  marine  matter,  we  roaj  trace 
the  origin  of  mud  banks  and  other  ao^iimulations  to  all 
harbours,  but  more  particularly  in  that  under  notice/^ 
Mr.  Rendel  then  proceeds  to  point  ovA  that  as  ^cse  accu-% 
mulations  proceed,  the  capacity  of  water-»waj  is  reduced, 
and  consequently  the  coirtention  at  the  harbour's  mouthy 
between  the  shifting  sands  and  the  backwater^  is  lessened  on 
the  part  of  the  latter*  The  preserration,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  the  quantity  and  consequent  power  of  the  backwater, 
must  therefore  be  a  paramount  object  in  any  considerations 
regarding  the  superiority  of  the  harbour  as  a  place  of 
commercial  resort* 

A  striking  and  very  advantageous  peculiarity  is  coihm 
nected  with  the  tides  in  the  harbour  of  Poole,  where  there 
is  a  double  tide  every  twelve  hours.    The  regular  h^§^ 
tide  takes  place  on  full  and  change  days  at  nine  o'clock. 
The  tide  ebbs  out  after  the  first  high  water  for  one  hour 
and  a  half;  it  then  flows  in  again  for  an  hour  and  a  hitf, 
making  a  second  high  tide  three  hours  after  the  first, 
which  at  neap  tides  is  higher  than  the  first  tide,  but  at 
spring  tides  not  quite  so  high.    The  main  ebb  thai  makes 
away  for  three  hours  and  a  half,  and  it  is  low  water  on  full* 
and  change  days  at  half-past  three.    The  tide  then  rises- 
six  hours,  and  the  same  course  takes  place.    This  double 
tide  is  occasioned  by  tlie  peculiar  formation  and  situation* 
of  the  harbour.    On  the  ebbing  of  the  tide  down  the: 
English  channel,  the  current  flowing  between  the  Isle  <^ 
Wight  and  the  Hampshire  coast,  sets  strongly  into  Siud«» 
land  and  Swanwich  bays,  where,  meeting  with  the  reast^ 
ance  given  by  the  land,  a  check  occurs,  and  the  tide 
diverges  into  two  currents,  the  one  flowing  into  the  English 
channel,  and  forming  part  of  the  main  tide,  the  other, 
overcoming  the  resistance  of  the  narrowed  current  flowing 
out  of  Pool^  harbour,   drives  back  that  current  by  its 
superior  impetus,  and  finds  vent  within  the  harbour,  thua 
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mii^lfig  the  second  floodi  until  the  balance  is  restored^ 
wben  tbe  ebtnn^  proceeds  uniformly.  The  rise  of  water 
at  spring  tides  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  is  fronn'G  to 
7  feet»  according  to  the  wind  and  weaiberw 

The  harbour  of  Poole  lies  seven  leagues  N.W*  by  W% 
from  the  Isle  *of  Wight,  and  sixteen  leagues  from  Potts* 
month.  The  situation  of  the  port  of  Poole ;  the  advantage 
it  derives  A*om  its  double  tide ;  it  being  accessible  wkh 
safety  in  almost  every  wind ;  the  shelter  and  protection  it  is 
capable  of  affording  to  any  number  of  vessek ;  the  extent, 
capacity,  and  convenience  of  its  quays,  alongside  of  which 
vessels  of  large  buithen  may  keep  afloat  at  all  times  of  the 
tide ;  the  large,  airy«  and  spacious  stores,  situated  by  the 
water  side,  affording  facilities  for  the  warehousing  of  goods 
at  trifling  expense;  the  superior  accommodations  pro» 
vided  Ibr  building,  repairing,  calking  or  careening  ship* 
ping,  with  ease  and  expedition ;  render  it  a  most  desira* 
Ue  place  of  commercial  resort,  as  offering  advantages 
that  cannot  be  equalled  in  any  port  in  the  English  channel, 
particularly  when  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  dues 
demanded  is  taken  into  the  consideration. 

The  harbour  may  be  safely  entered  by  any  vessel  not 
exceeding  nineteen  feet  draught. 

BROWNSEA   ISLAND   AMD   CASTLE. 

In  treating  of  the  harbour  of  Poole,  it  must  not  be 
omitted  to  make  mention  of  one  of  its  most  commanding 
features,  the  island  of  Brownsea,  with  its  present  pleasing 
castellated  mansion ;  and  it  is  the  more  imperative  in  a  work 
like  the  present,  to  dwell  upon  the  memorials  of  that  island 
and  its  ancient  fort,  connected  as  they  have  been^'n  bygone 
days  with  the  annals  x>{  the  town,  the  former  history  of 
•which  is  the  main  subject  of  the  volume. 

The  island  of  Brownsea,  fertile  and  wooded  though  it  now 
appears,  was  formerly  a  barren' spot  with  only  one  house 


684  MAttltlMfi  Hl8T<mY4 

fiUid  an  old  blockJiOuse  fort*  intended  for  the  defence  of  tlitl 
harbouri  immediatelj  fronting  and  commanding  the 
entrance  to  which  it  has  been  placed  bj  nature* 

Brownsea  island*  in  all  probability*  derives  its  name  from 
having  been  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Bruno*  the  island 
of  Bruno, — Brunei  insula*  We  find  from  Domesday 
book*  that  Studland*  to  which  the  island  of  Brownsea 
belong^*  was  held  at  that  time*  togetlier  with  many  other 
kdanors*  by  the  earl  of  Morton*  and  that  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  confessor*  many  of  the  possessions  that  were 
granted  to  that  earl*  had  been  held  by  Bruno*  and*  amongst 
others,  the  manor  of  Buckhorn  Weston*  in  the  fortunes  of 
which  Brownsea  seems  to  have  long  shared*  The  word 
has  been  variously  spelt*  Brownsea*  Brankesey*  Bronksey* 
Brinksea*  &c.  It  is  an  island  of  an  irregular  oval  form* 
lying  at  the  east  end  of  tlie  harbour  of  Pooie*  three  miles 
north  of  Studland*  and  about  as  much  south-east  from 
Poole*  Jts  length  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half*  and  its 
breadth  three  quarters  of  a  mile*  Brownsea  is  not  men^ 
tioned  in  Domesday  book*  and  was  then  probably  included 
in  the  survey  of  Studland,  and  it  is  likely  that  some  of  the 
twenty-two  salterns  said  to  be  in  that  parish  were  on  the 
shores  of  this  island.  But  we  find  it  mentioned  before  this  pe-* 
riod*  and  that  it  was  remarkable  for  the  Danes  landing  here* 
or  retreating  hither*  iVom  Frome  mouth*  or  Wareham*  A.D* 
1015.  A  manuscript  life  of  St*  Ethelwold*  brother  of  king 
Edmund*  cited  in  Leiand's  coll :  iv*  65*  says  **  Canutus 
6poliato  monasterio  Cemeliensi  contulit  se  ad  portum 
Fromunitham  nomine*  occidentalis  Angliae,  inde  navigantes 
ad  Brunkeseiam*  hoc  est*  ad  Brunei  insulam«"  Leiand 
adds*  ^*  Brunei  insula  ad  2  m.  distat  a  Pola*  et  oceano 
circumdatur ;  nulla  aedificia  habet  praeter  sacellam.''  This 
seems  to  be  the  **  old  manuscript"  cited  by  Coker*  who 
thus  translates  both  passages  together: — *^  Canutus*  having 
spoiled  the  church  and  monastery  of  Ceme*  took  to  the 
haven*  and  sailed  thence  to  Branksey*  i.e.*  Brank's  island* 
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which  is  two  miles  from  PooIe»  having  on  it  no  buildingSf 
save  a  chapd  only«'^ 

In  1 1&4, 1st  Henry  Vl.,  the  king  granted  to  the  abbot  of 
Cemei  the  right  of  wreck  on  his  island  of  Brownsea^ 
which  grant  was  confirmed  bj  inspeximusi  Ist  Henry  YIU. 
In  1298)  the  temporalities  of  the  abbot  of  Cemei  herci 
were  valued  at  5l8*  lid*  On  the  seizure  of  ecclesiastical 
property  at  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteriest  Henry  Villi 
in  theSSth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  island  and  the 
water  surrounding  it,  to  John,  earl  of  Oxford ;  who  the 
same  year  had  license  to  alienate  it  to  Richard  Duke,  of 
the  same  island^  and  his  heirs^  with  wreck  of  the  sea.  This 
alienation  accordingly  took  place.  In  the  16th  Elizabeth, 
George  Sprint,  in  right  of  his  wife.  Christian,  daughter  of 
Richard  Duke,  held  this  island,  value  9s.,  and  the  manor 
of  Weston,  &c.  In  the  23rd  of  the  same  reign,  he  had 
licence  to  ali^iate  it  to  Richard  Haycolt,  and  others* 
**  ad  usus  dicti  Ricardi»*'  And  in  the  29th  of  the  same 
sovereign,  the  premises  were  granted  to  John  Morley,  for 
a  term  of  twenty-one  years.  The  island  appears  then  to 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Charles  Brook ;  and  in  the 
9th  James  L,  was  granted  to  Robert,  earl  of  Salisbury.  In 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  it  belonged  to  sir  Robert  Clayton* 
of  whose  heirs  it  was  purchased,  before  17^,  for  £900,  by 
William  Benson,  esq.,  auditor  of  the  imprest,  who  resold  it 
to  —  Cfaamberlayne,  of  London.  He  conveyed  the  island, 
in  1762,  to  sir  Gerard  Napier  and  Humphrey  Sturt,  esq., 
to  the  last  of  whom,  on  the  death  of  sir  Gerard,  the  whole 
of  the  property  devolved ;  Mr.  Sturt  greatly  improved  the 
island,  and  made  considerable  additions  to  the  castle,  pre- 
serving  the  great  hall,  built  by  auditor  Benson,  and  made 
lai^e  plantations  of  various  kinds  of  trees ,  and  be  manured 
and  cultivated  the  island  with  great  success. 

The  island  and  castle -were  sold  by  Mr.  Sturt,  some 
years  since  to  sir  Charles  Chad,  bart.,  of  Pinkney  Hall, 
near  Fakenham,  Norfolk,  the  present  possessor. 
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There  fbnnerly  existed  some  copperas  mad  atom  works 
on  the  island,  which  were  undertaken  by  the  earl  of  Hoot- 
ingdoii)  wbo  rerived  the  siaiilar  works  commencedat  Pai^-* 
stone  by  lord  Moiuit|oy.  This  is  ascertaitted  from  a  letter 
eomplaining  of  a  suspicious  <^araolert  a  lessee  in  the 
iradertakingi  atid  wbieli  was  sent  to  sir  Francis  Ashley,  the 
Tioe*admiral  of  Dorset.  This  letter,  being  a  curiosi^  in  its 
way,  is  here  given  s — 

"  Right  Worshi :  Our  hearty  commendations  done,  &c. 
These  are  to  advertize  you,  that  we  do  know  James 
Mounsey^  of  London,  who  farmeth  the  mines  of  Brownsea, 
at  my  lord  of  Huntii^oft^s  hands,  and  this  man  whom  you 
have  sent  b  the  same  Mounsey,  whose  religion  we  doubts 
for  that  we  have  not  seen  him  at  any  time  at  the  church  in 
the  time  of  his  bein^  hcre«  He  hatn  a  brother,  a  very  bad 
fellow,  and  of  an  oalous  religion,  who  serveth  in  Brownsea 
mines  under  bim.  He  persuadeth  the  workmen  there  to 
labour  the  Sabbath  day,  and  to  rest  the  Saturdans  wfaidi 
he  saith  is  the  Sabbath  day*  We  understand  this  Mounsey 
to  be  indebted  to  the  victuallers  of  this  town  and  the 
workmen  of  Brownsea  mines»  It  maj  please  your  worship 
to  have  regard  to  Brownsea  castle ;  it  is  a  place  of  great 
danger,  and  weakly  manned,  which  may  give  ingress  and 
^fress  to  the  enemy,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  whole  country, 
not  beinff  foreseen  to  be  provided  with  credible  persons 
for  the  defence  of  that  charge.  And  so  we  bid  you  most 
heartily  farewell.    Poole,  the  4th  of  February,  1686. 

"  Your  worship's  loving  friends, 

Jno»  Fylde,  mayor, 
Jno.  Rog^ers, 
Wm.  Dicker, 
Roger  Maudeley.*' 

The  earliest  description  we  find  of  the  island,  is  by 
Lelandy  who  says  ^^  There  ly  three  isles  in  the  haven  of 
Pool,  whereof  the  naost  famous  is  Brunkeshey.  Sum  say 
that  there  has  been  a  paroch  in  it.  There  is  yet  a  ohi^pel 
for  an  heremite.  It  longith  to  Cerne  abbey.  The  chapd 
was  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  of  which  and  the  hermitage. 
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diere  are  no  remains,*'  The  diief  of  the  little  bays  in  Ike 
bland,  however,  is  to  this  day  known  as  St.  Andrew's  bay« 

The  castle,  which  is  on  the  south->east  side  of  the  island, 
forms  a  delightful  marine  residence ;  it  possesses,  however, 
little  strength  as  a  fortress  of  defence^  though  strong  and 
effective  batteries  might  easily  be  placed  on  the  island,  sa 
as  completely  to  command  the  entrance  to  the  harbour* 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  fort  erected  on  tb^ 
island  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  when  a  blodk-house 
was  erected  by  the  king,  for  the  preservation  of  tbe  town 
and  the  shipping  and  trade  thereof,  and  his  majesty  also 
furnished  the  same  with  ordnance  and  ammunition  ;  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  agreeing,  on  their  parts,  to  furnish 
six  men  to  watch  and  ward  in  the  same  castle.  This  was 
before  1538 ;  and  it  seems  to  have  been  afterwards  con^ 
sidered  that  the  town  of  Poole  was  to  keep  the  fort  in 
repair  and  to  garrison  it ;  and  the  town  accordingly,  at 
various  times,  expended  large  sums  in  the  repairs  of  Ibe 
castle,  &c.  Under  date  of  the  year  1547,  we  find  among 
the  archives  of  the  town  of  Poole,  an  imperfect  document, 
containing  the  following  inventory  of  ordnance  received  by 
<*the  mayor  and  his  brethren''  of  the  town,  for  the  use  of 
Aie  castle, 

•*  Here  followeth  such  parcels  of  ordinance,  shot,  and 
gun  powder,  as  was  received  towards  the  defence  of  the 
*  castell  of  Bronkse,' 

<<  Reoeived  from  Portsmouth  the  10th  August,  1547,  by 
the  commandment  of  the  lord  Seymour,  admiral  of  £nfi;«% 
land,  one  piece  of  iron  named  a  Dcmi-Culverin,  with  the 
sponge  and  ladle  for  the  same,  and  fifty  shot  of  iron,  and 
two  half  barrels  of  powder, 

"  Item  Received  that  day  one  saker  of  iron  with  sponge 
and  ladle,  and  22  shott  of  iron  for  the  same  piece, 

"  Item  Received  more  from  Portsmouth,  by  the  deliver^ 
ance  of  John  Thomas,  the  25tb  Aug,,  1547,  4  half  barrels- 
of  gunpowder,  weighing  every  half  barrel  1  cwt  5  lbs, 

*^  Item  Reed'  more  that  day,  by  the  deliverance  of  John 
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ThomaSi  87  sacker  shot  of  iroo,  and  3  shot  of  iron  for  thb 
Denii^Culverin. 

<^  Item  Reed'  more  from  the  tower  of  London,  in  the 
mouth  of  Sept,,  1547,  by  the  commandment  of  my  lord 
Protector's  grace,  one  whole  culverin  of  brass,  with  the  . . 

"  Item  Feed*  more  that  day,  2  sakers  of  iron,  2  sponges, 
2  ladles,  with  2  cwt.  shot  of  iron, 

"  Item  Reed*  more  that  day,  one  ,  .  .  •  of  gunpowder, 
containing  24  half  barrels, 

*Mtem  All  the  ordinance  before  written  with  ladles, 
sponges,  and  shot,  was  deliv'd  to  the  *  castell  of  Bronkse,' 
into  the  custody  of  Leonard  Nicholas, 

*^  Item  Deliv'd  him  more  a  piece  of  ordinance  of  the 
towrC&  named  a  Port  piece  with  2  chambers, 

'*  Item  DelivM  him  more  a  piece  of  ordinance  called  a 
Slinge  with  2  chambers. 

"  Item  DelivM  him  also  a  small  piece  called  a  Serpen** 
tine  with  2  chambers. 

"  Item  DelivM  him  on  his  coming  into  the  *  castell,*  one 
barrel  and  a  half  of  the  town's  powder,  weighing  1  cwt, 
2  qrs.  7  tbs. 

^^  Item  Deliv'd  him  more  that  came  from  Portsmouth, 
two  half  barrels  of  gunpowder,  weighing  2  cwt.  10  tbs.,  and 
two  half  barrels  at  another  time  weighing  2  cwt.  10  lbs." 

Of  the  appearance  and  condition  of  the  castle  about  this 
time,  we  are  enabled  to  form  some  notion  from  the  contents 
of  a  document,  dated  1552,  In  that  year,  during  the 
mayoralty  of  Thomas  Whyte,  jun.,  sir  John  Rogers,  knt., 
George  de  la  Lynde,  and  Richard  Phelippe,  esqrs.,  were 
appointed  commissioners  for  examing  the  state  of  Brownsea 
castle  and  other  defences  on  this  coast :  and  in  answer  to 
articles  exhibited  by  them,  the  mayor  and  his  brethren  of 
Poole,  state,  among  other  things,  that  <*  the  square  of  the 
great  tower  there  is  44  feet,  which  amounteth  to  176  feet; 
and  that,  after  the  rate  of  15  feet  to  the  perch,  maketh  the 
number  of  11  perches  and  11  feet;  and  must  be  made  8 
feet  higher,  which  will  amount  to  49  perches  after  the  rate 
liforesaid ;  and  must  also  be  made  with  freestone.    The 
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thickness  of  the  wall  of  the  same  tower  is  6^  feet  The 
barbican  of  the  said  house  is  in  compass  160  feet,  which, 
after  the  rate  of  15  fe^  to  the  perch  as  aforesaid,  amount- 
eth  to  10  perches  and  10  feet,  and  must  be  made  higher  by 
8  feet,  and  that  ako  with  freestone,  which  will  amount  to 

;  the  thickness  of  the  wall  of  the  said  barbican 

b  9  feet,  and  tliereof  the  south-west  side  of  the  same,  which 
containeth  in  length  40  feet,  which  mak^  2  perches  and 
10  feet,  must  rise  higher  bv  13  feet,  which,  after  the  rate 
aforesaid,  maketh  34  perches  and  5  feet,  for  that  the  hill 
being  in  the  south-west  side,  and  also  so  high  above  the 
said  barbican,  shall  else  beat  on  the  inner  part  of  the  said 
barbican,  that  no  man  shall  be  able  to  serve  within  it ;  and 
the  residue  of  the  said  barbican  amounteth  to  120,  which 
maketh,  after  the  rate  aforesaid,  8  perches,  and  must  rise 
higher  by  8  feet,  which  maketh,  after  the  said  rate,  64 
perches;  and  the  thickness  of  the  wall  of  the  said  barbican 
must  be  9  feet,  and  must  also  be  made  with  freestone.'' 
It  appears  that  these  improvements  and  repairs  were 
effected,  at  an  expense  to  the  town  of  £133  6s.  8d. 

During  the  hostilities  that  prevailed  about  this  period, 
great  attention  was  devoted  to  the  defences  of  the  southern 
coast,  and  many  papers  yet  exist  to  manifest  the  care  then 
bestowed  upon  the  castle  at  Brownsea.  In  the  ^  Eliz*, 
a  petition  from  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Poole  was 
presented  to  the  privy  council,  setting  forth  that  the  town 
of  Poole  was  charged  with  the  keeping  of  Brownsea  castle, 
and  that  the  same  was  at  that  time  out  of  repair  and  that 
the  cannon  there  were  likewise  much  out  of  repair,  and, 
therefore,  they  prayed  that  the  cannon  might  be  exchanged, 
and  the  castle  repaired.  An  order  was  accordingly  made 
for  the  delivery  to  the  mayor  of  several  pieces  of  cannon, 
with  ammunition,  for  the  use  of  the  castle.  These  being 
provided,  the  mayor,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  bur- 
gesses, appointed  a  gunner  or  keeper  of  the  castle,  agreeing 
to  pay  him  a  yearly  salary,  be  covenanting  to  obey  the 

3D 
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orders  and  directions  of  the  major  and  burgesses,  touching* 
the  castle.  At  the  same  time  an  order  was  issued  from  the 
lieutenancy,  for  the  town  of  Poole  to  serve  at  the  castle  of 
Brownsea,  and  to  watch  and  ward  the  same  with  six  men 
as  formerly/  In  the«e  proceedings  the  castle  is  styled 
«*^the  queen's  majesty's  castell  of  Brownecksey**' 

An  invaitory  taken  May  2«3, 1568,  states  that  there  were 
then  in  the  castle  eight  pieces  of  ordnance  of  divers  sorts, 
with  a  due  supply  of  shot,  and  12cwt.  of  powder. 

But,  in  1671,  it  appears  that  the  castle  had  been  some- 
what neglected,  and  was  going  to  decay  for  want  of  due 
attention ;  and  the  privy  council  was  again  besought  on 
this  behalf  by  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Poole. 

In  1576,  it  appears  that  the  castle  was  held  by 
Christopher  Hatton,  having  been  granted  to  him  for  his 
life  by  the  queen.  A  dispute  thereupon  ensued  between 
him  and  the  town,  touching  the  right  to  the  castle;  and  a 
letter,  dated  from  Hertford  castle,  August  21, 1576,  to  the 
mayor  and  others  of  Poole,  stated  that  upon  the  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  them,  dated  the  8th  of  that  month,  concerning 
the  castle  of  Brownsea,  the  council  had  conferred  with  Mr. 
Hatton,  touching  his  daim  thereto,  who  had  produced  her 
majesty's  letters  patent,  containing  a  grant  of  the  same  to 
him ;  and  that  as  the  council  did  not  find  that  the  people  of 
Poole  had  ever  procured  any  assurance  thereof,  but  at  the 
will  of  the  prince,  they  saw  not  why  the  grant  should  not 
take  effect;  and  therefore  ordered  the  delivery  of  the 
ordnance  and  ammunition  belonging  to  the  castle,  to  such 
person  as  Mr.  Hatton  should  appoint.  A  delivery  thereof 
was  accordingly  made  of  the  following  ordnance,  &c. : — 

**  In  the  barbican  one  culverin  of  brass,  with  iiij**  xi  shot 
of  cast  iron ;  a  demi  culverin  of  iron,  with  iij**  xij  shot  of 
oast  iron ;  oncsaore  of  brass,  and  one  sacre  of  iron,  with 
iy^  ix  shot  of  cast  iron.  On  the  platform  two  sacres  of 
iron,  with  iij"  xv  shot  of  cast  iron;  one  falconet  of 
brass.  In  the  hall,  five  harquebusses,  nine  long  pikes, 
wildfire  pike  furnished,  twelve  brown  bills,  ana  twelve 


MARITIME   HISTORT.  39i 

b6ws  and  six  sheaves  of  arrows ;  a  culveria  ladle  of  brass 
with  a  «>onge;  a  demi  culverin  ladle  with  a  sponge;  two 
ladles  WT  sacres  with  ^onges;  a  ladle  for  the  falcoDet 
with  a  sponge ;  three  chain  shot  for  the  sacres  of  lead ; 
four  hoUoW  ^ot  of  lead  for  the  sacres ;  six  hollow  shot  of 
lead  for  the  sacres ;  six  hollow  shot  of  lead  for  the  falconet. 
In  the  chamber  over  the  hall»  eighteen  sheaves  of  arrows, 
and  a  half  barrel  of  powder;  six  whole  cross  bar  shot  for 
the  culverin,  and  five  chains." 

It  was  during  sir  Christopher  Hatton's  tenure  of  Brown- 
sea  castle,  that  the  disputes  occurred  between  his  officers 
and  the  authorities  of  the  town,  touching  the  right  to  con- 
vey passengers  across  the  channel  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  the  respective  jurisdiction  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  various  royal  warrants  issued  about  that  time  for 
the  d^ention  and  examination  of  shipping,— disputes  which 
resulted  more  than  once  in  the  loss  of  life  [pp.  I07-8J. 

Among  the  preparations  made  in  1688,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  an  efficient  resistance  to  the  projected  Spanish 
invasion  of  England,  was  a  survey,  by  sir  John  Norris,  of 
the  resources  and  power  of  the  county  of  Dorset.  From 
bis  advice  on  this  subject,  the  following  is  an  extract : — 
<*  On  the  east  side  of  the  bay  of  Portland,  some  places  are 
of  indifferent  strength,  and  might  be  made  to  serve  for  a 
retreat  to  the  country,  and  hinder  the  enemy  landing :  viz., 
Corfe  castle,  Brownsea  castle,  and  the  towns  of  Wareham 
and  Poole ;  but  the  fortifications  of  the  latter  are  mdifferent, 
and  of  no  use,  except  Brownsea  were  provided  with  arms 
and  artillery.** 

In  the  civil  wars,  Brownsea  castle,  in  connection  with 
the  town  of  Poole,  was  early  garrisoned  for  the  parliament, 
and  the  governors  of  that  town  were  also  appointed  to  the 
governance  of  the  castle.  Sept.  28, 1644,  an  onler  was 
made  by  the  house  of  commons,  for  the  delivery,  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  of  four  pieces  of  ordnance  for  the  defence 
of  the  castle.  The  accounts  of  Bury,  the  treasurer  ibr  the 
county,  mention  that,  on  Nov.  5,  in  the  same  year,  four 
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large  chests  of  musquets  were  brought  to  Brownsea  castle 
from  Wejmouth ;  and  that  on  the  1st  of  January  following, 
£90  were  remitted  hither.  Feb.  26, 1645-6,  the  house  of 
commons  ordered  that  the  castle  should  continue  gar^ 
risoned  with  twenty  men ;  and  on  March  13,  following, 
the  house  also  resolved  that  the  castle  should  be  under  the 
command  of  the  governor  of  Poole.  April  20,  1647, 
sixty  pounds  were  paid  to  Captain  Harding,  then  com^ 
manding  here,  for  the  payment  of  his  men. 

The  possession  of  the  castle  became  the  subject  of  con^ 
t^tion  between  the  municipal  authorities  of  Poole  and 
Mr.  Benson,  after  that  gentleman  had  purchased  the  island 
from  the  heirs  of  sir  Robert  Clayton.  He  laid  daim  to 
and  took  possession  of  the  castle,  and  commenced  great 
alterations ;  on  which  the  followmg  petition  was  presented 
to  king  George  11 : — 

*^  The  humble  petition  of  the  mayor,  bailifi^,  burgesses, 
and  inhabitants  or  your  majesty's  ancient  and  truly  loyal 
corporation,  town,  and  county  of  Poole ; 

"Humbly  sheweth — that  your  majesty's  royal  prede^ 
cessoi:,  Henry  Vlll.,  having,  for  the  preservation  of  ^is 
town  and  county,  and  of  the  shipping  and  trade  thereof 
from  the  the  danger  of  enemies,  m  nis  great  ^^dness, 
erected  and  built  a  castle  and  fortress  on  the  island  of 
Brownsea,  directly  opposite  to  the  mouth  or  entering  in  of 
our  harbour,  about  a  league  from  the  town,  and  the  same 
furnished  with  ordnance  and  ammunition,  your  petitioners' 
ancestors,  in  return  of  his  said  maiesty^s  clemency,  did 
agree  to  furnish  six  men  to  watch  ana  ward  in  the  same 
castle,  which  has  ever  since  been  done,  and  by  means 
whereof  our  said  town  with  our  shipping  have,  from  time 
to  time,  ever  since,  been  preserved  from  the  insults  of 
enemies,  and  more  especially  from  the  ravages  whidi 
would  have  been  committed  by  privateers,  which  are,  in 
time  of  war,  continually  lurking  up  and  down,  and  infest- 
ing our  coast,  and  have  even  attempted  to  take  ships 
within  our  havens,  which  they  would  have  often  effected, 
had  they  not  been  beaten  off  by  cannon  from  that  castle, 
and  not  only  the  ships  of  this  place,  but  others  have  been 
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forced  in  and  obliged  to  take  sanctuary  under  the  same, 
which  was  the  only  fortress  we  had*;  nor  have  we  any 
other  security  for  oiir  town  and  tnide  against  the  enemy  in 
the  time  of  war.  fiut  now  so  it  isi  may  it  please  your 
majesty,  that  William  Benson,  esq*,  having  lately  bought  the 
said  island  of  Brownsea,  has  set  up  a  title  to  the  said  castle, 
it  being  situate  on  his  bland,  and  the  same  castle  and  for- 
tress  has  actually  spoiled  and  converted  to  a  dwelling 
house,  and  utterly  denies  to  your  petitioners  leave  to  enter 
therein,  insisting  sometimes  on  a  grant  thereof  from  your 
majesty  or  your  royal  predecessors,  though  no  such  tning 
can  hp  found  among  your  mdjesty^s  records,  and  other 
times  that  it  is  of  no  use ;  though  should  it  be  m  bis  power 
to  hold  the  same  from  your  majesty,  and  your  petitioners 
be  thereby  deprived  of  the  protection  thereof,  our  town 
and  harbour  will  be  left  open  and  defenceless,  and  at  all 
times  liable,  in  case  of  war,  (from  which  God  Almighty 
protect  your  majesty,)  to  be  made  an  easy  prey  to  the 
smallest  force  of  a  cruel  enemy,  and  thereby  the  trade  of 
our  town  (which  is  now,  thanks  be  to  God,  in  a  flourishing 
condition,)  will  be  entirely  destroyed  and  come  to  ruin. 
We,  therefore,  in  the  humblest  manner,  pray  your  gracious 
interposition  and  protection ;  which  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  majesty's  dutiful,  loyal, 
and  most  sincerely  affectionate  subjects.'' 

This  petition  appears  to  have  been  presented  about 
1722;  and  it  further  appears  that  the  matter  was  after- 
wards  referred  to  the  king's  attorney-general;  for,  on 
May  25, 1726,  Mr.  Trenchard  and  Mr.  Bond,  as  counsel  for 
the  corporation,  and  Mr.  Benson,  of  Brownsea  island,  with 
his  counsel,  attended  the  attorney-general  on  the  subject 
of  the  castle. 

Mr.  Benson  insisted  that  the  property  of  the  castle  was 
in  him,  and  never  was  in  the  government;  and  that  the 
owners  of  it  in  former  times  only  indulged  the  government 
and  the  town  of  Poole,  when  any  ordnance  or  ammunition 
was  brought  there;  disputing  also  that  the  castle  was 
built  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIIL,  and  contending  that  it 
was  originally  a  dwelling-house  only. 

The  counsel  for  the  town  expressed  their  surprise  at 
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these  assertions,  and  said  the  only  ihitig  they  were  afraid  of 
was,  that  Mr.  Benson  might  have  had  a  grant  from  the 
crown;  but,  as  it  was  not  so,  they  had  no  doubt  they 
should  be  able  to  make  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  attor- 
ney-generalt  that  Brownsea  castle  was  always  esteemed  a 
castle  of  defence  belonging  to  the  government,  who  sup- 
plied it  from  time  to  time  with  stores  and  ammunition 
before  it  became  ruinous,  and  that  the  town  of  Poole  had 
always  the  care  and  management  of  it. 

The  business  was  postponed  for  the  parties  to  procure 
ftirther  evidence,  and  was  afterwards  dropped,  without  the 
parties  again  meeting  before  the  attorney-general ;  but  on 
what  ground  the  proceedings  were  discontinued,  whether 
Mr.  Benson  took  the  precaution  to  confirm  bis  claim  by  a 
grant  from  the  crown,  whether  the  ruined  condition  of  the 
castle  was  such  as  to  detract  from  the  desirableness  of  its 
possession,  or  from  what  other  cause,  does  not  appear ;  nor 
could  the  agent  of  the  town,  when  applied  to  in  1744, 
recollect  the  reason  of  the  affair  not  being  proceeded  with. 
Mr.  Benson,  and  the  subsequent  possessors  of  the  island, 
have  since  maintained  an  undisputed  title  to  the  castle. 


THE  PORT,  TRADE,  AND  CUSTOMS. 

Poole  is  a  port  of  long  standing,  and  was,  even  in  very 
early  times,  the  seat  of  considerable  traffic.  But  its  rise 
may  be  chiefly  dated  from  the  time  of  Henry  VI.,  who,  by 
letters  patent,  issued  in  the  1 1th  year  of  his  reign,  consti- 
tuted  it  a  port  of  the  ataple,  and  transferred  to  it  the  privi- 
leges  of  Melcombe  Regis. 

Poole  is  the  principal,  and  was  for  many  years  the  only 
^  officially  recognized  sea  port  in  Dorsetshire,  Weymouth 
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and  Lyme  being  members  of  it.  But  the  commission  under 
this  connection  subsisted  having  expired  about  80  years 
which  agOy  a  new  system  has  since  prevailed,  and  those 
have  been  separate  ports^>. 

The  early  commerce  of  the  port  of  Poole  was  of  a 
general  character;  but  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  we  find  that  a  very  considerable  traffic 
had  been  instituted  between  the  islands  of  Guernsey  and 
Jersey,  which  were  principally  furnished  with  their  sup- 
plies from  this  port,  especially  in  corn,  flour,  bread,  and 
beer.  The  brewing  of  this  beverage  was,  indeed,  about 
that  time,  and  for  a  long  series  of  years,  carried  on  to  a 
very  large  extent  in  Poole,  and  great  quantities  were 
annually  exported,  not  only  to  the  islands  above  named, 
but  to  many  towns  in  this  kingdom.  About  this  time, — very 
soon  after  the  establishment  of  fisheries  off  the  coasts  of 
Newfoundland,  that  island  having  been  discovered  by 
Cabot,  in  1497, — a  connection  was  established  between 
Poole  and  those  fisheries,  as  from  some  entries  (under  date 
of  1583)  which  occur  at  the  earliest  period  from  which  the 
existing  municipal  documents  of  the  town  assume  anything 
like  regularity,  it  is  manifest  that  the  Newfoundland  fish- 
eries  were  at  that  time  the  source  of  considerable  employ- 
ment for  the  ships  and  mariners  of  thb  port.    This  branch 


*  The  ports,  nemben,  md  ereekt  of  Grett  Britain  were  settled  by  commissioii 
out  of  the  exchequer,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  parliament,  1st  Ells.,  c.  13 ;  14th  Chaa. 
II.,  c.  14;  tth  Anne,  c.  26.  Under  this  oommission  Toole  was  the  only  poit  Im 
Dorsttishirc,  oC  which  Weymouth  and  Lyme  were  members.  To  Weymoudi  be- 
longe<l  th«  creeks  of  Portland  and  West  LuUworth  ;  to  Lyme,  the  creeks  of  Bridport 
and  Charmouth.  The  creeks  of  Swanwich  and  Wareham  did  not  depetidon  any  ot 
the  members,  but  belonged  to  the  port  of  Poole. 

A  port  was  a  place  to  which  only  the  officers  of  the  customs  were  appropriated, 
and  which  included  all  the  prirlleges  and  guidance  of  all  the  members  and  oreelui 
thereto  allotted. 

A  member  of  a  port  was  a  place  where  anciently  a  custom  house  had  been  k^t, 
and  officers  or  their  deputies  attended;  and  such  were  lawful  |dac«i  for  importation 
and  exportatioiu 

A  creek  was  a  place  where  commonly  officers  had  been  placed  by  way  of  preven- 
tion, not  out  of  duty  or  right  of  attendance ;  and  such  were  not  iawful  places  for 
importation  or  exportation,  without  particular  licence  or  sufferance  from  the  port  or 
member  under  which  it  wu  placed. 
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of  oommercey  so  long  the  staple  business  of  the  Poole 
Biercbants,  will  be  more  fullj  spoken  of  below* 

During  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  trade  of  this  port 
was  much  enhanced  by  the  encouragement  given  bj  that 
monarch  tothe  wealthy  and  enterprisingburghersof  Flanders, 
many  of  whom  appear  to  have  settled  here,  and  to  have 
carried  on  a  considerable  traffic  in  wool  and  coarae  cloths, 

Down  to  the  severance  of  the  North  American  states 
from  Great  Britain,  much  intercourse  subsisted  between 
Poole  and  the  Carolinas,  and  so  many  as  forty  large  sail  of 
vessels  have  been  observed  lying  at  the  quay  here,  dis* 
charging  cargoes  of  rice  at  the  same  moment. 

The  chief  trade  of  the  port,— that  which  generally 
occupied  the  larger  portion  of  its  shipping,  which,  more 
than  any  other,  poured  mto  it  a  tide  of  commercial  pros- 
perity,  and  which,  after  the  Carolina  connection,  especially 
prevailed  here,  was  that  established  with  the  Newfoundland 
fisheries.  This  branch  of  commerce,  as  is  stated  above, 
was  established  here  from  an  early  period,  and  at  the  date 
mentioned,  1683,  we  begin  to  find  entries  in  the  records 
that  have  been  preserved,  intimating  that  this  trade  had, 
about  that  time,  attained  an  extent  of  some  importance, 
there  being  reason  to  believe  that  ten  or  twelve  vessels 
were  annually  employed  in  prosecuting  the  fisheries, 
sailing  from  hence  in  the  sprbg  of  the  year,  and  returning 
laden  with  their  cargoes  of  fish  and  oil,  in  the  autumn. 
This  trade  had  so  increased  at  the  commencement  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  that  in  the  year  1613,  Sept,  22,  a 
bye-law  of  the  corporation  was  passed,  exclusively  for  the 
regulation  of  the  duties  payable  on  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  Newfoundland  fish :  and  in  a  letter  to  the 
lords  of  the  privy  council,  dated  March  13,  1618-9,  it 
is  said  that  <^  the  adventures  of  this  town  are  not  in  any 
staple,  but  in  fysheing  voyages  for  the  Newfoundland  and 
8oe  home,''  This  branch  of  trade  continued  to  prosper, 
until  the  encouragement  given  to  the  Carolina  commerce 
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on  those  states  being  taken  under  the  immediate  manage- 
ment of  the  British  crown,  induced  many  of  our  merchants 
to  extend  their  commercial  transactions  to  those  colonies. 
On  the  violent  termination  of  that  encouragement  bj  the 
revolt  of  the  American  States,  the  whole  of  the  mercantile 
capital  of  this  port  was  concentred  in  the  Newfoundland 
trade,  which,  by  a  combination  of  favouring  circumstances, 
was  raised,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  late  vvar,  to  a  pitch 
of  extraordinary  prosperity.  But  since  the  termination  of 
the  war,  and  more  especially  within  the  last  ten  or  eleven 
years,  that  trade,  not  merely  in  regard  to  th  it  [portion  of  it 
<;onducted  at  this  port,  but  generally  in  so  far  its  British 
merchants  have  been  connected  with  it,  has  been  reduced 
io  a  state  of  depression  altogetlier  unprecedented,  and  of  a 
restoration  from  which  there  appears  now  little  prospect.  . 

As  adequate  causes  for  this  unusual  depression  are  not 
to  be  found  in  any  of  the  ordinary  solutions  o,f  commercial 
fluctuations,  it  may  be  well  briefly  to  draw  attention  to  the 
circumstances  and  the  course  of  policy  by  which  this  result 
bas  been  effected. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  trade  with  Newfoundland, 
no  successful  attempt  had  been  made  to  form  a  settlement 
in  the  island,  and  the  trade  was  a  mere  fishery,  carried 
on  from  this  country.  The  vesseb  employed  in  it  sailed 
in  the  spring  of  each  year,  and  returned  with  the  pro- 
duce of  their  voyage  the  latter  end  of  the  summer,  or 
as  soon  as  they  had  caught  and  cured  their  cargoes.  In 
this  state  of  the  fishery,  only  two  classes  of  persons  were 
engaged,  the  merchant  adventurer  and  his  immediate  ser- 
vants, all  of  whom  returned  to  this  country  at  the  end  of 
the  fishing  season.  The  fishermen  afterwards  found  it 
convenient  to  erect  stages,  &c.,  and  cure  the  fish  on  th^ 
shores  of  Newfoundland.  In  process  of  time  they  built 
bouses,  and  at  length  remained  there  during  the  winter ; 
and  thus  a  race  of  Newfoundland-bom  inhabitants  arose, 
whose  whole  attention  was  directed  to  the  Newfoundland 
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fishe^.    The  mek^cbants  supplied  them  with  what  thej 
required  in  food,  clotbingy  fisbtng  impfletttents,  &c.^  and 
took  their  fish  and  oil  in  payment,  which  thej  in  their  tutu 
sold  advantageously  id  the  markets  of  Europe,  particularlr 
during  the  late  war,  and  large  fortunes  were  gained.    The 
trade  yielding  great  profits,  a  desire  to  increase  it  was  the 
natural  consequence;  and,  for  that  purpose,  young  m^i 
were  sent  from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.      At 
leilgth  the  war  in  Europe  was  brought  to  a  termination, — 
the  intercourse  of  nations  restored,.— the  army  6f  England 
withdrawn  from  Spain  and  Portugal, — their  andtot  govern^ 
ments  re-established,— the  people  enabled  to  direct  their 
attention  to  agriculture  and  commerce.    Thus  the  demand 
for  fish  diminished,  and  great  suffering  was  the  conse* 
quence,  in  the  Newfoundland  trade  among  others.    The 
surplus  population  of  the  island  became  tumuhubtls,  and 
destroyed  the  property  of  the  merchants,  and,  alitiost  in  a 
state  of  desperation,  many  saved  whaCt  they  could,,  and 
retired  from  it.    The  universal  suffering  among  the  inhabit 
tants,  called  the  attention  of  the  British  government  to  their 
situation.    They  inquired  into  the  circumstances,  and  so<hi 
perceived  that  the  trade  could  not  survive,  undfer  the 
necessity,  of  which  the  inhabitants  complained,  of  putw 
chasing  their  supplies  in  Great  Britain  at  high  prices,  and 
selling  the  produce  of  their  labour  to  countries  in  which 
prices  were  comparatively  low.    Acts  of  parliament  were 
thereupon  passed,  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  procure  their 
supplies,  either  by  themselves,  or  by  Britbh  merchants, 
from  foreign  countries.    By  these  means  a  large  proper-^ 
tion  of  the  trade,  which  formerly  centred  in  Poole,  was 
directed  into  other  channels.    The  merchants,  it  is  true, 
continued  to  furnish  the  supplies,  but  from  Denmark, 
Hatnburgh,  Prussia,  and  even  Spain,  instead  of  from  Poole, 
and  thus  coopets,  bread-bag  makers,  millers,  labourers^ 
and  others  carrying  on  trade  at  Poole  for  supplying  the 
iohabitants  of  the  island,  lost  their  emfrtoyment. 
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;  The  town  of  St.  John's,  in  Newfoundland,  had  risen  in 
population  and  wealth,  in  the  prosperity  of  the  trade  during 
the  war.  Alerchanta  of  commercial  experience,  and  con« 
sequence  had  s^ed  th^re:  they  soon  discovered  the 
advantages  the  new  laws  gave  them,  and  began  to  import 
largely  from  the  cheapest  markets  they  could  find,  and 
they  have  carried  on  the  trade  with  so  much  spirit,  that 
they  have  engrossed  a  large  share  of  it,  and,  without  doubt, 
have  drawn  away  much  of  the  trade  of  the  Poole  mer^ 
chants,  as  well  as  tliat  of  others  residing  in  Great  Britain. 
They  certainly  appear  to  have*  advantages  in  the  trade, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  the  expense  of  but  one  establishment, 
whilst  the  Poole  merchants,  carrying  on  trade  at  the  out 
ports,  are  necessarily  subject  to  two, — ^the  one  in  England, 
the  other  in  Newfoundland.  But  not  only  in  St.  John's 
are  the  settled  inhabitants  importers,  but  in  all  the  principal 
out  ports,  there  are  large  planters  who  import  their  sup- 
plies and  export  their  produce :  and  some  of  the  vessels 
employed  in  the  seal  fishery,  which  has  greatly  increased 
within  the  last  tw^ity  years,  serve  for  this  purpose,  when 
not  employed  in  the  sealing  voyages.  These  numerous 
competitors  are  sprung  up  to  share  that  trade  which  was 
chiefly  monopolized  by  merchants  residing  in  Great  Britain, 
and  a  large  part  of  it  by  Poole  merchants. 

These  observations  have  been  directed  chiefly  to  ascer- 
tain the  cause  of  the  great  decrease  of  the  trade  in  Poole. 
There  are,  however,  other  circumstances  which  affect  the 
Newfoundland  trade  generally,  and  that  part  of  it  in  con- 
nection with  Poole,  in  common  with  others,  which  require 
much  consideration.  One  main  cause  of  this  reverse  is  to 
be  traced  to  those  portions  of  the  treaties  entered  into  with 
France  and  America,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  by 
which  certain  rights  of  fishery  were  ceded  to  the  subjects 
of  those  powers ;  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted  the  fisheries  on  the  coast  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent,  and  under  advantages  which  the  British 
fishermen  does  not  enjoy.    Of  principal  importance,  too, 
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are  the  high  duties  imposed  on  fish  in  Spain  and  Portugal ; 
and  which  do  not  indicate  any  reciprocity  of  that  too 
liberal  policy  which  has  marked  our  commercial  regula* 
tions  with  foreign  countries.  *  The  unfavourable  state  of 
the  exchanges  for  remitting  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Italy,  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fish  sold  there ; 
the  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  fish  from  the  alteration 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  those 
countries,  on  the  necessity  of  the  observance  of  a  particular 
diet  as  a  religious  duty ;  the  policy  of  the  governments 
thereof,  in  the  encouragement  of  the  use  of  articles  of  home 
production,  and  the  employment  of  their  national  vessels  in 
the  importation  of  fish,  by  relieving  such  fish  from  a  part 
of  the  importation  duties ;  the  growth  of  the  fisheries  on  the 
Norwegian  coasts,  and  the  exportation  of  the  produce  to 
the  same  markets  to  which  the  Newfoundland  fish  is  car- 
ried ;  the  encouragement  given  by  the  French  government 
to  their  subjects  employed  in  the  fisheries  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon  and  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland ;  and,  though 
last,  not  least,  the  insecurity  of  piroperty  in  the  island, 
owing  to  the  wide  spreading  of  popish  influence  among 
the  labouring  classes ;  all  these  are  to  be  ranked  among 
the  combining  causes  of  the  depression  under  which  the 
Newfoundland  trade  labours,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
transactions  of  the  merchant  residing  in  Great  Britain. 

The  principal  circumstances  to  counteract  this  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs,  are  the  high  prices  of  oil,  caused  by  the 
failure  of  the  whale  fisheries,  and  the  demand  for  fish 
which  appears  to  increase  in  the  Brazils ;  but  the  continu- 
ance of  these  is  very  uncertain. 

The  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  Poole,  now  em- 
ployed in  the  Newfoundland  trade,  is  70,  with  an  aggre- 
gate burthen  of  7447  tons,  and  giving  occupation  to  440 
men.  The  amount  of  business  carried  on  is  not,  probably^ 
to  more  than  one-fifth  the  extent  of  the  transactions  of 
tlie  most  flourishing  time  of  the  trade,  about  the  year  1813. 
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The  decline  of  this  branch  of  commerce  has  been  accom- 
panied, by  the  growth  of  a  more  general  foreign  trade ; 
for  which  the  great  extent  and  convenience  of  the  quays, 
which  have,  of  late  years,  been  greatly  augmented  and 
improved,  the  capacity  of  the  warehouses,  and  the  general 
advantages  of  the  port,  offer  almost  unequalled  facilities* 
The  coasting  trade,  too,  has  steadily  and  rapidly  increased* 

The  plastic  clay  which  constitutes  the  distinguishing  geo- 
logical feature  of  th'is  district,  now  forms  a  very  important 
article  of  commerce  here.  The  produce  of  the  vast  pits  of 
this  mineral  excavated  near  Corfe  Castle,  is  brought  to 
Poole  and  shipped  for  the  potteries  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land; and  it  is  said  that  one-third  of  the  fine  pottery 
manufactured  in  this  kingdom,  is  the  produce  of  clay 
shipped  at  Poole  for  the  Staffordshire  and  o^er  potteries^ 

Great  quantities  of  com  are  shipped  here  for  the  London 
and  other  markets. 

The  chief  imports  from  foreign  parts  are  flour^  biscuit, 
salted  beef  and  pork,  being  for  the  supply  of.  the  shipping 
and  colonies ;  hides,  salt,  cider,  potatoes,  wine,  fruit,  tim- 
ber, deab,  bark,  flax,  hemp,  pitch,  tar.  Also,  fish  and  oil, 
skins  and  fur,  the  produce  of  the  British  possessions  in 
North  America. 

The  exports  are  British  manufactures  g^erally ;  pitch, 
tar,  stone,  coal,  foreign  and  colonial  produce,  salt,  ware- 
house goods,  tobacco. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  vessels 
which  have  entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards  in  the 
last  three  years  with  cargoes : — 


INWARDS. 

I             otrrwARDa 

Tem. 

Foieigii. 

CoMtwiie. 

Total. 

FOKlgll. 

Coaitwiae^ 

TotaL 

1834 
1835 
1836 

98 
91 
91 

670 

678 
728 

768 

769 
819 

105 
104 
103 

891 
919 
896 

996 

1023 

999 
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-  The  fbUowfaig  is  a  sisitemeiit  of  4he  aggregfate.  tonnage  of 
the  vessek  which  have  entered  inwards  and  cleared  out- 
wards during  th©  same  year^ :— 


OUTWARDS. 


YcMf. 

1834 
1835 
1836 


IMWABDS. 


Pon1(d» 


9740 
11309 
10558 


Ootitwiio. 


43297 
45263 
46308 


»-»«<•*■»—•»* 


Total. 


53037 

56572 

I  56866 


Fofeign.^ 


OoMtwife. 


8685 
9771 
7196 


55609 
57169 
58149 


TotaL 


64294 
66940 
65345 


'The  feilowtng  is  a  statement,  for  the  last  six  yearq,  of  the 
Bumber  of  vesseb  roistered  beloBging  to  the  pott;  the 
Bumber  of  men  employed  in  them ;  the  namber  of  Tessels 
which  have  cleared  outwards  with  day,  and  the  quantity  of 
day  so  exported : — 


Yetii^ 

Rciiitefed 

TMseUDdoncing 

W  the  twit, 

NombcK 

of  men 

employed. 

Namh.  of  TCttdfr 

ladmwitb  day 

outwvdt. 

Number  of 

tons  of  day 

■hipped. 

1831 

164 

1 

•  •  •  • 

277 

30,485 

1832 

160 

•  •  •  • 

265 

29,085 

1633 

158 

•  •  «  « 

241 

25,140 

1834 

161 

1167 

261 

36,000 

1835 

158 

1121 

298 

41,000 

1836 

144  , 

1008 

314 

44,000 

The  aggregate  quantity  of  clay  shipped  in. the  first  three 
yeare  was  8A,(tlO  tons :  that  of  the  last  three  years,  121,000 
tons,  shewing  an  increase  of  96^390  tons. 

The  foUowbg  is  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  custom 
duties  collected  in  the  years  mentioned,  at  intenrak  of  five 
years,  since  1816 :— 


Yen*. 

Aiff^wnt  of  dotiea. 

Ytm. 

Amoant  of  datie*. 

£        1.    d. 

- 

£       s.    d. 

1815 

11,387  10    0^ 

1830 

12,621    0    2 

1820 

7,821    4    8 

1835 

9,655  15    5 

1825 

12,»68    8    6 

1836 

11,898  13    6 
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The  nutnber  of  bonded  stores  registered  tn'tbeiMtat 
the  close  of  the  jear  1887,  was  22^  viz.,'  9  vaults,  4  ponds, 
6  yards,  and  3  warehouses. 

There  are  engaged  in  the  pilot  service  at*  this  port  4 
vessels  with  1 2  men. 

The  custom  house,  which  is  centrallj  and  convenieDtly 
situated  on  the  quay,  is  a  commodious  and  well  arranged 
building.  It  is  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  custom  house, 
which  was  burnt  down  in  an  extensive  fire  that  broke  out 
in  an  adjoining  house  in  the  year  1813,  and  at  which,  a 
great  quantity  of  the  books  and  documents  were  consumed. 

The  harbour  and  the  adjoining  coasts,  are  tolerably  pro- 
ductive of  fish,  though  the  market,  which  is  situate  at  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  quay,  is  not  so  well  mipplied  aa  it 
ought  to  be.  The 'fish  principally  caught,  are  mackcn^l, 
herring,  whiting,  cod,  turibot,  brill,  soles,  plaice,  skate^ 
gray  muUett,  red  mullett,  barce,  eels,  lobsters^  crabs, 
oysters,  cockles,  muscles,  and  perriwinkles. 

A  great  number  of  men  and  boys,  obtain  a  livelihood 
by  their  occupation  in  the  fishery,  especially  by  dredging 
for  oysters  during  the  season,  the  beds  of  this  shell-fisfa 
forming  their  chief  resource.  The  oyster  fishery  has  for 
many  years  constituted  a  lucrative  field  for  the  exertions  of 
the  fishermen,  and  its  preservation  has  been  an  object  of 
great  attention' to  the  maritime  autliorities.  The  earliest 
beds  existed  outside  the  harbour;  and  it  is  traditionally 
believed  that  they  were  originally  formed  from  oysters 
brought  from  the  channel  islands  for  sale  here^  but  Ihrown 
overboard  at  times  when  the  market  was  overstocked. 

From  these  beds,  termed  the  ofiground  fisliery,  immense 
quantities  have  been  dredged,  not  only  for  the  supply  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood,  but  also  for  exportation  to 
London  and  other  distant  places.  In  the  reigns  of  James  I.; 
and  Chiurles  1.,  great  quantities  were  pickled,  barrelled, 
and  sent  hence  to  London,  Holland,  the  West  Indies,  Spain, 
and  Italy.    Owing  to  the  excesrive  drain  thus  made  upon 
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the  beds,'  tbej  appear  to  have  dimioished  abdut  the  close 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  new  beds  were  formed 
between  the  shoal  outside  the  harbour,  and  the  natural 
entrance  to«  it,  add  orders  were  frequently  made  by  the 
admiral  for  the  regulation  of  **  the  new  oyster  ground." 
These  new  beds  were  also  very  extensive,  and  several 
doops  were  laden  every  year  with  oysters  from  thence, 
.which  were  carried  to  creeks  in  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Thames,  where  they  were  laid  to  fatten,  to  supply  the 
London  markets. .  Forty  sloops  and  boats  were  employed 
in  this  branch  of  the  fishery,  for  two  months  every  spring, 
which  season  was  the  fishermens'  harvest,  and  during  which 
time  they  were  said  to  receive  upwards  of  £9000*  The 
catch  of  the  last  day  in  every  season,  was,  by  a  prescriptive 
custom,  thrown  into  the  channels  within  tlie  harbour,  and 
thus  were  formed  what  are  qow  termed  the  channel 
beds,  which  at.  present  are  the  most  productive,  the 
offground  fisliery  being,  indeed,  almost  extinct.  Great 
numbers  of  oysters  are  still  annually  taken ;  but  it  is 
apprehended  that  the  beds  will,  in  a  few  years  dwindle 
almost  to  a  state  of  exhaustion,  the  wholesome  regula- 
tions that  prevailed  for  upwards  of  two  hundred  years, 
for  restraining  the  catch  according  to  the  state  of  the 
beds,  having  ceased  on  the  abolition  of  the  admiralty 
jurisdiction.  These  regulations,  which  issued  out  of  the 
admiralty  court,  fixed  the  periods  between  which  no  oysters 
should  be  dredged,  limited  the  number  to  be  taken  by  each 
boat,  and  defined  other  measures  for  the  promotion  and 
advantage  of  the  fishery ;  these  orders,  however,  were  some- 
limes  evaded,  and  a  contraband  dredging  was  carried  on 
between  the  forbidden  periods,  for  in  a  brief  memoir  of 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Henry  Hastings,  of  Horton,  of  the 
family  of  the  earls  of  Huntingdon,  a  man  of  remarkable 
character,  and  eccentric  habits,  we  find  that,  in  his  parlour, 
**  he  had  his  oyster  table  at  the  lower  end,  which  was  of 
constant  use  twice  a  day,  all  the  year  rounds  for  he  never 
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failed  to  eat  ovsters,  both  dinner  and  supper  time,  all  sea- 
sons :  t)ie  neighbouring  town  of  Poole  supplied  him  with 
them."* 

A  considerable  trade  is  still  carried  on  in  this  port,  in  the 
mnnuracture  of  nets  and  cordagr.  This  manufacture, 
which  was  introduced  here  from  Bridport  in  the  year  1700, 
by  the  instrii mentality  of  the  corporation,  was,  during  the 
war,  carried  on  to  a  large  extent,  and  in  the  height  of  the 
Newfoundland  trade,  the  fishermen  and  planters  of  that 
island  were  chivfly  supplied  from  hence  with  their  ropes, 
cordage,  and  tackle. 

Much  business  is  also  still  done  here  in  the  manufacture 
of  sail  cloth. 


•  Hulchbu,  U.  510,  Id.  * 
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The  endowed  charities  of  Poole  are  not  numerovs^ 
They  were  chiefly  vested  in  the  old  corporation ;  and  those 
so  vested  continued  under  the  controul  of  that  bodv  until 
the  provisions  of  the  municipal  corporation  act  took  effect ; 
by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  powers  of  any  corporate 
body,  seised  of  any  estate  or  interest  in  any  hereditaments^ 
or  any  personal  estate,  in  trust,  or  for  the  b^iefit  of  any 
eharitable  uses  or  trusts,  should  continue  in  the  persons 
who,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  act,  were  such  trus- 
tees, until  the  1st  of  August,  1B36;  and  then,  if  parliament 
should  not  otherwise  dh*ect,  the  lord  high  chancellor  should 
make  such  orders  as  he  should  see  fitfor  theadministration^ 
subject  to  such  charitable  uses  or  trusts,  of  such  trust 
estates.  No  provision  having  been  made  by  parliament  at 
the  time  mentioned  in  the  act,  the  powers  of  (Jie  members 
of  the  old  corporation  ceased,  and  the  lord  chancellor 
proceeded  to  appoint  trustees  for  the  administration  of  the 
several  charity  estates.  The  proceedings  in  chancery  were 
contested  between  the  parties,  and  the  consequence  of  the 
litigation  has  been,  that  no  distribution  of  the  funds  of  the 
several  corporate  charities  has  been  since  made  amongst 
the  persons  whose  benefit  was  contemplated  by  the  donors* 
The  following  persons  were  appointed  trustees  by  the 
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chancellor : — Robert  Slade,  (the  then  mayor,)  the  rev. 
Peter  William  JolliSe,  James  Slade,  Isaac  Steele,  John 
Turpin,  George  Holland,  Samuel  Clark,  James  Seager, 
John  WHIiamson,  Tom  Rickman,  and  Richard  Pinney. 

The  various  charities  of  Poole  were  investigated  in  1835, 
by  one  of  the  commissioners  appmnted  under  the  act  of 
parliament  thereto  relating. 

FREE   SCHOOL. 

The  corporation  of  tliis  borough  were  long  in  possession 
of  a  building,  called  Hie  Free  School,  situate  in  Thames 
'gtreet ;  but  whence  it  was  derived  is  not  known  with  cer* 
tainty,  but,  in  all  probability,  it  was  built  for  the  purpose, 
and  given  to  the  corporation  in  1628,  by  Thonuis  Roberts. 
A  stone  over  the  doorway  of  the  building  bears  this  inscrip« 
tion,  ^  June,  I62a  J.  R.  T.  TL  G.  R.*'  Mr.  Roberts 
was  an  opulent  merchant  of  the  borough;  he  was  five  times 
chosen  mayor,  and  filed  that  (^ce  in  the  year  mentioned. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle  in  the  old  church,  was  an 
ahar  tomb,  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Roberts  and  his  wife. 
By  his  will,  dated  June  20, 1633,  he  gave,  amongst  other 
legacies,  to  the  parish  church  of  St  James,  Poole,  £3 ;  to 
the  poor  of  Poole,  £8 ;  to  the  school  of  Sturminster  Mar« 
shall,  308. ;  to  the  poor  of  that  place,  20a. ;  to  the  poor  of 
Wimbome  Minster,  20s. ;  to  three  poor  widows  and  three 
poor  men  of  Poole,  each  a  black  cloth  gown,  a  pair  of 
hose  and  shoes,  and  2s.  6d.  in  money ;  to  his  sister,  Mrs* 
Agnes  Groves,  for  her  life,  the  hall  and  chamber  over  the 
iiall,  next  to  the  school  house ;  to  his  wife,  Jane  Roberts, 
his  salt  house  and  salt  pounds  in  his  garden  thereunto 
adjoining,  and  two  lofts  over  the  tenement  next  to  the 
school  house,  the  well  house,  skillion,  and  great  cellar 
under  the  school  house.  The  initials,  the  date,  the  station 
of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  evidence  of  the  possession  of  all  the 
adjoining  property,  form  a  combination  of  circumstances 
sufficiently  strong  in  the  absence  of  positive  t^imony. 
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The  building  was  appropriated,  until  the  eitchange 
hereafter  mentioned,  to  the  purposes  of  a  school,  tlie 
rooster  of  which  was  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  alder* 
men,  with  a  salary  derived  from  the  next  mentioned  charity 
of  Harbin.  The  earliest  name  of  a  master,  now  preserved, 
b  that  of  Isaac  Tavemer,  who  died  1718;  on  his  decease, 
the  rev.  Christopher  Derby  was  appointed  |  and  on  the 
memorandum  of  his  appointment,  the  school  is  stated  to  be 
endowed  with  the  rents  of  the  land  purchased  by  Mr. 
Harbin's  bequest  of  £200 ;  and  that  the  master  was  also  to 
have  the  further  sum  of  £6  per  annum,  **  being  the  legacy 
given  by  Mr.  Trenchard  towards  the  maintaining  of  a 
grammar  school."  In  Sept,  1729,  Richard  Corpe  wwi 
appointed  schoolmaster  for  life,  at  a  salary  of  i^O  per 
annum.  John  Colbome  succeeded  him  in  1768;  and 
John  Aldridge,  the  last  master  at  the  old  school,  was 
appointed  Nov.  7, 1788,  the  same  salary  of  £20  per  annum 
being  continued. 

In  February,  1835,  the  old  school  house  was  exchanged 
for  other  ground  belonging  to  the  corporation,  on  which  a 
new  school  house  has  been  erected.  Towards  the  expense 
of  the  building  the  corporation  gave  £100,  and  the  national 
school  society  £160 ;  the  remainder  being  raised  by  private 
subscription.  The  site  was  vested  in  trustees  by  the 
following  conveyance : — 

By  indenture  of  feofiment,  enrolled  in  chancery,  bearing 
date  4th  March,  1895,  the  mayor,  bailiflb,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty  of  Poole,  granted  to  Robert  Slade  and  eight 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a  parcel  of  ground,  situated  in  a 
street  called  Perry  Garden  and  Leglane,  in  the  town  of 
Poole,  containing  13,783  superficial  feet,  bounded  as 
therein  mentioned,  together  with  a  school  house  lately 
erected  thereon,  and  the  appurtenances,  upon  trust, 
to  permit  the  same  to  be  used  as  a  school  or  place  of 
religious  instruction  for  children  of  both  sexes,  of  the 
poorer  classes,  in  and  near  the  town  of  Poole,  in  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  the  established  church,  under  such  rules  as  should 
from  time  to  time  I)e  prescribed,  for  the  government  of 
such  schools,  bj  the  national  school  society  :  and  it  is  pro* 
Tided  that  when,  from  death  or  otherwise,  there  should  be 
fewer  than  five  acting  trustees,  the  vacancies  should  be 
supplied  bj  the  appointment  of  so  many  additional  persons 
as  would  make  up  not  fewer  than  ten  ;  such  appointment 
to  be  made  by  a  majority  of  the  subscribers  of  the  said 
institution,  being  members  of  the  corporation ;  and  that  a 
proper  conveyance  should  be  executed  for  vesting  the 
premises  in  the  surviving  and  new  trustees. 

The  master  of  the  national  school,  upon  whose  appoint- 
ment the  mayor  and  aldermen  had  the  right  to  exercise  a 
veto,  receives  no  endowment  except  the  produce  of  Har- 
bin's charity,  for  which  he  teaches  22  boys  gratis.  The 
former  master,  J.  Aldridge,  stated  to  the  commissioner, 
that  he  considered  20  boys  only  to  be  upon  Harbin's 
foundation,  and  two  in  respect  of  the  occupation  of  the 
school  room. 

CHARITIES   OF  HARBIN   AND   BENNETT* 

Henry  Harbin^  of  London,  merchant,  on  being  chosen  a 
free  burgess  of  Poole,  1701,  in  consideration  of  hb  admis- 
sion, gave  to  the  use  of  the  corporation,  the  sum  of  £10,  and 
promised  to  give  £10  more  the  next  year,  and,  as  soon  as 
he  should  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  settle  upon 
the  corporation  for  ever  a  yearly  rent  charge  of  £10 ;  and 
if  he  should  happen  to  die  before  that  age,  to  give  to  the 
corporation,  by  will,  £200,  for  the  purchasing  of  such  rent 
charge. 

By  his  will,  dated  July  19,  1703,  this  promise  of  Mr, 
Harbin  was  fulfilled,  as  by  it  he  gave  to  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  Poole  £200,  to  the  intent  that  they  should 
therewith  purchase  lands  of  inheritance,  in  the  county  of 
Dorset,  of  the  yearly  value  of  £10,  and  pay  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof,  yearly,  to  some  person,  by  them  from  time 
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to  time  to  be  appointed,  for  his  pains  in  instructing  and 
teaching  poor  children  of  Poole  to  read  the  English  tongtie* 
And  in  case  it  should  happen  that  the  said  sum  of  £200 
shoufd  not  be  suflScient  (o  purchase  the  inheritance  of  the 
said  clear  yearly  sum  of  £10,  then  that  the  said  sum  of 
£S00,  should  be  put  forth  at  interest,  by  and  in  the  names 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  until  the  moneys  arising 
thereby,  being  added  to  the  said  principal  sum  of  £300, 
should  be  sufficient  to  purchase  lands  of  such  value  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  same  should  be  then  lard  out 
accordingly. 

The  will  of  Harbin  was  proved  by  Elisabeth  Harbini 
bis  mother,  October  7, 1703. 

John  Bennett f  by  will  (the  date  of  which  does  not 
appear),  bequeathed  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  of  Poole  (where  he  was  bom),  the  sum 
of  £800,  in  trust,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  such  manner  as 
they  in  their  discretion  should  judge  most  proper  and 
beneficial  for  the  poor  of  the  same  town ;  the  interest  and 
proceeds  thereof  to  be  at  Christmas  annually  for  ever  paid 
and  distributed,  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of 
the  town  for  the  time  being,  to  and  amongst  the  poor 
people  of  the  town,  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as 
they,  in  their  discretion,  should  judge  most  proper. 

By  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  June  19 
and  20, 1718,  reciting  the  wills  above  mentioned,  John 
Chapman,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  £600,  (£200 
whereof  was  the  legacy  of  the  said  Henry  Harbin,  and 
£900  was  the  legacy  of  the  said  John  Bennett,)  conveyed 
to  sir  William  Lewen,  George  Trenchard,  and  five  others, 
and  their  heirs,  a  close  of  meadow  called  East  Hills,  con- 
taining nine  acres,  a  close  called  Peaked,  containing  seven 
acres  and  a  half,  all  situate  at  East  Linch,  in  the  parish  of 
Corfe  Castle,  adjoining  each  other,  in  trust,  to  pay  the  net 
profits  thereof  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  com- 
monalty of  Poole,  two-fifth  parts  thereof  to  be  by  them 
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applied  to  the  charitable  uses  expressed  in  the  will  of  the 
said  Henry  Harbin,  and  the  remaining  three-fifths  to  the 
uses  exprrased  in  the  will  of  the  said  John  Bennett,  with  a 
proviso  that,  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three 
or  fewer,  the  survivors,  with  the  cons^t  of  the  corporation, 
should  convey  the  trust  premises  to  four  other  able  and 
discreet  men,  upon  the  same  trusts* 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  subsequent 
conveyance  to  trustees,  and  the  property  was  treated  as 
vested  in  the  corporation* 

The  land  still  lies  in  two  fields,  each  described  as  con* 
taining  nine  acres,  demised  by  the  corporation  to  James 
Spincer,  for  seven  years,  from  lady-day,  1833,  at  the  dear 
rent  of  £41  per  annum*  Of  the  rent,  £16  8s*  being  two« 
fifths,  is  paid  to  the  master  of  the  national  school,  and  the 
remainder,  £24  12s*,  was,  down  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
old  corporation,  annually  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of 
the  parish*  This  distribution  took  place  by  means  of 
tickets,  of  which  each  burgess  had  the  privilege  of  giving 
one,  and  which  were  presented  to  the  mayor,  at  the  town 
hall,  on  Christmas  eve,  when  they  wM*e  exchanged  for 
money*  The  new  trustees  have  yet  made  no  arrangements 
for  the  distribution  of  the  fund* 

In  respect  of  the  two-fifths  paid  to  the  school  master, 
22  boys  are  nominated  to  the  national  school,  who  are 
taught  entirely  free*  When  a  vacancy  occurred,  the 
master  gave  notice  to  the  mayor,  by  whom  it  was  forth* 
with  filled  up*  The  nominations  at  present  rest  with  the 
trustees* 

The  report  of  the  charity  commissioner  adds,  **  from  the 
year  1767  to  the  year  1795,  £6  per  annum,  out  of  the  rents 
of  this  property,  was  paid  to  a  schoolmistress*  From  1796 
to  1807,  inclusive,  £10  per  annum  was  paid  to  John 
Aldridge,  the  schoolmaster*  In  1808,  the  rent  was  raised 
to  £37  10s*,  and  the  payment  to  the  master  to  £15*  Some 
irregularity  occurred  in  the  payment  of  his  salary  for  several 
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years  of  his  holding  the  situation,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  sustained  on  the  whole  any  pecuniary  loss,  and  on 
his  retiring  from  the  office  (in  consequence  of  an  affection 
ofthedght)  in  1835,  an  arrangement  was  considerately 
made  by  the  corporation  to  allow  iiim  a  stipend  of  £10 
per  annum  for  life  from  their  own  funds." 

trenchard's  charity. 

In  reference  to  this  charity,  the  commissioner's  report 
contains  the  following  passage :  —  **  Nothing  could  be 
learned  of  a  gift  of  money,  by  Oeorge  Trenc/iardy  to  the 
grammar  school,  which  is  recorded  in  the  parliamentary 
returns  of  1786,  as  yielding  £6  per  annum.  The  oldest 
members  of  the  corporation  distmctly  stated,  that  the  booka 
of  that  body  had  been  carefully  searched  for  the  purpose, 
but  afforded  no  trace  of  the  fund  having  ever  come  into 
their  hands." 

SUNDAY    SCHOOL. 

The  Sunday  school  now  existing  in  connection  with  the 
parish  church  of  Saint  James,  was  founded  and  endowed 
by  the  late  William  Morton  Pitty  esq.  [p.  286],  who  was 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  efficient  promoters  of  this  class 
of  educational  establishments. 

By  indenture,  dated  March  19,  179S,  reciting  that 
William  Morton  Pitt,  esq.,  being  desirous  of  establishing 
a  Sunday  school,  in  Poole,  had  transferred  the  sum  of 
£173  6s.  8d.,  three,  per  cent,  consols,  into  the  names  of 
himself,  and  George  Pitt,  and  Greorge  James  Cholmon- 
delev,  it  was  declared  that  the  said  sum  was  so  transferred 
to  them  upon  trust  to  apply  the  annual  dividends  for  pro^ 
moting  and  supporting  a  Sunday  school,  within  the  town 
of  Poole,  for  teaching  the  children  of  mariners,  labourers, 
and  other  poor  persons,  to  spell  and  read,  of  whatsoever 
religious  sect  or  persuasion  the  parents  of  such  children 
should  be,  in  such  manner  aod  subject  to  such  rules  as  tbo 
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said  William  Morton  Pitt  should  laj  down  for  the  man- 
a^ment  of  the  said  school  during  his  life,  and,  after  his 
death,  according^  to  the  rules  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
thereunto  annexed ;  and  it  was  proTided  that,  in  case  the 
said  Sunday  school  should  be  discontinued,  or  the  master 
or  mistress  thereof  should  not  have  more  than  twelve  chil- 
dren upon  an  average  in  one  year,  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  trustees  to  apply  the  dividends  to  any  charity  or  chari- 
ties in  the  town  of  Poole  or  elsewhere,  in  such  manner  as 
the  said  William  Morton  Pitt,  or  his  heir  at  law,  should 
direct.  And  it  was  agreed  that,  after  the  death  of  the  said 
William  Morton  Pitt,  his  heir  at  law  should  be  ap|;ointed 
a  trustee,  and  that  upon  the  death  of  either  of  the  other 
trustees,  the  survivors  should  appoint  another,  and  transfer 
the  stock  into  their  own  names,  jointly  with  such  new 
trustee,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid* 
By  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  deed,  it  is  directed,^ 
1«  That  the  trustees  shall  apply  the  dividends  to  support 
a  Sunday  school  or  schools  in  Poole,  and  to  teach  and 
instruct  therein  children  of  poor  persons  of  all  religious 
persuasions,  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  their  education, 
to  spell  and  read  only. 

2.  The  trustees  shall  permit  other  persons  to  subscribe 
towards  such  charity,  and  shall  pay  a  suflBcient  portion  of 
the  dividends  in  salary  to  a  master  or  mistress  for  teaching 
the  children. 

3.  A  schoolmaster  or  mistress  for  each  school  to  be 
appointed,  for  ever,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  or  his  heir  at  law,  during 
pleasure;  such  master  or  mistress  not  to  receive  any 
gratuity  from  the  parents  of  the  children  under  their  care, 
nor  from  any  other  person,  for  instructing  such  children, 

4.  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  heir  at  law,  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  town  of  Poole, 
to  be  visitors  in  the  school  or  schools,  to  hold  quarterly 
meetings,at  which  they  are  to  elect  the  children,examiiie  into 
regulations,  and  attend  to  other  matters  of  superintendence. 

3  G 
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6.  Th6  visitors  and  subscribers  to  have  power  to  remote 
or  suspend  the  master  or  mistress  on  gross  behaviour ;  or 
to  expel  the  children. 

6.  Books  to  be  kept  for  the  registering  of  the  children. 

7.  A  return  of  the  number  of  children,  &c,,  to  be  made 
quarterly  to  the  mayor. 

8.  The  visitors  and  subscribers  to  have  power  to  dis- 
cbarge the  master  or  mistress  for  neglect. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  August  25,  1831,  reciting 
the  indenture  above  abstracted,  and  that  the  said  George 
Pitt  and  George  James  Cholmondeley  were  both  dead, 
and  that  Horace  George  Cholmondeley  and  Henry  Ker 
Seymer  had  been  chosen  in  their  stead,  mto  whose  names, 
jointly  with  that  of  the  said  William  Morton  Pitt,  the  said 
sum  of  £173  Os.  8d.,  three  per  cent,  consols,  had  been 
transferred,  it  was  declared  that  the  said  stock  was  so 
transferred  to  them  upon  the  trusts  of  the  above  recited 
indenture. 

The  above  is  the  only  endowment  of  the  Poole  Sunday 
school.  The  dividends,  amounting  to  £5  4s.  per  annum, 
are  carried  to  the  general  account,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  funds  necessary  to  support  the  school,  is  supplied  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  and  collections  at  the  chunA. 

The  average  annual  expenditure  is  about  £60  a  year. 

The  sum  of  £300  was  paid  in  the  year  1821,  for  the 
perpetual  right  to  the  use  of  two  rooms,  one  adjoining  the 
new  church  of  St.  James,  and  one  in  the  tower  thereof,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  school.  Of  these  rooms,  one  is  appro- 
priated to  the  boys,  and  the  other  to  the  girls. 

At  Michaelmas,  1837,  there  were  114  boys  and  95  girls 
in  the  school,  of  whom  had  been  admitted  during  the  year 
preceding,  32  boys  and  24  girls.  37  boys  and  14  giris 
had  left  school  during  the  same  interval.  The  total  nnm- 
ber  of  children  admitted  to  the  school  since  its  establish- 
ment m  1789,  was  3245. 
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THE   OLD   ALMS   HOUSES* 

The  alms-row,  situate  in  Church  street,  and  known  as 
**  the  old  alms  houses,"  appear  to  have  anciently  formed 
part  of  the  possessions  of  the  fraternity  of  St.  George,  and 
to  have  been  devoted  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  thai 
societv,  and,  on  the  dissolution  of  that  bodv«  to  have  been 
purchased  of  the  crown,  together  with  its  other  property, 
on  behalf  of  the  corporation.  They  are  of  great  antiquity, 
being  mentioned  so  early  as  1429 ;  and  they  were,  in  all 
probability,  built  for  the  charitable  use  to  which  they  have 
been  applied,  from  a  period  antecedent  to  any  existing  re- 
cord in  which  they  are  mentioned.  These  buildings  were  not 
expressly  mentioned  in  the  conveyances  of  the  other  pos« 
sessions  of  the  fraternity  [p.  335-6] ;  but  after  the  convey- 
ance by  Thomas  White  and  Christopher  Haviland  to  the 
corporation,  in  1586,  viz.,  Sept.  £K),  1604,  by  deed  of 
feoffment,  Thomas  White,  son  to  the  above  Thomas,  renews 
the  grant  of  all  the  premises,  with  the  addition  of  **  one 
messuage  in  Poole,  commonly  called  the  almes  bouse, 
with  bis  appurtenanees,  and  one  little  bouse  and  garden 
adjoining  to  the  said  almes  house,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
said  ainoes  house,*'  to  Thomas  Frauncis,  then  mayor,  and 
several  burgesses  therein  named,  in  trust  for  the  mayor, 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty. 

By  deed  of  feoffment^  dated  May  4,  1636,  Thomas 
Frauncis,  the  sole  surviving  feoffee  in  trust,  grants  all  the 
premises  to  Sfaadrach  Gibbon,  mayor,  and  several  bur- 
gesses therein  named,  also  in  trust. 

No  further  conveyance  appears  to  have  been  executed, 
and  the  property  continued  subject  to  the  government  of 
the  corporation,  by  whom  the  buildings,  still  used  as  alms 
bouses,  have  been  constantly  kept  in  repair. 

Under  the  Poole  and  Canford  enclosure  act,  an  allot- 
ment of  three  perches  of  land  near  the  turnstile,  at  the 
north-west  entrance  into  Poole,  was  made  to  the  corpora- 
tion in  respect  of  these  alms  houses.    Similar  allotments 
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i^ere  made  to  that  bodj  ia  respect  of  R<^rs's  alms  bouses^ 
and  four  other  properties,  belonging  to  them  in  their  own 
right*  The  whole  of  these  allotments  form  one  parcel  of 
18  perches,  which  has  been  let  to  J.  G.  Godwin,  for  99 
years,  renewable  for  ever,  at  a  rent  of  £2  per  annum.  The 
rent  reserved  under  the  lease  to  Godwin  is  carried  into  the 
general  account  of  the  corporation,  but  the  repairs  done  to 
the  alms  houses  much  exceed  the  proportion  of  the  rent 
now  paid,  or  that  could  reasonably  be  anticipated,  had  this 
lease  not  been  granted* 

The  poor  alms  people,  down  to  the  operation  of  the  laite 
corporation  .act,  were  selected  bj  the  mayor  for  the  time 
being,  and  considered  removable  at  his  pleasure.  They 
received  a  portion  of  the  donation  of  coak  at  Christmas 
from  JoIIifie's  charity,  hereafter  mentioned,  and  occa- 
sionally received  tickets  to  Bennett's  charity;  but  they 
have  no  regular  stipend  as  being  on  this  foundation. 

R0GERS*8   ALMS  HOtJSES. 

The  alms  houses,  in  west  street,  were  founded  by 
Robert  Bogers,  leather  seller,  of  London,  who  was  a  native 
of  Poole,  and  a  man  of  eminmit  piety  and  benevolence. 
His  will,  dated  Sept.  11,  1601,  contains,  amongst  many 
other  charitable  bequests,  the  foUowmg4( : — 


*  The  win  of  Mr.  Rogers  is  t  remaiksblo  dooament,  both  in  regard  to  the  state  of 
the  testator's  mind,  and  the  numerous  charitable  bequests  made  in  it.  These  bequests 
■re  as  follows  >• 

iB    s.    d. 

To  the  prisons  in  and  about  London 12   0   0 

Tothepoorof  two  sereral  towns  in  the  west  country, IS   S   S 

To  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Poole, 10   0   0 

For  building  alms  houses  there, ...»    833   8   8 

For  relief  of  poor  prisoners,  such  as  were  neither  atheists  nor  papists, 

andmightbeddlTeredeaehmanatthesumofSOnoblet...........    150   0   0 

To  poor  preachers,   ..•..........••••. 100   0   0 

To  poor  aitifioers,  being  chafed  with  wife  and  children,  and  of 

honest  reputation, 100   0   0 

To  the  company  of  merchant  adrenturers,  for  poor  decayed  people 

and  towards  the  support  of  young  freemen 400    0   0 

To  Christ's  hospital,  to  purchase  lands  for  the  rdief  of  the  house. ...    500   0   0 
For  the  erecting  of  alms  houses  near  London,  also  to  the  maintenance 

of  twelve  poor  people, ••..••.«#•».....•. 000  0  o 
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**  Item :  I  give  to  the  town  of  Poole,  in  Dorsetshire, 
where  I  was  bom,  600  marks,  to  build  an  alms  house,  and 
to  place  therein  six  poor  couple,  householders,  married  or 
unmarried,  of  the  most  aged  or  decayed,  hj  sea,  if  any 
such  be,  or  to  such  others  as  shall  have  most  need  of 
relief;  and  the  governors  of  the  town  to  purchase  so  much 
land  as  shall  amount  to  £15  12^  yearly,  with  the  said 
money,  and  to  allow  to  each  couple  twelve  pence  per 
week,  during  their  natural  lives,  and,  after  their  decease, 
to  place  others  in  the  same  houses,  with  the  like  allowance ; 
and  if  the  said  600  marks  shall  not  be  sufficient,  then,  at 
the  discretion  of  my  executors,  to  be  augmented  as  to  them 
shall  seem  needful."  The  testator  further  bequeathed  to 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Poole  £10,  to  be  paid  within  one 
month  after  bis  decease. 

June  15,  1004,  a  discharge  was  given  by  the  corpora- 
Hon  to  the  executors,  whereby  the  corporation  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  the  600  marks  (£333  6e.  8d.),  and 
of  the  further  sum  of  fifty  marks  (£83  6s.  8d.),  paid  by 
the  executors  under  the  power  given  by  tbe  will,  and  they 
covenanted,  that  with  the  said  sums  they  would  not  only 
build  the  alms  houses,  but  would  also  purchase  as  much 
land  as  should  amount  to  £15  12s.  per  annum,  to  be 
applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will. 

'  £   t,  d. 

To  the  parish  where  he  dwelt, .......•.••••...•..••••••  10   0  0 

To  the  same  for  two  dosen  of  bread,  to  be  given  erery  Sunday  for 

erer  to  the  poor, 100   0  0 

To  the  parish  of  Christchnreh........ •••«•... 15    0  0 

To  ■         Wewgate, 96  IS  4 

To Cripplegate,    • 80  13  4 

To  ■  Bishopsgate, •  80  18  4 

To  — — — -  St  George,  Southwark, 96  U  4 

To  St  Sepulchre 30   0  0 

To  St  Olave,  Soothwark,    30   0  0 

To St  Giles,  without  Cripplegate,  30   0  0 

To  St  Leonard,  Shorcditch,  30   0  0 

To St  George,  Southwark, 30   0  0 

To >- BUhopsgate,   20    0  0 

To  Bt  Botolph,  without  AWgate, SO   0  0 

For  maintaining  four  poor  scholars,  two  in  Oxford,  and  two  in 

Cambridge,  students  in  divinity, 400   0  0 

Total  £3010   6    8 
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It  appears  from  the  accounts  preserved  amongst  the 

documents  relating^  to  this  charity,  and  particularly  bj  a 

general  statement  under  the  date  of  March  96,  1605,  that 

there  was  paid  £    s.    d* 

For  land  to  build  the  alms  house  upon . .  • ,     10    0    0 

Expended  on  the  building 146  16    4 

Remainder  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  207  17    0 

£966  13    4 


A  subsequent  augmentation  was  made  to  the  fund 
remauung  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  which,  in  1610, 
amounted  to  £292. 

With  this  money  a  rent  diarge  appears  to  have  been 
purchased  before  1614,  payable  out  of  certain  lands  at" 
Meriey,  the  property  of  Mr.  ConsCantine..  But  this  iwvest- 
meiA  seems  to  have  been  afterwards  cancelled.  For,  by 
indenture^  dated  May  1, 1649,  Abraham  Strode,  in  con-^ 
sideration  of  £900,  conv^ed  to  Henry  Harding,  then 
mayor,  and  several  olliers,  aldermen  md  merchants  of 
Poole,  and  their  heirs,  a  messuage  and  certain  lands  and- 
tenements  in  the  parishes  of  Hampreeton,  West  Parley, 
and  Cranbome. 

And,  by  indenture,  dieted  June  524^  in  the  same  year,  this 
said  Henry  Harding  and  others,  reconveyed  the  said  pre- 
mises to  Abraham  Strode  and  his  heirs,  in  consideration  of 
the  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  £18  for  ever,  payable  half  yearly 
in  the  great  porch  of  the  church  at  Poole,  with  a  power  of 
distress  and  entry  in  case  of  non-payment. 

No  trusts  are  declared  by  the  preceding  deeds. 

July  26,  1660,  an  undertaking  was  given  by  William 
Constantine,  esq.,  to  charge  his  own  lands  at  Meriey,  with 
this  annuity  of  £18^  in  case  there  should  be  any  fidlure  in 
the  title  to  Mr.  Strode's  land. 

This  rent  charge  of  £18  was  conveyed  to  new  trustees 
by  indentures  of  October  8  and  9, 1690,  by  Moses  Durell, 
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in  whom  the  same  bad  become  vested  as  the  only  survivor 
of  those  named  in  the  preceding  deed  of  June  24,  1649 ; 
but  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  subsequent 
conveyance. 

The  annuity  is  now  regularly  received  by  the  corpora^ 
tion  from  Edward  Greathead,  esq.,  of  Uddens,  the  owner 
of  the  property  chargedi  and  which  is  known  as  Hillam's 
lands. 

The  allotment  to  the  corporation,  under  the  Great 
Canford  and  Poole  enclosure  act,  comprehends  three 
perches  of  land,  set  out  in  respect  of  these  alms  houses, 
which  are  included  in  the  lease  of  John  G.  Godwin,  men« 
tioned  in  the  account  of  the  preceding  charity. 

The  alms  houses  consist  of  twelve  tenements,  of  one 
room  each,  occupied  by  twelve  women,  who  have  hitherto 
been  appointed  by  the  mayor.  Each  of  the  alms  people 
receives  sixpence  a  week,  amounting  to  £15  1^  per 
annum ;  and  a  distribution  of  coals  has  been  made  to  them 
out  of  the  funds  every  Christmas,  which  has  more  than 
exhausted  the  residue  of  the  £18.  The  buildings  were 
kept  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation. 

The  commissioner  of  inquiry  thus  concludes  hb  report 
on  this  charity : — **  No  balance  has  been  actually  struck 
between  the  corporation  and  the  charity  since  the  year 
1741 ;  but  the  receipts  and  payments  are  regularly  entered 
in  the  general  account  book  of  the  corporation,  from  an 
examination  of  which  it  appeared  that,  independently  of 
the  repairs,  and  after  giving  credit  to  the  charity  for  its 
proportion  of  the  rent  for  the  allotment,  the  corporation 
have  paid  annually  more  than  the  amount  of  the  endow- 
ment." 

garland's  alms  houses. 

A  range  of  alms  houses,  comprising  twelve  tenements^ 
situate  at  Hungerhill,  were  built  and  endowed  by  the  late 
George  Garland,  esq. 


n 
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By  indenture  of  barg;ain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  chancery, 
dated  April  12,  1814,  George  Oarland^  of  Poole,  esq., 
granted  to  the  mayor,  bailifl&,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 
of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town,  and  their  successors, 
12  tenements,  each  consisting  of  a  sitting  room  and  a  bed 
room,  and  numbered  respectively  from  1  to  12  inclusive, 
lately  erected  by  him,  adjoining  each  other,  situate  at 
Hungerhill,  in  Poole  aforesaid^  and  occupied  by  the  several 
parties  therein  named,  and  the  appurtenances,  (except 
rights  of  common,  and  allotments  in  lieu  thereof,)  upon 
trust,  to  permit  the  then  occupiers  of  the  said  tenements  io 
reside  therein  during  their  lives,  free  of  rent,  subject  to  the 
power  of  amoval  thereinafter  mentioned ;  and,  upon  their 
death  or  amoval,  to  place  therein  some  other  person  or 
persons,  to  be  nominated  by  the  said  mayor,  bailifis,  biir« 
gesses,  and  commonalty,  within  eight  days  after  such  death 
or  amoval,  out  of  the  poor  people  residing  in  and  belong- 
ing  to  the  parish  of  St.  James,  in  Poole  aforesaid  ;  such 
person  or  persons  to  be  a  widow  or  widower,  or  a  man 
and  his  wife,  having  no  child  residing  with  them,  and  to 
be  permitted  to  occupy  the  same,  rent  free,  during  their 
lives,  subject  to  the  power  of  amoval  thereinafter  men- 
tioned :  provided  that,  if  a  man  and  his  wife  should  be  the 
occupiers  of  any  such  tenements,  and  one  of  them  jhoiild 
die,  the  survivor  should  remain  therein,  subject  as  afore- 
said, during  life,  if  he  or  she  continued  unmarried.  And 
the  said  mayor,  bailifl&,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  were 
empowered  to  amove  any  of  the  said  alms  people,  in  case 
of  their  committing  any  waste  or  injury  to  the  said  tene- 
ments and  premises,  or  keeping  a  disorderly  house,  or 
committing  any  other  nuisance  or  disturbance,  interrupting 
the  comfort  of  any  of  the  occupiers  of  the  other  tenements,  or 
of  the  neighbourhood.  And  it  is  thereby  further  witnessed, 
that  the  said  George  Garland  had  paid  to  the  said  mavor, 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  the  sum  of  £200,  upon 
trust,  in  the  first  instance,  to  invest  the  same  on  government 
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or  real  security,  and,  as  soon  as  convenient  opportunity 
offered,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  freehold 
lands  of  inheritance  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  said  mayor,  bailifl^,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
upon  trust,  to  apply  the  interest  of  the  said  sum  of  £200 
previous  to  such  purchase,  and  the  rents  of  the  lands  whea 
purchased,  in  keeping  the  said  tenements  in  tenantable 
repair  on  the  then  plan  and  form  of  building,  and  to 
divide  the  surplus  equally  between  the  occupiers  of  the 
satd  tenements,  on  Christmas  eve  annually,  the  share  of  a 
man  and  his  wife  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  widow  or 
widower,  viz.,  one-4weIfth  part  of  such  surplus :  provided 
that,  in  case  of  the  destruction  or  of  material  damage  to 
the  said  tenements  by  fire  or  otherwise,  or  of  their  becoming 
ruinous  from  decay,  then  the  said  mayor,  baili£&,  burgesses, 
and  commonalty  should  be  at  liberty  to  apply  the  whole 
of  the  said  interest  or  rents  for  rebuilding  or  repairing  the 
same,  and  also  to  keep  the  buildings  insured  from  fire  out 
of  the  said  interest  or  rents.  And  it  was  provided  that  a 
distinct  book  of  accounts  should  be  kept,  which  accounts 
should  be  audited  annually,  by  the  auditors  of  the  general 
accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  signed  by  them. 

And,  by  another  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in 
chancery,  dated  August  1, 1822,  the  said  George  Garland 
conveyed  to  the  corporation  a  messuage  or  tenement,  and 
workshop,  yard,  and  outhouses,  in  Market  street,  bounded 
as  therein  mentioned,  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Swaffield, 
and  a  messuage,  tenement,  workshop,  and  outbuildings, 
also  situate  in  Market  street,  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph 
Lance,  (but  excepting  the  allotments  in  respect  thereof, 
under  the  Canford  and  Poole  enclosure  act,)  upon  trust  to 
apply  one^third  part  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
messuages  and  premises  to  keeping  the  same  and  also  the 
said-alms  houses  in  good  repair ;  and  to  place  the  surplus 
of  such  one-third  part  out  at  interest  on  government  or 
real  security,    or  their  own  security,    and  suficr  it  to 

3  II 
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accumulate  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  fund  for  better 
providing  for  such  repairs ;  and  at  the  end  of  everj  ten 
years  to  pay  a  reasonable  part,  not  less  than  one-half  of 
such  accumulations,  to  the  occupiers  of  such  alms  houses, 
by  twelve  equal  payments,  on  the  days  when  the  monthly 
paym^its  are  directed  to  be  made  to  them ;  and  as  to  the 
other  two^thirds  upon  trust,  to  divide  the  same  equally 
between  the  occupiers  of  the  said  alms  bouses,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  every  calendar  month;  the  share  of  a  man 
and  hb  wife  to  be  one-twelfth  part  thereof:  with  similar 
provisions  in  case  of  the  destruction  or  material  damage 
to  the  said  alms  houses,  and  for  insurance,  and  for  keeping 
a  separate  book  of  accounts,  as  in  the  previously  recited 
deed. 

These  premises  produce  a  rental  of  £26  per  annum ;  and 
the  dividends  arbing  from  the  £200  which  have  been 
invested  in  the  new  three  and  a  half  per  cents,  amount  to 
£7  19s.  4d. 

Out  of  the  income,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  £33 
19s.  4d.,  there  is  paid  annually  for  insurance  of  the  alms 
houses,  £1  2s.  6d.;  and  the  twelve  inhabitants  have 
received  2s.  6d.  each  monthly,  (being  £18  per  annum,) 
and  £9  at  Christmas,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  £28  28. 6d. 
per  annum.  The  payments  for  repairs  at  the  alms  houses 
and  the  other  buildings  have  amounted,  since  1822,  to 
£66  13s.  Id.,  besides  a  sum  of  £4  2s.  9d.  for  damage 
done  by  fire,  and  afterwards  received  from  the  insurance 
office. 

jolliffe's  charity. 

Christopher  Jolliffej  by  will,  dated  March  6,  1809, 
gave  to  the  mayor  of  Poole  and  hb  successors,  £100  in 
trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  three  per  cent,  consolidated 
bank  annuities,  and  to  stand  possessed  thereof  in  trust  to 
apply  the  dividends  annually  in  the  purchase  of  coals,  to 
be  divided  every  Chrbtmas  equally  among  all  the  poor. 
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persons  inhabiting  the  twelve  apartments  called  the 
Gifting-houses,  in  Poole  aforesaid,  and  also  the  poor  per- 
sons inhabiting  the  alms  houses,  in  Market  street,  nearly 
opposite  Levet's  lane,  in  Poole  aforesaid. 

Thb  legacy  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  £160,  three 
per  cent,  consols,  in  the  names  of  Benjamin  Lester  Lester, 
John  Foot,  junior,  James  Seager,  junior,  and  John  Strong, 
in  whose  names  it  still  stands. 

The  dividends  (£4  IQs.)  were  paid  to  the  mayor  j  who 
expended  the  amount  in  coals,  which  were  distributed  in 
small  quantities  between  the  inmates  of  the  Church  stre^ 
and  Rogers's  alms  houses. 

BENJAMIN  Lester's  endowment. 

In  the  year  1799,  Benjamin  Lester,  esq.,  gave  to  the 
parbh  an  organ  for  the  use  of  the  church ;  and,  at  his 
death,  hi  1804,  he  bequeathed  £400  to  the  corporation,  in 
trust  that  they  should  pay  to  the  organist  of  Poole  church, 
£20  per  annum,  as  an  endowment  for  ever :  and  it  was 
directed,  that  the  election  of  the  organist  should  be  vested 
in  the  corporation.  This  sum  of  £400  was  paid  to  the 
corporation  Dec.  5,  1804,  and  carried  to  their  general 
account;  out  of  which  they  regularly  paid  £20  to  the 
organist  of  the  parbh  church  by  quarterly  payments,  till 
the  close  of  the  year  1835,  when  a  shipwright's  yard  and  a 
day  cellar  beloging  to  the  corporation  were  conveyed  to 
trustees  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  £20  to  the  organist. 

The  present  organist  was  not  named  by  the  corporation, 
but  was  appointed  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  vestry. 

SIR  JOHN  Lester's  endowment. 

Sir  John  Lester^  knt.,  by  will,  dated  Dec.  25, 1804, 
gave  to  the  mayor,  bailiflSi,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of 
Poole,  £2666  19s.  4d.,  three  per  cent,  consols,  to  be  pur- 
chased by  hb  executors  out  of  his  personal  estate,  free  of 
legacy  duty,  and  transferred  into  the  names  of  the  said 
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inajor,  &c«i  upon  trust,  out  of  the  dividends  to  paj  to  tbe 
minister  of  the  parish  church  of  Poole,  for  the  time  beingi 
the  clear  yearly  sum  of  £62,  by  half  yearly  payments,  in 
January  and  July,  upon  condition  that  the  said  minister 
should  read  the  evening  service  and  preach  a  lecture  in 
the  parish  church  of  St  James,  between  the  hours  of  six 
and  nine  in  the  evening  of  every  Sunday  throughout  the 
year ;  208.  to  be  forfeited  for  every  neglect  of  such  duty  i 
and  to  pay  the  clerk  of  the  parish  for  attending  the  said 
service  £10,  with  a  discretionary  power  to  the  mayor,  &c«, 
to  deduct  3s«  6d.  for  every  neglect  of  duty  :  to  the 
organist  £10,  subject  to  the  like  penalty  for  neglect :  and 
to  the  sexton  £5,  subject  to  the  penalty  of  Is.  9d.  for 
neglect  I  such  several  forfeitures  to  be  paid  to  the  church^ 
Wardens,  towards  the  expense  of  lighting  the  church  for 
such  evening  service* 

This  sum  of  £2566  13ls«  4d.,  three  per  cent,  consols* 
was  transferred  into,  and  still  stands  in,  the  names  of 
Benjamin  Lester  Lestm*,  James  Seager,  John  Strong,  and 
John  Foot 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  £77,  are  disposed  of  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  testator. 

The  evening  service  is  regularly  performed  and  the 
lecture  preached,  the  respective  officers  attending  as 
required  by  the  endowment 

%^  All  the  foregoing  endowments,  having  been  vested  in 
the  old  corporation^  are  at  present  under  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  provisional  trustees  appointed  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  under  the  powers  given  in  the  corporation 
act.  The  trustees  have  yet  made  no  permanent 
arrangements  for  the  government  of  the  endowments* 

PAWCONER's  CHARItT. 

Martha  Fatoconer,  by  her  will,  without  date»  but  pro- 
ved in  the  prerogative  court,  June  1,  1818,  gave  to  her 
executors,  George  Garland,  Christopher  Spurrier,  and 
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teeter  JoUitfe,  £200,  in  three  per  cent*  annuities,  the  inter*^ 
est  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  sixpennj  loaves,  and  given  to 
poor  old  women,  at  the  church  door  in  Poole,  under  the 
direction  of  her  executors,  and  the  minister  and  church^ 
Wardens  of  Poole,  every  Easter  Monday  for  ever,  and  if 
thej  should  omit  so  doings  for  two  years,  the  said  £200  to 
be  claimed  by,  and  divided  between,  her  nearest  relations, 
or  any  one  of  them* 

In  respect  of  this  legacy »  there  is  now  the  sum  of  £176, 
three  per  cent*  reduced  annuities,  standing  in  the  names  of 
George  Garland,  Christopher  Spurrier,  and  Peter  Jolliffe; 
£24  of  the  stock  bequeathed  having  been  sold  for  payment 
of  legacy  duty  and  expenses*  Out  of  the  dividends, 
(amounting  to  £5  5s*  6d*  per  annum,)  Is.  6d*  is  retained 
for  expenses,  and  the  remainder,  £5  4s.,  is  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  sixpenny  loaves,  which  are  brought  to  the 
vestry  on  Easter  Monday)  and  distributed  by  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  to  poor  aged  persons  of  the  parbh| 
among  whom  a  preference  b  given  to  widows* 

SWETLAMD^S  CHARITY. 

Ann  Stcetlandf  by  will,  dated  Sept.  13,  1822,  and 
proved  in  the  prerogative  court,  gave  to  the  churchwardens 
of  the  paridi  of  St  James,  in  Poole,  £200,  three  per  cent* 
consols,  upon  trust  to  apply  the  dividends  thereof  in  the 
purchase  of  bread,  to  be  distributed  in  the  month  of 
January  yearly,  under  the  direction  of  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  the  said  parish^  among  the  poor  thereof* 

From  this  bequest,  £20  7s*  6d.  stock  was  sold  for  pay* 
ment  of  legacy  duty  and  expenses.  The  remainder, 
£179  12s*  6d*,  stands  in  the  names  of  John  Sydenham  and 
John  Turpin,  who  were  churchwardens  at  the  time  of  the 
testatrix's  death* 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  £5  7s*  8d*,  are  laid  out 
by  the  churchwardens,  in  the  month  of  January,  in 
quartern  loaves,  which  are  given  amongst  poor  persons  of 
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the  town,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  churchwar- 
dens, who  attend  at  the  vestrj  for  that  purpose. 

The  foregoing  constitute  the  endowed  charities  of  the  town. 
There  are,  in  addition,  several  other  benevolent  institutions 
that  have  been  established,  dependent  on  the  sums  annually 
contributed  for  tlieir  support.  The  principal  of  these  are 
the  Sick  and  Aged  Society,  and  the  District  Visiting 
Societj^. 

The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the  Sick  and  Aged  was 
founded  in  Poole,  August  4,  1815.  The  object  of  this 
society  is  to  devote  the  funds  of  the  institution  to  the  relief 
of  the  indigent  sick  and  aged  poor,  of  everj  denomination 
of  reUgion.  It  is  maintained  by  subscription,  and  by 
tlie  contributions  of  the  beneficial  members,  who  are 
required  to  contribute  four  pence  per  month,  by  which 
they  become  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  fund,  which  is 
devoted  to  their  relief  in  times  of  emergency.  Tlie  busi- 
ness of  the  society  is  conducted  by  a  president,  a  treasurer 
and  secretary,  and  a  proper  number  of  visitors,  whose 
business  is  to  visit  the  afflicted,  and  seek  for  proper  objects 
of  relief. 

The  District  Visiting  Society  was  founded  in  1832, 
in  connection  with  the  established  church.  Its  object  is  to 
provide  for  visiting  the  families  of  the  poor  as  often  as 
time  and  other  circumstances  may  render  expedient,  with 
the  view  of  promoting  their  temporal  and  spiritual 
improvement. 

There  are  also  in  the  town  the  customary  associations  in 
connection  with  the  many  institutions  founded  in  the 
kingdom,  for  promoting  Christianity  at  home  and  abroad. 

Depositaries  have  likewise  been  formed  here  for  the 
Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  and  for  the 
Tract  Society. 


^  o 


427 


public  S5utlbtn0j^. 


The  public  buildings  of  Poole,  exclusive  of  the  churches 
and  dissenting  places  of  worship,  which  have  been  already 
described,  are  not  very  numerous.  The  following  are  the 
principal ; — 

THB   GUILDHALL 

stands  in  the  market  place.  It  is  a  spacious  and  conveqient 
structure,  comprising  a  council  chamber,  a  large  hall  of 
justice,  retiring  rooms  for  the  jury,  &c. ;  having  on  the 
ground  story  a  series  of  open  arcades,  occupied  on  market 
days  by  the  butchers.  The  entrance  to  the  hall  b  by  a 
double  flight  of  steps,  leading  to  a  portico  beneath  a  pedi- 
ment, at  the  west  end  of  the  building.  This  edifice  was 
erected  in  1761,  at  an  expense  of  £1500,  presented  to  the 
corporation  for  that  purpose,  in  equal  proportions,  by 
Joseph  Gulston,  and  Thomas  Calcraft,  esqrs.,  then  chosen 
representatives  of  the  borough.  In  the  justice  room,  over 
the  fireplace,  is  an  emblazonment  of  the  armorial  bearings 
of  the  borough ;  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room 
is  a  fine  half  length  portrait  of  Mr.  Gulston.  In  the 
great  hall  are  suspended  two  large  glass  chandeliers, 
presented  by  William  Morton  Pitt,  esq.,  who  also  gave 
the  pair  of  splendid  maces  borne  before  the  mayor  on 
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occasions  of  state.  The  judicial  business  of  the  borough, 
at  the  quarter  sessions  and  other  courts,  is  transacted  in 
this  hall,  and  the  public  meetings  of  the  town  are  generally 
holden  here. 

The  old  guildhall,  used  before  the  erection  of  the 
present  building,  stood  in  Fish  streets 

THE   GAOL 

is  situated  in  King  street.  It  consists  of  six  sleeping 
rooms,  and  one  day  room  appropriated  to  debtors.  There 
is  a  house  of  correction  attached  to  the  gaol,  consisting  of 
a  single  room;  and  there  is  also  a  treadmill.  Prior  to 
the  extension  of  the  municipal  boundaryi  the  gaol  was  of 
good  size,  compared  with  the  extent  of  the  local  jurisdic*< 
tion;  but,  since  the  addition  of  the  out  parishes,  considerable 
hiconrenience  has  been  suffered  from  the  relative  smallness 
of  the  accommodation,  and  an  enlargement  or  rebuilding 
of  the  gaol  is  contemplated.  There  is  a  spacious  yard 
within  the  outer  walls. 

The  sheriff  has  the  charge  of  the  gaol ;  but  the  gaoler 
has  hitherto  been  appointed  by  the  justices  in  session.  He 
is  paid  a  salary  of  .£30  a  year  out  of  the  borough  rate,  and 
receives  also  40s.  a  year  as  keeper  of  the  house  of  correct 
tion.  The  gaol  was  erected  about  40  years  since,  and  is 
feept  in  repair  out  of  the  borough  rate, 

A  curious  entry  in  the  corporation  books,  under  date  of 
1601,  and  which  is  subjoined,  leads  to  a  melancholy 
inference  as  to  the  uncertainty  that  must  at  that  time  have 
prevailed  in  regard  to  the  provision  for  the  maintenance  of 
those  who  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  confined  in  our 
prisons. 

«M4f  it  is  ordeyned  oondiscended  and  agfreed  this 
xviij'^  daie  of  September  anno  d'ni  1601  by  Blr.  Will'm 
^ramble  mayor  of  this  towne  and  countie  of  Poole  Mr, 
Richard  Swayne  recorder  of  the  same  towne  and  by  his 
brethren   antl   assistauncc    that   from   benceforthe   the 
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inhibjtants  of  this  towne  whose  names  are  heere  under 
wntten  eu'ie  one  of  them  accordinge  to  ther  dwellings 
shall  bestowe  one  after  another  daie  by  daie  as  they  shalbe 
appointed  one  meales  meate  towards  the  releife  of  the 
prison'  now  in  the  gaiole  duringe  such  tyme  as  he  shall 
remayne  ther  And  that  the  sherife  shall  appointe  erne 
honest  poor  bodie  dulie  to  gather  the  same  of  those  p'sons 
by  ther  bowses  ordcrlie  as  he  shalbe  appointed  And  if 
anie  p'son  or  p'sons  refuse  to  releeife  the  said  prison'  as 
they  shalbe  appointed  thervnto  by  the  mayor  and  the  most 
p'te  of  his  brethren  that  be  of  the  councel  of  the  towno 
then  he  or  they  to  forfett  for  eu'ie  such  refusall  the  some 
of  Tj*  viii<^  And  if  anie  more  prison's  beer  after  shalbe 
comyttea  to  the  comon  gaiole  of  this  said  towne  which 
prison's  are  not  of  abilitie  to  releefe  themselues  then  eu'ie 
ofthe  said  p'sons  whose  names  are  heere  subscribed  and 
suche  others  as  the  mayor  of  this  towne  for  the  tyme  being 
and  the  comon  councell  of  the  same  or  the  greatest  p'to  at 
them  shall  lymitt  and  appointe  shall  releiye  such  prison's 
as  heereafter  shalbe  comytted  accordinge  to  suche  order 
and  direction  as  the  said  mayor  and  comon  counscU  or  the 

Eeatest  p'te  of  them  shall  directe  and  appointe  vppon  the 
:e  peyne  of  forfeyture  of  vj*  viij**." 

Then  follows  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  are  to 
furnish  the  meab,  specifying  the  day  and  the  meal ;  as 

*<  Mr.  Will'm  Bramble  mayor  Sonndaie  at  dynn'  the 
xx^  of  September  1601. 

**  Mr*  Mawdley  the  same  daie  at  supp'«"  Sec. 

A  small  prison  for  temporary  confinement  adjoins  the 
town  cellars,  near  the  quay.  It  is  called  **  the  Salisbury," 
and  is  supposed  to  haye  derived  that  name  from  the  build- 
ing that  formerly  stood  on  the  same  site,  having  been 
erected,  as  a  place  of  imprisonment,  by  one  of  the  Lon- 
gesp^es  or  Montacutes,  earls  of  Sarum ;  and  this  opinion 
of  its  antiquity  was  well  confirmed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  old  structure,  which  was  taken  down  about  eighteen 
years  since. 
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POLICE   OFFICE. 

The  police  of  the  town,  both  daily  and  nightly,  is  very 
well  conducted.  It  was  formerly  managed,  conjointly 
with  the  lighting,  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  provbions  of  the  local  act  of  the  29th  Geo.  IL ;  but,  by 
the  corporation  act  of  the  6th  and  6th  Wm.  IV.,  c  76,  the 
police  of  the  borough  was  made  subject  to  its  provisions, 
and  brought  under  the  regulation  of  the  town  council. 
There  are  now  six  daily,  and  six  nightly  police ;  with  a  day 
superintendent,  and  a  night  superintendent.  Since  this 
alteration  in  the  system,  a  private  house  in  hill  street  has 
been  converted  into  a  police  oflSce,  in  which  the  minor 
business  connected  with  that  establbhment  is  conducted. 

OAS   WORKS. 

The  town  of  Poole  has  been  lighted  with  gas  for  the  last 
four  years.  The  lighting  is  governed  by  the  commissioners 
tinder  the  local  act  just  mentioned.  This  act  provides  that 
the  mayor  and  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  town  and  county 
of  Poole,  for  the  time  being,  and  eleven  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  be  chosen  annually  on  Easter 
Tuesday,  by  the  inhabitants  in  vestry  assembled,  shall  be 
commissioners  for  the  purposes  of  the  act,  iki  regard  to 
lighting  the  streets  of  the  town,  &c.,  to  which  end  the 
commissioners  are  vested  with  power  to  appoint  assessors 
to  make  an  annual  rate  or  assessment  on  Uie  inhabitants, 
which  is  termed  the  lamp  rate. 

Down  to  the  year  1833,  the  streets  of  Poole  were 
lighted  with  oil;  but  in  that  year  a  gas  company  was 
founded,  and  the  commissioners  have  since  contracted  for 
a  due  supply  of  gas.  The  works  have  been  erected  on  a 
convenient  site,  on  the  south-eastern  side  of  the  town. 
The  company  is  formed  by  shareholders,  there  being  400 
shares,  at  £10  each.  The  affairs  of  the  company  are  pro- 
ceeding very  favourably,  as  nearly  all  the  shops  and  inns, 
and  many  of  the  private  houses  in  the  town  are  supplied 
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by  the  company.  All  the  capitaj  was  required  for  the 
erection  of  the  works  and  the  completion  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  but  the  returns  have  since  been  so  abundant,  as  not 
only  to  provide  for*  an  annual  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  to 
the  shareholders,  but  to  have  enabled  tlie  directors  to 
contemplate  a  reduction  in  the*  price  of  gas  supplied  to  the, 
private  consumers. 

The  number  of  public  lamps  is  168,  of  which  134  are 
paid  for  from  the  proceeds  of  the  lamp  rate,  and  34  for 
lighting  the  quays  are  provided  out  of  the  quay  dues. 
A  lamp  rate  of  6d.  in  the  pound  per  annum,  is  sufficient  tO; 
provide  the  necessary  funds. 

4 

THE    LIBRARY. 

The  Totcn  and  County  of  Poole  Library  is  situated  at 
the  lower  extremity  of  the  High  street,  near  the  quay* 
This  institution  was  founded  in  the  year  1830,  when  the 
site,  on  which  the  building  has  been  erected,  was  presented 
by  Benjamin  Lester  Lester,  esq.,  and  the  costs  of  the 
erection  were  defrayed  by  the  hon.  W.  F.  S.  Ponsonby, 
those  gentlemen  being  then  the  representatives  of  the: 
borough.  The  room  containing  the  library  is  lofty, 
sufficiently  large,  and  well  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The 
institution  b  supported  by  donations  and  annual  subscript 
tions.  The  property  is  declared  to  be  in  those  who  have 
made  donations  of  ten  pounds  or  upwards,  they  also  becom* 
ing  annual  subscribers :  donors  of  five  pounds  also  become- 
proprietors  when  their  annual  subscriptions,  added  to  their 
donations,  shall  amount  to  ten  pounds  ;  and  annual  sub* 
scribers  become  proprietors  when  the  aggregate  amount  of 
their  subscriptions  shall  amount  to  fifteen  pounds :  but  no 
proprietor  is  to  continue  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  property 
after  the  discontinuance  of  his  annual  subscription.  The 
property,  of  every  description,  is  vested  in  trustees,  who 
stand  possessed  of  the  same  on  certain  trusts  declared  in 
the  deed.    The  trustees,  with  a  committee  of  nine  sub* 
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scribersy  annually  chosen  bj  ballot,  have  power  to  make 
laws  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  the  institution. 
A  treasurer  and  a  secretary  are  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
and  chosen  out  of  the  proprietors.  The  annual  subscript 
tion  to  the  library  is  one  guinea :  and  the  subscribers  are 
admitted  by  ballot.  The  number  of  subscribers  is  not  so 
great  as  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  extent  of 
the  population  of  the  town  ^and  its  neighbourhood.  The 
number  of  books  now  belonging  to  the  institution  does  not 
exceed  1700,  and^  from  the  circumstance  just  mentioned, 
additions  are  not  made  to  any  considerable  extent. 

Strangers  are  admitted  to  the  reading  room  on  the 
introduction  of  a  member. 

The  front  of  the  building  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : — "  Public  Library.  The  gift  of  Benjamin  Lester 
Lester  J  esquire^  and  the  honble.  fV.  Fi  S.  Ponsonby^ 
representatives  of  Poole  in  parliament.    1880." 

THE  TOWN   HOUSE. 

This  building  has  been  erected  for  the  convenience  of 
merchants  and  others,  as  a  news  room,  and  place  of 
general  resort.  It  is  supplied  with  the  leading  London 
daily  journals,  provincial  newspapers,  and  other  periodical 
publications.  Subscribers  are  admitted  by  ballot.  The 
subscription  is  two  pounds  per  annum.  The  present  town 
house  was  erected  in  1822,  on  the  quay,  on  the  site  of  the 
structure  which  had  been  built  in  1727,  for  the  same 
purpose.  Over  the  entrance  is  sculptured,  in  lias-relief,  a 
likeness  of  Benjamin  Skutt,  esq.,  in  whose  mayoralty  the 
old  town  house  was  founded,  to  which  he  was  one  of 
the  principal  contributors.  The  reading  and  news  room 
is  on  the  first  floor ;  and  in  addition  to  the  newspapers, 
&c.,  it  is  furnished  with  numerous  maps.  Over  the  fire- 
place is  a  very  fine  painting  of  king  Charles  II.,  in  his 
robes  of  state,  supposed  to  have  been  presented  to  the 
society  by  Mr.  Skutt,  whose  grandfather  was  in  close 
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attendance  upon,  and  much  favoured  by,  that  monarch 
during  his  vbit  to  Poole.  Underneath  this  room  is  the 
office  of  the  collector  of  the  quay  and  harbour  dues. 

The  premises  are  holden  under  a  licence  from  the  cor« 
poration,  dated  May  I,  1822,  granted  to  George  Welch 
Ledgard  and  others,  for  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
three  guineas.  And,  of  the  same  date,  is  a  declaration  of 
trust,  by  the  said  George  Welch  Ledgard  and  others,  trustees, 
reciting  that  the  said  licence  was  granted  to  them  at  the 
request  of  the  subscribers  or  society  of  the  town  house,  the 
commissioners  for  watching  and  lighting  tlie  town,  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  quay  dues ;  and  then  declaring  the  trusts  to 
be  observed. 

TOWN   CELLARS. 

The  large  building  on  the  quay,  known  as  the  town 
cellars,  and  which  has  been  used  for  centuries  as  a  place 
for  the  temporary  deposit  of  goods  brought  to  the  town,  is 
of  considerable  antiquity,  but  so  mutilated  by  time, 
violence,  and  alterations,  that  it  is  difficult  to  trace  in  the 
structure  itself  the  characters  of  its  original  use.  It  has 
been  conjectured  that  the  general  architectural  features 
bear  indications  that  the  building  was  formerly  devoted  to 
eccledastical  purposes ;  but  no  sufficient  evidence  can  be 
adduced  in  support  of  thb  supposition:  and  it  is  more 
probable  that  the  edifice  was  raised  by  the  ancient  lords  of 
the  manor,  as  a  hall  for  their  accommodation  when  visitinsr 
their  burgh  of  Poole,  or  as  a  storehouse  for  the  deposit  of 
the  goods  imported  here  on  tlieir  account,  and  of  the  com 
and  other  merchandize  taken  by  them  as  toll.*    That  it 

*  Tallage!  were  ancientty  taken  in  kind;  and,  although  in  the  charter  granted  to 
the  burgesses  of  Poole  by  William  Longesp^e,  many  valuable  privileges  wcrv  oon- 
ceded,  yet  the  lord  retained  to  himself  and  his  heirs  the  right  to  take  tallage  of  the 
burgesses  whenever  the  king  should  take  tallage  of  his  cities  and  borou^jhs. 
(cum  ucro  rex  quicunque  fuerit  de  dultatibus  siue  burgis  suis  tallagium  ceperit 
seeundnm  contnetudiiMni  duitatnm  et  burgorum  suorum  de  dietis  burgensUNts 
mels  michi  et  heredibus  meis  tallagium  eepere  licebit].  Hadox  [Ezch.  518.) 
says,  when  the  king  granted  to  a  subject  a  demeane  manour  or  town,  together 
with  the  homages,  aids,  tallages,  and  other  profits  thereof,  to  hold  to  the  grantee  and 
hi»  heirs :  iu  euch  case,  the  grantee  and  his  hfiis  had  power  to  tallage  the  men  of 
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was  used  as  a  storehouse  so  early  as  the  commencemeiit  of 
Ihe  fifteenth  century  is  clear  from  the  account  of  the  attack 
by  the  Spanish  privateers,  given  ante  [p.  92].  It  is 
spoken  of  in  the  Spanish  chronicle  as  a  *<  large  building/' 
a  ^storehouse/'  ^*  full  of  arms  and  sea  stores  of  all  kinds**' 
It  is  now  held  of  the  manor ;  and  it  was  leased  to  the  cor- 
poration so  long  since  as  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
eentury,  and  by  that  body  was  used  as  a  storehouse  for 
merchandize  brought  to  the  port,  and  on  which  they  made 
a  charge  for  cellarage,  according  to  an  ancient  scale,  of 
which  a  copy  is  still  extant.  A  view  of  this  buildiiig  is 
given  p.  148. 

THE   MARKET. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  open  arcades  beneath 
the  guildhall  have  been  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  a 
meat  market ;  but  these  having  been  found  insufficient  to 
afford  due  accommodation,  a  large  space  adjoining  was 
set  apart  and  covered  in  as  an  additional  market  place ; 
and  want  of  accommodation  being  still  felt,  another 
extensive  spot,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Unitarian  meeting 
house,  was,  in  1827,  appropriated,  with  convenient  sheds 
and  a  neat  entrance,  as  a  fruit,  vegetable,  and  butter 
market. 

The  markets  of  Poole  are  very  well  supplied,  m  regard 
both  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  meat,  vegetables, 
&c.,  brought  for  sale,  and  the  prices  in  general  are  con- 
siderably  lower  than  tliose  of  other  markets.  The  market 
days  are  Monday  and  Thursday.  The  fairs,  of  which  each 
excites  the  juvenile  inhabitants  of  the  town  for  eight  days, 
are  held  annually  on  the  feast  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James, 
(May  1)  and  seven  days  following,  and  on  the  feast  of  All 
Souls  (November  2)  and  seven  days  following. 

•ock  manonr  or  town,  to  their  own  nse,  when  the  king  talUged  his  dcmMinci  and 
aunours  throughout  England,  but  not  otherwise  or  at  other  times.  But  such  inferior 
lord  could  not  rightfully  nia/e  tallage  oftener  or  in  other  manner  than  the  king  raised 
tallage  in  his  own  demeanes.  For  the  tenants  were  not,  by  the  king's  grant,  tallage" 
able  to  the  private  lord  in  any  other  manner  than  they  would  have  been -to  the  king* • 
If  the icigniory  ht«l  ^tiU  rwtcd  in  the  cro'wn. 
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The  fish  market  is  holden  in  a  modern  edifice,  built  for 
the  purpose  on  the  quaj.     It  is  not  well  supplied. 

The  tolls  of  the  markets  and  fairs,  which  are  vested  in 
the  corporation,  are  at  present  leased  at  the  sum  of  £250 
per  annum. 

A  pitched  com  market  was  formerly  held  in  Pode,  in 
the  open  space,  still  known  by  the  appellation  of  ^*  the 
eom  market,"  in  the  high  street.  In  1689,  sheds  were 
erected  here  for  the  convenience  of  the  dealers,  but  these 
have  long  since  vanished,  and  the  market  has  been  dis- 
continued for  a  great  many  years  past. 

THB   WORKHOUSE. 

The  house  used  as  a  workhouse  is  situated  in  west 
street.  The  following  inscription,  borne  on  the  front  of 
the  building,  states  it  to  have  been  eroded  from  the 
munificence  of  Thomas  Missing,  esq, : — **How  commend^ 
able  are  the  tvorks  of  charity.  This  publick  edifice^ 
erected  for  the  reception  of  the  poor^  was  finished  in  the 
ffear  1739  /  the  necessary  charges  of  building  it^  amauntm 
ing  to  £500,  were  voltmtarily  defrayed  by  the  sole 
generosity  of  Thomas  Missing,  esq.*^ 

A  question  was  raised  some  years  since  by  the  corpora- 
tion, as  to  the  property  of  the  site  of  the  building,  but  no 
documents  to  clear  the  point  could  be  produced*  The 
ground  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  parish  at  least 
since  1739,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  subject 
of  any  charitable  endowment,  either  by  Mr.  Missing  (who 
represaited  the  borough),  or  any  other  person. 

Until  the  passing  of  the  poor  law  amendment  act,  in 
1834,  and  the  consequent  formation  of  an  union,  com- 
prising the  parish  of  Saint  James,  and  the  adjoining 
parishes  and  tithings,  the  house  in  west  street  was  amply 
suflScient  for  the  purposes  of  the  parish;  but  the  accom- 
modation not  being  suflSciently  extensive  for  the  whole 
union,  a  new  house  is  about  to  be  erected  on  a  spot  of 
ground  in  Longfleet. 
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The  great  object  of  our  early  pauper  legislation  appears 
to  have  been  the  restraint  of  vagrancy.  The  earliest 
scheme  of  a  provision  for  the  poor  sanctioned  by  the 
legislature,  was  by  means  of  regular  collections,  which,  in 
the  course  of  a  long  series  of  statutes,  ending  in  the  43rd 
Elizabeth,  were  almost  insensibly  converted  into  compuU 
sory  assessments. 

Various  modes  of  supplying  the  wants  of  tlie  indigent 
prevailed  in  different  parts  and  at  different  periods.  And 
a  practice  formeriy  existed  in  this  port,  of  levying  the 
tenth  part  of  all  grain  shipped  here,  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  of  the  town.  This  practice  appears  to  have  been  resisted 
after  the  passing  of  the  act  43rd  Elizabeth,  but  by  orders 
received  from  the  lord  high  treasurer  of  the  kingdom,  by 
command  of  the  privy  council,  dated  December  22, 1603, 
and  in  October,  1604,  it  was  directed  that  the  tenth  quarter 
of  grain,  should  be  set  aside  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  as 
formerly. 

In  an  old  book  in  the  town  chest,  entitled  «  a  booke  for 
the  accompts  of  the  overseers  of  the  powre  of  the  parryshe 
towne  and  countie  of  Poole,"  there  are  some  curious  entries. 
This  book  commences  under  date  of  1598,  and  is  con- 
tinued to  1624. 

In  l£98-9,  the  whole  of  the  receipts  appear  to  have 
consisted  of  dcmations,  bequests,  and  2*.  taken  out  of 
**  the  poor  man's  box."»    The  payments  were  chiefly 

J„S*w  M^^nl^IT"^"'  say.  Anthony  4  Wood,  "in  every  church  w»  a  poor 
»mi  box."  Th«e  boxM  ai«  often  mentioned  «>  early  a.  the  twelfth  cm^. 
The  common  poor  box  in  the  churchca  appears  to  have  been  a  shaft  of  oak  hoUowed 

through  into  the  cavity,  and  secured  by  one  or  two  iron  locks.  Into  theMi  boxes  it 
was  customaj^for  the  boievolent  to  put  money  on  Sundays.  These  poor  boxes  sre 
V'^^J^^^^^^^^^^^^t^^^^Vin.,  ci,  which  di^ts^^thS 
h«td  offleers  of  «>rpor«te  towns,  and  the  chuwAwardens  and  two  others  of  ev^ 
parish^who  we  to  remidn  in  office  only  one  year,  do  coUect  voluntary  alms  for^ 
purpo^sof  rellevtogthe  lmpot«it  p«^^^ 

t'^L'ftt  J^'.nT'^  ^^*^.^  '""^  ^*P'  *«  •  ••^*^™»'  "^^  *"  ^elh^^ 
eoromlued  to  the  custody  of  a  substantial  trusty  man.  as  they  can  agree,  to  be  del 

Utercd  as  necesaity  5hall  require.    Almsgiving.  ^ihenri«c  tiia  to^wm^ 
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sums  paid  as  premiums  with  apprentices.  With  John 
Russelly  who  was  apprenticed  for  nine  years,  a  premium  of 
40s.  was  paid. 

In  1601 9  the  overseers  say  that  they  "have  gathered 
in  the  churche  upon  the  book  for  the  relieffe  of  the  pboro 
for  three  quarters  of  a  yeare,  their  accompte  being  for  no 
more,  £9  15$.  6d.,"  of  which  there  was  paid  to  the  poor, 
£9  Ids.  This  "book"  must  have  been  the  first  rate 
levied  under  the  43rd  Eliz.  The  sum  collected  offers  a 
strikinc:  contrast  to  some  of  the  annual  amounts  levied  in 
late  years. 

In  1602,  is  this  entry,  "  collected  in  the  churche  this 
yeare  towards  the  reliefe  of  the  poore,  £1 1  4s.  lid." 

In  1604,  nearly  all  the  sums  "  disbursed  towards  the 
weakly  reliefe  of  the  poore  of  this  town,"  are  stated  to 
have  been  paid  to  paupers  in  sickness. 

1609. — The  total  amount  of  payments  this  year  was 
£17  7s.  2d. 

In  1611,  they  amounted  to  £21  I3s.  lid. 

In  1616,  the  ordinary  weekly  payments  are  stated  at 
£18  r2s.  lOd. ;  and  the  extraordinary  payments,  as  pre- 
miums with  apprentices,  allowances  to  sick  people,  &c.,  at 
£10  10s.  7d.,  making  a  total  of  £29  3s.  6d. 

The  state  of  the  parochial  affairs  of  Poole,  immediately 
prior  to  the  recent  formation  of  the  parochial  unions  may 
be  gathered  from  the  following  extract  from  the  report 

boxes  or  common  gatherings,  or  to  fdlow  parishionen  or  prisoners,  is  prohibited  on 
forfeiture  of  ten  times  the  amonnt  giren. 

Alter  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  compulsory  relief  to  the  poor,  these  poor 
boxes  became  greatly  neglected;  and  this  neglect  gtVe  rise  to  several  aly  bits  of 
satire.  It  is  noted  in  Hogarth's  marriage  scene  of  the  **  Rake's  progress,**  by  a 
eobweb  ooTcring  the  poor's  box  in  the  church.  There  is  an  intimation  to  the  same 
effect  in  one  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  plays,  which  further  intimates  that  poor 
boxes  had  posies  :— 

*'  The  poor  man's  box  is  there  too :  if  re  find  any  thing 
Besides  the  POsy,  and  that  half  rubbed  out  too. 
For  fear  it  snouid  awaken  too  much  charity, 
Qive  it  to  pious  uses :  that  is,  spend  it.** 

SriiKisu  CU&ATB. 

The  posies  or  mottoes  on  poor  boxes  were  short  sentences  to  incite  b^ierolence,— 

fuch  as  **  He  that  giTeth  to  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  hotd,'*  &c. 

3  K 
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furnished  by  D.  O.  P.  Oke(len»  esq.,  who,  as  one  of  the 
assistant  commissioners  of  inquiry,  visited  the  parish  in 
1832. 

**  Poole  is  a  town  and  county,  having  its  own  quarter 
sessions  and  gaol.  It  is  entirely  governed  by  its  own 
magistracy,  without  any  interference  of  the  magistrates  of 
the  county. 

<<  Population,  6459.  £       s.   d. 

"  Annual  sum  expended  on  the  poor  for  >   ^^orf.    q    it 
the  year  ending  Lady-day,  ..1830,   $  ^"^    ^    ^ 

Ditto 1831,        3149  13    0 

Ditto ....1832,        3440  17    6 

*<  There  b  but  one  parish  in  Poole,  St  James's ;  Poole 
is  governed,  as  to  the  management  of  its  poor,  by  the 
Gilbert  act. 

*<The  assistant  overseer  has  £30  per  anomn.  The 
guardian  actings  Mr.  Hooper,  who  is  the  entire  manager 
of  all  that  relates  to  the  poor,  has  £130. 

*<  The  acting  guardian  and  visiters  settle  the  relief  to  be 
aHowed  to  each  pauper.  There  is  scarcely  ever  an  appeal 
to  the  magistrates. 

«*  77le  Workhouse. — The  numbers,  ages,  and  sexes  of 
the  imnates  of  the  workhouse  are  at  present^  December^ 
1832, 

<<  Old  and  infirm  men,  some  above  90».  •  •  •  37 

Ditto  women,  three  above  92 42 

Under  13  years  old,  boys, 21 

Ditto,  girls, , ,,  29 

Total  inmates,  129 

"  There  are  generally  about  five  or  six  more,  somewhat 

younger  than  the  old  men  and  women,  who  do  the  work 

of  the  establishment. 
"The  women  are  mostly  widows.      The   men   have 

been  sailors  and  mechanics.    The  old  men  occasionally 

pick  a  little  oakum,  and  some  of  the  less  infirm  sweep  and 
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clean  the  streets.    These  employments  may  save  the  parish 
about  £40  per  annum. 

**  The  men  and  women  are  separated,  except  in  the  case 
(there  are  only  two  cases)  of  an  old  married  couple. 

*^  The  boardy  lodging,  clothes,  fuel,  and  all  expenses  of 
the  house,  and  medical  advice,  for  each  individual, 
amounts  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  3s.  lOd.  per  week. 

**  The  children  are  well  instructed,  go  to  the  Sunday 
schools,  and  to  church  or  meeting  house.  The  boys  are 
apprenticed  to  the  sea  line.  There  is  a  very  accurate  and 
constant  visitation  of  the  out-poor  at  their  houses,  and  every 
means  are  used  to  ascertain  their  characters,  and  the 
validity  of  their  claims  on  parish  aid.  The  men,  of  the 
out-poor,  are  principally  old  sailors  and  some  mechanics : 
the  women,  widows  of  those  classes  with  families.  When 
they  have  fathers  or  children  able  to  support  them,  the 
4)arish  does  not  relieve  the  poor,  but  apply  for,  and 
procure  from  the  magistrates,  an  order  on  the  relations. 

^'  If  able-bodied  men  apply  for  relief,  they  are  sent  to 
the  parish  farm.  Such  applications  are  rare,  and  the 
applicants  soon  find  work  again. 

*^  About  one-tenth  of  the  resident  poor  are  non-parish- 
ioners. The  total  number  of  poor  relieved  out  of  the 
workhouse  b  generally  700.  The  residences  of  the  poor 
are  rated,  but  the  rates  never  demanded.  There  is  a  loss 
of  about  one-third  on  every  rate  on  this  item,  as  the  land- 
lords are  not  made  to  pay  the  rates. 

*^  Removals  and  appeals. — The  expenses  of  removals 
areas  under: — 

£    s.    d. 

For  1829,    82    5    6 

1830 27  11    3 

188J,    21    8    9 


Total  of  three  years,    81    5    6 
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£    €•  d* 

'^  Expenses  of  appeals  for  1829,. ...  14  10  6 

1880,. ...  21  13  0 

— 1831, 19    9  3 


Total  of  three  years,    55  12    9 

*^  The  accounts  are  all  kept  by  the  acting  guardian,  and 
submitted  to  and  passed,  monthly,  by  the  other  guardians ; 
and  every  quarter  they  are  audited  and  signed  by  the 
visiter. 

*<  The  accounts  are  published  annually,  and  sent  to  all 
the  rate  payers, 

^*  1  have  selected  the  town  of  Poole  as  an  instance  of  the 
best  management  of  the  poor  I  have  met  with. 

<<  The  interference  of  the  magistrates  is  unknown.  The 
present  acting  guardian  took  on  himself  the  management 
in  1815.  In  four  years  he  reduced  the  expenditure 
i^2600;  and  though  the  population  has  nearly  doubled 
since  that  period,  the  rates  have  never  exceeded  what  they 
were  after  that  reduction.'' 

Mr.  Okeden  adds,  that  he  has  selected  Poole  "  as  an 
instance  of  a  large,  trading,  populous,  borough  town, 
where,  perfect  confidence  being  placed  by  the  magistrates 
in  the  decisions  of  the  vestry,  and  in  the  management  of 
the  assistant  guardian  of  the  poor,  no  interference  takes 
place,  and  where  all  that  relates  to  the  government  of  the 
poor,  seems  to  me  to  be  of  unrivalled  excellence." 

Parochial  Union. — The  consequence  of  the  inquiry,  of 
which  Mr«  Okeden*s  investigation  formed  part,  was  the 
adoption,  by  act  of  parliament^  of  a  new  system  of  admin* 
istering  parochial  relief,  and  the  formation  of  several 
adjoining  parishes  into  a  parochial  union.  The  Poole 
union,  which  was  formed  November  2,  1835,  comprised 
the  parish  of  St.  James,  Poole,  with  4  guardians;  the 
parish  of   Canford  Magna,  1 ;    the  parish  of  Lytchett 
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Minster  1 ;  the  parish  of  Ljtchett  Matrarers,  1 ;  the  parish ' 
of  Hamworthjy  1 ;  the  tithing  of  Kingston ,  1 ;  the  tithing- 
of  Parkstone,  1 ;  the  tithing  of  Longfleet,  I.  Total  num- 
ber of  elected  guardians  forming  the  board,  11.  The* 
three  last-named  tithings  belong  to  the  parish  of  Great 
Canfordy  but  keep  their  poor  separately. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  union,  the  expenditure  for  the 
poor  in  each  parish  has  been  considerably  reduced.  The 
following  is  a  statement  of  the  annual  expenditure  in 
parochial  relief  for  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Poole,  in 
different  years: — In  the  year  ending  Lady-day,  1765,  the 
expenditure  was  £637  ISs.  3d.;  in  1770,  it  had  increased 
to  £1062  158.  8|d.;  in  1780,  it  was  somewhat  reduced, 
amounting  to  £946  2s.  9d. ;  in  1790,  it  was  £1602  13^ 
3f  d. ;  and,  in  1800,  it  had  advanced  to  £2577  Is.  2f  d. 
It  continued  varying  a  little,  but  with  about  the  same 
average,  till  after  the  close  of  the  war  in  1815,  when,  as  the 
natural  consequence  of  combined  circumstances,  pauperism 
suddenly  increased  to  a  most  alarming  extent.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  table  of  the  annual  expenditure  in  relief  of  the 
poor  from  1815 ;  together  with  the  actual  amount  of  poor 
rates  levied  in  the  parish  in  the  respective  years : — 

BXPBMDITVRB.  SUMS  LBVIBD. 

£     s»    (L  £     9.    d. 

1815^,  ....  2842    6    8....  2876  18    4 

1816-7,   ....  3696    3  9  ....  3726  11  11 

1817-8,   ....  4529  18  1  . . . .  6309    6  10 

1818^,  ....  3845  15  3  ....  5102  17    « 

1819-20, ....  3534  16  5^....  4170  10    0 

1824-5,   ....3217    8  Oi....4020    9    7 

1829-30,....  3265  13  0....3809    7    9 

1834-5,   ....  2947    9  7  ....  3224  10    4 

The  apparent  discrepancy  between  the  expenditure  of  a 
given  year  and  the  amount  levied  in  that  year,  may  be 
reconciled  by.  the  fact  that  many  payments,  not  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  are  made  out  of  the  poor  rate.    The  ' 
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eountj  rale,  for  iastance,  down  to  the  alteration  in  tbe 
municipal  system,  amounting  to  £200  per  annum,  was 
paid  out  of  the  poor  rate.  It  has  been  succeeded  bj  the 
borough  rate,  paid  from  the  same  fund. 

The  foliowisg  is  a  statement  of  the  total  expenditure  for 
each  parish  in  the  union,  from  the  formatimi  of  the  union 
on  the  2nd  of  November,  1835,  to  the  2&th  of  March, 
1837,  being  a  period  of  seventeen  months ;  together  with 
other  particulars,  shewing  the  comparative  amount  of 
reduction  in  the  expenditure: — 


Charge  vpon 

Arerage  amiiial 

Batioof 

Popula- 

Farfihei. 

exiiendttnre,  bom 

(aniial 

tion  in 

1 

each  parish. 

1833tol83& 

leducUon. 

183L 

£     s.    d. 

£ 

£     t. 

Poole,  ..»••. 

3906  15    4 

3236 

908    3 

6459 

Kinson,    ,  • . . 

343  14    6| 

384 

141    8 

775 

Canford,  • . . . 

405  13    9 

477 

190    3 

876 

Longfleet. .  • . 

283  11    bl 

336 

135  17 

840 

Parkstone,  • , 

131  14    3| 

133 

40    0 

609 

Hamwortbj, . 

117    1     2 

149 

66    8 

306 

LvtcheU       } 
Matravers  5 

182  16    8^ 

277 

142    4 

505 

Lytchett       / 
Minster,  •  •  5 

251  16    1^ 

244 

46    6 

680 

Total,.... 

5023    2  11^ 

5216 

1670    9 

11052 

A  custom  has  prevailed  in  the  parish  of  St.  James, 
Poole,  of  ratii^  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  not  only  houses 
and  land,  but  stock  in  trade ;  and  this  custom  has  occa- 
sionally given  rise  to  protracted  and  expensive  litigation. 
The  relative  proportions  in  which  the  different  species  of 
property  are  assessed  are  as  follows : — In  every  rate  of  3$. 
in  the  pound  on  htki^  and  houses,  the  stock  in  trade  of 
tradesmen  and  the  exports  and  imports  of  merefaants  are 
assessed  at  7s.  6d.  in  every  £100,  and  all  ships  of  30  tons 
and  upwards,  at  3|d.  per  ton. 
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Brief  biographical  notices  of  the  more  distinguished 
individuals  who  have  been  from  time  to  time  officially 
connected  with  Poole,  having  been  already  given  in  the 
course  of  tliis  volume,  it  now  remains  to  speak  of  those  few 
persons  who,  having  the  town  as  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
have  been  distinguished  in  their  lives,  though  not  associ- 
ated with  Poole  by  any  official  tie« 

The  rev.  John  Lewis^  M.A.,  an  eminent  divine  and 
antiquary,  grandson  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Lewis,  vicar  of  Worth, 
in  the  isle  of  Purbeck,  was  bom  here  in  1673,  but  his 
family  having  removed  to  Bristol  soon  after  his  birth,  he 
was  there  baptised.  He  was  educated  at  Exeter  coll<^, 
Oxford,  and  afterwards  returned  to  Poole,  where  he  taught 
grammar.  He  thus  became  acquainted  with  the  rev.  John 
Russell,  at  that  time  minister  of  Poole,  and  a  warm  friend* 
ship  sprung  up  between  them ;  so  much  so,  that  on  Mr. 
Russell  being  appointed  preacher  at  St.  John's,  Wapping, 
he  invited  Mr.  Lewis  to  leave  Poole  and  reside  with  hinu 
Mr.  Russell  being  much  favoured  by  archbishop  Teimison, 
introduced  his  friend  to  that  prelate,  who,  in  1705,  pre- 
ferred him  to  the  vicarage  of  Margate,  Kent,  which  he 
enjoyed  upwards  of  forty  years.  Through  his  acquaintance 
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with  Mr.  Russell,  the  subject  of  our  notice  was  also  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Joseph  Ames,  the  celebrated  author  of 
"Typographical  Antiquities/'  with  whom  he  formed  a 
friendship  that  ended  but  with  the  life  of  Mr.  Lewis.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  by  his  attendance  on  the  lectures  of 
Desaguliers,  in  1720,  Mr.  Ames  also  formed  an  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  [afterwards  sir  Peter]  Thompson,  another 
eminent  native  of  Poole,  which  continued  uninterruptedly 
till  the  death  of  Mr.  Ames,  in  1769.  Sometime  before  the 
year  1790,  Mr.  Lewis,  who  bad  collected  materials  for  a 
history  of  printing*,  suggested  the  idea  of  such  a  work  to 
Mr.  Ames,  who,  after  a  great  number  of  years  spent  in 
collecting  and  arranging  his  materials,  in  which  he  was 
largely  assisted  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  other  learned  friends, 
published,  in  1749,  his  very  valuable  and  accurate  work.4( 
Mr.  Lewis,  who  died  1746,  left  many  MSS.,  particularly 
two  volumes,  in  folio,  of  the  "  History  of  the  Anabaptists,'' 
now  in  the  Bodleian  library.  His  "  Brief  history  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  Anabaptism  in  England,"  with  some 
account  of  Wickliffc,  with  large  additions  in  manuscript, 
prepared  for  the  press ;  and  several  others  of  his  treatises 
of  ecclesiastical  antiquities  so  prepared,  were  purchased, 
at  Mr.  Ames's  sale,  by  Mr.  West.  His  "  Life  of  bishop 
Peacock,"  with  his  manuscript  notes,  was  purdiased  by 
Mr.  Ratcliffe.  Newton's  "  History  of  Maidstone,"  witfi 
Mr.  Lewis's  notes,  calne  subsequently  into  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Gough.  "  Notitia  Diocesis  Cantuariensis,"  "  Col- 
lections for  Kent,"  *<  Antiquities  for  Richborough,  Sand- 
wich, and  Stonar,"  were  purchased  by  Dr.  Coruwallis, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury.    Wickliffe's  New  Testament, 


•  Mr.  Aine«*s  prirate  copy  of  hU  ••  Typograpbical  Antiquities/*  interleaved  with 
a  great  number  of  mauuscrfpt  additions  and  notes,  by  bimself,  togetber  with  the 
pUtes,  blocks,  and  copyright  of  the  same,  were  purchased,  at  the  sale  of  his  library, 
by  his  friend,  sir  Peter  Thompson,  for  £9,  and  by  him  sold  to  Mr.  WiUiam  Herbert, 
who,  1785—90,  published  a  second  edition,  rery  greatly  augmented,  in  three  quarto 
volumes.  The  life  of  Mr.  Ames  prefixed  to  this  edition,  was  compiled  from  memoirs 
furnished  by  sir  Peter  Thoroiisun.  A  third  edition  has  since  appeared,  under  the 
pen  of  the  celebrated  bibliographer.  Dr.  T,  F.  Dibdin. 
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witli  a  Historj  of  the  several  English  translations  of  the 
Bible,  with  a  great  number  of  manuscript  notes  and  ad- 
ditions, was  bought  by  Mr.  Wilcox,  the  bookseller*  Dr. 
Ducarel  had  ^^  A  new  preface  to  Mr.  Lewis's  Historj  of 
Wickliffe,"  an  octavo  volume,  in  the  author's  own  hand 
writing,  and  which  afterwards  came  into  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Nichols.  During  his  lifetime,  Mr.  Lewis  had  pub* 
lished  the  following  works : — 

The  History  of  the  English  Translations  of  the  Bible,  1731,  folio. 
Republished  in  8yo.,  1739. 

A  collection  of  Prayers  for  the  Sick. 

An  Exposition  of  the  Catechism. 

The  Life  of  Mayster  Wyllyam  Caxton,  of  the  weald  of  Kont,  the  first 
printer  in  En^^d,  1737,  8to.  Of  this  rare  volome  (Dr.Dibdin  believes) 
only  150  copies  were  printed,  all  upon  royal  paper.  It  is  a  work  of 
great  value  and  utility,  and  was  of  much  scrrice  to  Dr.  Dibdin,  in  his 
bibliographical  researches. 

The  Life  of  John  Wickliffe,  1740,  Bto. 

Antiquity  and  Use  of  Seals  in  England,  1740,  qto. 

The  Life  of  bishop  Peacock,  1744,  8vo. 

The  History  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  1723,  qto.    Re-printed  in  1736. 

The  History  of  Fevexsham  Abbey,  1727,  qto. 

Mr,  Lewis  was  married ;  and  his  wife  died  suddenly,  of 
apoplexy,  Dec.  IS,  1719,  aged  44.  She  was  buried  in  the 
south  side  of  the  chancel  at  Margate,  where  her  husband 
was  also  interred.  He  erected  a  mural  monument,  with 
an  English  inscription,  to  her  memory ;  and  a  black  slab, 
with  a  Latin  inscription,  has  been  placed  over  the  remains 
of  both. 

The  rev.  Nicholas  Gibbon^  D.D.,  an  eminent  orthodox 
divine,  and  a  firm  adherent  to  the  royal  cause  during  the 
great  rebellion,  was  the  son  of  Nicholas  Gibbon,  of  Heck- 
ford,  a  burgess  of  Poole,  and  was  born  at  Poole,  1605. 
Having  been  entered  at  Queen's  college,  Oxford,  1622,  he 
removed  to  Edmund  hall,  1632,  where  he  proceeded 
D.D.,  1639,  having  been  rector  of  Seven  Oaks,  Keht, 
seven  years.  Steady  and  unwavering  in  his  fidelity  to  the 
church  and  the  throne,  with  a  loyalty  that  no  circumstances 

3  I* 
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could  shake,  and  a  bold  candour  that  ever  forbade  the 
concealment  of  his  sentiments,  he  necessarily  became  one 
of  the  sufferers  from  the  political  and  religious  convulsions 
to  which  the  kingdom  was  subject  in  his^  day ;  and  the 
fortitude  with  which  he  endured  privation  and  distress  of 
great  extremity,  the  uncompromising  integrity  with  which, 
-under  adverse  circumstances,  he  maintained  hb  principles, 
and  the  cheerful  readiness  he  manifested  to  undertake  the 
most  menial  oflBceSt  for  the  subsistence  of  himself  and 
family,  combine  in  forming  a  rare  example  of  enduring 
virtue.  He  was  sequestered  in  1645,  And  after  this, 
1647,  the  king,  who  greatly  esteemed  him,  sent  for  him 
to  the  isle  of  Wight.  His  attachment  to  his  sovereign 
— an  attachment  which  appears  to  have  been  reciprocal — 
occasioned  his  being  turned  out  of  Seven  Oaks,  with  a 
family  of  eleven  children.  He  then  rented  a  piece  of  land 
at  £4  per  annum,  tilling  it  with  his  own  hands.  He  drove 
his  plough  himself,  his  second  son,  Dr,  Nicholas  Gibbon, 
afterwards  a  noted  physician  at  Lyme  Regis  and  Weymouth, 
holdmg  it.  But  he  was  afterwards  obliged  to  give  up  his 
land,  and  lived  with  a  firmer  as  his  servant.  Even  in  this 
obscure  condition,  he  was  not  free  from  persecution. 
Seing  seized,  he  was  brought  before  the  committee  in  Kent 
for  examination.  They  asked  him  how  he  spent  his  time  i 
be  answered,  that  by  day  he  wrought  for  his  master,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  night  he  spent  in  study;  and. he  then 
shewed  them  his  hands,  callous  and  hard  with  labour. 
Some  pitied,  others  derided  him ;  to  whom  he  made  this 
spirited  and  noble  return,  ^^Mailem  callum  in  manu  quam 
in  conscientid.**  The  result  of  this  examination  was,  that 
the  committee  tendered  him  the  covenant  for  subscription, 
accompanied  by  a  promise  of  his  living.  Uninfluenced 
alike  by  temptation  or  by  menace,  he  at  once  rejected  the 
offer.  He  afterwards  encountered  great  difficulties;  but 
was  eventually  presented  to  the  rectory  of  Corfe  Castle, 
though  not  admitted  to  it  till  after  the  restoration.    He 
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died  and  was  buried  there,  1697,  aged  92.  He  wrote 
several  works  on  divinity^  of  which  a  list  is  given  in 
Wood's  Athenee. 

Sir  Peter  Thompson^  knt,,  F.tl.S.,  and  F^A^S.,  the  third 
son  of  captain  Thomas  Thompsoni  of  Poole,  was  bom 
there  Oct.  30, 1698,  and  died  Oct.  31,  1770.  Sir  Peter 
Was  an  eminent  Hamburgh  merchant,  engaged  in  mercan^ 
tile  business  more  than  forty  years,  during  which  period 
he  chiefly  resided  in  mill  street,  Bermondsey,  Surrey*  He 
was  included  in  the  commission  of  the  peace,  and  was 
appointed  high  sheriff  of  that  county^  1745*  Upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  he  presented  to 
the  king  a  loyal  address  and  association  from  the  county, 
and  on  that  occasion  received  the  honour  of  knighthood* 
He  represented  the  borough  of  St.  Albans  in  parliament 
from  1747  to  1754.  Endowed  with  great  humanity  and 
good  natural  parts,  he  supplied  the  want  of  a  liberal 
education  by  a  conversation  with  men  and  books;  and 
made  it  his  choice,  in  1763,  to  withdraw  from  the  engage* 
roents  of  commercial  affairs,  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  studious  retirement  and  reflection,  and  the 
conversation  of  his  friendS)  in  the  place  of  his  birth.  Here 
he  lived,  respected  by  all  ranks  for  his  aflability  and 
benevolence.  In  1746,  he  built  a  handsome  house,  in  an 
agreeable  situation  in  market  street,  and  generally  resided 
there  till  his  death.  At  a  great  expense  he  formed  a 
capital  collection  of  books,  manuscripts,  fossils,  and  other 
literary  and  antiquarian  curiosities*  This  valuable  library 
and  museum,  by  the  bequest  of  sir  Peter,  became  the 
property  of  his  kinsman  and  heir,  Peter  Thompson,  esq., 
captain  of  the  company  of  grenadiers  in  the  Siu*rey  militia. 
The  house  b  now  the  property  and  residence  of  Mr.  George 
Kemp.  Sir  Peter  was  a  lover  of  our  national  antiquities, 
and  many  years  Fellow  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian 
Societies.     He  collected,  with  great  care  and  expense, 
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&lici«it  recuMs  relating  to  Poole,  both  from  the  public 
offices  in  London,  as  well  as  from  the  archives  in  the  town, 
which  he  kindly  communicated  to  the  rer.  John  Hutchins, 
when  that  gentleman  was  engaged  in  his  Historjr  of 
Dorsetshire.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Haseldine,  dving  a  few  days 
before  him,  Oct.  26,  they  were  both  interred  together,  as 
his  elder  brother,  and  Mr.  Haseldine,  had  been,  some 
years  before,  in  the  churchyard  of  Poole.  Sir  Peter  was 
admitted  a  burgess  of  Poole,  June  6, 1744, 

Robert  Rogert,  an  eminent  merchant  of  London,  and 
especially  distinguished  by  the  munificent  charitable 
bequests  contained  in  his  will,  of  whidi  mention  has  been 
already  made,  was  a  native  of  Poole>  He  founded  the 
alms  houses  in  west  street. 

The  honourable  and  astonishing  exploits  of  captains 
JoUiffe  and  Tkompton,  both  natives  of  Poole,  have  been 
recorded  in  a  previous  page. 
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From  the  nature  of  the  plan  that  has  been  adopted^ 
throughout  this  volume,  of  bringing  down  to  the  present 
day,  the  notices  of  each  separate  branch  of  historical  or 
topographical  inquiry,  it  necessarily  follows  that  little  b 
now  to  be  added,  in  order  to  lay  before  the  reader  the 
octual  present  state  of  Poole*  It  remains  merely  to  give 
a  few  miscellaneous  notices  of  matters  not  immediately 
included  in  the  regular  series  of  subjects  that  form  the 
body  of  the  work. 

The  town  of  Poole  presents  to  the  stranger  a  very 
favourable  appearance.  The  streets  are,  in  general,  wide, 
well  paved,  and  remarkably  clean :  the  houses,  substantially 
and  comfortably  built,  indicate  more  than  an  average 
degree  of  respectability  on  the  part  of  the  occupiers ;  and 
the  many  alterations  effected  during  the  last  few  years, 
have  materially  improved  the  more  striking  features  of 
the  town.  Amongst  the  public  improvements  may  be 
mentioned  the  direct  and  pleasing  entrance,  by  which  the 
old  awkwardly  circuitous  way  of  approaching  the  town 
has  been  superseded, — the  increased  facility  of  communi- 
cation to  the  westward,  by  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across 
the  channel  between  Poole  and  Hamworthy, — the  widen- 
ing and  other  improvements  of  the  streets, — the  extension 
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and  augmented  accommodation  of  the  admirable  line  of 
quays,~the  enlargement  of  the  market  place^ — atod  th« 
J^e-«rection  of  the  parish  churchy  followed  by  the  founda^ 
lion  of  the  chuf  ch  of  Sti  Paul,  and  of  a  cfaui^h  in  each  of 
the  three  outljibg  haml^.  These  public  improrementsi 
With  others,  have  beto  effected  within  the  last  tw^y  yearsy 
atid  are  in  addition  to  that  general  enhancement  of  appear* 
ance  that  has  naturally  resulted  (rom  the  increase  of 
population,  and  the  expansion  of  private  spirit  and 
speculation* 

Population^ — t*h6  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Poole,  by  the  census  of  1831,  was  8216.  The  popular 
tion  of  the  different  districts  in  1801,  ISII,  1821,  and  1^1, 
according  to  the  census  of  the  respective  years,  was  as 
follows  t— 

IfiOl    iAvenaeofiMl 
lOOl    property inl«15 


1801 

1811 

St.  James,  Poole, 

Longfleet, 

Parkstone, 

Hamwortby, .... 

4761 
504 
206 
330 

4816* 

485 
231 

288 

Total,  .. 

5801 

5820 

1821 


6d90f 
810 
385 
813 


7898 


6458; 
840 
609- 
308 


8216 


£10,870 

1,604 

729 

793 


i^i^M. 


£ld,986 


The  present  population  of  the  borough  (1837)  is  esti** 
estimated  at  10,091. 

Some  particulars  relative  to  the  population  of  the  ancient 
borough  of  Poqle,  in  1573,  are  given  p.  103,  and  that  the 


*  In  1811,  there  were  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  2143  nudes,  1673  fennks,  total 
4816.  The  hotJses  were  1029  inhabited.  8  building,  and  28  uninhabited,  total  1050. 
The  1029  Inhabited  houses  were  occupied  by  1104  funUies,  of  whom  1032  weie 
employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  or  handicrafts,  and  none  in  agriculture. 

■f  In  1821.  there  were  in  the  same  parish,  8014  males,  8976  fernaks,  total  630O.  The 
inhabited  houses  were  1118,  17  building,  and  05  uninhabited,  total  1290.  The  inhab- 
ited houses  were  occupied  by  1378  families,  of  whom  1311  were  employed  in  tiwie^ 
manufiictiires,  or  handicrafts,  and  2  chiefly  in  agriculture. 

t  In  1881,  tlM  popolatioii  of  the  same  parish  was,  males,  2684»  ffiiilfgi  88^15,  total 
84H^ 


fir^ 


^•■■•w* 
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number  there  mentioned  (1373)  is  the  correct  amount  of 
the  inhabitancy  at  that  period,  is  evident  from  the  institu;* 
tion  of  a  comparison  between  the  parish  registers  about 
that  date  and  those  of  more  recent  years,  in  which  the 
unquestionable  number  of  the  inhabitants  has  been 
ascertained. 

The  parochial  register  of  St.  James,  Poole,  is  of  a  very 
early  date,  commencing  In  the  very  year  (1638)  in  which 
that  important  document  was  officially  instituted  by  the 
order  of  lord  Cromwell.4^  Many  of  the  early  pages  of 
the  baptisms  are  in  so  dilapidated  a  condition,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  decipher  the  contents.  The  following  is  a 
statement  of  the  numbers  at  various  periods  s — 


The  arerage 

• 

Te*n. 

Baptisms. 

Marriages. 

Barials 

of  10  Tears 
ending 

Marriages. 

Buritli. 

1790 

101 

63 

101 

1660 

60 

9 

90 

1800 

189 

49 

133 

leoo 

38 

16 

80 

1810 

112 

39 

89 

1664 

47 

19 

37 

1820 

163 

61 

97 

1700 

49 

17 

80 

In 

1740 

73 

34 

98 

1830 

191 

66 

143 

1780 

64 

42 

84 

1836 

187 

61 

132 

•  The  general  adoption  of  parochi^  regislcrs  of  births,  marriages,  an4  burials,  di^ 
■ot  tak«  place  in  England  at  so  early  a  petiod  as  in  some  other  Boropean  Stales.  In 
Spain,  for  instance,  it  appears  that  these  records  were  institute^  by  cardinal  Ximenes, 
in  the  year  1497,  in  order  to  remedy  the  disorders  arising  trom  the  fluency  of 
^iroroes  In  that  country ;  whilst  the  eafli^  period  at  ^bich  we  <ind,  in  Bngland» 
any  decisive  authority  for  the  regular  keeping  of  parochial  registers,  is  in  the  year 
U88,  aoth  Henry  VIII;,  soon  alter  Thomas,  lord  Cromwell,  was  appointed  the 
king's  Tieegerent  for  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction.  In  this  capacity,  he  issued  several 
injunctions  to  the  dergy,  one  of  which  ordains  that  "every  ofBdating  minister 
shal),  for  every  church,  keep  a  book^  wherein  he  ahall  register  every  marriage^ 
christeuing,  and  burial."  The  injunction  goes  on  to  direct  the  time  and  manner  in 
which  such  entries  shall  be  made,  omission  of  which  is  made  penal.  Sundry  procla* 
mations  and  orders  were  subsequently  issued  to  enforce  the  proper  degree  of  attention 
to  be  paid  to  this  injunction,  but  it  nevertheless  appears  to  have  been  very  imperfiMtly 
Tffarded,  and  the  registers  were  subsequently  found  to  be  so  greatly  neglected, 
t|iat  Elisabeth  rendered  imperative  a  law  whiph  forbade  any  other  substanee  than 
parchment  being  used  in  the  preservation  of  the  parish  registers.  This  order  was  th« 
more  necessary,  as  the  principal  ground  upon  which  the  negligence  of  the  culpable 
ofBccrs  was  overlooked  was,  that  the  registers,  being  formerly  kept  on  loose  and  det 
tsphed  sheets  of  paper,  were  not  only  mislaid  and  lost,  but  also  decayed  and  destroyed 
by  age,  damp,  and.  pcffhaps,  by  means  less  (iUr  than  these.  This  injonetioo,  with 
others  iisucd  by  the  same  sovereign  in  the  1st,  7th,  and  99th  jtvn  o(  her  xeign, 
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Tho  early  registers  of  baptisms  give,  amongst  otUer 
particulars,  the  names  of  the  sponsors ;  thus,  ^  1557» 
Thomas  Lambard  the  son  off  Thomas  Lambard  wasse 
baptised  by  s'  brysse  tayler  y^  xxi  daye  of  October  god* 
fathers  John  Scry uyn  Synthyn  Rede  and  godmother  Marye 
Lambard."  But  in  168iB,  the  entries  were  much  simplified, 
and  ran  in  the  following  style : — **  22  Sept.  Edward  Man 
the  sone  of  Edward  Man  was  baptized^** 

Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  regist^,  the 
following  entry  of  a  marriage  occurs: — ^^^1539.  Mast^ 
John  Horssey  knyght  of  the  p'ysshe  of  Clyfflon  was  maryd 
to  Edith  Stocker  the  wyffe  late  off  John  Stocker  m'chawnte 
of  Pole  the  xiiij  day  of  December  be  p'vylegge  gevyn  by 
owr  sup'me  hedd  of  the  chyrche  of  Ingelonde  kynge 
Henry  the  viij*." 

In  the  register  of  marriages,  the  following  entry  occurs 
under  date  of  June  17,  16&8: — <^  John  Hanne  late  of  die 
parish  of  Maugin  in  Cornwall  now  of  wiinbome  in  Dorset 
gent'  and  Mary  Arrendell  daught'  of  Tho!  Arrendell  gent' 
deceased  was  lawfully  published  in  the  markett  place  and 
no  objection  to  the  contrarie.'* 

Local  Taxation. — ^The  pressure  of  local  taxation  in  the 
town  of  Poole  is  by  no  means  so  heavy  as  in  other  similar 
towns.  The  poor  rate  in  the  old  borough,  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years,  has  been  levied  on  an  annual  average  of 
8s.  2d.  in  the  £  on  land  and  houses,  but  as  these  have 
hitherto  been  assessed  only  at  about  two^irds  of  the  real 


eanted  tomtwhat  bettor  Kgwd  to  Iw  paid  to  tbeto  important  reoorda.  StiU,  in  many 
parta  of  England  they  were  very  negligently  and  imperfectly  kept  until  late  years, 
and  being  in  tbe  euatody  of  the  churchwardena,  who  changed  fVom  year  to  year,  old 
registers  were  frequently  lost  or  destroyed.  As  a  recent  instance,  in  Northampton- 
shire, a  piece  of  an  old  pariah  register  was  not  long  since  found  upon  the  pillow  of  a 
lace  maker,  with  the  pattern  of  her  work  pricked  upon  it.  Since  the  year  1813, 
Teglaters  are  appointed  to  be  uniformly  kept  throughout  the  kingdom,  and«  perhi^M, 
with  few  exceptions,  they  are  so  kept  with  great  care. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  no  parochial  agisters  were  kept  in  England  before  the 
injunction  of  lord  Cromwell ;  for  there  are  many  instances  to  attest  that  like  recorda 
were  preaerred  in  aeveral  parishes.  Thus  the  parish  register  of  Coombe  Keynet,  the 
euUctt  ia  the  ooonty  of  Dorset,  commenoct  so  cariy  at  the  year  150S. 
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annual  value»  the  actual  assessment  has  been  at  the  rate  of 
5s.  6d.  only  in  the  £  on  the  rental ;  and  a  reduction  on  this 
amount  has  been  effected  since  the  formation  of  the  paro« 
chial  union  under  the  poor  law  amendment  act. 

The  enactment  of  a  law  rendering  the  landlords  of  small 
tenements  liable  to  payment  of  the  poor  rate  would  operate 
in  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  annual  rate  of  assessment^ 
in  this  parish,  as  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  houses  assessed 
have  been  ordinarily  excused  on  account  of  the  poverty 
of  the  occupiers ;  so  that  on  an  assessment  of  3s.  in  the  £» 
which  is  the  usual  rate,  amounting  to  about  £2000,  little 
more  than  £1300  is  actually  collected;  but  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  such  a  measure  are  very  questionable  on 
other  considerations. 

The  borough  rate  is  included  in  the  poor  rate. 

A  church  rate  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  £,  towards  paying  off  the 
principal  and  interest  of  a  debt  contracted  at  the  time  of 
rebuilding  the  church,  is  annually  collected,  under  an  act 
of  parliament ;  and  will  continue  payable  until  about  the 
vear  1856.  A  rate  of  about  9d.  in  the  £,  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  church,  is  also  annually  collected.  Stock 
in  trade,  shipping,  and  exports  and  imports,  have  been 
also  assessed  in  these  rates.4^ 

The  lighting  rate  amounts  to  6d.  in  the  £,  per  annum. 

There  is  also  a  scavenger's  rate,  which  produces  about 
£350  per  annum. 

Communications. — ^The  facilities  of  communication  be- 
tween Poole  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  are  very 
convenient ;  and  the  number  of  coaches  that  now  daily 
arrive  and  depart,  connecting  the  town  with  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  the  rapidity  of  their  journeying,  and  the 


•  Whilst  this  theti  WM  going  through  the  prets,  the  parishioners  assembled 
ia  Tcstry,  nnanimonsly  agreed  that,  for  the  Aiture,  stock  in  trade,  shipping,  and 
exports  and  tmporto,  should  not  be  assessed  to  the  poor  rate,  and  these  descriptions 
of  property  are  consequently  exempted  from  contributing  to  any  assessment  in  the 
parish.  This  determinatian  will  prevent  the  re^tation  of  a  much  litigated  question, 
and  will,  probably,  tend  to  promote  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  town. 

3  M 
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punctuality  of  their  arrival^  are  favourably  contrasted  with 
the  fact,  that  a  few  years  since,  the  mail  coach  was  the  only 
established  regular  mode  of  communication,  arriving  three 
hours  later,  and  departing  two  hours  earlier,  than  at  the 
present  time.  Wagons,  also,  for  the  conveyance  of  goods, 
to  and  from  any  part  of  the  country,  regularly  arrive  in  and 
depart  from  this  town.  Packets,  likewise,  constantly  ply 
between  Poole,  London,  Portsmouth,  Southampton,  Swan« 
age,  Wareham,  and  other  ports;  and  an  improvement  in  the 
communication  by  water,  by  the  adoption  of  navigation  by 
steam  packets  between  the  four  ports  first  named,  has  been 
jusf  effected.  There  is  a  packet  also  that  sails  to,  and 
returns  from,  the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey. 

The  London  and  general  mail  arrives  at  nine  o'clock, 
a.m«,  and  leaves  at  five,  p.m.  The  Wareham  and  Isle  of 
Purbeck  mail  leaves  at  half  past  eight,  a.m.,  and  arrives  at 
half  past  five,  p.  m. 

Education* — The  institutions  in  Poole,  for  gratuitous 
education,  are  the  schools  established  in  connection  with 
the  national  society,  and  the  Sunday  schools  founded  in 
connection  with  the  parish  church  of  St.  James,  the  church 
of  St.  Paul,  and  the  different  dissenting  congregations. 

The  national  school  is  situated  at  Perry-garden ;  it  is  a 
large  building  well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  was  erected 
in  1836,  from  funds  raised  for  that  object,  to  which  the 
corporation  contributed  £100,  and  the  national  society 
£150,  the  remainder  being  provided  by  private  subscript 
tions.  The  school  is  supported  by  private  contributions, 
aided  by  the  proceeds  of  Harbin's  charity.  There  are 
now  educated  in  the  school,  137  boys  and  96  girls. 
[r.  p.  408.] 

The  Sunday  school  established  in  connection  with  the 
parish  t^hurch  of  St.  James,  has  been  already  spoken  of 
amongst  the  other  endowed  charities,    [r.  p.  412.2 

A  Sunday  school  was  founded  in  connection  with  the 
church  of  St.  Paul,  immediately  after  the  opening  of  that 
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building'.  It  is  supported  by  private  contributioas,  and 
about  200  children  are  educated  in  it. 

There  is  a  Savings  Bank  in  the  town,  of  which  Mr. 
J.  B.  Bloomfield  is  the  actuary.  At  the  period  of  the  last 
annual  report,  viz.  in  1837,  there  were  659  depositors,  the 
aggregate  of  whose  deposits  amounted  to  £26,847  16s. 

A  room  in  a  private  house  in  Barber's  piles,  has  been  set 
apart  as  a  Masonic  Hall;  a  lodge  of  freemasons  having 
been  founded  here  April  5,  1765,  being  the  Lodge  of 
Amity,  No.  160.* 

*  In  thii  loUge  It  preterycd  a  memorial  of  one  of  the  most  striking  instanoet  on 
record,  of  the  preralence  of  masonic  sympathy ;  and  which  occured  in  the  experience 
of  one  of  the  brethren  of  the  lodge.  Tliis  memorial  is  a  biscuit  of  coarse  bread, 
preserved  in  a  glass  frame,  and  hung  up  in  the  lodge,  with  the  following  inscription  :— 

**  This  biscuit  is  presoryed  by  the  Lodge  of  Amity,  as  a  memorial  of  their  gratttude 
and  brotherly  affection  for  Jacqoea  de  Bon,  captain  of  the  *Junon,*  French  privateer,  of 
St.  Maloes,  who  captured  at  sea,  on  the  13th  of  December,  at  1 1  a. m.  1813,  in  lat.  iS^  50* 
N..  long.  TOo  W.,  the  brig  *  Oak',  of  Poole,  brother  Stephen  Pack,  master,  belonging 
to  brothers  G.  W.  Ledgard  and  John  Gosse,  on  her  passage  from  Bilboa  to  Poole, 
who,  after  treating  him  and  his  crew  with  every  mark  of  kindness,  returned  him  hia 
vessel,  and  sent  on  board  a  dog  (which  before  had  been  taken  from  a  brother)  witk 
this  biscuit  suspended  by  a  string  round  his  neck,  signifying  that  he  would  not  keep 
a  toother's  dog  in  bond^e,  nor  see  him  want  bread. 

'*  Thus  the  man  who  holds  forth  his  hand  for  the  relief  of  his  necessitous  brethren, 
is  amply  repaid  by  the  gratitude  of  those  whom  he  rdieves,  by  the  approbation  of 
his  own  mind,  and  by  the  favour  of  that  Omnipotent  Being,  who  fills  all  space,  and 
whose  omniscient  eye  cannot  behold  such  a  bright  display  of  masonic  riitues, 
-without  assenting  his  dlTine  and  eTerlasting approbation." 

The  occurrence  thus  commemorated,  was  related  at  the  lodge  on  the  19th  'of 
December,  IBIS,  after  another  somewhat  similar  instance  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
fraternal  regard  and  philanthropic  charity,  inculcated  by  masonry,  had  preraikd  over 
the  usi^es  of  warfare,  in  the  conduct  of  the  aame  capt  de  Bon,  had  been  detailed. 
The  relation  is  thus  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  lodge:—*' Our  R.W.M.,  O.  W. 
Ledgard,  related  another  pleasing  anecdote  of  the  same  person,  capt  Jacques  de  Bon : 
vis.  a  vessel  of  his,  having  been  captued  by  the  *Jnnon*,  about  a  wedc  after  the  capture 
of  our  Guernsey  brother's  ^vesssel,  the  master,  brother  Stephen  Pack,  instantly  on 
the  coming  on  board  of  the  prise-master,  discovered  himself  to  be  a  mason  to  him,  who 
also  happened  to  be  one ;  he  took  one  turn  on  the  dedL,  and  then  came  and  shook  brother 
Pack  by  the  hand,  and  told  him  he  would  not  carry  him  a  prisoner  to  France.  Ue 
then  hailed  the  privateer  and  received  an  answer,  but  what,  brother  Pack  could  not  say 
(not  understanding;  French).  Ue  was  then  ordered  on  board  the  privateer,  where  he 
received  the  same  brotherly  kindness  from  capt  de  Bon.  who  imnediatelj  lestPied 
him  to  his  vessel,  and  told  him  to  make  the  beat  of  his  way  for  England.  In  getting 
into  his  boat  to  return  on  board  his  own  vessel,  the  Frenchmen,  he  observed,  were  reiy 
careftil  in  putting  a  little  dog  also  in  the  boat  Brother  Pack  told  them  be  did  not 
want  the  dog,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  it,  but  they  persisted  in  putting  it  on  board 
bis  vesa^  After  the  Frenchman  had  quitted  him  for  good,  he  observed  sonifihing 
hanging  to  the  neck  of  this  little  dog,  and  on  examination,  he  found  it  to  be  a  oke  of 
bread,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle,  and  was  tied  round  the  dog's  neck  with  a  ropeyam* 
Thia  dog,  brother  Pack  afterwaida  Ibnnd,  belonged  to  a  captain  Storey,  who  was  also 
a  brother,  and  who  had  been  captured,  and  again  released,  a  few  dayi  previous  to 
brother  Pack's  capture  by  our  kind  brother  De  Bon. 
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A  LL  the  municipal  privileges  of  Poole  were  formerly 
confined  to  the  parish  of  St«  James ;  but  in  1832,  by  the 
boundary  act,  which  was  coincident  with  the  parliament 
tary  reform  act,  the  chapelry  of  Hamworthy,  the  hamlet 
of  ParkstonCy  and  the  tithing  of  Longfleet,  were  added  to 
the  old  borough,  for  parliamentary  purposes ;  and  by  the 
municipal  corporation  act,  in  1835,  that  district  also  be* 
came  an  integral  portion  of  the  borough,  for  all  municipal 
purposes.  These  places  constitute  a  territory,  contiguous 
to  and  surrounding  the  old  borough,  Hamworthy  being 
separated  from  the  town  by  a  narrow  channel  of  the 
harbour, 

HAMWORTHY. 

The  name  of  Hamworthy,  etymologically  considered,  is 
admirably  descriptive  of  its  situation.  *  Ham,*  derived 
originally  from  ^  himmel'  the  heavens,  or  over-canopy  sky, 
denoted  first  a  covering  or  shelter,  and  so  came  to  signify 
a  home,  a  house,  or  a  hamlet ;  and  *  worthy,'  anciently 
^  wearth,'  designated  a  place  situated  between  two  rivers,  or, 
as  old  Verstegan  has  it,  <<  the  nook  of  land  where  two 
waters  passing  by  the  two  sides  thereof,  do  enter  the  one 
into  the  other/'  Thus  these  two  Saxon  words,  describing 
a  hamlet  between  two  waters,  denote,  as  accurately  as 
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concisely,  the  local  peculiarity  of  Hamworthy,  which  is  thus 
graphically  delineated  by  Leland,  <<  there  lyith  agayn  the 
kay  [of  Poole,]  a  point  of  land,  as  a  causey,  after  the 
facion  of  a  brode  swerd  with  a  sharp  ;  the  poynte  is  agayn 
towarde  the  town,  and  the  broad  part  hangynge  up  to  the 
land,  and  by  this  causey  men  cum  from  Lichet  to  the 
fery." 

Ham  worthy  is  erroneously  described  in  the  boundary 
act  as  a  parish,  it  being  a  chapelry,  tithing,  and  hamlet,  in 
the  parish  of  Sturminster  Marshall ;  maintaining  its  own 
poor.  It  is  situated  in  Cogdean  hundred,  and  b  now  a 
separate  manor,  divided  into  Higher  and  Lower  Ham, 
though  it  anciently  followed  the  fortunes  of  Sturminster 
Marshall,  and  together  with  that  manor,  was  amongst  the 
possessions  of  archbishop  Stigand,  in  the  time  of  Edward 
the  confessor,  and,  after  the  conquest,  was  granted  to  Roger 
de  Belmont.  It  was  afterwards,  as  we  find  by  inquisitions  of 
the  36th  Ed.  III.,  and  5th  Hen.  Yl.,  possessed,  together 
with  Sturminster,  by  the  family  of  the  Turbervilles,  who 
had  large  estates  at  Bere  Regis  and  the  neighbourhood. 
In  the  17th  Ed.  111.,  John  de  Beauchamp  held  a  knight's 
fee  here :  and  8th  Hen.  IV.,  John  Plecy  held  one  carucate 
of  land,  in  South  Ham,  juxta  Poole,  of  the  inheritance  of 
the  earl  of  Sarum,  a  mmor ;  a  third  of  a  messuage  in 
Sturminster  Marshall,  of  the  inheritance  of  Thomas  Gorges, 
a  minor ;  and  six  acres  and  a  half  of  land,  of  William 
Stourton,  as  of  his  manor  of  Tarent-Yilers.  Mr.  Coker 
says,  that  a  branch  of  the  Carys,  or  Carews,  had  inhabited 
here  for  some  descents.  They  were  seated  here  till  Hen* 
VI II.,  and  derive  their  descent  from  Thomas,  third  son  of 
John  Carew,  of  Anthony,  in  Cornwall,  a  younger  branch  of 
the  Carews  of  Haccomb,  co.  Devon.  From  1646  to  1663, 
Mr.  Carew's  old  rents  of  a  manor  house  here,  value  £14 
per  annum,  and  his  farm  were  sequestered.  There  still 
remains  at  Higher  Ham,  a  large  ancient  house,  once  the 
seat  of  the  family,  but  for  many  years  past  turned  into  a 
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farmhouse.  Lower  Ham  seems  to  have  formed  at  one  time, 
a  small  separate  manor :  for  7th  Eliz.,  Thomas,  son  of 
John  Worslej,  held  the  manor  of  South  Ham,  or  Ham* 
worthy,  20  messuages,  10  tofts,  and  410  acres  of  land,  of 
the  manor  of  Canford,  by  suit  of  court  at  the  hundred  of 
Cockdene,  and  43s.  rent :  and  left  Frances,  bis  daughter 
and  heir,  married  to  Lionel  Tichbome,  €P/.  30.  14th  Ch. 
L  two  parts  of  this  manor  were  granted  inter  alia^  to  Bryan 
Williams  and  Richard  Bingham,  for  21  yeiu^,  by  reason 
of  the  recusancy  of  —  Carew,  if  it  remained  so  long  in  the 
king's  hands*  Both  these  manors  seem  afterwards  to  have 
come  again  to  the  Carews,  who  conveyed  them,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  last  century,  to  the  Webbs,  of  Canford, 
and  thev  have  since  descended  with  that  manor. 

The  chapel  is  a  new  building,  having  heea  erected  in 
1^16,  and  stands  at  the  east  end  of  Higher  Ham,  near  the 
mansion  house,  on  the  site  occupied  by  the  ruins  of  the  old 
chapel ;  which  was  ruined  in  the  civil  wars,  and  only  the 
walls  remained,  until  the  present  edifice  was  raised.  The 
ruins  denoted  the  old  chapel  to  have  been  a  small  ancient 
fabric,  consisting  of  a  chancel,  body,  and  a  small  turret  at 
the  west  end.  It  was  64  feet  in  length  by  17  feet  in  width. 
The  inhabitants  continued  to  bury  in  the  chapel  and  chapel 
yard.  The  present  chapel  is  a  neat  structure,  and  the 
foundation  stone  was  laid,  Sep.  8, 1825,  by  the  hon.  W. 
F.  S.  Ponsonby,  and  it  was  consecrated  August  17,  1826, 
by  the  right  rev.  Dr.  John  Kaye,  bishop  of  Bristol. 

This  chapelry  is  part  of  the  vicarage  of  Sturminster 
Marshall,  of  which  tlie  provost  and  fellows  of  Eton  college 
are  the  patrons,  and  the  rev.  Dr.  Matthew  Irving  is  the 
present  incumbent.  In  the  return  to  the  commission  of 
1650,  it  was  stated  that  the  church  was  pulled  down  in  the 
late  wars,  for  the  preservation  of  the  Poole  garrison :  that 
it  was  five  miles  distant  from  Sturminster,  to  which  it 
belonged ;  that  it  was  near  to  Poole,  and  two  miles  distant 
from  any  other  churdi  or  chapel,  and  fit  to  be  united 
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to  Poole;  that  the  value  of  tbe  parsonage  was  £13  6s»  8d.y 
which,  since  the  chapel  was  pulled  down,  was  for  the 
most  part  received  by  Mr.  Hardy,  of  Sturminster,  and  the 
rest  disposed  of  for  ministers  who  came  sometimes  from 
Lytchett  and  Poole ;  that  four  or  five  years  after  the 
chapel  was  pulled  down,  the  profits  of  the  parish  were 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  garrison  of  Poole,  and  afterwards 
one  year's  tithe  was  paid  to  Mr.  Haddesley,  then  minister 
of  Poole. 

No  donations  or  charitable  benefits  have  been  given  to 
or  belong  to  this  place. 

The  estimated  annual  value  of  real  property  in  Ham* 
worthy,  in  the  year  1815,  was  £793. 

The  chapelry  of  Hamworthy  does  not  extend  over  the 
whole  of  the  peninsula  on  which  it  is  situated,  a  portion  of 
which,  at  the  extreme  point,  appertains  to  the  parish  of  St. 
James,  Poole,  and  is  locally  known  as  the  Ham  side.  The 
boundary  between  Hamworthy  and  the  parish  of  St.  James, 
is  denoted  by  a  stone  erected  there  some  years  since.  This 
part  of  the  parish  of  St.  James  is  used  as  a  ballast  quay, 
at  which  vessels  load  and  discharge  ballast,  of  which  at 
times  very  large  quantities  are  deposited  here.  There 
are,  both  here  and  in  the  adjoining  portion  of  Hamworthy, 
spacious  yards  in  which  ship«building  is  carried  on  to  a 
considerable  extent. 

The  communication  across  the  channel  dividing  Ham* 
worthy  from  the  town,  was,  for  several  centuries,  by  means 
of  a  ferry,  belonging  to  the  corporation.  The  most  ancient 
document  extant  regarding  this  ferry  is  a  lease,  dated  in 
1541,  by  which  the  ferry  and  passage  house  were  demised 
to  John  Henbury,  for  51  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  a 
couple  of  capons.  The  ferry  is  still  continued,  and  the 
lessee  is  entitled  to  one  penny  per  quarter  from  every 
householder,  and  one  half-penny  for  the  passage  of  every 
stranger.  The  collection  from  the  householders  is  made 
quarterly  through  the  town. 


400  THE   NEW  DISTRICT* 

The  project  of  a  bridge  to  make  the  connection  between 
Hamworthy  and  Poole  more  intimate  was  frequently  sug* 
gested,  but  was  not  carried  into  execution  until  very 
recently,  when  a  company  having  been  formed  for  the 
purpose,  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained,  under  which 
an  elegant  wooden  bridge  has  been  erected  somewhat 
farther  up  the  harbour  than  the  old  ferry,  in  order  that  as 
little  obstruction  as  possible  should  be  offered  to  the  ship- 
ping. The  bridge  is  constructed  on  the  swivel  principle 
80  as  to  afford  easy  passage  to  vessels*  By  the  erection  of 
this  bridge,  and  the  contemporaneous  alteration  of  some  of 
the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  town  of  Poole  has 
been  rendered  a  thoroughfare,  and  the  distance  between  it 
and  Blandford,  Wareham,  and  other  towns  to  the  west,  les- 
sened by  about  two  miles.   The  bridge  was  opened  in  1837« 

PARKSTONE. 

Parkstone  is  a  hamlet  in  the  tithing  of  Kinson,  in  the 
parish  of  Great  Canford,  maintaining  its  own  poor.  The 
village  of  Parkstone  is  delightfully  situated,  and  from  its 
scenic  beauties,  convenient  distance  from  the  town,  and  its 
proximity  to  the  sea,  it  has,  within  the  last  few  years,  been 
much  frequented,  so  that  its  population  is  rapidly  increasing. 

It  was  in  Parkstone  that  lord  Mountjoy  established  his 
copperas  and  alum  works :'  and  after  these  went  to  decay, 
salterns  were  constructed  there ;  but  these  also  are  now  in 
ruins,  not  having  been  worked  for  many  years. 

Parkstone  was  without  a  church  until  very  recently ;  and 
for  all  ecclesiastical  purposes  the  inhabitants  had  to  resort 
to  the  church  of  Canford,  five  miles  distant.  The  tithes* 
however,  have  been  paid  to  the  impropriate  rectors  of 
Poole  from  time  immemorial,  but  there  is  no  document 
extant  touching  the  title  to  this  impropriation.  In  the 
return  for  the  church  of  Canford  to  the  commission  of  1650, 
the  following  passage  occurs  relative  to  the  tithes  of  Park- 
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-stone  and  Longfleet ; — 

'^And  whereas  there  is  over  and  above  the  above  said, 
the  tjthes  of  Parkson  and  Longfleete,  being  within  this 
parish  of  Great  Canford,  which  said  tythe  is  paid  to  Poole, 
in  what  right  we  know  not^  to  the  value  of  twenty  pounds 
per  annum  or  upwards ;  and  We  do  desire  that  it  may  be 
paid  to  our  own  minister,  being  in  our  own  parish." 

It  was  asserted  in  a  case  drawn  for  the  opinion  of 
counsel  for  an  appeal  by  the  inhabitants  of  Parkstone* 
against  the  pa3rment  of  church  rates  to  Kinson,  that  Park« 
stone  was  said  in  the  records  of  Poole  to  be  formerly  the 
out-parish  of  the  town^  and  that  the  inhabitants  p  lid  church 
rates  to  that  parish :  but  there  appear  to  be  no  exi^  ting 
records  of  the  town  to  warrant  such  an  assertion ;  which 
probably  originated  in  a  vague  memorandum  that  yet 
exists  in  the  handwriting  of  the  eccentric  Richard  Bramble, 
formerly  town  clerk  of  the  borough,  to  the  effect,  that 
Parkstone,  Longfleet,  Hickford,  and  North  Haven  were 
anciently  called  the  out  parish  of  Poole,  and  within  the 
liberties  of  the  borough.  The  appeal  spoken  of  above  was 
heard  and  decided  in  favour  of  the  appellants. 

The  present  church  of  Parkstone  is  a  neat  structure, 
erected  in  1833.  It  was  consecrated  by  the  bishop  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  Dr.  H.  Law,  who  officiated  for  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  on  the  26th  of  September,  in  that  year.  An 
ecclesiastical  district  has  since  been  set  apart  for  it,  com- 
prising the  whole  of  the  hamlet  of  Parkstone*  The  rev. 
James  Culshaw  Parr,  b.a.  is  the  first  and  present  minister. 
A  Sunday  school  has  been  established  in  Parkstone,  in 
connection  with  the  church,  and  is  greatly  encouraged. 

The  estimated  annual  value  of  real  property  in  Parkstone, 
in  the  year  1815,  was  £729.  This  value  must  since  have 
been  very  greatly  augmented,  in  consequence  of  the  extent 
to  which  building  has  been  carried  on,  and  the  large  tracts 
of  heath  land  that  have  been  brought  into  cultivation. 

a  N 
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LONOFLEET. 

Longfleety  deriving  its  name  from  "  long"  and  '*  fleet,*' 
—  "a  place  where  a  river  or  stream  doth  ebb  and  flow," — 
is  a  hamlet  and  tithing  in  the  parish  of  Great  Canford, 
maintaining  its  own  poor.  It  adjoins  the  north-east 
boundary  of  the  parish  of  Saint  James,  Poole,  and  is  of 
considerable  extent.  That  part  of  the  tithing  which  is 
immediately  contiguous  to  the  old  borough,  has  been  much 
built  upon  within  the  last  few  years,  by  which  the  entrance 
of  the  town  has  been  greatly  improved. 

The  church  is  a  new  structure,  erected  from  funds 
contributed  chiefly  by  the  hon.  W.  F.  S.  Ponsonby,  the 
parish  church  being  at  too  great  a  distance  from  this  hamlet 
to  accommodate  the  inhabitants.     The  church  was  conse* 
crated    and  opened  for  divine  worship,  on  Wednesday, 
September  25,  1833,  by  Dr.  Law,  the  bishop  of  Batii  and 
Wells,  acting  as  commissary  for  tlie  bishop  of  Bristol ;  and 
is  dedicated  by  the  style  of  St.  Mary,  in  Longfleet.     The 
rev.  W.  B.  Clarke,  a.m.,  is  the  first  andpresent  minister. 
Subsequently  to  the  consecration,  an  ecclesiastical  district 
was  set  apart  for  the  church,  comprised  within  a  boundary, 
**  commencing  at  Seldown,  and  proceeding  westward,  along 
Sandy  lane,  to  a  certain  spot  opposite  Seldown  house; 
then,  turning  to  the  north,  following  the  boundary  that 
divides  the  tithiqgs  of  Longfleet  and  Parkstone,  passing 
the  public  house  called  the  Bowling  green,  to  Longfleet 
church,  and  from  thence,  in  the  same  direction,  to  a  bound- 
stone  on  the  side  of  Constitution  hill,  where  the  tithings  of 
Longfleet,  Parkstone,  and  Kinson  meet ;  from  thence  in  a 
north-westerly  direction,  following  the  boundary  line  of 
the  tithings  of  Longfleet  and  Parkstone,  to  another  boun- 
dary between  the  parish  of  Great  Canford  and  the  tithings 
of  Longfleet  and  Kinson,  near  the  Poole  and  Uingwood 
old  turnpike  road:  from  thence  in  a  westerly  direction, 
passing  Hatch  pond,  to  a  lane  leading  from  the  Poole  and 
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Wimbome  turnpike  road,  near  Darby's  corner;  from 
thence  along  the  north  side  of  the  said  lane  to  its  western 
end;  from  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  north-west 
corner  of  a  close  of  land  called  Creekmoor ;  where  it 
adjoins  the  boundarjr  of  the  parish  of  Corfe  Mulloi ;  from 
thence  in  a  southerly  direction,  along  the  boundary  line 
of  Corfe  Mullen  to  Upton  turnpike  gate  ;  and  from  thence, 
in  a  straight  line  across  the  harbour,  passing  the  town 
of  Poole,  oa  the  north  side  thereof,  to  Seldown  point,  and 
from  thence,  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  spot  first  named." 

A  Sunday  school  has  been  established,  in  connection  with 
the  church. 

The  estimated  annual  ralue  of  real  property  in  the  tithing 
of  Loogfleet  in  the  year  1815,  was  £1604.  The  obser. 
ration  in  regard  to  this  matter  made  relative  to  Parkstone, 
applies  equally  to  the  tithing  of  Loogfleet 
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It  is  here  intended  to  illustrate  the  Botany  of  the 
flowering  plants  and  ferns  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Poole. 
For  this  purpose,  it  b  proposed  to  give  a  suecint  account 
of  the  general  aspect  and  nature  of  the  district,  an  alpha- 
betical list  of  the  plants  contained  in  it,  and  the  habitats  of 
some  of  the  rarer  species* 

In  describing  the  general  aspect  and  nature  of  the  locality^ 
it  appears  necessary  to  give  a  short  account  of  its  geolo- 
gical features,  but  this  will  be  done  as  briefly  as  possible. 
The  district  on  which  Poole  lies,  is  denominated  the 
Poole  Troughy  being  a  portion  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  basin, 
comprising  a  considerable  part  of  its  western  extremity  ; 
hough  not  its  extreme  point.  Its  northern  boundary  is 
letween  Wimbome  and  Hinton  Martell,  beyond  which  the 
6alk  extends  over  a  large  tract  of  country.  The  southern 
bundary  is  a  line  of  chalk,  passing  through  Purbeck  from 
nar  Corfe  Castle  to  Studland,  and  corresponding  with  the 
oalk  stratum  running  through  the  Isle  of  Wight.  From 
tb  chalk  line  in  Purbeck,  passing  south,  the  successively 
iiierior  strata  rapidly  appear,  as  far  as  the  Portland  stone, 
ari  Kimmeridge  clay  beds ;  the  former  occuring  at  Tilly- 
whn,  and  the  latter  near  Encombe  at  the  place  whence  it 
taks  its  name.    To  the  west  of  Poole,  the  chalk  strata^ 
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forming  the  northern  and  southern  boundaries,  converge, 
I.ut  do  not  entirely  meet,  until  they  arrive  as  far  west  as 
Dorchester,  which  is  the  extreme  western  point  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight  basin.  To  the  east,  there  is  no  other  boundary 
than  a  general  rise  of  surface;  and  even  this  does  not  exist 
immediately  along  the  coast. 

Thus,  it  appears  that  there  is  a  large  district  left  by  the 
chalk,  which,  near  Poole,  is  about  fifteen  miles  in  diame* 
tor.  This  is  occupied  by  the  plastic  clay,  the  level 
of  which,  descending  from  the  northern  boundary  before 
named,  sinks  at  Poole,  below  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  rises 
ngain  on  the  coast  of  Purbeck,  forming  the  capacious 
haven  known  as  Poole  Harbour. 

Large  patches  of  clay  and  sand,  as  is  usual  in  this  forma- 
tion, occur  throughout  this  district,  both  varying  much  iq 
colour.  There  are  also  large  beds  of  gravel,  some  of 
them  very  extensive.  It  would  be  irrelevant  here,  to 
speak  of  the  excellence  of  the  clay  from  this  trough,  and 
it  is  too  well  known  to  render  this  necessary.  The  gravel 
is  in  some  places  extremely  fine  and  bright,  in  fact,  the 
best  I  have  any  where  seen. 

As  it  is  not  professed  here  to  give  a  lengthened  geolo^ 
gical  account,  it  is  not  necessary  to  expatiate  farther  on  the 
subject,  but  to  apply  the  remarks  already  made,  to  the 
Botany  of  the  district.* 

It  is  evident  then,  that  there  is  a  great  diversity  of  soil 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poole,  and  a  very  rich  Flora  maj 
naturally  be  anticipated :  when,  however,  all  the  peculi. 
critics  and  modifying  influences  have  been  cited,  stil 
higher  expectations  will  be  raised,  yet  1  feel  confident  tha 
no  one  will  be  prepared  for  the  very  numerous  catalogue 
uhich  this  district  afibrds;  and  those  who  have  taken  » 


*  For  a  farther  Aecount  of  the  geology  of  tltis  district,  see  an  interesting  serici^f 
papers  on  •'  The  Geology  of  the  south-east  of  Dorsftbhire,'*  by  my  friend  ie 
Ucr.  W.  B.  Clarke,  now  in  course  of  puhlicaticu  in  "Loudon's  Mag.izine  of  NalTuI 
History." 
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casual  glance  of  it,  and  that  only^  will  be  still  more 
surprised.  No  strangers  ever  come  within  many  miles 
of  Poole,  without  being  struck  with  the  apparent  steri- 
lity of  the  scene.  To  the  north  of  Poole  as  far  as 
Wimbome  and  extending  east  and  west  to  Christchurch 
and  Wareham,  dry  heath  land  b  the  prevailing  feature 
of  the  country.  This  is  the  general  character  also  of  the 
plastic  clay  portion  of  Purbeck.  But  to  proceed  to  par- 
ticulars : — 

Poole  is  situated  on  a  peninsula  on  the  north  side  of  the 
extensive  harbour,  and  is  very  little  above  its  level.  I 
leave,  however,  the  remarks  I  intend  to  make  on  the  mari- 
time botany  of  Poole,  to  a  future  period* 

On  quitting  Poole  in  every  direction  there  is  an  elevation 
of  surface,  which,  however,  is  not  considerable.  The 
lower  situations  are  generally  dry  pasture,  but  the  higher 
are  the  heath  lands  before  named.  Both  are  cultivated, 
but  the  soil  is  not  very  productive  except  as  garden 
ground.  There  is  no  river  or  stream  of  any  importance 
within  about  five  miles  of  Poole.  In  many  places,  how- 
ever, there  are  superficial  springs  ^  these  are  so  highly 
ferruginous  as  to  stain  every  thing  they  come  in  contact 
with,  and  deposit  a  considerable  quantity  of  red  peroxide 
of  iron  on  the  vegetables  about  them.  Indeed  the  springs 
in  general  in  the  villages  around  Poole,  are  so  strongly 
chalybeate  as  to  be  extremely  unpalatable,  The  water 
from  these  springs,  in  many  places,  is  interrupted  in  its 
course  by  the  hills  of  gravel  before  alluded  to,  or  by  the 
beds  of  clay,  giving  rise,  in  some  parts  to  pseudo-meadow 
land,  as  in  different  parts  of  Parkstone  and  Longfleet. 

These  situations  yield  many  of  the  meadow  plants,  but 
for  most  of  them  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  the  genuine  mea- 
dows a  little  farther  distant,  Some  of  the  rarer  plants, 
however,  are  found  in  land  of  this  description,  as  for 
example,  the  Bartsia  viscosa,  Lin.^  which  with  us  is  quite  a 
common  plant.     An  abundance  of  oak   trees,  growing 
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perfectly  spontaneously^  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  these 
fertile  tracts.  Though  there  are  no  rivers  very  near  Poole, 
there  are  at  about  two  miles  distant  occasional  small 
streams  and  two  ponds  or  tams^  one  at  Parkstone,  and 
the  other  at  Creekmoor,  the  latter  containing  abundance  of 
the  beautiful  white  water  lily*  In  all  these  situations  the 
Scutellaria  minor,  Lin.,  abounds. 

But  meadow  land  is  not  so  general  a  result  of  our 
springs  as  bogs,  of  which  we  have  an  immense  extent,  and 
all  the  varieties  denominated  moist  heaths,  turfy  bogs, 
spongy  bogs,  &c.,  and  in  many  parts  there  are  large  tracts 
of  peat  as  perfect  as  I  have  seen  in  Scotland  or  Ireland. 
Between  the  roads  to  Longham  and  Christchureh,  and 
within  four  miles  of  Poole,  are  hundreds  of  acres  of  peat ; 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  which  is  to  be  seen 
on  the  former  road,  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from 
Poole,  where  it  passes  over  the  small  stream  of  Bourne. 
There  is  here  a  deep  ravine  about  half  a  mile  broad,  in 
which  lies  an  immense  quantity  of  peat,  containing  large 
trees  in  a  bituminous  state.  The  peat  here  b  fifteen  feet 
deep.4^  In  many  parts  of  Longfleet,  Hamworthy,  and  Pur- 
beck,  are  large  tracts  of  the  same  kind  of  soil.  In  all  these 
situations  the  Rhynchospora  alba,  FahL^  and  Rhynchos- 
pora  fusca,  Lin.  abound,  with  many  other  of  the  Cyper* 
aceae  of  which  the  most  general  is  Schoenus  nigricans, 
Lin.  The  heaths  blossom  freely  in  these  districts,  particu- 
larly the  Erica  tetralix,  Lin.j  and  the  botany  of  them  in 
general  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  more  northern  regions. 
I  do  not  mean  to  infer  that  the  rarer  northern  plants 
are  found  with  us,  but  that  the  bulk  of  vegetation  in  these 
situations  is  much  the  same  as  in  similar  soil,  in  Cumber- 
land and  Scotland,  as  for  example,  the  two  Ericae  and 
the  Calluna  grow  m  profusion,  with  the  Melica  coerulea, 
Lin.f  and  Myrica  gale,  Lin.y  of  which  there  are  hundreds  of 


*  See  a  notice, of  a  pa|)er  by  Mr.  Clvke,  "  FroccediDgs of  Ocological Society,** 
Toi.  2.  p.  3#9. 
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acres  in  the  south  east  of  Dorsetshire.  We  have,  however, 
in  abundance  in  one  situation,  what  has  not  been  found 
in  Scotland,  viz.  the  Erica  ciliaris,  Lin.  In  a  locality  of  the 
kind  already  mentioned  in  the  Isle  of  Purbeck,  which  I  visit- 
ed last  August,  accompanied  bj  my  friend.  Dr.  Macreight,  I 
enjoyed  the  no  ordinary  gratification  of  viewing  this  rarest 
and  most  beautiful  of  the  English  heaths  to  great  advantage. 
Throughout  nearly  the  whole  space  from  Ame  to  Corfe 
Castle,  a  distance  of  fully  four  miles,  we  found  it  in  profu- 
sion. Heath  was  the  prevailing  vegetation  throughout  the 
whole  extent,  and  this  the  dominant  species.  Growing  in 
its  native  bogs  it  is  certainly  not  inferior  to  a  Menziesia  of 
which  it  has  much  the  general  habit.  It  is  taller  and  more 
shrubby  than  the  other  British  species  of  Erica. 

Many  parts  of  the  more  superficial  bogs  are  adorned 
with  the  splendid  flowers  of  Gentiana  pneumonanthe,  Zrtn., 
as  well  as  with  the  three  Drosera^  and  Aoagallb  tenella, 
£in.,  all  of  which,  together  with  Pinguicula  lusitanica, 
Lin.i  Exacum  filiforme,  Snu,  and  both  varieties  of  Scirpus 
Savii,  Spreng.^  may  be  esteemed  common  plants  in  our 
bogs. 

The  residue  of  the  plastic  clay  district  is,  it  must  be 
owned,  that  barren  heath  land  which  gives  the  prevailing 
feature  to  the  district  within  about  six  miles  around  Poole. 
The  Agrostis  setacea,  CurU^  is  the  only  grass  which  will 
flourish  on  this  soil  during  the  dry  season,  but  this  is  so 
abundant  as  to  constitute,  with  its  rigid  and  shining  panicles, 
a  strikmg  feature  in  our  heaths. 

Beyond  this  barren  portion,  extending  in  every  direction 
towards  the  chalk,  before  arriving  at  it,  the  soil  is  a  rich 
loam,  and  extremely  fertile.  The  surface  in  these  situa- 
tions is  also  beautifully  diversified  and  wooded  with  oaks. 
Spots  of  thb  kind  are  found  in  many  directions,  averaging 
the  distance  of  five  miles  and  a  half  from  Poole,  as  at  Stud* 
land,  Organford,  Lytchett,  Corfe  Mullen,  Sturminster 
Marshall,  the   neighbourhood    of  Wimbome,   Canford, 
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Longham,  CudDetl,  and  Ensbiiry.  These  places  afford 
the  plants  of  woods»  coppices  and  shad j  places ;  and 
at  Sturminster  Matshall,  Corfe  Mullen,  Wimborne, 
Canfbrd,  and  Longham,  the  course  of  the  Stour  and  its 
meadows  yield  the  river  and  meadow  plants.  The  soil 
covering  the  chalk  in  these  fertile  districts  is  very  shallow, 
the  chalk  itself  appearing  at  Lytchett  and  Studland,  about 
six  miles  distant  from  Poole.  These  are  its  nearest  points. 
At  a  little  farther  distance  in  either  direction,  chalk  downs 
and  consequently  chalk  plants  become  abundant. 

It  remains  to  speak  of  the  maritime  botany  of  Poole. 
The  harbour  is  a  large  sheet  of  water,  which,  though  con- 
taining deep  channels,  is  for  the  most  part  very  shallow, 
the  tide  when  it  falls  leaving  immense  tracts  of  mud  which 
are  covered  with  Zostera  marina,  Lin.  In  some  situations 
where  small  streams  empty  themselves  into  the  harbomv 
meadow  land  occurs,  the  lower  parts  of  which  are  fre- 
quently covered  with  the  tide,  affording  salt  marshes  with 
their  plants.  The  rest  of  the  shore  of  the  harbour  varies 
much,  but  in  general  it  is  muddy.  TheK^  is  abundance  of 
Salicornia,  the  maritime  grasses,  and  other  maritime  plants. 

A  piece  of  land  at  Baiter,  which  is  an  bland  at  high 
water,  on  which  stands  the  ^^  Powder  Home^*  is  very 
interesting  in  its  botanical  productions; — its  vegetation 
consisting  almost  entirely  of  Chenopodium  fruticosum, 
Schrad.f  Atriplex  portulacoides,  Xin.,  Cochlearea  danica, 
Lin.f  C.  anglica,  Ztn.,  Statice  armeria,  Zm.,  and  S» 
Limonium,  Lin.  The  Chenopodium  fruticosum  is  very 
ornamental,  the  plants  being  very  numerous:  they  are 
shrubby  and  evergreen  and  somewhat  resembling  the 
juniper  at  a  little  distance.  They  average  two  feet  in 
height  and  are  some  of  them  very  old,  having  very  hard 
wood,  about  two  inches  in  diameter  near  the  root. 

Poole  harbour  contains  several  islands,  all  of  the  plastic 
clay  formation,  which,  though  picturesque,  and  beautifully 
situated,  afford  little  variety  of  indigenous  species.    The 
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largest  of  these  is  Brownsea  island,  the  watering  residence 
of  Sir  Charles  Chad,  bart.,  which,  among  many  other 
natural  beauties,  possesses  several  fresh  water  tarns,  similar 
to  those  of  Pari(stone  and  Creekmoor,  one  of  which 
contains  a  great  abundance  of  the  Typha  angustifolia,  Lin. 
The  woods  in  Brownsea  abound  with  Listera  ovata,  Br. 

The  mouth  of  the  harbour  is  about  four  miles  from  Poole, 
and  is  composed  of  two  valvate  sand  banks;  the  external 
one,  the  South  Haven  bank,  b  connected  with  Purbeck,  and 
the  other,  the  JVorth  Haven^  with  the  main  land  of  Dorset- 
shire and  Hampshire.  These  banks  are  maintained  by  the 
creeping  roots  of  Ammophila  arundinacea,  Host.^  Carex 
arenaria,  Lin.^  and  Festuca  rubra,  Lin.  The  beach  on 
both  havens,  is  fine  hard  sand,  and  from  the  North  Haven 
continues  so  to  the  east,  but  from  the  South  Haven  point 
following  the  coast,  the  chalk  and  succeeding  inferior  strata 
make  their  appearance,  and  the  beach  is  soon  lost  in  the 
steep  and  high  cliffs,  which  characterize  the  coast  of  Pur« 
beck.  Before,  however,  the  beach  is  lost,  it  becomes 
changed  from  s  ady  to  pebbly,  which  is  its  character  in 
Studland  bav. 

There  is  a  striking  difference  between  the  botany  of  the 
harbour,  and  that  of  the  open  sea  beach: — the  same  plants 
are  rarely  m^  with  in  the  two  situations :  J  uncus  mari- 
timus,  Sm.f  and  Carex  extensa,  Qood.^  are  remarkable 
exceptions.  Atriplex  patula  is  found  both  on  the  muddy 
shore  of  the  harbour,  and  on  the  sandy  beach  of  the  open 
sea ;  but  the  varieties  are  remarkably  different. 

The  Ballast  quay  at  Ham,  opposite  Poole,  frequently 
yields  plants,  not  elsewhere  found  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Linum  usitatissimum,  Lin.^  Sinapb  tenuifolia,  j?r.,  S. 
muralb,  Br.  Cynosurus  echinatus,  Lin.^  and  Mediqago 
denticulata»  fVilULf  are  the  principal.  Trifolium  resupi- 
natum,  Lin.^  found  near  this  quay,  must,  I  fear,  be  attri« 
buted  to  the  ballast 

3  p 
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Prom  the  above  remarks  it  is  evident  that  the  varietv  of 
soil  is  very  great  for  so  limited  a  space.  A  rich  Flora  is  the 
ficitural  result. 

I  have  already  transgressed  my  intended  nmfts,  but  I 
must  yet  make  a  few  observations  in  reference  to  the  effects 
of  climate  on  the  vegetation  of  this  district.  Poole,  being 
low,  nearly  surrounded  by  watef ,  and  encompassed  by  hills 
beyond,  is  remarkably  warm ;  the  soil,  in  general  declines 
to  the  south,  and  from  its  sandy  nature,  except  in  particular 
spots,  becomes  very  dry  in  the  summer :  this  circumstance 
is  increased  by  the  great  deficiency  of  partial  summer  rains, 
they  being  attracted  by  the  high  chalk  range,  which  so 
nearly  surrounds  us.  From  these  causes,  vegetation  is 
pretty  much  suspended  during  the  hot  weather,  except 
in  the  bogs  and  meadows. 

When,  however,  in  the  autumn,  the  rain  becomes  more 
gederaf,  the  warm  situation  and  aspect  of  the  soil  have  a 
far  different  effect.    After  the  suspension  of  vegetation, 
when  heat  and  moisture  are  again  enabled  to  exert  their 
united  influence,  the  herbaceous  plants  shoot  forth  and 
blossom  almost  as  in  spring.*^    The  heaths  also  have  a 
second  flowering  far  more  luxuriant  than  the  first,  there 
being  often  spikes  of  Calluna  vulgaris,  Salisb.y  from  six  io 
nine  inches  in  length.     At  this  season,  too,  even  the  most 
barren  of  the  heath  lands  show  their  beauty,    and  the 
surface  which  had  appeared    sterile    and    unattractive, 
through  the  period  of  the  year  generally  deemed  the  most 
lovely,  now  suddenly  assumes  the  most  vivid  colours : — 
the  bright  orange  yellow  of  the  dwarf  furzes  the  rich 
purple  of  the  heath  and  the  vivid  green  of  the  broad  blades 
of  Melica  coerulea,  Lin^^  existing  in  varied  proportions, 
give  to  the  surface  a  splendour  of  colouring  scarcely 
to  be  conceived  of  by  those  who  hare  not  witnessed  it. 
The  large  furze^  Ulex  europseus,  Lin.^  has  generally  a 

*  I  commrneed  forming  an  herbarium  at  the  beginning  of  July,  and  was  abl« 
before  the  m  mter,  to  collect  most  of  the  herbaceous  spring  plants. 
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second  flowering  at  this  season,  and  during  many  winters 
continues  in  blossom  pretty  freely,  until  the  more  abundant 
flowering  in  the  spring,  when  it  is  the  great  ornament  of 
our  hills  and  hedges,  and  produces  a  general  fragrance 
every  where.  Many  other  plants  continue  to  flower 
through  the  whole  autumn,  and  during  the  early  winter 
months.  There  are  generally  violets  during  the  Christmas 
week  and  on  New  Year's  day,  and  manv  exotics  are  fr^ 
quently  tempted  to  blossom,  at  this  season,  as  the  Persian 
LilaCf  Syringa  persica,  Lin.^  and  the  Laburnum^  Cytisus 
laburnum,  Lin.:  Myrtles  and  Pomegranates  also  stand  the 
winter  in  the  open  ground.  Indeed  the  whole  winter  here  is 
remarkably  mild.  There  is  comparatively  little  snow  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Poole,  rain  frequently  falling 
here,  whibt  there  is  snow  at  only  a  few  miles  distanced. 

With  regard  to  the  botany  of  Poole,  in  relation  to  the 
tables  of  Mr.  Watson,  it  may  be  observed,  that  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  it  is  rather  British^  than  exclu- 
sively English  ;  and  rather  a  larger  proportion  of  western 
plants  occurs  than  might  be  expected.  The  existence,  (on 
a  sandy  portion  of  the  beach  at  Studland,)  of  the  Cynodon 
Dactylon,  Per*.,  hitherto  found  only  on  the  coast  of  Corn- 
wall, is  an  interesting  fact. 

The  subjoined  list  is  similarly  marked  to  that  published 
by  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh ;  for  considering  it 
desirable  that  some  general  standard  should  be  made  use 
of  in  undertakings  of  this  sort,  I  have  adopted  this,  and 
recommend  the  same  practice  in  other  localities.  I  have, 
however,  added  similar  marks  ailer  the  names,  indicative  of 
a  shorter  distance-^,  and  have  chosen  that  of  eight  miles  as 


*  To  the  mild  dimate  of  Poole  is  to  be  ucribecl  its  peculiar  salubrity,  though 
doubtless  also  much  is  due  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  inhabitants.  We  are  subject  to 
no  endemic  disorder,  and  epidemics  are  never  so  sevece  in  this  as  in  most  placesu 
This  was  strikingly  the  fact  with  the  Influensa,  which,  though  here  as  eyety  where 
else  very  general,  was  in  no  instance  fataL  Poole,  though  lying  low  and  thickly 
populated,  is  very  little  subject  to  typhus  or  intermittent  fevers. 

«  The  Society's  list  is  marked  in  reference  to  »  distance  of  16  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
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dne  not  too  extensive,  but  which,  nevertheless,  contains 
nearly  every  variety  of  soil  and  surface,  that  can  be  found 
in  a  much  larger  circuit.  Some  plants  are  marked  as  more 
common  within  the  smaller  distance  than  in  the  larger.  As 
the  larger  district  contains  the  smaller,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
numerical  number  of  specimens  cannot  be  less,  but  must  be 
more,  unless  the  species  be  entirely  confined  to  the  smaller 
circuit.  The  proportional  frequency,  however,  may  be 
greater  within  the  smaller  distance,  and,  therefore,  so 
marking  the  species  does  not  involve  a  contradiction  as 
might  at  first  sight  appear. 

I  have  in  all  cases,  for  the  sake  of  more  easy  reference, 
adopted  the  same  generic  names  as  those  of  the  Edmburgh 
list,  without  regard  to  any  difference  of  my  own  opmion. 
I  have  not  however  observed  this  rule  with  respect  to 
species  and  varieties,  with  regard  to  which  1  have  used  my 
own  judgment 
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ALPHABETICAL    LIST 

OF    THE     PLANTS    OF    POOLE,    &c. 


v^»i^<<^^^»\^»^^»^^/v^v^^»^»^»^ 


EXPLANATION    OF    THE    MARKS. 

The  mtnrks  prefixed  to  the  names  r^er  to  a  eireuit  qf  16  mUet  rotmd 
Poole:  ihoee  qfter  the  namee,  to  one  qf  eight  mUee.  **  signifies  veryeomnum; 
*  lesseommon,  ^t  qf  frequent  occurrence:  §  abundant  in  one  or  two 
ioealiUes:  -frare:  idoub^  natne:  tcertatnly  mtroduced.  Plants 
marhedlare  beyond  the  distance  specified,  (16  miles)  but  mthm  SO  miles 
qf  Poole^  and  f  signifies  that  the  mark  given  with  regard  to  the  dreuU 
qf  16  miies,  is  solely  in  consequence  qf  a  station  or  stations  within  the  eight 
miles.  The  JIgures  t^ffixed  to  some  qf  the  rarer  plants^  refer  to  their 
localitiest  which  are  sukfoinsd  at  the  end  qf  the  catalogue. 


ww»yw^^<MM^>v/s/w\<%^^>/Vfc^<»<»»»*»^f^^*- 


LI9T,  &c 


AC£B,  L 

♦  «campe8tTe,  L.  •  • 
?*p86uao-plaUini8,  L. 

ACHILUBAy  L. 

♦•MiUefoUum,  L.*» 

♦Ptarmica,  L* 
Agings,  M<snch» 

fyuIgariB,  Pexs. 
AcoRUS,  L. 

fCalamus,  L.  1 
Adomis,  L. 

♦autumnalits  L.f 
Adoxa,  L. 

*mo8chatelliiia,  L.* 

J&QOTODlVUt  L. 

tPodagraria,  L. 


iETHUSA,  L. 

^^Cynapium  L.** 

?«A0IIIM0NIA,  I<. 

**Eupatoria,  L.* 

AOROSTBMMA,  L. 

•Githago,  L.  * 

A0R08T18,  L. 

•♦alba,  L.*» 
•canina,  L.* 
•setacea.  Curt** 
♦•▼ulfarw,  With.** 

AiRA,  L. 

♦•caespitosa,  L.** 
fcanescens,  L.fV 
♦•caryophtllea,  L.** 
fcrifltaU,  L.t2 


AlBA,  L. 

fflexaosa,  L.t 

**pnBcox,L.** 
Ajuoa,  L. 

♦*reptaiis,  L^** 
Alchbmilla,  L. 

*arYeii8i8  Sm.** 

fyulgaris,  L.t 
Alisma,  L. 

*Plantago,  L.* 

franunculoidea,  L. 
Allium  L. 
Itarenarium,  L. 
*iir8iniim,  L.t 
♦'TiUMle,  L.** 
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AifWiy  Tcnm« 
*l^atino8a,  Gert> 
Alpbcurus*  L. 

{bolbosufl,  L.  }ir  3 
^^geniculatos,  L.«* 

Althjba,  L. 

foffioiniiUi,  L.  4. 
Ama&anthus,  L. 

ItBlituiii,  L. 
Ammophila,  Host. 

•uundinacea.  Host.* 
Amaoallis,  L. 

♦♦arvensifl,  L.*« 
ffi,  oeerulea,  Sckr,^ 

•tenelU,  L.«* 
Anohusa,  L. 

f  ( scinpcr vimis,  L. 
Anbmonb,  L. 

♦♦nemorosa,  L.*« 
Anoblica,  L. 

^sylTestris,  L.* 
Anthbmi8»  L. 

^arrensisy  L,* 

•Cotula,  L.* 

^nobilis,  L.* 
Akthoxakthvv,  L. 

'♦odoratum,** 
AKTHRI0CU8,  Pen. 

••sylTestiis,  KocU«» 

^•Tiilgans,  Pera.** 
Amtbtllib,  L. 

^Tolneraria,  L.* 
Antikkbikuii,  L. 

^Orontium,  L.** 
Ayaboia,  Schreb. 

Hntunmalis,  Willd.** 

••hUpida,  Wilia.« 
Avium,  L. 

^grareolens,  L.* 
Aquilbgia,  L. 

tfrulgarifl,  L.}t 
Arabis,  L. 

fhiwuta,  Br.t5 
Arctium,  L. 

•Lappa,  L.** 

^fi.Bardana,  mild* 
Abbnabia,  L. 

♦•marina,  CEd.»» 

♦peploides,  L.** 

•rubra,  L.* 

••serpyllifolia,  L.*» 

ttenuiK>Ua,  L.  6 

♦trincnris,  L.* 

Utrema 


ARBRENATRBBUMtBoaUT.  BaBTSIA,  L. 

♦•avenaccaum,  Beauv.*    ♦♦Odontites,  Hnds.f- 
♦bnlbosum,  Domort.**     fviscosa,  L.^ 


Artemisia,  L. 

1  Absinthium,  L.f 

itmaritima,  L. 
•  •♦vulgaris,  L.^^ 
Arum,  L. 

♦♦maculatum,  L.^^ 
Arunoo,  L. 

••Phragmites,  L.^^ 

ASPA.RA0D8,  L. 

tofficinaliSjt  7 

ASPEEUOO,  L. 

tprocimibens,  L. 
Apbrula,  L. 
♦Cynanchica,  L.t 
♦♦odorala,  L.^ 

ASPIDIUM,  Sw. 

fajculeatum,  Sw.f 
•♦angnlare,  WUld.^ 
fjS,  Umchitidoidesyf  8 
♦•FUix-mas,  Sw.^^ 
fOreopteris,  Sw.  flT  9 
fspinulosum,  Willd.t 


Bellis,  L. 

••pcrennis,  L.«^ 
Bbrbbbib,  L. 

ffTulgaris,  L. 
Bertrroa,  D.C. 

incana,  D.C.  14 
Beta,  L. 

♦maritima,  L.^ 
Bbtonica,  L. 

♦♦officinalis,  L.«» 
Bbtula,  L. 

♦alba,  !..♦ 
BiDBica,  L. 

♦cemua,  L.f 

♦tripartita,  L.* 
Blbcukvm,  L. 

♦boreale,  Sw.^^ 
Boraqo,  L. 

tfofficinalis,  L-Jf 
Botrycuium,  Sw. 

HfLunaria,  Sw. 
Bracutpooium,  Beaur. 


**fi.dilatatumj  WiUd,**  §pinnatum,  Beauv.J  15 
AspLENiuM,  L.  ♦♦sylvaticum,  Bcauv.^ 

♦Adiantum-nigmm,  L.«  Bbassica,  L. 
♦Felix-foemina,Beriili.^^   ♦♦campewris,  L.«^ 


fmarinum,  L.  10 
♦Ruta-muraria,  L.« 
♦Trichomanes,  L.^ 
Aster,  L. 
}Tripolium,  L.» 

ASTHAGALt'S,  L. 

Htglycyphyllus,  L. 
Hthypoglottis,  L. 

Atriplbx,  L. 
♦angiistifoUa,  Sm.^ 
Rfcrecta,  Huds.  11 
^Jaciniata,  L.)  12 
♦littoralis,  L.^ 
♦♦patula,  L.^^ 
§portulacoidc8,  L.^ll 

Atropa,  L. 
?tBelladonna,  L. 

Ayena,  L. 
Il^fatua,  L.  13 
♦•flavescens,  L.^^ 
tpratcnsis,  L. 
tpubesccns,  L.f 

Ballota,  L. 
♦•nigra,  L.^^ 

Barbarea,  Br. 
♦♦vulgaris,  Dr.*« 


♦•Napus,  L.«* 

♦oleracea,  L.^  16 

^•Rapa,  L.t^ 
Briza,  L. 

•♦media.  L.*^ 

tminor,  L.^ 
Broml's,  L. 

♦•aspcr,  L.^ 

fcrectus,  Huds. 

tfriganteus,  VilLf 

♦•mollis,  L.*^ 

Jracemosus,  L.§ 

fsecalinus,  L.f 

••sterilis,  L.^^ 

fvelutinus,  Schr.  f^ 
Bryonia,  L. 

♦dioica,  Jacq.^ 
Bi'NiVM,  Koch. 

♦•flexuosum.  With.* 

BUPLEURUM,  L. 

frotundifolium,  L.  17 
llftenuissimum,  L18 

BUTOML'S,  L. 

§imibcllatu8  L.} 
Buxus,  L. 
Ifscroper^iicns,  L,Jt 
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Cakilb,  Gocrt. 

*inanitima,  Willd.* 
Calamaqrostis,  Adans. 

JlrBpigejos,  Roth. 

itlanccolata.  Roth. 
Calamimtiia,  Moench. 

•Nepeta,  Pureh. 

Ffoflicmalis,  MoBnch.?t 
CallitrichBi  L. 

*aiituronalis,  L.* 

•?erna,  L.* 
Calluna,  Salisb. 

•  •vulgaris,  Salisb.** 
Caltha,  L. 

••paluBtrifl,  L.** 
ffi.radicans,  For%t.^ 

Campanula,  L. 
*gloinerata,  L. 
{hcdoracea,  L.  19 
fhybrida,  L. 
tpatula,  L.t  20 
{||;trapiinculoidc8,  L. 
••rotundifolia,  L.*» 
fTmcheliura,  L.f 

Capsblla,  D.C. 

•  •Buwa-Pastoris,  D.C* 
Cabdamine,  L. 

famain,  L. 

♦♦hirsuta,  L.** 

•♦pratensis,  L.** 
Carduus,  L. 

ntacanthoides,  L. 

*Marianus,  L.* 

♦•nutans,  L.* 

«tcnuiilorus,  Curt.»« 
Carbx,  L. 

•♦arenaria,  L.** 

tbincrvis,  8in.t1l 

♦•cttspitosa,  L.«* 

fdioica,  L.  21 

fdistons,  L-ff  22 

tdivisa,  Huds.f 

♦•divul«^  Good.** 

♦extensa,  Good.« 

♦aava,  L.«» 

•hirta,  L.t 

fintcnnedia,  Good.f 

♦muricata,  L.* 

•(Eden,  Ehrh.* 

•♦ovalis.  Good.** 

f  pallesccns,  L. 

*paludo8a,  Good.* 

*panicea,  L.** 

fpaniculata,  L.  23 

fpendala,  Huds.  24 

•pilulifcra,  L.* 

**pr»cox,  Jac%.** 


Casex,  L. 

fPaeudo-Cypenis,  L. 
tpulicaris,  L.flf 
**recunra,  Huds.** 
*remota,  L.* 
•riparia.  Curt.* 
*8tellulata.  Good.** 
fstricta,  Good.f 
fsylvallca,  Huds.f 
jteretiusculft.  Good. {IT 
(vesicaria,  L. 
**Yulpma,  L.** 
Cablina,  L. 

*  vulgaris,  L.* 
Carpimjs,  L. 

?f  Bctulus,  L.?f 
C  AST  AN- B  A,  Tourn. 

Jf vulgaris,  Lam.Jf 
Catabrosa,  Beauv. 

•aquatica,  Beauv.* 
Caucalis,  L. 

r^daucoidcs,  L.?}^  26 
Centaurba,  I^. 

**Cyanu8,  L.* 

•  Jacca,  L.  * 
•  ♦*nigra,  L.** 

*Scabiosa,  L.f 

ilfsolstitialis,  L. 
Centuncolus,  L. 

fminimus,  L.ff  27 
Cerastium,  L. 

*aquaticum,  L.* 

Rfaxveusc,  L. 

*tetrandruni,  Curl.** 

**Yi»co8uni,  L.  •• 

*vu]gatuin,  L.* 
Ch^eropuyllvm,  L. 

*tcmulcntum,  L.* 

CUEIRAMTUUS,  L. 

*Cheiri,  L.* 
ChelbdoniuMjL. 
*roaju8,  L.* 

CuBMOPODIDir,  L. 

**Blbum,  L.** 
*Bonus-Honricu8,  L.* 
Hfbotryoides,  Sm. 
*ftUcifolium,  L.* 
{fruticosum,  Schrad.jIT 
fflaucum,  L.  28 
$hybridum,  L.}  29 
•maritimoDi,  L.** 
•muralc,  L.** 
{oUdum,  L.}ir  30 
fpolyspennum,  L. 
Ifrubrum 
furbkum,  L.f 


Chlora,  L. 

*perfoliata,  L.f 
Chrysantiibiiuii,  L. 

*Leucanthemiiiii,  L.* 

*8egctum,  L.** 
Chrybocoma,  L. 

li.^Linosyris,  L. 
Chrysoplbnium,  L. 

f  altemifoliimi,  L.  31 . 
25  foppositcfolium,  L.  32 
CicHORiuir,  L. 

*Intybu8,  L.* 

ClNBNARlA,  L. 

fcampestrif,  Reti. 

ClRCEA^  L. 

*Lutetiana,  L.* 
CisTOPTBRis,  Bernli. 

ffragilis,  Bernh.  33 
Cladidm,  Sdurad. 

JIf  Mariscus,  Br* 
Clbmatis,  L. 

♦Vitalba,  L.f 
Clinopodium,  L. 

**vulgarc,  L.* 
Cnicus,  L. 

•*acaulis,  WiUd.* 

*aryen8is,  Hoif.* 

llferiophoniB,  Willd. 

**lanceolatii8,  Willd.** 

*«palu8tria,  WiUd.** 

i pratensis,  Willd.}  34 
ftuberosoB,  Willd. 

COCULBABIA,  L. 

♦*angUca,  L.** 
tf  Anuoraoea,  L.{f 
*danica,  L.** 
Hfgroenlandica,  L. 
*officenalLi»  L.* 

COLCHICUM,  L. 

fautumnale,  L.  35. 
CoMABmc,  L. 

fpalustre,  L.} 
Cornell,  L. 

*macalatitiii,  L«* 

CONVALLAAIA,  L. 

?fmiyali8,  L.?t 
UfmulUilora,  L. 
If  Polygonatnm,  L. 
Con  VOLVO  Lus,  L. 
**arvensui,  L.** 
**tepiaBa,  Ij.** 
{SoldaneUa,  L.}  36 

CONYZA,  L. 

fsquarrosa,  L.f37 

CORNUS,  L. 

**8aDguiueay  L.* 
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COBOKOPCS,  G«Tt 

§didyiiia,Sm.§Y38 
♦Ruellii,  Sin.** 

CORTDALIS,  D.C. 

fclavicalata,  D.C. 

CORTLUS,  L. 

••AreUana,  L.» 
Cotyledon,  L. 

^Umbelicusy  Huds.** 
Crambb. 

fmaratima,  L. 
Cratjeous,  L. 

**OxyacanUia,  L.«* 
Crbpis,  L. 

•biennis,  L.* 

♦♦tectomm,  L.** 
Critrmum,  L. 

•mariiimum,  L.* 
Crocus,  L. 

ttvemos,  L.tt 

CUSCUTA,  L. 

*epit]iymum,  L.»* 

feuropiBa,  L. 
Cynodon,  Rich. 

fDactylon,  Pera.ff 
Cynoolossum,  L. 

•officinale,  L.t 
Cyn«8Urus,  L. 

•♦criatatus,  L.«« 

?{echinatu8,  L.?}! 
Cypbrus,  L. 

tlongns,  L. 
Cytisus,  L. 

♦•Scoparius,  D.C.«» 
Dacylis,  L. 

**glomerata,L.  ♦*  • 
Dafhmb  L. 

fLaurcola,  L.f 

fMezerium,  L.  39 
Datura,  L. 

{tStramoniuin,-t  f 
Daucus,  L. 

••Carota,  L.«» 

fmaritimns,  WitLf 
Dblphinium,  L. 

{fConsoUda,  L.{t 

DiANTRUS,  L. 

fAnneria,  L.t 

DlQILATIS,  L. 

••pturpniea,  h,^* 
DioTis,  Desil 

||tmaritima»  Cass. 
DiPSACus,  L. 

ttFulloniiin,tt 

tpilosus,  L.  40 

♦•sylvestris,  L.«» 


DOBOKICUV,  L. 

Itplantagineom,  L.  41 
Draba,  L. 

♦♦rema,  L.*» 
Droseba,  L. 

•anglica,  Uads.*^ 
•longifolia,  L.** 
•rotundifoUa,  L.*« 

ECHINOPHORA,  L. 

Ufspinosa,  L. 

ECRIUM,  L. 

•vulgare,  L.* 

Elbocharis,  Br. 
•cespitosa,  Linck.* 
♦fluitans,  Hook.»» 
§miilticauli8,  Sin.}11 42 
••palustrus,  Br.«* 
Itpaudflora,  Link. 

Elymvs,  L. 
farenarius,  L. 

Epilobium,  L. 
||?tangn8tifoUum,  L. 
^hirsutnmy  L.* 
*«montanam,  L,«» 
♦•palnstre,  L.** 
•panriflonun,  Schreb.* 
Ifroseum,  Schreb.  43 
*tetragonum,  L.* 

Epipactis.  Br. 
fgrandiflora,  Sm.  44 
tUtifolia.  Sw.  45 
tpalustris,  Sw.  46 

Equisbtux,  L. 
••arvense,  L.**, 
♦fluviatile,  L.* 
•limosum,  L.* 
••palustre,  L.*» 
ffi,  alpinum,  Hook.-f^il 
Erica,  L. 
^ciiiaris,  L  JIT 
••cinerea.  L.** 
♦•Tetralix,  L.«* 

Brio B RON,  L. 
facris,  L.t 

Eriophorum,  L. 
*angu8tifoUum,  Roth.** 

Erooium,  L'Uerit 
«*cicutaiiun)9  Sm.** 
maritimum,  Sm.  48 
lltmoschatum,  Sm. 

Ervvm,  L. 
**hir8ntum,  L.** 
*tetraspermum,  L.* 

Eryngium,  L. 
*maraiimQm,  L.* 

Erysimum.  L. 
*»Alliaria,  L.** 
fcheiranthoides,  L. 


Erttseba,  ReaeaL 
•Centauream,  Pers.^ 
tpulchella,  Hook.t 

EUOBYMVS,  L. 

♦*europaju8.  L.* 

EUPATORIUM,  L. 

*cannabLnuin,  L.* 

EUPRORBIA,  L. 

**amygdaloidc8,  L.* 
♦*exigua,  L.* 
*helioscopia,  L.** 
ItfLathyris,  L. 
Itparalia,  L. 
**Peplu8,  L.** 
{platyphylla,  L.  49 
tportlandica,  L. 
Euphrasia,  L. 
••officinalis,  L.* 

EXACUM,   L. 

*filiforme,  Sm.** 
Faovs,  L. 

•sylyistica,  L.* 
Fbdia,  Vahl. 

IfAuriciila,  Gaud. 

Ofdentata,  VahU 

fferiocarpa,  Desr. 

•oUtoria,  VahL* 
Fbstuca^  L. 

*bromoides,  L.* 

**duriu8ciila,  L.** 

{elatior,  LJ50 

fioliacea,  L.t 

fMyurus,  L.t 

♦•orina,  L.** 
ti3.  vtotparo,  Sm.f 

•pratensis,  L.* 

*rubra,  L.* 

Ifuniglamis,  Soland. 
FcBVicULUM,  Hoffm. 
Jvulgare,  Gtertjf 
Fraqraia,  L. 

•♦resca,  L.** 
Fraxivus,  L. 

•excelsior,  L.* 
Frittillaria,  L. 
Jf  Meleagris,  L.  51 

rUMARiA,  L. 

•*capTeolata,  L.** 

••officinalis,  L.** 
^fi,  media,  D.C* 

tparriflora,  LanufV 
Oaqba,  Salisb. 
Jflntea,  Ker. 
Galamthus,  L. 

?tiiiTalis,  L,?t 
Galbobdolow,  Huds. 

*luieiuPi  Hads.  * 
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Galeopsis,  L. 

fLadonum,  L^t 

♦•Tetrahit,  L.» 
Galium,  L. 

•♦Aparine,  L.** 

§cruciatiim»  L.} 

terectmn,  Huds.flf  52 

♦•MoUugo,  h,* 

•palustre,  L.** 


Hedera,  L. 
•*HeUx,  h^• 
Heliantiiemum,  Toum. 
♦♦vulgare,  Gaert.* 

HELEB0RU8,  L. 

f  viridis,  L.f 
Hblmbnthia,  Jus8« 

fechiodes,  Giert-f 
HsLosciADroM,  Koch. 


'^.WitheringiitSm.**  §mundatam,  Koch.^54 
♦sexatile,  L.*»  ♦nodiflonim,  Koch.* 

Ilftricome,  With. 


tuUgino8um,  L.f 

•Terum,  L.'* 
Gastridium,  BeauT. 

ilflendigerom,  Beaur. 
Genista,  L. 

^anglica,  L.* 

ftinctoria,  L.t^ 
Gentiana,  L. 

^amarella,  L.t 

fcampestris,  L.t 

tPneumonanthe,  L.* 
Geranium,  L. 

fcolumbinum,  L.f 

•♦dissectum,  L.** 

§lucidum,  L. 

♦•molle,  L.»» 

nttphsum,  L. 

^ratense,  L. 

*pu8illuxn,  L.§* 

♦•robertianuni,  L.** 
Gbum,  L. 

triyale,  L. 

♦♦urbanum,  L.*» 
Glaucium,  Toum. 

♦luteum,  L.* 

Htphoenichun,  Gert 
Glaux,  L. 

*maritima,  !..•♦ 
Glecoma,  L. 

♦♦hederacea.  L.«» 
Gnapuauum,  L. 

Ofdioecum,  L. 

^gennanicum,  Huds.** 

fminimum,  Sm.* 

sylTaticum,  L. 
*A  redumy  Hook. 

^uliginoBum,  L. 
Grammittis,  Sw. 

NtCetenu^,  Sw. 
Gymnadbnia,  Br. 

^conopsia,  Br.f 
Habbnaria,  Br. 

fbifolia,  Br.f 

fchlorantha.  Hook.  53 

fviridifl,  Br. 


^nodiflorum,  Koch.^ 
frepens,  Koch.55t 
Hbraclbum,  L. 
•♦SpondyUum,  L.** 

HiBRACIUM,  L. 

*muTorttxn,  L. 
♦•PiloseUa,  L.*» 
fsabaudum,  SiiLt56 
*8ylTaiicuiii,  Sm.** 
fiunbellatum,  L.t^7 

HiPPOGRBPIS,  L* 

fcomosa,  L. 

HiPPURIB,  L. 

iTulgaris,  L.t 
HoLcus,  L. 
**lanatu8,  L.» 
*molli8,  L.* 

HORDBUM  L. 

Htmaritimum,  With. 
*murinuin,  L.*» 
♦•pratense,  Huds.* 

HOTTONIA,  L. 

tpalustris,  L.tY58 

HUMULUS,  L. 

••Lupulua,  L.* 
Htacinthub,  L. 

•♦non-seriptus,  L.* 
HydrochariSi  L. 

§Mor8U8-Raiis,  L.{f59 
Hydrocotylb,  L. 

*Tulgari8,  L** 

Hyoscyamus,  L. 

♦niger,  L.» 
Hypericum,  L. 

fAndroscmum,  L.f 

?tcalcinum,  L. 

•elodes,  L.* 

fhirsutum,  L.t 

*humifu8Uin,  L.* 

fmontannm,  L.t60 

♦'perforatum,  L.*  • 

•♦pulchrum,  L.«* 

**quadrangulum,  L.** 
Hypochjeris,  L. 

IJtmaculata,  L. 

••radicata,  L.«» 
Ilbx,  L. 

••AquifoUum,  L.«« 


Impatiens,  L. 

?tNoli-me-tangere,  L.FfH 
Inula,  L. 

tHelenium,  L.  61 
Iris,  L. 

••foetidissima,  L.» 

*♦  Pseud- Acorus,  L.** 
Jabione,  L. 

*montana,  L.*« 

JUNCUS,  L. 

facutiflorus,  Ehrh.* 

{acutus,  L.  §1162 

♦•bufonius,  L.«« 

*compres8U8,  Jacq.** 

♦♦conglomeratus,  !..•♦ 

••effusus,  L.» 

•♦glaucuB,  Sibth.* 

♦lampccMpua,  Ehrh.* 

**maratimu9,  Sm.** 

fobtusiflorus,  Ehrh.f 

*8quarro88U8,  L.** 

*uUgino8us,  Sibth.*^ 

•fi.$ubverticiUaiu$,  Hook* 
Junipbrus,  L. 
Jfcommunis,  L. 
Knautia,  L. 

••arvensis,  Coult.** 
Lactuca,  L. 

fSaligna,  L.t63 

frirosa,  L. 
Lamium,  L. 

♦album,  L.** 

*amplexicaule,  L.** 

Ifincisum,  WiUd. 

••purpureum,  L.** 
Lapsana,  L. 

♦•commuuis,  L.*» 

tpusiUa,  WiUd.  64 
Lathilca.  L. 

Ifsquamaria,  L. 
Latuyrus,  L. 

fAlphaca,  L.  65 

y^NissoUa,  L. 

Utpiaiformis,  L. 

•♦pratensis,  L.** 

fsylvestris,  L.  66 
Lavatbra,  L. 

HJarborea,  L. 
Lemma,  L. 

Itgibba,  L. 

♦•minor,  L.*« 

|{polyrhiza,  L. 

ftrisulca,  L. 
Lbontodon, 

♦♦Taraxicum,  h.** 
*fi,paiu8tr€,  St.  Amans.^ 
'ty*Umffatum,St,Am,i^7 

3  Q 
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Leonurus,  L. 
JfCardiaca,  L. 
Lepidium,  L. 

ifcampestro,  L. 
ruderale,  L.}f 
•Smithii,  Hook.** 
Lbucojum,  L. 
ffestivumi  L.f 

LlOUSTRUM,  L. 

♦•vulgarc,  L.* 
Li  MB  ABO  I  A,  Adans. 
fcrithmoides,  Hook. 

LiNABIA,  JUS8. 

J*Cymbalaria,  MiU.t* 
fElatine,  Desflf 
fminor,  Desf-f 
Il§rcpeii8,  Ait. 
fspuria.  Mill. 
ijl.peiorioides,  68 
♦♦vulgaris,  MoBnch.^* 

LiNUM,  hf 

fangustifoliam,  Huds.f 
♦•catharticum,  L.^« 
llfpcrenne,  L. 
ttusiiatissimum,  L.^t 

LiSTERA,  Br. 

fNidus-Avis,  Hook.t69 
{ovata,  Br.§ 

LiTUOSFBRMUM,  L. 

♦arvense,  L.* 
fofficinale,  L. 

LiTTORELLA,  L. 

flacustris,  L. 

LOLIUM,  L. 

♦♦perenne,  L,** 
ftemulentum,  L. 

LONICBRA,  L. 

♦•Periclymenum,  L.*^ 
Lotus,  L. 

♦•comiculatus,  L.^ 

••major,  L.** 

♦tenuis,  Walld.  &  Kit.^ 
LUZULA,  D.C. 

♦♦campestris,  Br.** 

IIJForateri,  D.C. 

•pilosa,  WiUd.^70 

♦sylvatica,  Bich.§71 
Lychnis,  L. 

**Flos-Cuculi,  L** 

♦♦sylvestyis,  Hoppe.^ 

♦vespertina,  Sibth.** 
Lycopodium,  L. 

fclayatum,  L.flf 

♦inundalum,  L.* 

fSelago,  L.f 
Ltcopsis,  1/. 

♦arvensifl,  L.* 


Lycopus,  L. 
♦curopieus,  L.* 

Lysimachia,  L. 
tnemorum,  L.f 

fnummularia,  L.f 
•vulgaris,  L.* 

Lythrdm,  L. 

♦salacaria,  L,* 
Malva,  L. 

♦mosehata,  L.* 

•rotundifoUa,  L.* 
Ht/S.pM^tVto,  Sm. 

♦•sylvestris,  L.*» 
Marrubium,  L. 

fvulgare,  L.f 
Matricaria,  L, 

lltGhamoinilla,  L. 
Meconopsis,  Vig. 

(IJtcambrica,  Vig. 
Medicaoo,  L. 

{denticulata,  Willd.^lT 

ffalcata^  L.flf 

♦•lupulina,  L.** 

♦maculata,  Sibth.^* 

ttsatiya,  L.tt 
Melampyrum,  L. 

IJ^anrense,  L. 

Iltcristatum,  L. 

♦pratonse,  L.* 
Melica,  L. 

♦coerulea,  L.*« 

•uniflora,  L.* 
Mblilotus,  Toum. 

fleucantha,  Koch,t^72 

fofficinalis,  L.f 
Melittis,  L. 

IjtMelissophylluin,  L. 
Mentha,  L. 
|)*aryensis,  L. 

♦gracilis,  Sm.^ 

••hirsutus,  L.^^ 
Jtpiperat»,  Sm.Jt 
fPulegium,  L.7 
frotundifoUa,  L.?f 
fsylvestris,  L.f 
Menyanthus,  L. 
♦trifoUata,  L.^ 
Mercurialis,  L. 
♦annua,  L.*» 
♦•perennis,  L.^ 
Mespilus,  L. 
||?tgennanica,  L. 
Milium,  L. 
♦pffiisum,  L.f 
Mcenchia,  Ehrh. 
♦♦erccta,  Sm.** 
Monotropa,  L. 
fHypopitys,  L.73 


Montia,  L, 
•fontana,  L.»» 

MrscARi,  Toum. 
Itracemosum,  Mill.Jt' 

Myosotis,  L. 
♦♦arvensis,  Hoff.* 

•cffispitosa,  Schul.* 

•coUina,  Hoff.* 

♦•paluslris,  Kiph.** 

♦•versicolor,  Lehm.** 

Myosurus,  L. 

•  fminimus,  L.t74 
Myrica,  L. 

•Gale,  L.^^ 
Myriophyllum,  L. 

fspicatum,  L.flf 

fverticillatum,  L.f 
Narcissus,  L. 

♦•Pseudo-narcissus,  L.^* 
Narous,  L. 

•stricta,  L.* 
Narthbcium,  Huds. 

♦ossifragum,  Huds.^^ 
Nasturtium,  Br. 

••officinale,  Br.^* 

fsylvestre,  Br.  75 

fterrcstre,  Br. 
Neottia,  Jacq. 

^spiralis,  Ricn.^f76 
Nepeta,  L. 

fCataria,  L. 
NupHAB,  Sm. 

♦lutea,  8m.* 

tpumila,  D.C.77 

NYMPHiEA,  L. 

*alba,  L.^ 
GSnanthe,  L. 

♦crocata,  L.^^ 

ffistulosa,  L. 

tpeucidanifolia.  Poll. 

fr  hellandrium,  Spreng{76 

♦pimpinelloides,  L.«^ 
(Enotheba,  L. 
tfbiennis,  L.Jt 
Onobrtchis,  Toum. 

^fsativa.  Lam. 
Ononis,  L. 

♦anrensis,  L.^ 

ffi.apinosa,  L.f 
Onopordum,  L. 
§Acanthium,  L.§ 
Ophroglossum,  L. 
^vulgatum,  L. 
Ophrys,  L. 
fapifera,  Huds.  179 
llfarachnitcs,  Willd, 
llfmuscifera,  Huds, 
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Obchis,  L. 

♦Utifolia,L.»« 

*inacalata,  L.* 

^^mascula,  L** 

♦Morio,  L.** 

tpyramidalis,  L.t 

tustolata,  L.80 
Oriqamum,  L. 

•mlgare,  L.t 
Ornithooalum,  L. 

ITpyrenaicuiDy  L. 
ombellatum,  L.{S81 
Oriiithopus,  L. 

•perpusillus,  L.* 
Orobanchb,  L. 

{elatior,  Sut. 

fmajor,  L.t 

fminor,  Sm.f 
Orobus,  L. 

♦•tuberogus,  L.* 

OsifUIfDA,  L. 

^regalis,  L.** 

OXALIS,  L. 

^•Acetosella,  L.* 

?^corniculata»  L.?§Y 
Papavbr,  L. 

fArgemone,  L.§ 

fdubium,  L.t 

thirbridiim,  L.t 

•♦Rh«a^  L.«« 
Paribtaria,  L. 

^officinalis,  L.* 
Paris,  L. 

tquadrifolia,  L.82 
Parkassia,  L. 

tpahistYis,  lNtB3 
Pastinaca,  L. 

♦•satira,  L.» 
Pbdicularis,  L. 

*palu8tns,  L.t 

•sylratica,  L.*» 
Pbplis,  L. 

•Porttda,  L.*» 
Psf  ASiTBS,  Desf. 

fTulgaris,  Desf. 

PBTBOSBLINtJM,  UoffiU. 

tfsatiTum,  Kocli.tt 

tsegetum,  Koch. 
Pbalabis,  L. 

<*anindinacea,  L.* 

tfcanariensis,  L-tf 
Phlbum,  L. 

||}arenareiiin»  L. 

^^pratenso,  L.* 

PlCRIS»  L. 

fhiencioides,  L.f 


PiLVLABIA,  L. 

tglobulifera,  L.fY 

PiMFIMBLLA,  L. 

f  magna,  L. 
^^Sazifraga,  L.* 

PiMGUICULA,  L. 

*lu8itanica,  L.«» 
fvulgaris,  L.t84 

PiNUS,  L. 

{•♦syWestris,  h.f 
Plantaoo,  L. 
^Coronopus,  L.** 
**lanceolata,  L.«* 
♦•mapor,  L.*» 
^mantima,  L.* 
♦•media,  L.* 

POA,  L. 

♦♦annua,  h,** 

fiaquatica,  L.§ 
l^compressa,  L. 
fdistans,  L.tTO5 
•♦flnitans.  Scop.*^ 
fmaritima,  Huds.* 
fnemoralis,  L. 
♦♦pratensis,  L.*» 
{procnmbens,  Curt.} 
trigida,  L.t 
♦•triTialis,  L.«^ 

POLTOBAPON,  L. 

Ifietraphyllum,  L. 

POLTOALA,  L. 

•♦mlgaris,  L.^* 
Nfamara,  Don. 

POLTOONUM,  L. 

♦amphibium,  L.* 
*fi.terrestr€,Book,* 
♦*aYiculare,  L.*^ 
fBistorta,  L.f 
♦ConTolrulus,  L.«* 
ItFaffopynun,  L.tt 
♦Hydropiper,  L.*» 
•♦lapathiloUum,  L.«* 
llfmaritimum,  L. 
fminns,  Huds.fV 
••Peisicaiia,  L.** 
IliEobertii,  Lois. 

rOLTPODIUM,  L. 

♦♦rulgare,  !*.♦* 

POLTPOOOH,  Lu 

flittoralis,  Sm.fY 

POPULUB,  L. 

{alba,  L.} 
?tcanescens,  Sm.?t 
fnigra,  L.t 
Ifiremula,  L.tt 

POTAMOOETOM,  L. 

Ufcrispus,  L, 


POTAMOOBTON,  L. 

♦gramineus,  L.^ 
♦neteropbyllus,  Scbreb.' 
♦lucens,  L.* 
••natans,  L.^ 
tpectinatus,  L. 
♦perfoUatus,  L.* 
tpusillus,  L. 
fzosterifoliua,  Schum. 

POTENTILLA,  L. 

♦♦anserina,  L.  •♦ 
♦argentea,  L.^ 
♦♦Fragaria,  Poir.** 
♦•reptans,  L.»» 

POTBRIUM,  L. 

•♦sanguisorba,  L.» 
Pbbmamthbs,  L. 

fmuralis,  L.t 
Primula,  L. 

♦*Teris,  L.*^ 

Pruvblla,  L. 

♦♦vulgaris,  L.^^ 
Pbunus,  L. 

F^Cerasus,  L.?* 

tfdomestica,  L.|t 

^insititia,  L.^ 

♦♦spinosa,  L.^^ 
Ptbbis,  L. 

♦♦aquilina,  L.^« 
Pu  Lie  aria,  Gert. 

♦♦dysenterica,  Cass.^ 

♦vulgaris,  Gertf 

PULMONARIA,  L. 

Ifangustifotia,  L.86 

Ijofficinalis,  L.87 
rtrirginica,  Wmd.68 
Ptrbtrbum,  Hall. 
♦inodoTum,  Sm.*^ 
fmaritimum,  Sm.f 
♦Parthenium,  Sm.^ 
Ptbus.  L. 
fAria,  Sm.t89 

itaucuparia,  Geert^f 
§domestica,  Sm. 
fMalus,  L.f 
ffbrminalis,  8m.t90 

QUBROUS,  L. 

♦Robur,  L.^^ 
Ifsessiliflora,  Salisb. 
Raoiola,  Gmel. 
*millegrana,  Sm.*^ 
Ranunculus,  L. 
♦♦acris,  L.«» 
♦*aquatilis,  L.^ 
Iltarvensis,  L. 
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Ranunculus,  L* 
fauricomus,  L.f^l 
♦♦bulbosus,  L.** 
♦•Ficaria,  L.»« 
♦•Flammula,  L.** 
**fi,  reptans,  Sm,** 
*hederaceu8,  L.** 
fhirsutus,  Curt* 
tLingaa,  L.t 
^arviflorus,  L.{ 
«*  repens,  £.*• 
*8celeratu8,  L,** 

Raphanus,  L. 
*Raphani8tTUin,  L.* 

Reseda,  L. 
ttalba,  Wmd4tt 
•lutea,  L.t 
*LuteoIa,  L.* 

Rhamnus,  L. 
^catharticos,  L. 
*Frangula,  L.* 

Rrinanthus,  L. 
•*Cri8ta-Gam,  L.» 

Rrtnchospora,  VahL 
♦alba,  Vahl.»« 
ffusca,  Sm.* 

RiBBS,  L. 

♦Grossularia,  L.* 
tpetraum,  Wulf:h1l92 
♦♦robrum,  L.» 
Rosa,  L. 
♦♦anrensis,  L.* 
••canina,  L.*» 


RuBus,  L.  Sambuccs,  L. 

♦•rhamnifolius,W.&N.»»  •nigra,  L.» 


•rudis,  W.  &  N.*»ir 
••Tulgaris,  W.&N.* 

RUMEX,  L. 

••acetosa,  L.* 
♦Acetoselia,  L.** 
♦acutus,  L.* 
♦•crispus,  L.** 


Samolus,  L. 

fValerandi,  L.* 
Sanguisorba,  L. 

fofficinalis,  L.  98 
Sanicux^  L. 

**europ«a,  L,* 
Saponaria,  L. 


*Hydrolapatlium,Had8.*  tfofficinalis,    L4t 


fmaritimus,  L.fK 
•♦obtusifoUuf,  L.** 
♦pulcher,  L.* 
^sanguineus,  L.* 

RUPFIA,  L. 

♦maritima,  h,** 
Ruscus,  L. 

*aculeatu8,  L.} 
Saqina,  L. 

^apetala,  L.* 

•maritima,  Don.* 

♦♦procumbens,  L.** 
Saoittaria,  L. 

««8agittifolia,  L.* 
Salioornia,  L. 

♦•herbacea,  L.*» 


Saxifraoa,  L. 

^granulata,  L.t 

ll?thypnoides,  L. 

♦tridactylites,  L.» 
Scabiosa,  L. 

♦columbaria,  L*t 

♦•succisa,  L.*« 

SCANDXX,  L. 

••Pecten- Veneris,  L.« 

SCK(ENUS,  L. 

♦nigricans,  L.** 

SCILLA,  L. 

Hfvema,  Hnds. 

SCIRPUS,  L. 

♦lacnstris,  L.^ 


♦maritimus,  L.^^ 
**fi,proeumb€n8,Hook^*  ♦Sarii,  Spreng.^ 
fradicans,  8m,f  *fi,maiuutachy$,Hook.^^ 

ffi./ruiioo$a,  J7ooilr.tY%  ♦setaceus,  L.* 


Salix,  L. 
♦♦acuminata,  Sm.* 
♦alba,  L.^ 


*^fi,8armentaeea.  Hook**  ♦amygdalina,  L.t97 


♦collima,  Woods.* 
fmicrantha,  Sm.f 
?trubigino8a,  L.?t 
♦spinossima,  L.*^ 
Ilftomentosa,  Sm. 

ROTTBOLLIA,  L. 

||6incur¥ata,  L. 
l^fi./Uiformis,  Roth. 

RUBIA,  L. 

tperegrina,  L. 
RuBus,  L. 
♦affinis,  W.  &  N.* 
♦cesius,  L.* 


♦♦a<^uatlca,  Sm.^« 

faunta,  L. 

♦♦capnea,  L.^^ 

fcinerea,  L.t 
fdecipiens,  Hoflm^f 
♦fragSis,  L.^ 
♦fusca,  L.^ 

**fi,repen$,  Borr,** 
fHelix,  L. 
tincubacea,t1f 
||§Lamberiiana,  Sm. 
lltrosmarinifoUa,  L« 
jlfrubra,  Huds. 


♦•cordifoliug,  W.ftN.*^  ffRusselliana,  Sm.?t 
♦discolor,  W.  &  N.^  (ttriandra,  L. 

♦dumetorum,  W.  &  N.^    Jfyinunalis,  L.^ 
fechinatus,  Lindl.t^        {t^yitelUna,  L. 
♦fastigiatus,  W.  &  N.^      Salsola,  L. 
♦♦fmticosus,  L..^*  ♦KaU.  L.^ 

{fusco-ater,  W.&  N.iir94  Salvia,  L. 
fidseus,  L.f  ♦verbenaca,  L.f 

§Icucostachys,  Sm.{1i95    Sambucus,  L. 
•plicatus,  W.  &  N.^^         HtEbulus,  L. 


fsyWaticus,  L. 

SCULBRANTHUS,   L. 

♦annuus,  L.*« 

SCHOLOPBNDRIUM,  Sm. 

♦♦vulgare,  Sym.^ 

SCROPHULARLA,  L. 

♦aquatica,  L.*^ 
♦♦nodosa,  L*^ 
Scutellaria,  L. 
tgalericulata,  L.t 
fminor,  L.^ 
Sedum,  L. 
♦acre,  L.t 
Ofalbum,  L. 
♦anglicum,  Huds.^^ 

ireflexum,  L.fY99 
frupestre,  L. 
iifsexanffulare,  L< 
ifTelephium,  L.tt 

Sbmpbrtivum,  L. 
tftectorum,  L4t 

Sbnbcio,  L. 
♦♦aquaticus,  Huds.^ 
♦♦Jacobwa,  L.^^ 
♦sylvaticus,  L.^^ 

♦♦tenuifoUus,  Jacq.* 
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Sbkbcio,  L. 

friBcosus,  L» 

♦•▼ulgaris,  L  ♦♦ 
Sbrratula,  L. 

Hinctoria,  L.* 
Shbrardia,  L» 

^anrensis,  h.* 
SiLAUS,  Bess. 

^pratensis,  Be88.t 

SiLBNB,  L. 

^anglica,  L.*» 

♦♦inflata,  Sm.«* 

^maratima,  With> 
Sim  APIS,  L. 

♦alba,  L.» 

••anrensis,  L.*» 

^muralis,  Br.^lf 

♦nigra,  L.§ 

§tenmfolia,  Br.}^ 
-SisoN,  L. 

♦•Amomum,  L.* 

SiSTMBRIUV,  L. 

♦•officinale,  L.^^ 
§Sophia,  L.§flOO 
♦thaliairam,  Hook.^ 

SiuM,  L. 

♦♦angustifolium,  L.^ 
flatifolium,  L. 

Smyrmium,  L. 
fOIusatnun,  L.f 

SOLANUM,  L. 

♦♦Dulcamaia,  L.^ 
♦nigrum,  L.^^ 

SOLIDAOO,  L. 

♦Virgaurea,  !..♦♦ 

SONCHUS,  L. 

♦♦arvensis,  L.^ 

♦♦oleractos,  L^^ 
♦^.ofper,  D.C.* 

tpalus^is,  L.t 
Sparoamium,  L. 

tnatans,  L.tiri01 

♦rainosiim,  Hads.^ 

{simplex,  Huds.  { 
Spartima,  Willd. 

|6altemifelia,  Lois.  102 

il^stricta,  Sm. 
Spbroula,  L. 

•♦arvensis,  L.^^ 
^fi.peniandra,  Lindl,^ 

♦nodosa,  L.^ 

♦subulata,  Sw.^ 
Spiraa,  L. 

fFilipendula,  L.f 

?tsalicifolia,  L.?t 

••Ulmoria,  L.»^ 


STAcmrs,  L. 

♦anrensis,  L.^* 

♦♦palustris,  !».** 

♦♦syWatica,  L.^ 
Statics,  L. 

♦Armeria>  L.^« 

•Limonium,  L.** 

Ifspathulata,  Desf. 
Stbllaria,  L. 

§glauca,  With.103 

♦graminea,  !..♦♦ 

♦♦holostea,  L.^^ 

♦♦media,  With.^^ 

♦uliginoca,  Murr.^^ 

Symphytum,  L. 

♦♦officinale,  L.^^ 
Tamarix,  L. 
J?tgallica,  L. 
Tamus,  L. 

♦communis,  L.^ 
Tamacbtum,  L. 

Pfrulgare,  L.?t' 
Taxus,  L. 
Jlfbaccata,  L. 
Tbuorium,  L. 

IfGhamedrjrs,  L. 

♦Scorodonia,  L.^^ 
Thalictrum,  L. 

♦flavum,  L.^ 
Thbsium,  L. 

•linophyllum,  L. 
Thlaspi,  L. 

farrense,  L.t5 
Thrincia,  Roth. 

♦♦hirta,  Roth.^» 
Thymus,  L. 

♦«Serpyllum,  L.^^ 

TiLIA,  L. 

l»europaBa,  L.J* 

TiLLJEA,  L. 

♦muscosa,  L.^^ 
Tori  us,  Adans. 
♦♦Anthriscus,  Gjert.** 
♦infesta,  Spreng,* 
♦nodosa,  Gsrt| 

TORMEMTILLA,  L. 

•♦officinaUs,  L.^^ 
♦reptans,  L.* 

Traoopooon,  L. 
HtporrifoUus,  L. 
tpratensis,  L. 

Trifolium,  L. 
♦anrense,  L.^ 
♦♦filiforme,  L.«* 
♦fragifcrum,  L.«* 
tglomeratum,  L.f 
fmaritimum,  L.fV 


Trifolium,  L. 

•medium,  L.^ 

♦♦minus,  Rehl.^ 

fochroleucum,  L. 

♦•pratense,  L.^^ 

♦procumbens,  L.«^ 

•♦repens,  L.^^ 

Ffresupinatum,  L.?-fin04 

fscabrum,  L.t 

fstriatum,  L.t 

♦subterraneum,  L.^« 
Triolochik,  L. 

•maritimum,  !».♦♦ 

•palustre,  L.t 
Triodia,  Br. 

♦decumbens,  BeauY.^ 
Triticum,  L. 

♦caninum,  Huds.^ 
•junceum,  L.*« 

floliaceum,  Sm.t 

♦♦repens.  L.^^ 
Tulipa,  L. 
JfsylYestris,  L.  105 

TURRITIS,  L, 

Itglabra,  L. 

TUSSILAOO,  L. 

♦Farfiira,  L.^ 
Typha,  L. 

§an^iifoUa,  L.}! 

flatifolia,  L.f 
Ulbx,  L. 

♦♦europaus,  L.** 

•♦nanus,  Forst.^^ 
Ulmus,  L. 

•♦campcstris,  L.^^ 

IfcarpmifoUa,  Lindl.106 

Itglabra,  Mill.  107 

gtfmajor,  Sm.108 

{♦montana,  Bauch4^ 

♦♦suberosa,  Ehrh.* 
Urtica,  L. 

♦•dioDca,  L.^^ 

FfpUulifera,  L.?tir 

♦♦urens.  L.^» 
Utricularia,  L. 
fminor,  L.t1l 

fvulgaris,  L.f 
Vaccikium,  L. 

•Myrtillus,  L.^ 

HfViUs-Idaia,  L. 
Valeriana,  L. 

fdio&ca,  L.f 

•♦officinalis,  L.^ 

Jfrubra,  L. 
Vbrbascum,  L. 

fBlattaria,  L. 

fuigrum,  L.f 

3  R 
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VBBBABCUlf,  L. 

lltpulTerulentuin,  Vill. 
•♦Thapsus,  L.* 

Vbrbbna,  L. 
^officinalis,  L.* 

Vbrohica,  L. 
**agre8tiB,  L.*« 
fAnagallis,  L.t 
♦•arvensia,  L.** 
♦♦Beccabunga,  L.** 
<«Ghamsdry8,  L.»* 
♦•hederifolia,  L.«» 
fmontana,  L.f 
•♦officinalis,  L.« 
♦poUta,  Fries.* 
fscuteUata,  L.t 
♦serpyllifolift,  L.* 


Vibubnum,  L. 

♦♦Lantana,  L.« 

♦Opulus,  L.» 
ViciA,  L. 

♦angustifolia,  Sibth.** 

fbiUiynica,  L.  109 

♦•Cracea,  L>* 

Hfleyigata,  Sm. 

flaUiyroides,  L.110 

Iflutea,  L.  Ill 

ffsaUya,  L.?t 

♦•sepium,  L.»* 

tsylTatica,112 

ViNCA,  L. 

?«major,  L.?* 
Tfininor,  L.?t 


Viola,  L. 
♦♦canina,  L.*« 
♦•hirta,  L.» 
flactea,  Sm.f 
••odornti,  L.*» 
ftricolor,  L.t 

ViSCUM,  L. 

falbiim,  L  f 
Xamthium,  L. 

rfstnimariuin,  L.^f> 
Zamnichbllia,  L. 

tpalustris,  L.  113 

ZOSTBBA,  L. 

♦marina,  L.** 


For  many  of  the  localities  alluded  to  in  the  above 
markSf  and  some  of  which  are  named  in  the  references 
belowy  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  others^  but  my 
limits  do  not  permit  c-i  •  to  make  the  acknowledgment 
in  each  seperatc  case#.    I  may  here^  hou>ever^  record 


•  The  author  of  this  appendix  !fi  about  to  publish  a  Flora  or  I>or8R8BIBB.  in 
which  he  will  hare  the  opportunity  of  correcting  this  omission.  To  aid  him  in  this 
undertaking,  and  to  render  it  as  complete  as  possible,  he  takes  this  public  opportunity 
of  requesting  the  botanists  of  the  county,  to  inform  him  of  any  of  the  localities  of 
tiie  rarer  plants,  which  may  have  come  under  their  notice.  All  information  of  this 
kind,  or  on  any  other  subject  of  local  botanical  interest,  addressed  to  him  at  Poole, 
will  be  thankfully  received  and  duly  acknowledged. 
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my  obligations  to  my  excellent  friend  Dr.  William 
Bullar^  of  SotUhampton^  who  formerly  resided  several 
years  at  Poole;  to  my  lamented  friend^  the  late  John 
Roivef  esq.f  of  Wimbome^  and  others  for  some  of  the 
nearer  localities^  and  for  many  of  the  more  distant^  to 
Miss  Maria  Attersolly  of  WeymotUhy  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Frampton^  of  Dorchester^  to  the  Rev.  A.  Bloxam,  who 
left  at  Mr.  Commins*  library^  a  list  of  the  plants  he 
found  during  a  visit  to  Weymouth^  and  to  Mr.  ComminSj 
for  his  kindness  in  lending  me  the  list. 

I  have  availed  myself  also  of  the  following  workSf 
**  PtUteney's  catalogue  of  the  more  rare  plants  of  Dor^- 
setshire  /'*  "  Turner  and  DiUwyn's  Botanists'  Ouide^^ ; 
«  Watson^ s  new  Botanist^  Guide  /'  and  "  Sheridan^ s 
Guide  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,''  —a  large  portion  of  the 
island  lying  within  thirty  miles  of  Poole. 

For  other  information  in  the  last  named  locality,  J  am 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Bromfield,  of  Ryde,  for 
the  use  of  his  MS.  of  a  Flora  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which 
he  is  about  shortly  to  publish. 
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LOCALITIES  OF  THE  RARER  PLANTS. 


The  Figuren  answer  to  the  rt^erences  in  the  Alphabetical  List. 


I9  In  the  Stour,  above  Blandford.  2,  on  the  Downs 
between  Swanage  and  Studland.  3,  on  the  sea  shore  at 
Seldown.  4,  near  Christchurch.  5,  Corfe-Castle.  6, 
Blandford  race*ground.  7,  sea  shore  at  Lake^  in  Ham, 
8^,  m  Purbeck,  &c.  9,  in  the  boggy  fields  by  the  straw- 
berry gardens,  at  Constitution  Hill.  10,  at  Tillywhim. 
lly  in  a  lane  leading  from  the  Weymouth  and  Chickerell 
road  to  Wyke  Regis.  12,  North  and  South  Haven  beaches. 
13,  about  Weymouth.  14,  "  In  the  year  1766,  I  found 
a  considerable  quantity  of  this  plant  near  the  rope-walk  at 
Weymouth,  and  on  the  spot  where  Gloucester  Row  and 
the  Royal  Terrace  now  stand.  It  was  lost  in  three  or  four 
years  after  that  period.'*  Dr.  Pulteney.  15,  Corfe-Castle 
hill.  16,  Purbeck  cliffs.  17,  near  Spetisbury.  18,  about 
Weymouth.  19,  near  Witchampton.  20,  in  lanes  at  Merley. 
21,  in  a  bog  in  Purbeck.  22,  sea  shore  at  Seldown.  23,  by 


•  I  hare  given  this  name  (lonchitioides)  to  a  variety  of  this  fern,  (Aspidium  angulare, 
Willd.)  resembling  the  so  named  variety  of  A.  lobatum,  Sw. 
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the  Stour,  rarely.  24,  Encombe  wood.  25,  near  the  shore 
at  Seldown.  26,  about  an  old  kiln  at  South  Haven.  27, 
wet  heaths,  Parkstone,  &c«  28,  formerly  found  near 
Blandford.  29,  abundantly  as  a  weed  in  a  garden  at 
Poole.  90,  at  the  foot  of  the  walls  in  some  streets  in  Poole. 
31,  and  32,  by  a  spring  at  Melbury,  near  Shaftesbury, 
33,  by  quarries  in  Purbeck.  34,  Poole  and  Corfe  Mullen 
old  road.  35,  meadows  near  Blandford.  36,  South  Haven 
beach.  37,  Corfe-Castle.  38,  ballast  quay,  Ham.  39, 
Cranbome  Chase.  40,  in  Purbeck.  41.  in  a  hedge  near 
Sturton,  on  the  road  to  Mere,  in  a  situation  apparently  truly 
wild.  42,  Parkstone.  43,  in  a  garden  at  Salbbury  as  a 
weed.  44,  woods  at  Grange.  45,  Broadley  wood.  46,  near 
Sturminster  Newton.  47,  between  Wareham  and  Corfe- 
Castle.  48,  formerly  found  near  Poole.  49,  Langton 
fiirm.  50,  on  the  clifi&  at  Studland,  abundantly.  51,  in 
common  mead  fields  and  elsewhere  near  Gillinghanu 
52,  Canford.  53,  at  Encombe  wood.  54,  and  55,  at  Lake, 
in  Ham.  56,  and  57,  road  side  at  Lougham.  58,  and  59, 
in  watery  places  near  Wareham.  60,  and  61,  at  Langton. 
62,  ballast  quay.  Ham.  63,  at  Corfe-Castle.  64,  Langton 
and  Spetisbury.  65,  near  Blandford.  66,  at  Encombe. 
67,  on  chalk  downs,  and  on  walls.  68,  on  Hod  Hill4F« 
69,  Broadley  wood.  70,  and  71,  woods  at  Lytchett.  72, 
ballast  quay.  Ham.  73,  Stour  Paine  bushes,  near  Bland- 
ford. 74,  in  com  fields  by  the  Salterns,  Parkstone.  75, 
by  the  river  near  Blandford.  76,  in  the  field  by  the  <*  Case 
is  altered,"  at  Tatnam.  77,  in  a  pond  in  Purbeck.  78,  in 
the  Stour  by  Longham  bridge.  79,  in  Purbeck.  80,  near 
Cranbome.  81,  in  a  hedge  at  Seldown.  82,  near  Wim- 
bome.  83,  and  84,  on  Wareham  heath.  85,  near  Ham 
bridge  on  the  Poole  side.    86,  and  87,  near  Holbury  house, 

•  This  is  a  rwieCy  of  Linaria  spuria,  MilL,  first  uoticed  I  bc4ierc,  by  Dr.  Pulteney. 
in  the  situation  abore  named,  and  subsequently  in  other  situations,  by  Sir  W. 
Hooker  and  others,  but  vrithout  any  distinctive  ai>i>eUation.  It  resembles  the  Pcloria 
of  L.  vulgaris,  Mcench.,  and  I  have  therefore  given  it  the  name  of  pelorioidcs. 
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in  the  New  Forest.  88,  near  Netley  Abbey.  89,  and  90, 
about  Lytchett,  91,  and  92,  in  the  copse  at  Bare-cross. 
93,  Encombe.  94,  about  Poole.  95,  at  Corfe-MuUen, 
in  the  lane  to  KnowIe«  96,  ballast  quay.  Ham,  97,  near 
Wimbome.  98,  near  Corfe-Castle.  SO,  Swanage.  100, 
on  the  shore  at  Ham,  to  the  west  of  the  ropewalk.  lOI, 
clay-pit,  near  Corfe-Castle.  102,  by  the  Itchin  ferry, 
near  Southampton.  103,  in  meadows  about  Charlton. 
104,  near  the  ballast  quay,  at  Ham<^.  105,  near  the 
church  at  Melbury,  near  Shaftesbury.  106, 107,  and  108, 
near  Weymouth.  109,  and  110,  in  Purbeck.  Ill,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Backwater,  between  Weymouth  and 
Radipole.  112,  Stoke  HilL  113,  In  ditches  communi- 
cating with  the  Stoun 

•  In  1831, 1  diaeovenfd  fhit  leeond  British  itatioii  of  Tkifoliuk  BMvmmasm,  h, 
St  the  east  end  of  the  rope-walk,  dose  by  the  anchorage,  at  Ham.  From  spedmena 
whidk  I  hare  distribated  to  dilRnent  botanists,  it  is  now  generally  known  to  grow 
near  Poole,  though  a  great  mistake  prerails  as  to  Its  frequency  and  abundance. 
Accordingly  Watson  in  the  supplement  to  his  **  Botanists*  Ouxdb,"  writes,  '*  Shores 
of  Poole  harbour,  but  I  did  not  find  it.— W.  A.  Bromfiild.  MBS.*'  and  Sir  W. 
Hooker,  in  the  fourth  edition  of  his  **  British  Flora.*'  gires  it  as  found  in  **  meadows 
about  Poole.**  The  plant  was  always  confined  to  a  few  square  yards  in  the  above 
named  situation.  These  circumstances  are  correctly  stated  in  the  Supplement  to  the 
English  Botany,  in  the  the  text  accompanying  Tab.  8789,  which  is  taken  from  a 
^»ccimen  I  sent  Mr.  Sowerley  in  18S4.  I  fear  from  its  being  so  near  the  ballast  quay. 
It  can  scarcely  be  considered  indigenous,  and  I  am  sorry  abo  to  add,  that  of  late  it 
has  beeome  nearly  extinct. 
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ENUMERATION 


OF    THE    PLANTS    CONTAINED    IN    THE    CATALOGUE. 


GENERA. 


TOTAL  NVXIKE 
OF  OniBBA. 


Within  8  miles  of  Poole,  indigenous 335 ;  ?  9 ;  tlb. 

Within  16  miles  of  Poole,  indigenous, 366;  ?12;  tlb^ 

Beyond  16  miles,  and  within  30  miles,  <>^  ^   25  *  ?  3  *     11  i 
Poole,  indigenous,    ...J       *        *    ^  y 


422. 


SPECIES  AND  VARIETIES. 


Within  8  mUes,  ..Jt-V 

Within  16  miles,..  ?^ 

Beyond    16    and  {«p. 
within  30  miles.  S  ^^' 

I. 

IL 

Ill.i 

Total 

776 
29 

877 

30 

112 

2 

989 
32 

Indlgeuoiu. 

t 

23 
0 

25 
0 
6 
0 

31 
0 

32 
0 
5 
0 

•• 

285 
9 

• 

250 
11 

1 

i 

722 

29 

51 
2 

52 
2 

17 
1 

190 

7 

264 

8 
94 

1 

35^1 

91 

820 

30 

101 

2 

260 

1      9 

0 

1      0 

301 
11 

1 
0 

Total   within    30  f  sp. 
miles \  Tar. 

921 
32 

31 
0 

37 
0 

260  302 
9     11 

69 
3 

_  M  m  '    ^  '        r\  •%  JaJ     genera,      ....ll* 

Those  found  Within  8  miles,  and  notr  gpEciES,  ....57. 
otherwise  within  16  miles,  are...«C  VARIETIES,..  2. 

The  varieties  in  the  catalogue  wotUd  appear  more  numerous,  but  U 
was  thought  unnecessary  to  give  more  than  the  principal  ones. 

ERRATUM  : 
In  the  LUt,  for  Mentha  gradlii.  Sm.,  read  M.  agretlia.  Sole. 


END  OF  APPENDIX. 


p.  34,  line  S  from  the  bottom,  foi  "  1366,"  read  "  1256." 
p.S'i,  lines,  for"  3ndEdw.  Ill,"  read  "lOth  Edw.  III." 


